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SCRIPTURAL  DETECTION 

O F 

Satan  transformed  into  an  Angel  of  Light. 

O R 

The  SociNtAN  Creed,  as  held  by  Drs.  M‘Gill  and 
Dalrymple,  Minifters  of  Ayr,  exhibited  in  di- 
ftinel  Articles,  illuftrated  by  Extracts  from  their 
own  Works, 

AND 

Ik  i 

Contra  fled  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  with  the  Subordi- 
nate Standards  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

For  the  Ufe  of  tlx  Unlearned* 

B Y 

JAMES  R A M S A Y, 

Miniiter  of  the  Gofpel  in  Glaigow. 


■Such  are  false  apostlf.s,  deceitful  workers,  transforming  t hent- 
lel  ve-s  into  the  apoftles  of  Chrift.  And  no  marvel,  for  Satan  him- 
ic If  is  transformed  into  an  Ancel  of  Light.  Therefore  it  is  no 
great  thing  if  his  minifiers  alfo  be  transformed  as  the  minifters  of 
righteoufnefs,  whofe  end  fliall  be  according  to  their  works. 

2 Cor.  xi.  13,  14,  15. 

5ut  there  were  falfe  Prophets  alfo  among  the  people,  even  as  there  fliall 
be  false  teacs Eft s among  you,  who  primily  fliall  bring  in  damnable 
Heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  bring  upon 
themfelves  fwift  deftru&ion.  2 Pet.  ii.  1. 

Yc  therefore,  beloved,  feeing  ye  know  thefe  things  before,  lexuarc  left  ye 
alfo,  being  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your 
ewn  ftedfaftoefs.  2 Pet.  iii.  17. 
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MANY  perilous  times  have  pad  over  the  church  of 
Chrift,  under  the  new,  as  well  as  upder  the  old 
difpenfation.  One  while,  the  hand  of  violence  has  laid  her 
defolate,  and  attempted  to  blot  out  her  memorial.  Another 
while,  the  fpirit  of  delufion  and  error,  in  all  forms  which 
diabolical  fubtilty  could  contrive,  has  (lied  his  malignant 
influence,  for  poifoning  her  doctrines,  corrupting  her  wor- 
fhip,  and  changing  her  order.  < If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord, 
i who  was  on  our  fide,  now  may  Ifrael  fay,  then  the  wa- 
< ters  had  overwhelmed  us,  the  ftream  had  gone  over  our 
f foul  (a).9 

The  church  of  Scotland  has  been  diftinguifhed  in  danger 
and  tribulation;  but  chiefly  by  Popijh  and  Prelatical  fury. 
Even  amidft  the  ravages  committed  upon  her  worfhip  and 
order,  from  the  Reformation  till  the  days  of  heretical  Simp- 
fon , her  doctrines  continued  clear  as  the  fun,  excepting  a 
few  fmaller  fpots,  which  evanifhed  almofl  as  foon  as  feen. 
But  fince  that  remarkable  period  till  now,  the  darknefs  of  er- 
ror, as  of  other  corruptions,  has  fpread  and  thickened;  in  fo 
much,  that  if  the  Spirit  of  truth  do  notTeafonably  interpofe 
and  diffipate  the  horrid  gloom,  we  are  like  to  be  buried  in 
the  deepeft  fhades  that  ever  covered  a Chriflian  people. 

For  many  years  indeed,  the  progrefs  was  comparatively 
flow  and  imperceptible.  The  fons  of  night,  how  zealous 
foever,  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  in  filence,  with  caution 
and  as  little  obfervation  aspofTible;  as  the  public  ftandards, 
familiar  to,  and  held  in  veneration  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  the  light  diffufed  by  their  more  worthy  predeceffors 
in  office,  and  fome  remaining  vigour  of  discipline,  made 
them  afhamed  and  afraid  to  avow  themfelves.  But  now> 
when  by  many  ways  and  in  various  degrees,  which  it  would 
be  tedious  here  to  point  out  and  illuflrate,  the  confufion  and 
danger  are  leflened,  they  proceed  with  unprecedented  bold- 
nefs  and  effrontery.  Of  this  the  two  Doctors  of  Ayr  are 
the  moft  ftriking  examples. 

The  profeffed  purpofe  of  thefe  Gentlemen  is  different. 
The  one  undertakes  to  give  us  a view,  principally,  of 
the  life  and  doflrines  of  Jefus  Chrilf,  as  the  writers  of 
his  way  are  in  ufe  to  do;  the  other  engages  to  elucidate 

(./)  Pfal.  cxxi  v.  i.  4. 
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and  apply  our  Lord’s  fufferings  and  death  ; the  former  in 
a kind  of  fhort  paraphrafe  on  the  Four  Gofpels,  illuftrated 
with  notes  and  innumerable  fcripture  references,  after  the 
manner  of  the  famous  Biddle:  the  latter  in  a connected  and 
flowing  Elfay.  The  one  makes  no  {hew  of  his  devotional 
fpivit,  and  prays  but  little,  until  he  has  difcharged  him- 
lelf  of  every  other  duty,  and  made  it  convenient  to  dedi- 
cate feveral  hours  at  once  probably  becaufe  a fafhionabte 
clergyman  looks  rather  auk  ward,  when  he  is  often  taken 
on  his  knees.  The  other  affedts  an  eafy  fort  of  monkery, 
and  almofl  always  holds  a breviary  in  his  hand,  at  once,  to 
vent  his  own  overflowing  piety,  and  to  prompt  and  direct 
our  lefs  lively  devotions.  Different,  alfo,  is  the  attention 
they  have  met  with  from  the  public.  The  works  of  the  one, 
whether  from  the  thrufts  they  have  received  from  different 
quarters,  or  from  their  being  fubjedted  to  the  review  of 
the  eccleflaftical  courts,  have  made  much  noife,  efpecial- 
ly  of  late,  and  been  eagerly  perufed.  Thofe  of  the  other 
whether  from  the  general  contempt  in  which  the  author’s 
abilities  feern  to  be  held,  or  from  the  intricacy  of  the  plan 
on  which  he  has  conftrudted  his  paraphrafe,  particularly 
as  encumbered  with  notes  and  references,  rendering  it  both 
tedious  and  difficult  to  follow  him,  are  but  little  known, 
and  fcarcely  fpoken  of.  But,  as  their  diftinguifhing  fenti- 
ments  are  precifely  the  fame , fo  it  is  evident  they  have  adlted 
in  concert,  to  impofe  upon  us,  each  in  his  own  way,  a fy- 
ftem  of  refined  heathenifm,  under  the  notion  of  the  true 
faith  of  the  gOfpel,  and  that  with  an  audacity  peculiar  to 
themfelves. 

It  is  true,  that  even  thefe  diplomaticchieftains  have  not  the 
honefly  and  fortitude,  to  hand  forth  openly,  in  a direct  and 
formal  attack  on  the  doctrines  of  our  holy  religion,  as  re- 
ceived and  profefled  bv  the  reformed  churches.  Both  of 
them  carry  evidences  of  men,  who,  confcious  of  doing  evil, 
hate  the  light,  and  are  unwilling  to  come  to  it,  left  their 
deeds  ffiould  be  immediately  dilcovered  and  reproved  by  all. 
In  their  Arminian  tenets,  indeed,  they  are  more  barefaced., 
knowing  that  walk  is  now  become  more  freouented  bv  re- 
putable  and  genteel  company  j but,  in  retailing  their  Soci - 
niau  articles,  as  diftinguifhed  from  the  former,  they  chuie 
tolye  ciofer.  Hence  their  ambiguous  phrafes,  their  dark 
* Referring  to  his  piece  on  family  >vorfliip. 
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"Ioffes,  their  deceitful  references,  their  unexpected  criti- 
cifms,  their  tacking  of  propofitions,  found  and  unfound, 
it  mult  be  acknowledged,  that  in  their  progrefs  refpectively, 
they  feem  to  rife  in  refolurion,  and  to  be  lefs  and  lefs  em- 
barraffed  w ith  anxiety,  as  fuppofing  no  doubt,  the  reader  is 
by  this  time  better  feafoned,  or  lefs  fufpicious  and  guarded. 
Tct  it  is  but  here  and  there,  according  as  the  opportunity  for 
putting  off  the  impofture  appears  favourable,  that  the  hideous 
features  of  the  fcheme  are  opened  : and  often  it  is  only  by 
laying  together  fundry  things,  purpofely  (battered  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  their  work,  that  you  can  afeertain  their  mean- 
ing and  difeover  their  real  fentiments  and  defign. 

The  cafe  is  plain.  They  queftion  the  propriety  of  infult- 
ing  and  (hocking  our  orthodox  prejudices.  They  are  fen- 
fible  much  may  be  gained  by  addrels  and  ftratagem,  which 
would  never  be  carried  by  open  force.  And  for  as  pained 
and  big  as  they  have  been  with  the  fruit  of  many  years  fpe- 
culation  and  induftry;  for  as  ardent  as  their  delire  of  mak- 
ing profeiytes  is;  for  as  (ingle  and  difinterefted  as  they 
would  be  thought;  for  as  great  diferedit  as,  what  is  called, 
herefy-hunting  has  fallen  in  our  enlightened,  benevolent 
age  and  country;  for  as  little  as  it  has  been  in  practice  a- 
mong  us  for  more  than  half  a century, — they  cannot  altoge- 
ther fet  their  minds  at  eafe  about  thfe  temporal  confequen- 
ces  of  an  avowed  attack  on  the  eftablifhed  creed,  which  tliey 
have  fworn,  fubferibed,  and  by  their  office  are  engaged  to 
teach  and  defend.  In  fhort,  they  doubt,  and  thank  God 
there  is  fome  ground  for  it,  whether  bad  as  matters  are, 
the  people  in  thefe  parts  are  yet  fufficiently  prepared  to  fee, 
without  difgull  anti  indignation,  the  R a c o v i a n fchool 
march  openly  through  our  territories,  in  full  Socinian  uni- 
forms, with  difplayed  banners,  and  all  the  inifruments  of 
death. 

Notwithffanding,  they  have  affumed  an  audacity  which 
none  of  their  harbingers  in  that  fervice  couhlcommand ; fuch, 
to  be  fure,  as  becomes  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  glo- 
rious caufe,  the  hicrealing  numbers  and  fuperior  abilities  of 
thofe  who  are  already  ranked  under  the  fame  ftandard,  or 
are  haftening  to  it,  fome  by  ionger,  others  by  (horter  Heps; 
w ithout  doubt,  to  try  what  the  public  fpirit  can  bear,  to 
intimidate  the  fanatical  orthodox  on  the  one  fide,  and  to 
raiit  the  courage  of  their  more  timid  partifans  on  the  other; 
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and  to  form  a race  of  intrepid  heroes,  who  in  a future  pe- 
riod, fait  approaching,  {hall,  without  feeking  the  advantage 
of  maflced  batteries,  dark  mines,  or  covered  ways,  ftorm  and 
demolilh  our  ftrongeft  holds. 

Perhaps,  there  is  not  any  thing,  that  difplays  the  hardi- 
nefs  of  one  of  the  Do&ors  * with  greater  evidence,  than 
the  compofed  impudence,  witji  which  he  has  the  preemp- 
tion, to  reprefent  the  differences  between  Chriftians  and  Si- 
cilians, as  lying  in  words  and  names,  curious  and  dry  fpe- 
culations,  intricate  and  abflradt  points  of  doubtful  difputa- 
tion,  which  have  little  or  no  influence,  one  way  or  other, 
upon  any  valuable  intereft  of  mankind,  prefent  or  future  : 
and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  fuffered,  in  the  lead,  to  ar- 
fedl  mutual  efteem  and  love;  nor  even  to  mark  any  limits 
for  the  clofeft  intimacies  of  church  fellowfhip  : a pretence 
that  indeed  has  often  been  advanced  by  thofe  of  his  party, 
but  that  has  fo  frequently  been  expofed,  and  is  withal  jo 
monftrous,  at  firft  mentioning  it,  to  any  fenfible  perfon  in 
the  leaft  acquainted  with  thefe  matters,  that  one  might  juft- 
ly  wonder,  how  any  man  fhould  be  able  to  hold  up  his  face 
and  avow  it,  unlefs  in  a nation  under  the  abfolute  dominion 
of  infidelity  and  fcepticifm.  For  nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
tain and  manifeft,  than  that  the  gofpel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
totally  different  from  that  of  Socinians  ; and  that  when  any 
Chriftian  church  isfo  unfaithful  to  her  head,  and  fo  dead  to 
her  own  interefts,  as  to  retain  and  cherifh  in  her  commu- 
nion thofe  who  openly  profefs  that  fpurious  faith,  fhe 
flretches  out  her  arms  to  embrace  Jews  and  Mahometans . 
Under  all  the  colourings  it  can  receive  from  the  art  of  men, 
to  urge  a pretence  fo  abfurd,  amounts  to  no  lefs  than  a mo- 
deft  requeft  to  extinguifh  our  reafon,  and  throw  our  Bibles 
to  the  flames,  for  the  fake  of  loving,  and  living  on  good 
terms  with  a fet  of  baptized  infidels,  who  by  depreciating 
the  perfon,  mediatorial  character,  offices  and  works  of  the 
great  God,  our  Saviour,  fap  the  foundations  of  our  faith 
and  hope  for  eternity. 

The  aflurance  of  the  other  Doctor  f is  equally  aftoniffiing, 
in  another  way;  in  preffing  his  motely  paraphrafe  on  parents 
and  teachers  of  youth,  as  a model  for  forming  their  minds 
in  matters  of  religion  and  morality  : nor  can  one  eafily  re- 
ftrain  either  his  contempt  or  indignation, at  thelow,defigning 

* M‘Gill.  f Dalrymplc. 
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adulation,  which  he  offers  to  the  latter,  for  betraying  them  in- 
to his  defign;  now  lamenting  the  poverty  and  negledt  in  which- 
they  are  funk,  then  expreffing  his  hopes  and  pouring  out  his 
prayers  for  their  elevation ; now  celebrating  them  as  the 
“ prime  pillars  of  both  church  and  Hate,”  then  regarding 
himfelf,  with  all  his  abilities,  honours  and  learned  produc- 
tions, as  no  more  than  their  poor  humble  afliftant.  Ama- 
zing confidence  ! Unparalelled  diffimulation  ! Can  he  real- 
ly expe61:  thus  to  cajole  any  fenfible,  difcerning  teacher  of 
youth  ? Thick  as  this  cloud  of  incenfe  is,  it  muff  be  a defer- 
able nuifance  to  'fuch  a one.  What  does  he,  but,  under  a 
profufion  of  deceitful  compliments,  tell  parents  and  teach- 
ers to  their  face,  that  they  are  fo  ignorant  and  ftupid,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  diftinguifh  a New  Teftament  of  his  forgery , 
from  the  one  given  by  infpiration  of  God ; and  a ftrange 
medley  of  Socinian  crudities,  from  the  well  authenticated 
and  falutary  faith  of  Chriftians  ? or  that  they  are  fo  fupple 
and  infatuated,  as  all  at  once,  on  the  fummons  of  a doughty 
fugar-mouthed  Dodlor,  not  only  to  defert  the  faith  of  the 
Bible,  that  of  their  fathers,  and  their  own  faith,  and  to  adopt 
a fyftem  of  cunningly  devifed  and  deftru£tive  fables  in  the 
place  of  it,  without  any  other  evidence  of  the  error  of  the  one, 
or  truth  of  the  other,  than  his  bold  infinuation  ; — but  alfo, 
to  inftil  the  fatal  poifon  into  the  tender  unfufpe<fting  minds 
of  thofe,  whom  providence  hath  committed  to  their  care, 
and  for  whofe  culture,  while  continued  under  their  direc- 
tion, they  are  refponfible  to  God,  to  the  church,  and  to  their 
country. 

This  would  certainly  be  a great  point  gained  by  the  new- 
light  Gentlemen.  Their  deteftation  of  the  received  cate- 
chifms  of  this,  and  other  reformed  churches,  and  their  cau- 
tions more  or  lefs  direcft,  as  might  be  ventured,  againft  the 
ufe  of  them  in  fchools  and  families,  have  been  long  known. 
Nor  is  the  reafon  any  fecret.  They  have  hated  and  dread- 
ed them  no  lefs,  than  the  ghieen-regent  of  Scotland  did  the 
prayers  and  preachings  of  the  famous  Knox,  and  other  re- 
formers of  that  period  j and  from  fimilar  principles.  For 
well  do  they  know,  while  the  minds  of  our  youth  continue 
to  be  feafoned  with  thefe  excellent  fummaries  of  Chriftian 
faith  and  pra&ice,  their  new  gofpel,  with  all  its  daubings, 
has  little  chance  for  a general  reception.  An  early  and 
powerful  antidote  is  thereby  adminiftred  againft  the  infec- 
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tion*  Bat,  con  filtering  the  natural  depravity  of  the  human 
mind,  could  they  once  prevail  with  ignorant  and  thought- 
lefs  parents,  or  with  corrupted  and  treacherous  teachers,  to 
introduce  their  new  fangled  theories  to  the  acquaintance 
and  refpe£l  of  the  rifing  generation,  their  work  would  be 
done,  without  much  fuither  need  for  Effays,  Hiftorical  pa- 
raphrafes,,  or  manuals  of  devotion. 

But,  whatever  becomes  of  the  Do&or-’s  own  grand  chil- 
dren, on  whofe  parents  he  has,  it  feems,  made  the  dreadful 
experiment,  the  children  of  his  nephews  and  the  allies  of 
his  family  *,  the  defeendahts  of  the  advertifmg  town-coun- 
cil and  feflion  of  Ayr,  upon  whom  the  awful  feripture  ap- 
pears to  be  verified, <c  the  prophets  prophefy  falfely and 

my  people  love  to  have  it  fo  f ;” — we  trull  in  God,  he  will 
preferve  the  rifing  hopes  of  our  church  and  country  from 
the  execution  of  the  hellifh  plot ; deeply  imprefling  the 
minds  of  all  who  have  the  charge  of  youth,  with  the  extent 
and  importance  of  their  trull,  and  with  that  folemn  account 
they  mufl  Ihortly  give  to  the  Judge  of  all  of  their  fidelity  in 
difeharging  it.  It  is  no  fmall  advantage  that  the  defigu 
is  at  length  publicly  avowed.  If  after  this,  parents  be  not 
doubly  on  their  guard,  refpecling  the  principles  and  modes 
of  religious  inflru£lion,  adopted  by  thofe  to  whom  they 
commit  the  education  of  their  children  ; and  if  miniflers, 
who  have  the  more  immediate  infpe£lion  of  the  fchaols  in 
their  feveral  dillricls,  do  not  watch  over  them,  with  clofer 
and  unremitting  attention,  they  muft  bear  their  own  bur- 
den. The  warning  is  diliin£l  and  exceeding  loud. 

We  are  the  rather  encouraged  to  hope  due  care,  in  this 
refpe£l,  will  not  be  awanting,  from  the  general  alarm  ta- 
ken in  fome  parts  of  the  country  at  leall,  at  the  threatened 
inundation  of  Socinianifn.  If  this  be  a painful  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  eager  Do&ors  of  that  pellilent  herefy,  and  their 
deluded  votaries;  particularly  as  it  ferves  to  convince  them, 
that  the  field  is  not  yet  quite  fo  clear  for  fpreading  their 
ravages,  as  they  imagined;  it  is  a pleafing  refledlion  to  the 
friends  of  evangelical  truth,  as  it  proves  the  generation  to 
be  lefs  funk  in  religious  ignorance  and  neutrality,  than, 

* See  Preface  to  his  Hiilory,  page  14,  with  the  Dedication  of  his  Ser- 
mons on  Family  worfhip. 

t Jer.  v.  31.  They  advertifed  in  the  jiewfpapcrs  in  favour  of  Dr. 
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from  feme  fymptoms,  they  were  apt  to  fear.  May  the 
zeal  of  all  be  according  to  knowledge,  temperate,  well  di- 
rected, and  firm. 

Thofe  who  have  had  an  a&ive  hand  in  bringing  Dr. 
M' Gill's  Ejfay  under  judicial  review,  have  deferved  well  or 
the  church,  and  of  all  their  fellow  citizens } and  if  they 
continue  to  drive  lawfully,  whatever  reproaches  are  now', 
or  ihall  hereafter  be  cad  on  them,  by  the  enemies  of  the 
gofpel,  they  will  live  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of  en- 
lightened and  pious  poderity.  It  is  to  be  regreted,  how- 
ever, that  they  have  not  extended  their  thoughts  and  en- 
deavours to  Dr.  Dalrymple's  HiJloryy  fince  they  cannot  but 
know,  thofe  of  them  who  have  read  that  work,  that  both 
the  DoCtors  are  in  the  very  fame  condemnation.  Perhaps 
they  meant  to  fimplify  the  procefs,  by  detaching  the  one  pro- 
duction from  the  other  ; refolving  to  look  after  the  other  al- 
fo,  in  its  turn.  If  fo,  lefs  can  be  laid;  the  rather  confidering 
how  matters  have  long  dood  in  the  eftablifhed  church.  Bur, 
be  the  iffue  of  their  druggie  againd  the  Effay  wdiat  it  will, 
if,  after  Handing  forth,  with  laudable  zeal  and  fortitude, 
for  its  review  and  condemnation,  they  diall  eventually 
overlook  the  Hi/lory , they  will  forfeit  no  fmall  portion  of 
their  praife  for  the  wifdom  that  cometh  from  above,  which, 
though  peaceable,  is  alfo  pure,  without  partiality,  -and  with- 
out hypocrify. 

Nor  is  the  General  Ajjembly  to  be  forgotten.  They  did 
more  and  better,  than  was  generally  expecled.  May  we 
take  it  as  a comfortable  fign,  that  they  are  now  roufed 
from  their  long  and  deep  lethargy,  and  are  determined, 
according  to  the  obligations  arifing  from  their  office  and 
dation,  and  according  to  what  the  people  of  Scotland  are 
entitled  to  hope  for  from  them,  to  Hand  up  in  future,  for 
the  defence  of  the  truth,  and  for  the  repreffion  of  the  info- 
lence  of  error,  as  well  as  of  profanity  and  immorality  ? Or 
is  their  injunction  on  the  Prefbytery  of  Ayr  to  be  confide- 
red  only  as  a political  manoeuvre,  intended,  as  fome  are 
ready  to  fufpeCt,  not  only  from  the  reigning  inattention 
and  indifference  of  many  years,  but  from  Dr.  M*  Gill's 
boading  of  the  numbers  and  drength  of,  what  he  calls,  the 
moderate  party,  to  amufe  the  public  for  a time,  and  to  find  a 
little  work  for  a few  ardent  fpirits,  who  wanted  employment, 
either  to  try  their  fincerity  and  firmflefs,  or  till  that  fmall 
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vent,  and  the  lapfe  of  a year,  uniting  with  the  difficulty, 
expence,  and  hazard  of  the  enterprize,  fhould  abate  their 
fervour:  while  the  real  determination  is,  if  the  matter 
fhould  become  ferious,  to  keep  exactly  by  that  line  of  con- 
duct, obferved  by  their  prcdeceffors  in  all  proceffes  for  error, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  century,  though  it  Ihould  be  at 
the  rifk  of  utterly  alienating  the  minds  of  the  people,  fuffi- 
ciently  foured  already,  and  of  driving  them  in  (till  greater 
fhoals  into  diffenting  churches?  We  would  gladly  hope  this 
laft  is  not  the  cafe:  and  yet,  from  the  complexion  of  the  times, 
the  continued  progreffion  of  Socirtian  and  Arminian  leaven 
among  the  minifters  of  the  eltablifhment,  the  character 
and  uniform  management  of  fome  of  thofe  who  have 
grafped,  and  long  held  the  helm  of  ecclefialtical  affairs, 
there  is  much  ground  to  fear  that  it  may. 

But  if  it  is,  and  if  that  fhall  be  proved  in, the  fequel,  ei- 
ther by  checking  the  prefent  profecution,  or  by  acquitting 
the  Doctor,  or  by  accepting  fome  futile  explications,  and 
infincere  general  profeffions  of  adherence  to  the  ftandards 
of  the  church,  as  in  fome  fimilar  cafes  formerly,  it  will  be 
demonftrated  to  the  fulleft  conviction  of  every  reafonable 
man,  that  the  conllitution  of  this  church,  as  exhibited  in 
her  books  of  public  authority,  and  even  as  fettled  at  the 
Revolution,  is  totally  unhinged  and  deltroyed  : nothing 
remaining  for  the  friends  of  our  Lord,  but  to  provide  for 
his  honour,  the  prefervation,  maintenance,  and  tranfmif- 
fion  of  his  precious  truths  and  ordinances,  and  their  own 
edification,  by  a removal  into  thofe  churches,  without  the 
pale  of  the  eltablifhment,  where  they  can  find  fuch  inva- 
luable interelts  molt  effectually  fecured  and  vigilantly 
guarded.  For,  although  much  has  been  done  for  the  demo- 
lition of  the  city  of  God  in  this  land,  efpecially  from  the 
vear  1714  and  downwards;  yet  no  one,  in  connection  with 
the  church,  was  ever  found  fo  bold,  as  in  a publication  to  the 
world,  bearing  his  real  fignature,  and  reviewed  by  the 
courts,  openly  to  degrade  the  Son  of  God  into  a mere 
man , or  a perfon  of  cur  own  order , to  deny  his  real  and 
proper  atonement  for  the  fins  of  men,  or  to  go  about  in  fub- 
verting  the  divinity  and  perforrality  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Thefe  exploits  were  referred  for  the  hardier  Socinian  Doc- 
tors of  Ayr . And  if  they,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  efcape 
with  impunity,  or  even  without  the  higheft  cenfures  of  the 
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Iioufe  of  God,  but  on  an  unequivocal,  full,  and  public  re- 
cantation of  their  damnable  errors,  and  the  molt  fatisfac- 
tory  profefiions  of  repentance,  they  thereby  folemnize  the 
funeral,  and  feal  the  fepulchre  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 
That  matters  really  (land  under  thefe  circumftances,  will 
be  obvious  to  every  perfon  on  an  attentive,  unprejudiced 
perufal  of  the  following  (heets. 

It  fhould  feem  that  much,  if  not  the  principal,  danger  of 
the  Socinian  fcheme,  as  obtruded  upon  us  by  the  two  late 
adventurers,  arifes  from  the  very  artful  and  infidious  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  prefented  it,  combined  with  the  ap- 
pearances of  extraordinary  piety  and  devotion,  and  of  warm 
refpetft  for  the  interefts  of  practical  religion  and  morality. 
The  device  is  far  from  being  new:  It  is  as  ancient  as  the 
apoftolic  times  at  lead,  and  has  been  pradtifed,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  their  refpedtive  abilities,  and  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  people,  whom  they  intended  to  make  a prey, 
by  the  principal  feducers  in  every  age.  But  it  is  well  fuited 
to  take  with  the  ignorant  and  unwary.  It  is  not  readily 
apprehended  by  fimple  people,  unverfed  in  the  arts  of  cun- 
ning craftinefs,  that  that  fyftem  of  doctrine  can  be  falfe  and 
peftilential,  which  looks  fo  fair,  and  of  which  they  find  fuch 
plaufible  and  important  improvement  can  be  made;  or  that 
thofe  can  be  wolves,  who  have  the  addrefs  to  array  themfelves 
completely  in  fheeps  cloathing  ; that  that  man  can  be  a falfe 
prophet,  who  prefents  all  the  exterior  of  one  who  ftands  in 
God’s  counfel, makes  religion  his  main  bufinefs,and  lives  only 
to  recommend  and  propagate  it.  It  is  therefore  the  defign  of 
the  fubfequent  pages,  to  exhibit  the  fpirit  of  error,  recent- 
ly appearing  among  us,  in  his  own  proper  form  ; that 
people  may  be  fatisfied  he  is  indeed  Satan  transformed 
into  an  Angel  of  Light ; or  if  they  (liould  fail  of  full  con- 
viction of  this,  that  they  may  at  leaft  be  put  upon  their 
guard,  and  induced  to  ufe  farther  means  for  their  inftruc- 
tion  and  prefervation. 

It  is  fully  three  years,  fince  the  writer  formed  a deftgn 
of  laying  before  the  public  the  fubftance  of  Dr.  JVBGill’s 
fyftem,  on  the  prefent  plan.  He  had  made  progrefs,  bv 
taking  extradls  and  otherwife,  before  he  heard  of  any  other 
entering  the  lame  field.  But  the  work  was  laid  afidc, 
without  any  intention  of  ever  refuming  it ; partly,  becaufe 
he  was  unwilling  to  be  the  firft  in  drawing  attention  to  fo 
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artful  and  dangerous  a production,  and  tlieiebv  promoting 
its  circulation  and  perufal ; partly,  becaufe  writers  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  foon  appeared  in  feveral  forms  of  at- 
tack ; and  it  feemed  probable,  that  others  who  bad  more 
leifure  and  ability  than  he  could  pretend  to,  would  follow, 
pofiibly,  in  the  immediate  profec.ution  of  his  defign.  He 
is  far  from  wifliing  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  thofe  that 
have  gone  before.  He  read  with  avidity,  and  not  without 
fatisfa£Hon,  all  their  performances.  Some  of  them  appear 
to  him  to  have  done  excellently  on  thofe  branches  of  the 
fubje£l,  on  which  they  chofe  to  bellow  particular  attention. 
'Yet  he  refumed  his  purpofe  in  June  lad,  and  now  prefumes 
to  (land  forth  in  his  own  place:  partly,  becaufe  the  EJfay 
has  attracted  public  obfervation,  and  excited,  in  fome  pla- 
ces, a ferment  and  fpirit  of  enquiry,  quite  beyond  what  was 
expelled;  and  he  is  willing  to  contribute  his  fervices  for 
fixing  the  minds,  and  directing  the  views  of  thofe  who  are 
not  better  provided  ; partly,  becaufe  Dr . Dalrymple' s Hi- 
Jlory , of  which  he  had  no  knowledge  till  the  time  lad  men- 
tioned, a compolition  of  the  very  fame  nature,  and  manifed- 
ly  calculated  to  fpread  the  fame  delufion,  has  not  come  un- 
der the  review  of  any  other  writer  ; and  partly,  becaufe  his 
plan,  which  feems  not  the  lead  eligible,  has  not  been  adop- 
ted by  any  who  have  taken  the  field  againd  the  DJfay. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  fome  friends  of  the  gofpel, 
poflcffmg  the  requifite  time  and  qualifications,  would  un- 
dertake a fcriptural  argumentative  defence  of  the  feveral 
truths  attacked  by  theDodlors,  and  a confutation  of  the  many 
abominable  and  ruining  errors  advanced  by  them  ; or  that 
they  would  take  neceffary  meafures  for  having  the  princi- 
pal books,  containing  fuch  defences  and  confutations,  put 
into  as  general  and  eafy  a circulation  as  pofiible,  among  the 
people  of  Scotland.  The  times  and  the  intereds  of  reli- 
gion call  for  it  very  loudly.  If  fo,  thofe  who  have  it  in 
their  power  to  difplay  the  banner,  in  this  manner,  in  be- 
half of  the  truth,  againd  the  enemy  coming  in  like  a flood, 
mud  be  highly  criminal,  in  with-holding  their  fervices. 
There  are  comparatively  few,  however,  whofe  circumdan- 
ces  enable  them  to  purchafe  books  of  fuch  a price*,  fewer, 
who  have  leifure  to  read  them,  and  fewer  dill,  who  have  a 
capacity  for  following  laboured  arguments,  be  they  ever  fo 
clear  and  jud  in  themfelves.  The  performances  adapted  to 
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rl'.c  ui*c  of  the  matiyy  at  lcaft  on  controverfial  fubjc&s,  muft 
be  not  onlv  of  the  eafieft  purchafe,  but  as  plain  and  iimple, 
as  the  nature  of  them  will,  by  any  means,  admit. 

For  thisreafon,  the  object  of  the  prefent  writer  is,  to  ex- 
hibit the  Socinian  Creed,  as  held  by  the  above-mentioned 
authors,  in  as  clear,  fhort,  and  comprehenfive  a fummary, 
as  he  could,  illuftrated  and  confirmed  by  extracts  from  their 
works  in  their  own  words ; and  then,  directly  to  contrail 
it  with  the  facred  oracles,  and  the  fubordinate  Itandards  of 
the  church  of  Scotland.  It  is  his  fmeere  defire,  and  he  has 
made  it  his  honelt,  itudious  endeavour,  not  to  impute  to 
them  a fingle  fentiment,  which  they  do  not  hold.  lie 
hopes,  accordingly,  that  every  article  laid  to  their  charge, 
is  fupported  by  full  and  undeniable  evidence.  If  any  in- 
ftance  of  the  contrary  (hall  be  found,  he  is  heartily  forry  for 
it:  He  wiflies  the  public  to  fee  with  their  own  eyes,  to  fu- 
ftain  no  article,  but  in  fo  far  as  is  deafly  proved,  and  to  do 
juftice  to  the  injured. — The  teftimony  of  feripture  refts  on 
its  own  authority,  can  receive  nothing  from  men,  and  muft 
be  decifive  among  all  Chriftians.  Only  a few  paflages  of 
many,  that  might  have  been  adduced,  are  feleded.  Per- 
haps thefe  are  not  always  the  mod  pertinent ; but  they 
are  fuch  as  appear  fullicient  to  fhew,  with  irreftible  evidence, 
that  Socinianiftn  is  not  of  God,  but  abhorred  and  condemned 
by  him.  And  here  too,  it  is  reafonable,  that  every  man  be 
fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind. — The  Itandards  of  the 
church  of  Scotland , to  which  thofe  of  all  the  other  reformed 
churches,  on  the  points  in  queltion,  as  might  eafily  be  fhewn, 
were  it  not  tedious  and  unneceflary,  are  exaddy  conform- 
able, profefs  to  be  built  on  the  foundation  of  feripture  alone, 
and  declare  to  all  what  (lie  has  agreed  to  receive  and  hold, 
as  her  faith,  derived  from  thefe  infallible  records.  And 
every  one  muft  be  convinced,  on  the  flighted:  comparifon, 
that  they,  alfo,  ftand  in  a direct  and  pointed  opposition  to 
all  the  parts  of  the  Socinian  fcheme. 

He  knows  nothing  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  in- 
quiry, appointed  by  the  prefbytery  of  Ayry  in  confequence 
of  the  direction  of  the  General  AJfcmblyy  further  than  the 
public  papers  have  notified.  By  thefe  it  appears,  the  Com- 
mittee have  obferved  the  fame  general  line  of  inveftigation 
and  detection,  which  he  has  chofen.  And  if  their  report 
is  given  to  the  world,  as  it  is  natural  to  fup^ofe  it  muft,  in 
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due  time,  he  flatters  himfelf  it  will,  fo  far  as  it  goes,  juflify 
that  part  of  the  charge  which  lies  againft  Dr.  M‘Gill,  and 
likwife  elucidate  and  confirm  the  contrail.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  will  own,  that  it  was  with  wonder  and  grief,  he 
received  the  information  of  their  reltri6ling  their  inquiry 
to  four  ox  five  particulars;  fince  the  Affembly  left  the  pref- 
bytery  at  liberty,  or  rather  injoined  them,  to  point  out  e- 
very  thing  in  the  Ejfay  which  they  deemed  inconfiftent  with 
the  word  of  God,  and  the  ftandards  of  this  Church;  and 
fince,  if  the  members  of  the  Committee  be  of  the  faith  of 
the  Church,  as  it  is  faid  they  are,  they  cannot  but  have 
found,  on  the  mofl  fuperficial  examination,  a great  many 
other  things  equally  repugnant  to  the  rule,  as  the  articles 
which  they  have  piefented  to  the  cognizance  of  the  courts. 
Their  motives  for  this  condu£l  remain  with  themfelves,  and 
their  counfellors.  But  if  they  have  thought,  by  reflri£ling 
their  ilatement  to  thefe  parts  of  the  Socinian  fcheme  which 
diflinguifh  it  from  the  Arminian  fyftem,  and  which  appear 
more  palpable  and  fhocking  on  the  face  of  the  EJfay>  fuch  as 
thofe  that  relate  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift  and  his  atonement, 
to  induce  the  Arminian  members  of  the  Church,  to  go  more 
eafily  into  the  condemnation  of  the  Do£lor’s  book,  they  are 
like  to  meet  with  a difappointment.  Some  of  thefe  Gentle- 
men can  fee  as  far  in  certain  things  as  moll  of  their  neigh- 
bours, and  will  not  fail  to  give  the  word  to  their  brethren — 
Equo  ne  credited cucri.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  be  fub- 
mitted  to  their  ferious  confideration,  politics  laid  afide,  whe- 
ther, and  how  far,  they  have  not  loll  a noble  opportunity,  the 
moll  favourable  of  the  kind  that  may  ever  occur  to  them,  of 
bearing  honourable  tellimony  to  a great  number  of  moll  pre- 
cious and  important  truths,  “which  have  been  long  affaflina- 
ted  by  thofe  that  pretend  to  be  their  guardians,  and  left 
bleeding  in  our  llreets. 

There  is  little,  or  no  hope,  that  what  is  now,  has  been 
formerly,  or  {hall  hereafter  be  offered,  on  the  Socinian  con- 
troverfy,  will  make  any  falutary  impreflion  on  the  Ayr 
Dotlors,  or  others,  who,  through  their  means,  have  drunk 
deep  into  the  bewitching  fpirit  of  the  fcheme.  With  God, 
indeed,  rail  things  are  poflible.  Peradventure  he  will  give 
them  repentance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth;  but, 
ufually,  evil  men  and  feducers  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  decei- 


[IS  3 

ving  and  being  deceived  (a) ; and  very  rarely  are  thofe  reco- 
\ered  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil,  who  in  this  manner  are 
taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will(£).  It  is  an  alarming  decla- 
ration, at  which  it  becomes  all  of  us  to  tremble,  but  exempli- 
fied, there  is  reafon  to  fear,  in  every  age : ‘ And  for  this  caufe, 
« becaufe  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they 

* might  be  hived,  God  fhall  fend  them i Jlrong  delufnn , that  they 
« fhould  believe  a lie , that  they  all  might  be  damned,  who 

< believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteouf- 

< nefs  (<:).’  What  fhall  we  then  fay,  is  God  unrighteous,  who, 
by  leaving  men  to  wander  in  their  own  counfels,  andgi- 
ving  them  up  a prey  to  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  in  this  man- 
ner taketh  vengeance  on  their  unbelief,  pride,  and  other  un- 
mortified indulged  lulls  ? ‘ God  forbid  ; for  then,  how  fhall 

* God  judge  the  world  (,/)?  ’ 

On  others  this  fmall,  very  fimple,  and  unambitious  per- 
formance, may,  through  the  divine  blefting,  have  fome  de- 
finable effect.  If  it  fhall  be  ufeful  for  informing  any,  who 
hitherto  have  not  known  what  is  truth,  or  for  eflablifhing 
any,  who,  through  the  darknefs  and  vanity  of  their  minds, 
or  the  Height  of  other  men,  are  ready  to  halt  between  two 
opinions;  or  for  confirming  any  who  are  already  rooted  and 
grounded  in  Chrift,  that  they  may  Hand  firmer  againfl  the 
wind  of  temptation ; or  for  exciting  a fpirit  of  inquiry,  where 
it  {lumbers,  and  directing  it  where  indetermined  in  its  mo- 
tions; or  for  making  the  word  of  God,  and  the  different 
forms  of  found  words,  received  by  this  church,  more  fami- 
liar to  thofe  who  profefs  regard  to  them — the  end  will  not 
be  loft.  And,  in  order  to  infure  fuch  valuable  purpofes,  that 
the  God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father  of  glory,  may 
give  unto  every  reader  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation 
in  thedcnowledge  of  him,  that  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding 
being  enlightened,  he  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his 
calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance 
in  the  faints,  is  the  prayer  of 

JAMES  RAMSAY. 
Glasg  ow,  January  7 thy  1790. 

(a)z7  irn.iii.  13.  (^)Chap.  ii.  26.  (c)  zTlielT.  ii.  10, —12.  (</)  Rom.  iii.5. 
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The  Reader  will  pleafe  to  obferye  the  following  things : 

Firll  in  order,  is  the  Article,  containing  the  fubflance  of  the 
doflrine  tauglit,  more  or  lefs,  dircflly,  by  Drs.  M‘Gill  and  Dal- 
rymple,  on  a larger  Type. 

Immediately  is  fubjoined  the  Illustration  of  the  Article,  in 
the  words  of  the  Authors,  on  a fmaller  Type. 

Then  follows  the  Contrast,  from  the  feriptures,  the  Wejlmin - 
Jler  Corifeflion  of  Faith  and  Catechifms,  on  the  fame  Type. 

M and  1)  prefixed  to  the  Articles  and  Illuft ration  mean  Dr. 
M‘Gill  and  Dr.  Dalrymple  refpe&ively. 

The  books  referred  to,  are  Dr.  M‘Gill’s  Practical  Essay  on 
the  Death  of  Jesus  Christ,  Dr.  Dalrymple’s  History  of 
Christ,  and  his  Family  Worship  explained  and  recommended *. 

The  References  are  thrown  to  the  foot  of  the  Page,  by  a fmall 
character,  in  the  order  of  the  Alphabet;  firll  thofe  in  the  Illuitra- 
tron,  and  then  thofe  in  the  Contrail. 

The  fecond  figure  in  the  Reference  to  Dr.  Dalrymple’s  Hljlory 
points  to  the  correfponding  figure  in  his  Paraphrafe;  where,  or  in 
the  fubjoined  note,  the  words  are  found. 

Conf.  Signifies  Confefiion  of  Faith;  LC  Larger  Catechifm; 
S Q Shorter  Catechifm;  and  Qj;he  Quellion  of  each,  from  the  an- 
fwer  to  which  the  quotation  is  made. 

The  Latin  Phrafe,  ut  fupra , fometimes  occurring  in  the  illullra- 
tion,  fignifies  as  above , and  intimates  that  the  following  words  of 
that  quotation  Hand  as  in  the  Article. 

As  the  Socihian  fyllem  is  connected,  and  the  parts  have  a mtn 
tual  dependence,  to  form  a proper  judgment  of  it,  and  of  the  ju- 
flice  here  done  to  it,  it  will  be  necelfafy  to  perufe  not  one  or  two 
of  the  articles , illujl rations,  and  cojitrajls,  only,  but  the  whole. 

•'  * '•  it  " 

* Dr.  Dalrymple,  in  the  Preface  to  his  Hiftory,  fpeaks  of  a book  of 
Reflections,  which  he  intended-  at  that  time,  it  teems,  to  give  to  the 
world,  and  which  he  delires  the  reader  to  confult,  as  he  goes  on,  along 
with  the  Paraphrafe  and  Notes.  But,  at  the  end  of  his  work,  he  tell  us 
the  fame  reflections  remain  as  yet  with  himfelf,  and  inflnuates  a doubt 
whether  they  fliall  ever  be  publifhed.  The  reafon  of  his  hesitation  is  ob- 
vious: Thefe  would  have  difeovered  his  fentinients  about  feveral  things 
more  clearly,  than  he  thinks  they  are  already,  and  than  he  chufes  they 
ihouid  for  the  prefent.  His  Catechifm,  lately  publifhed,  has  not  come 
to  the  hand  of  the  Author,  elfe  what  lights  it  holds  uut  wesM  have  been 
ufed. 
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SCRIPTURAL  DETECTION 

\ 

O F 

Satan  transformed  into  an  Angel  of  Light. 

t 

Of  the  writers  of  Sacred  Scripture. 

Article  I.  D.  r~riHE  writers  of  facred  fcripture,  at 

leaf!  the  Evangelifts,  were  not 
always  under  the  immediate  infallible  guidance,  and  effec- 
tually determining  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoii,  even  as  to  the 
matters  of  their  record  ; but,  to  fay  no  more,  were  occafio- 
nally  left,  in  the  concealing  or  narrating  of  fa£ts,  to  their 
own  pleafure  and  difcretion  : And  in  fundry  inftances  they 
have  ufed  this  liberty,  as  fwayed  by  partial  aiTedlion,  by  the 
dictates  of  other  men,  by  interefted  and  prudential  confide- 
rations,  or  even  byjihe  apprehended  beauty  of  circumflan- 
ces. 

Illustration.  D.  The  Lord  appointed  other  feventy  alfo. 
c<  Luke  is  the  only  Evangelilt  who  gives  us  this  hiilory,  probably 
owing  to  his  being  one  of  them  himfelf,  agreeable  to  ancient  tra- 
dition” (a).  They  that  received  tribute-money  came  to  Peter,  See. 
“ St.  Auguftine  fays  Mark,  who  was  a difciple  of  Peter,  omits  this, 
becaufe  it  was  honourable  to  that  apoftle, — and  perhaps  his  ma- 
Jler  forbade  him , to  infert  filch  things  as  tended  to  aggrandize 
him”  (3). — The  temple  how  it  was  adorned,  See.  “ No  impoftor 
would  have  foretold  an  event  fo  unlikely  and  difagreeable.  John 
fays  nothing  of  it,  left  any  fhould  have  faid  the  prophecy  was 
forged  after  the  event”  Jefus  {hewed  himfelf  again,  Sec.  “ an 
appearance  fall  of  ^grace  and  beauty,  therefore  preferved  by  his  in- 
timate” ( d ).  * 

A 

Contrast.  All  fcripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God  (a). 
When  the  fpirit  of  truth  is  come,  ,he  he  {hall  guide  you  into  all 

Illu 3.  (fl)  P.  277.  1.  ( b ) 238.  I.  (^)  386.  3.  (J)  JCI.  1. 

Cont,  (a)  2 T.  iii.  16. 

c 
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Of  the  authority  of  Scripture,  and  the  liberties  that  may  be  taken 

with  it. 

Article  II.  M.  D.  We  are  under  no  obligations  to 
fubmit  implicitly  to  the  decifions  of  fcripture,  and  to  form 
all  our  fentiments  in  matters  of  religion  by  it.  As  it  is  a 
nofe  of  wax  that  may  be  moulded  into  any  fhape  and  fet  in 
all  directions,  we  are  free,  without  refpect  to  its  pretenfled 
authority,  the  obvious  meaning  of  particular  palfages,  the 
context  or  the  analogy  of  faith,  to  twill  it  into  coincidence 
with  cur  own  preconceived  opinions  and  prejudices  of  every 

truth  (£).  He  lhall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to 
your  remembrance  (e).  The  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by 
the  will  of  man;  but  holy  men  of  God  fpoke,  as  they  were  moved 
by  the  Holy  Gho/l  ( d ) — becaufe  when  ye  received  the  word  of  God, 
which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  received  it,  not  as  the  word  of  men , but 
as  it  is  in  truth  the  word  of  God  (<?). 

Under  the  name  of  the  holy  fcripture,  or  the  word  of  God  writ- 
ten, are  now  contained  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
which  are  thefe  — Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  See. — all  which 
are  given  by  infpiration  of  God,  to  be  the  rule  of  faith  and  life. 
The  authority  of  the  holy  fcripture,  for  which  it  ought  to  be  be- 
lieved and  obeyed,  dependeth  wholly  upon  God,  who  is  truth  it- 
felf : And  is  therefore  to  be  received,  becaufe  it  is  the  word  of 
God  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  By  one  man’s  difobedience  many  were 
made  finer s “ or  treated  as  filch,  by  being  adjudged  to  death” — 
By  the  obedience  of  one  lhall  many  be  made  righteous — “ by  being 
rettored  to  life  (a).” — And  admired  in  all  them  that  believe, 
<<  of  all  them,  &c”  ( b ).  We fall  be  alfo  (“  that  is,  we  ought  to  be”) 
in  the  likenefs  of  his  refurredlion  fc). — Eternal  life,  which  God 
that  cannot  lie  promifed  (“  i.  e.  decreed  to  promife”)  before  the 
world  began  (r/).—  Knowing,  that  the  Father  had  given,  “ that  is, 
decreed  to  give”  all  tilings  into  his  hand  (e).  There  mud:  alfo, 
of  necefiity,  be  the  death  of  the  tellator,  “ of  the  victim  appointed 
to  confirm  it”  (the  covenant.)  It  is  of  no  firength  at  all,  while 
the  tellator  liveth.  “ While  the  appointed  vidlim  of  ratification 
liveth  Chrifl  Jefus,  who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought 

it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God. — “ Did  not  hold  it  for  a prey 

(l)  J.  xv i.  13.  (0  xiv.  26.  (d)  iP.L  21.  (0  I Th.  ii.  13.  (/)  Conf. 

Chap,  i-  2-  4-  See  on  the  following  article. 

"ulus.  M.  («)  P.279.  (0  3°9*  (0451*  (0  241-  (0  312*  (/)33r* 
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kind.  By  the  invention  of  alluiions,  references  to  popular 
opinion,  the  dexterity  of  glofhng  and  the  leveral  arts  of  cri- 
ticifm,  we  may  reitridf  its  fenfe  or  enlarge  and  pervert  it. 
AVe  may  impofe  on  it  any  fenfe,  or  fqueeze  it  into  no  fenie, 
as  fuits  our  conveniency.  Nor  do  we  run  any  hazard,  or 

to  be  as  God”  (g).  Of  this  high  advancement  of  the  Son  of 
man  the  frji  \ vifible  ejfc  cl,  was  the  publication  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
world,  and  free  admiffion  of  men  of  all  nations  into  the  church  (/). 
— Any  temporal  good  whatever,  though  tliis  alfo  is  generally  theirs, 
(the  enjoyment  of  the  dil'ciples  of  Chriit)  as  much  or  more  than 
others”  (/’). 

D.  The  Father — hath  committed,  “ or  decreed  to  commit,” 
all  judgment  to  the  Son  (<?).  And  the  fmall  fifhes  he  bleffed — 
“ he  bleffed  God  for,  imploring  at  the  fame  time  his  continued  good- 
nefs  (3).”  I am  the  living  bread,  which  came  down  from  heaven. 
“ I am  the  beftower  of  that  living  bread  (-)•”  And  where  I am 
(“  or  fli all  be”)  ye  cannot  come  (.'/).  He  lift  up  his  hands  and 
blessed  them — “ He  lift  up  his  hands  over  them,  and  folemnly 
bleffed,  or  prayed  io  God  for  them  (e).”  The  Son  of  man  is  deli- 
vered into  the  hands  of  men — “ is  foon , by  means  of  a traitoV,  to  be 
delivered. •«  What  was  certainly  and  quickly  to  be  done,  is  fpoken  of 
by  Mark  as  already  done.  J.  xii.  13.  xvii.  24.  E.  ii.  5,  6.  H.  xii. 
22.  (/).  Thou  (halt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord, — “ the  face 
of  the  Lord’s  Chriji ” to  prepare  his  way  (g). — a people  prepared 
for  the  Lord — u for  receiving  the  Lord  in  his  illujlrious  Ch/ifl  (3).” 
All  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine — “ all  things  belonging  to  your 
office  and  the  good  of  the  church  ; to  be  reftridted  to  the  fubjedl  iu 
hand  (/).”  Thomas  anfwered  my  lord  and  my  God  ! “ my 
Lord  indeed ! ! and  O my  God  ! what  have  I been  witnefs  un- 
to (3).” 

The  fame  day,  when  the  even  was  come,  See.  ic  or  rather  one  of 
thefe  days  (/).”  And  all  the  devils  “ or  mad-men,  believing 
themfelves  to  be  under  fuch  deplorable  influence”  bel'ought  him, 
faying,  fend  us  into  the  fwine  (w).  An  xAngel  went  down,  at  a 
certain  ieafon,  into  the  pool — “ the  common  belief  was  fo.  — This 
water  had  probably,  at  fome  particular  times  medicinal  virtues  (/;).” 
If  one  went  unto  them  from  the  dead,  they  will  repent — “ This 

(j)  4*4-  (!>)  412.  (i)  298.  See  in  oppofition  to  it  a.  ii.  to  the  x, 

See  how  this  contradicts  J.  xvi.  33.  M.  xvi.  24.  1 C.  i.  26 — 28. 
1.  ii.  5.  Pf.  lxxiv.  19. 

I).  ( a ) P.  no.  13.  (£)  222.  See  the  like  correction  on  M.  xiv.  22. 

P.  419.  2.  on  L.  xxiv.  30.  P.  495.  (?)  208.  (//)  254.  4-  5-  (?)  510! 

(/)  238.  5.  (g)  28.  iC.  (/;)  20.  27.  (i)  441'.  14*  (*)  500.  (/;  no.  X. 
(»)  3-  («)  126.  8. 
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forfeit  any  portion  of  our  reputation  as  Chriftians  by  dir  eel 
and  flat  contradictions.  Efpecially  may  thole  liberties  be 
taken,  when  we  are  in  danger  of  being  deceived  into  too 
high  an  eiteem  of  Jesus  Christ. 

feetns probable , but  is  not  at  all  certain.”  And  he  fald  unto  them, 
if  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  per- 
fuaded,  though  one  rofe  from  the  dead  (o). 

Contrast.  To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  if  they  fpeak  not 
according  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them  ( a ). 
He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me,  and  he  that  defpifeth  you,  def- 
pifeth  me;  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  delpifeth  him  that  fent  me.  (£). 
We  have  alfo  a more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  whereunto  ye  do  well 
that  ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a light,  that  (hineth  in  a dark  place  (c). 
»See  that  ye  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh  : For  if  they  efcaped  not, 
who  refufed  him  that  fpoke  on  earth,  much  more  ihall  not  we  e- 
fcape,  if  we  turn  away  from  him,  that  fpeaketh  to  us  from  heaven  ( d ). 
If  any  man  teach  otherwife,  and  confent  not  to  wholefome  words, 
even  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  the  doctrine  accord- 
ing  to  godlincfs;  he  is  proud  knowing  nothing,  but  doting  about 
queftions  and  lbrifes  of  words, — perverfe  difputingsof  men  of  corrupt 
minds  and  deftitute  of  the  truth  (e).  If  any  man  fhall  add  unto 
thefe  things,  God  fhall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written 
in  this  book.  And  if  any  man  fhall  take  away  from  the  words  of 
the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  fhall  take  away  his  name  out  of  the 
book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which  are 
written  in  this  book  {/)•  Every  word  of  God  is  pure. — Add  thou 
net  to  his  words,  left  he  reprove  thee,  and  thou  be  found  a liar 

Unto  which  (feriptures)  nothing  at  any  time  is  to  be  added, 
whether  by  new  revelations  of  the  Spirit,  or  traditions  of  men. 
The  fupreme  Judge,  by  which  all  controverfies  of  religion  are  to 
be  determined,  and  in  whofe  fentence  we  are  to  reft,  can  be  no  other 
but  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fpeaking  in  the  feripture  (/>).  The  holy 
feriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  are  the  word  of  God, 
the  only  rule  of  faith  and  obedience.  The  holy  feriptures  are  to 
be  read  with  a high  and  reverend  efteem  of  them;  with  a firm  per- 
fuafion,  that  they  are  the  very  word  of  God; — with  a deiire  to 
know,  believe  and  obey,  the  will  of  God  revealed  in  them  ; with 
diligence  and  attention  to  the  matter  and  fcope  of  them  ; with  me- 
ditation, application,  felf-denial,  and  prayer  (i). 

( rj ) 326.  2.  Thefe  are  a very  fmall  fpecimen,  as  the  reader  will  hud  in  our 

progrefs.' 

Contr.  (a)  If.  viii.  20.  (£)  L.  x.  16.  (c)  2 P.  r.  19.  (d)  H.  xii.  25. 

(e)  1 T.  vi.  3 — 5.  (f)  Rv.  xxii.18.  (g)  Pr.  xxx.  6.  7.  See  PI.  xix.  7 — II. 

Pf.  cxix.  105.  A.  xvii.  n.  2 P.  iii.  16.  (<6)  Conf.  Chap.  i.  6.  10, 

(i)  L.  C.  Q^3*  90.  See  on  preceding  article. 
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Oj  Revealed  Relight:. 

Article  III.  M.  In  revealed  religion  there  are  no  my- 
Jteries , or  doctrines  above  the  fphere,  and  diflonant  to  the 
apprehenfions  of  natural  reafon.  It  does  not  require  fupe- 
rior  capacity  and  penetration  of  any  kind  to  unclerftand  it 
aright,  and  to  our  everlafting  happinefs,  fo  much  as  that 
honed  mind,  which  may  be  found  with  thofe  who  as  yet 
are  unwife  to  falvation.  Every  part  of  it  is  fo  confident 
with  reafon,  the  original  gift  of  God,  and  poflefled  by  every 
man,  that  all  its  dodlrines,  fairly  interpreted,  are  perfedllv 
confonant  thereto.  It  is  therefore  fo  intelligible,  that  with 
reafonable  attention  and  honed  views,  without  any  extra- 
ordinary abidance,  it  may  be  fufliciently  known  and  under- 
itood  by  all. 

Illustration.  M.  “ This  divine  philofophy— does  not  re- 
quire capacity  and  penetration  to  underftand  it,  fo  much  as  an 
honed  mind.  He  who  applies  this  to  it,  though  he  be  otherwife 
fimple  and  unlearned,  will  foon  be  made  wile  to  lalvation.  It 
(the  gofpel)  encourages  and  requires  the  faithful  exercife  of  that 
leading  faculty  of  man,  which  we  call  reafon,  and  all  its  words  fair- 
ly interpreted  are  perfedlly  confonant  thereto  (a).  It  is,  (reveal- 
ed truth)  therefore,  intelligible,  and  may,  with  reafonable  attention 
and  honeft  views  be  underftood  and  known.  It  is  confident  in 
every  part  with  itfelf,  and  with  reafon  the  original  gift  of  God”  (b). 

Co  ntr ast.  But  we  fpeak  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a myflery,  even 
the  hidden  wifdom,  which  God  ordained  before  the  world,  to  our 
glory  (a).  And  without  controverfy,  great  is  the  myjlery  of  godli- 
nefs  : God  was  manifeft  in  flefh,  &c  (b).  Unto  all  riches  of  the 
full  a durance  of  underftanding,  to  the  acknowlegement  of  the  my- 
jlery of  God,  and  of  the  Father  and  of  Chrift  (r).  Eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But 
God  hath  revealed  them  to  us  by  his  Spirit : for  the  Spirit  fearch- 

eth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of  God The  things  of  God 

knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God — The  natural  man  recei- 
veth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  Clod  : for  they  are  foolilhnefs 
to  him  ; neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually 
difeerned  (r/). — The  Greeks  feek  after  wifdom:  But  we  preach 


Illus.  M.  (a)  P.469.  (/>)  P.532. 

Contr.  («■)  i C.  ii.  7.  .(5)  1 T.  iii.  16. 

I C.  iv.  I.  ( d ) 1 C.  ii.  9 — 14. 


(c)  Co.  ii.  2.  M.  xiii.  ii. 


* 
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Of  the  Divine  Perfections. 

Article  IV.  M.  God  cannot  be  pofiefl’ed  of  infinite 
perfection  : Particularly,  he  muft  be  deficient  in  goodnefs, 
wifdom,  and  juftice  ; nor  can  he  have  any  claim  to  abfo- 
lute  independence.  For  he  gave  a law  to  man  which  re- 
quired perfect  obedience,  and  that  could  not  be  violated 
without  a forfeiture  of  home  portion  of  his  happinefs  ; while 
yet  he  knew,  that,  from  the  very  conilitution  of  his  nature, 
he  was  utterly  unable  to  keep  it,  and  under  a moral  necef- 
fity  of  tranfgreffing  it.  He  adjudged  the  whole  poflerity  of 
Adam  to  innumerable  calamities,  and  to  temporal  death, 
without  finding  them  guilty  of  any  crime.  He  may,  and 
often  does  inflidl  all  forts  of  fufferings  in  this  world  upon 
the  human  race,  in  virtue  of  his  abfolute  fovereignty,  and 
without  refpeCt  to  fin  as  the  moral  caufe  of  them  ; fortnetimes, 
for  the  fake  of  trial,  exercife,  and  improvement,  to  exhibit 
eminent  examples  of  goodnefs,  and  to  prepare  the  perfons 
themfelves  for  higher  honours  and  rewards.  Nay  he  fo  go- 
verns the  world,  that  the  mold  innocent  and  virtuous,  in  this 
refpeCt,  fuffer  in  great  extremity  on  account,  and  fometimes 
in  the  (lead  of  finners.  He  is  fo  fubjeCted  to  the  will  of 
his  rational  creatures,  particularly  of  man,  that  his  power 
is  thereby  limited  and  checked ; his  molt  fixed  purpofes 

Chrift  crucified,  to  the  Jews  a humbling  block,  and  unto  the 
Greeks  faolifmefs  (r). — May  give  unto  you  the  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  him;  the  eyes  of  your  underhand- 
ing  being  enlightened,  &c  (/).  Every  man,  therefore,  that  hath 
heard  and  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  to  me  (g).  Blehed  art 
thou-—  flefh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Fa- 
ther which  is  in  heaven  ( h ).  Ye  have  an  unftion  from  the  holy  One j 
and  ye  know  all  things — The  fame  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all 
things  (i). 

The  whole  counfel  of  God,  concerning  all  things  necehary  for 
his  own  glory,  man’s  falvation,  faith  and  life,  is  either  exprefly  fet 
down  in  feripture,  or  by  good  and  necehary  confequence  may  be 
deduced  from  feripture — Neverthelefs,  we  acknowledge  the  inward 
illumination  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  necehary  for  the  faving  uu- 
derflanding  of  fuch  things  as  are  revealed  in  the  word  (/•). 

(e) i C.  020,23.  (/) E.  1.17.23*  C?)J* 45*  (£)M.  xvi.  17.  (r)  1 J.ii.2.0 — 27. 
See  alfo  E.  iv.  18.  A.  xxviii.  24 — 27.  M.  xi.  25,16.  Ps.  cxix.  1 30.  (1)  Coni'. 

Chap.  i.6.  L.  C.  (^43.  67.  S.  C.  CE24. 31.  See  on  article  XXXVII. 
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may  lie,  and  often  are,  by  the  fame  interference,  altogether 

defeated.  K 

D.  Some  diforders  are  procured  at  the  hand  of  God  by 
fm,  but  others  are  not.  And  there  are  affli&ions  perfonal 

Illustration.  M.  “ That  a frail  and  fallible  creature,  fuch 
as  man  is  in  his  belt  eftate,  endowed  with  animal  palfions,  as  well  as 
reafon,  and  allied,  by  the  conftitution  of  his  nature,  both  to  an- 
gels and  to  brutes,  {hould  be  able  to  fecure  his  happinefs  for  ever  by 
his  own  perfect  obedience,  be  who  made  him , knew  it  to  be  impoffible. 
At  the  fame  time  the  law,  which  is  the  law  of  eternal  rectitude 
and  truth,  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  require  lefs  of  man, 
as  the  rule  of  his  conduct;  /.  e.  it  could  not  permit  him  to  neglecl, 
or  violate  his  duty  in  any  inltance  or  degree,  without  becoming 
liable  to  punijhment , and  forfeiting  fome  portion  of  bis  happinefs . — Nor 
could  he  fuftain  any  hurt  by  trying  his  ftrength  in  this  way,  to  the 
utrnoft,  and  endeavouring  to  gain  eternal  life,  if  he  could,  by  his 
own  obedience  [a).  They,  indeed,  (our  firll  parents)  from  that 
moment,  became  fubjecl  to  inevitable  death,  with  all  their  pofle- 
rity.  But  it  was  the  good  pleafure  of  Almighty  God,  that  this 
death  {hould  not  be  eternal,  but  only  temporary  ( b ).  The  lins  of 
parents  are  punifhed  in  the  calamities  of  their  innocent  offspring  (<r). 
By  the  difobedience  of  one  many  were  made  finners,  or  treated  as 
fuch,  by  being  adjudged  to  death  (J).  There  may  be  fuffering, 
where  there  is  no  guilt,  and  confequently  no  punifhment  intended  (*?). 
There  are  fuiferings,  which  are  no  punifhment ; as,  ill,  The  ef- 
fects of  God’s  fovereignty.  2d,  Thofe  which  come  for  probation 
or  trial.  3d,  Thofe,  which  are  fent  for  the  exercife  and  increafe  of 
virtue.  4th,  Thofe,  which  good  men  are  involved  in,  through  the 
neighbourhood  of  finners.  5th,  Thofe  which  prevent  fin  and  mi- 
fery.  Thofe  fufferings  in  this  world  only  are  punifhments,  where 
fm  is  the  natural  or  moral  caufe  of  fuffering  (<>).  Affli&ion — may 

very  fitly  be  made  the  portion  of  thole  who  are  moll  dear  to  him 

for  the  trial,  exercife,  and  improvement  of  their  virtues;  for  the  fake 
of  giving  the  world,  in  them,  more  eminent  examples  of  goodnefs, 
and  for  preparing  them  to  enjoy  higher  honours  and  rewards  in  the 
life  to  come.  Thefe  are  reafons  fufficient  to  juftify  the  rectitude 
of  the  divine  government,  even  in  the  afflictions  of  Clirilt,  who  knetf 
no  fin,  and  much  more  may  they  do  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  ours  (f). 
Innocent  perfons  fulfer  on  account  of  the  wicked  (^).  It  often  hap- 
pens likewife  that  the  innocent  and  virtuous  fuffer  through  the  ma- 
lignity of  finners,  and  on  their  account , and  fometimes  even  in  their 
Jleacl(h).  It  was  (God’s  fending  his  Son  to  be  a propitiation) 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  238,239.  (f)  240.  (e)  274-  (f  279.  (e)  164. 

(/)  516.  517.  Cg-)  274*  (h)  273. 
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and  relative,  which  are  not  defer ved  by  ourfelves  or  bv  our 
connexions. 


with  a view  to  enfure,  as  far  as  pojfible , the  fuccefs  of  God’s  gra- 
cious counfels  in  our  behalf  (/).  God  hath  already  faved  us,  fo 
to  fpeak,  as  far  as  depends  on  him. — Can  you  relift  any  longer  the 
Father  of  your  fpirits,  after  he  hath  appointed  fuch  expenlive 
means  to  reclaim  you?  Tes,  you  may  after  all  (h).  Shall  I rather 
refolve  to  fruftrate  all  the  defigns  of  mercy  in  my  behalf;  and  af- 
ter every  thing  is  prepared  on  the  part  of  heaven,  with  fuch  coft  and 
labour,  to  put  me  in  pofteftion  of  immortal  blifs,  ftiall  I wilfully 
draw  back,  and  plunge  myfelf  into  everlafting  perdition (/).” 

D . Many  Jewifh  diforders  were  brought  on  by  fin  (m).  Neither 
hath  this  man  u fo  finned  as  to  deferve  this  great  evil,”  nor  yet  his 
parents  («). 

Contrast.  Canft  thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  ? Canft  thou 
find  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  ? It  is  as  high  as  heaven, 
& c ( a ).  To  the  King  eternal,  the  only  wife  God  ( h ).  O the  depth 
of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  (e)  ! 
Thou  art  good , and  doft  good  ( d ),  abundant  in  goodnefs  (e). 
All  his  ways  are  judgment  : a God  of  truth , and  without  iniquity  ; 
juft  and  right  is  he  (/)•  He  doth  whatfoever  pleafeth  him  (g). 
He  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth : None  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  to 
him,  what  doft  thou  (h)  ? 

Lo,  this  only  have  I found,  that  God  made  man  upright,  &c  (/'). 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  them  (i).  She  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  eat:  and 
gave  alfo  unto  her  hufbandwith  her,  and  he  did  eat  (/).  In  Adam 
all  die  (m).  By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
fn ; and  fo  death  pafted  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned. 
For  until  the  law,  fin  was  in  the  world,  but  fin  is  not  imputed 
where  there  is  no  law.  Neverthelefs,  death  reigned  from  Adam  to 
Mofes,  even  over  them  that  have  not  finned  after  the  fimilitude  of 
Adam’s  tranfgreflion.  By  one  man’s  difobedience,  many  were 
made  finners  (»).  That  be  far  from  thee,  to  do  after  this  man- 

lb')  399.  (£)  404,  405.  (/)  33a. — D.  (m)  P.85.5.  (»)  267. — See  alfo  on 
Articles  XXII.  XXIII.  LiV. 

Contr.  {a)  Jb.  xi.  7 — 9.  (6)  I T.  i.  7.  (0  R.  xi.  33,  34.  xvi.  26. 

(d)  Pf.  cxix.  68.  (e)  Ex.  xxxiv.  6.  Zc.  ix.  17.  Pf.  xxxi.  19.  lii.  I. 

M.  xix.  17.  (/) Dt.  xxxii.  4.  Nm.  ix,  33.  If.  vi.  3.  D.  ix.  7.  (^)Pf.cxv. 

7.  (£)  D.  iv.  35.  Pf.  cxxxv.  6.  E.  i.  11.  (<)  Ec.  vii.  29.  fi)  Gn.  i 27. 

E.iv.  24.  Co.  iii.  ro.  (/)  Gn.  iii.  6.  comp,  ii,  16,  17.  iii.  13.  2 C.  xi.  3* 
(*»)  x C.  xv.  22..  (*)  R.  v.  12 — 19. 
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Of  the  Punitive  ftiJUce  of  God . 

Article  V.  M.  There  can  be  no  human  pa  (lions  in 
God:  and  therefore  his j'e  verity,  wrath,  and  vengeance,  can 
be  no  more  than  his  neceffary  hatred  of  fm,  and  the  mani- 
feftation  thereof  in  works  of  judgment,  arifing  from  the  in- 
finite purity  of  his  nature.  Yet  fince  the  feripture  repre- 
lents  the  punifhment  of  fin,  as  the  effect  of  his  feverity, 
wrath,  and  vengeance,  we  muff  hold,  that  the  branch  of 

ner,  to  flay  the  righteous  with  the  wicked;  and  that  the  righteous 
(hould  be  as  the  wicked,  that  be  far  from  thee.  . Shall  not  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  (0).  As  the  foul  of  the  father  fo 
alfo  the  foul  of  the  foil  is  mine:  the  foul  that  finneth  (hall  die. — 
The  foil  (hall  r*ot  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  neither  (hall  the 
father  bear  tire  iniquity  of  the  fon.  The  righteoufnefs  of  the  righ- 
teous (hall  be  upon  him:  and  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  (hall  be 
upon  him  f).  He  doth  not  afflidt  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  chil- 
dren of  men  (9).  Thine  own  wickednefs  (hall  correct  thee,  and 
thy  backflidings  (hall  reprove  thee  f r ).  But  he  is  of  one  mind, 
and  who  (hall  turn  him?  and  what  his  foul  defireth,  even  that  he 
doth  (s).  There  are  many  devices  in  a man’s  heart,  but  the  coun- 
fel  o(  the  Lord,  that  fall  fund  (/).  The  Lord  bringeth  the 
counfel  of  the  heathen;  he  maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of 
none  effedl.  The  counfel  of  the  Lord  fandtth  for  ever,  and  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations  ( u ). 

There  is  but  one  only  living  and  true  God,  who  is  infinite  in  be- 
ing and  perfection — mojl  -wife,  mojl  holy,  mojl  free , mojl  abfolute — ■ 
abundant  in  goodnefs,  and  withal  mojl  juji  (vfi 

Illustration.  M.  u The  punifhment  of  fin  is  not  reprefented 
in  feripture  as  the  neceffary  ejfeft  of  the  jujlice  of  God,  but  rather 
of  his  feverity,  wrath,  and  vengeance, — -Rom.  ii.  22.  And  though 
thefe  are  never  exercifed  without  juftice,  Rom.  iii.  5.  yet  jullicc 
dues  not  require  them  to  be  exercifed,  when  the  (inner  repents 
— God  abates  of  his  own  right,  that  the  condition  of  man  may 
not  be  forlorn.  Where  there  is  right,  there  is  a power  to  mode- 
rate, and  abate  of  that  right,  yea,  to  part  with  it,  if  we  pleafe. 
Any  man  may  take  Ids  than  his  right;  may  pardon. upon  any  fatif- 

(0)  On.  iXviii.  2j.  ( p ) £zk.  xviii.  4 — 26.  (?)  La.  iii.  33.  (r)  Jr.  ii. 

19.  Pf.  xxxviii.  5.  Ii.  4.  If.  lvii.  17.  La.  iii.  39,  40.  (s)  Jb.  xxiii.  13. 

It)  Pr;  XlX ‘ ZI*  (u)  Pf.  xxxiii.  9 — 11.  xciv.  11.  Pf.ii.  1 — 4.  Pr.xxi.30. 
If.  viii.  9.  See  alio  ou  Article  LI  V.  (v)  Conf.  chap.  ii.  1.  L.C.  Q.  7. 

S.  C.  q^4. 

ll  LVi.  («)  P.  40I.  ? 


D 


[ 26  ] 

diflributive  juftice,  which  confifls  in  awarding  to,  and  in- 
flicting on  the  criminal,  condign  punifhment,  and  which  is 
ufually  called  punitive  jujlice , is  not  eflential  to  God,  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  his  glory.  Though  the  fovereign  Lord,  and  moral 
Governor  of  the  world,  he  may  abate  or  relinquifh  his  rights, 
in  a full  confiftency  with  the  glory  of  his  dominion,  of  his  j u- 
(ticc  and  holinefs,  and  the  maintenance  of  his  government 
as  eafily,  as  we  may  abate  or  relinquifh  our  perfonal  rights,  in 
refpeCt  of  one  another:  And  fo  he  may  pardon  fin  without 
adequate  fatisfaCtion,  or  indeed  any  fatisf action  at  all.  And 
when  divine  punifhment  is  found  proper  and  expedient,  it 

faction,  or  upon  no  fatisfaCtion.  We  all  fay,  nve  have  this  right,  and 
will  we  deny  it  to  God  (b)  ? Punifhment  has  in  it  the  notion  of  a 
remedy , and  has  the  place  of  a mean,  not  of  an  end.  Now,  as  no 
more  of  a mean  is  to  be  defigned,  than  what  is  neceffary  to  the 
end,  and  a mean  is  confiderable  only,  as  it  has  a relation  to  the  end; 
— therefore,  if  the  finner  repent,  there  can  be  no  neceflity  for  pu- 
nifhment; for  the  end  is  obtained  without  it:  And  there  is  nothing 
in  punifhment,  fave  as  a mean , in  which  God  can  take  content  (r). 
Had  he  not  been  gracious  and  compaflionate,  he  would  never  have 
continued  our  mice,  far  lels  rellored  us  to  the  hope  of  everlafling 
happinefs,  after  we  had,  by  our  difobedience,  forfeited  all  preten- 
iions  to  it  ( d ).” 

Contrast. — Forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and  fin,  and  will 
by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  (a).  The  Lord  is  flow  to  anger,  and 
great  in  power,  and  will  not  at  all  acquit  the  wicked  (£).  But  the 
wicked,  and  him  that  loveth  violence,  his  loul  hateth.  Upon  the 
wicked  he  ihall  rain  fnares,  fire,  and  brimitone,  and  an  horrible  tem- 
ped:: this  (hall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup.  For  the  righteous  Lord 
loveth  righteoufnefs,  his  countenance  beholdeth  the  upright  (r).  Thou 
art  righteous,  O Lord,  becaufe  thou  had  judged  thus.  For  they 
have  fried  the  blood  of  faints  ( d).  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to 
be  a propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righte- 
oufnefs, for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the  forbear- 
ance of  God.  To  declare  I fay  at  this  time  his  right  eonfnefs,  that 
mt  michtbe  just,  and  the  judifier  of  him,  which  believeth  in  Jefus 
(^).  The  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for  himfelf,  yea  even  the 
wicked  for  the  day  of  evil  (/).  What  if  God,  willing  to  fhew  his 

(i>)  is i.  CO  263.  (<0  *49- 

Contr.  (a)  Ex.  xxxiv.  7.  (£)  Nh.i.3.  (0  Pf.XI.  5—  7.  (</)  Rv.  XV/. 

5,  6.  (0  R*  "i.  25,  26.  See  Pf.  xxxiv.  16.  H.  i.  12,  13.  Jr.  v.  9.  29. 

xiiv.  4 — 6.  If.  i.  21 — 24.  H.  ii.  10.  (/)  Pr.  xvi.  4. 
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has  in  it  the  notion  of  a remedy  only.  There  is  in  it  no- 
thing, fave  as  a mean  of  repentance , in  which  God  can  take 
content.  Hence  the  punilhment  ot  the  devils  and  damned 
fpirits  in  hell,  (if  there  be  any  fuch  place)  as  well  as  of  all 
wicked  men  on  earth,  is  a remedy  for  their  moral  difeafes . 
If  that  remedy  proves  effectual,  they  will  be,  of  courfe,  de- 
livered from  their  torments;  and  if  not,  thefe  mult  unque- 
ftionably  come  to  an  end.  Agreeably  to  this,  the  compaf- 
fion  of  God  required  the  difcontinuance  of  our  race,  after 
we  had,  by  our  difobedience,  forfeited  all  pretenfions  to  the 
hope  of  happinefs,  unlefs  he  had  reftored  us  to  that  hope  #. 

wrath,  and  to  make  his  power  known,  endured,  with  much  long- 
fuffering,  the  velfels  of  wrath  fitted  for  deftrudtion?  For  the  ferip- 
ture  faith  unto  Pharoah,  even  for  this  fame  purpofe  have  I railed 
thee  up,  that  I might  fhew  my  power  in  thee,  and  that  my  name 
might  be  declared  throughout  all  the  earth  (^).  Thus  fhall  mine 
anger  be  accomplifhed,  and  I will  caufe  my  fury  to  reft  upon  them, 
and  I will  be  comforted  (.£).  Therefore  will  I ftretch  out  mine 
hand  againft  thee,  and  deftroy  thee  : I am  weary  with  repenting, 
See  (i). — When  the  Lord  Jefus  ftiall  be  revealed,  in  flaming  lire. 
Sc c.  who  fhall  be  punifhed  with  everlajling  definition , from  the  pre- 
fence of  the  Lord  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power  (i). — Into  hell, 
into  the  fire  that  never  fhall  be  quenched.  Where  the  worm 
dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched  (/).  But  the  children 
of  the  kingdom  fhall  be  caft  into  outer  darknefs.  There  fhall  be 
weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth  fn).  And  the  fmoke  of  her  tor- 
ment aicendeth  up,ybr  ever  and  ever  («).  God  fpared  not  the  an- 
gels that  finned,  but  caft  them  down  to  hell,  and  delivered  them 
into  chains  of  darknefs,  to  be  referved  unto  judgment  (0). 

— That  both  the  exat  jufice  and  rich  grace  of  God  might  be  glo- 
rified in  the  j uftification  of  Tinners  (p).  Every  fin,  even  the  leaft, 
being  againft  the  fovereignty,  goodnefs  and  holinefs  of  God,  and 
againft  his  righteous  law,  deferveth  his  wrath  and  curfe,  both  in 
this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come,  and  cannot  be  expiated  but 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift  (y).  In  the  fifth  petition  — acknowledging 
tehat  we,  and  all  others,  are  guilty  both  of  original  and  acftual  fin,  and 
thereby  become  debtors  to  the  jujiice  of  God ; and  that  neither  we  nor 
any  other  creature  can  make  the  leaft  fatisfa&ion  for  that  debt,  we 

* See  Article  LXXI. 

(g)  R;  lx- .17— 42.  (b)  Ezk.  v.  13.  (/)  Jr.  xv.  6,  7.  If.  xlii.  13 — 15, 

(L  2,  Th.  i.  7 — 9.  (/)  M.  ix.  43 — 48.  (m)  M.  viii  12.  xxii.  13.  xxiv.  51. 

xxv.  30—46.  ( n ) Rv.  xiv.  10.  11.  xix.  2.  3.  xviii.  20.  (0)  2 P.  ii.  4. 

comp.  Ju.  vi.  7.  M.  xxv.  41.  See  on  Articles  LX  VI.  LXVU.  (/>)  Co  if 
xi.  3.  (y)  L.  C.  <^152. 
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Of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Article  VI.  Jlf.  The  divine  Spirit,  or  tlie  Holy 
Ghost,  is  not  a perfon  in  the  Godhead,  or  an  intelligent 
fubfiftent  in  the  divine  eflence,  diftindl  from  the  Father ; 
but  the  very  Father  himfelf,  applying  his  power  in  certain 
operations,  and  communicating  his  goodnefs  in  certain  gifts 
and  powers  to  men  : Or,  what  is  the  fame,  he  is  not  properly 
fpeaking  a perfon,  a diftinct  intelligent  fubfiflent  and  agent 
at  all ; but  only  that  attribute  of  Deity  which  we  call  his 
power,  or  that  efficacious  fpirit  of  power,  by  which  he  per- 
forms his  works. 

pray — that  God  of  his  free  grace  would,  through  the  obedience  and 
fatisfaclion  of  Chrijl , apprehended  and  applied  by  faith,  acquit  us  from, 
the  guilt  and  punilhment  of  fin  (r). 

Illustration.  M.  “ In  like  manner,  his  miracles,  or  migh- 
ty works  were  done  by  the  Father  who  dwelt  in  him,  even  by  the 
Spirit  and  finger  of  God  («).  The  apoftles  returned  to  Jcrufalem, 
and  waited  there,  until  they  received  a plentiful  effufion  of  divine 
gifts  and  powers,  which  had  been  formerly  promifedthem  ( b ).  The 
Spirit,  which  means  the  divine  tellimonies  that  were  given  to  Chrift, 
from  his  baptifm  to.  his  death,  and  the  miracles  that  were  wrought 
by  h im,  and  his  apoltles  and  miniilers  after  him,  all  proceeding  from 
the  Spirit  or  power  of  God”  (r). 

I).  Even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from  the*Fa- 
ther — “ the  glorious  advocating  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth 
from  the  houfe  of  my  father,  and  is  to  refide  in  my  church,  he  — 
comp.  M.  v.  25”  (<f). — When  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come — “ Per- 
l'onal  actions  are  often  afcribed  to  things,  as  L.  xxiii.  29.  m.  vii. 
15.  E.  iv.  29.  If.  i.  2.  Mi.  vi.  2.  R.  iii.  19.  J.  vii.  38.  1 C.  xi.  14. 
1 T.  ii.  27”  (e).  Baptifing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghoil 
— name  among  the  Hebrews  taken  forperfous  and  things”  (/). 
rFhe  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth — “ ftiledalfo  Spirit , Gn.  vii i.  1. 
Ex.  xv.  10.  Pf.  civ.  3.  This  and  other  things  of  nature,  which 
cannot  be  feen,  produce  very  extraordinary  effects.  IVill  is  here 
affigned  to  it,  by  a peiffinifying  figure,  See.  R.  iii.  19.  v.  i2f  14, 
17.  vii.  1”  ( y ) . Even  the  Spirit  of  truth — “ perfon  fed,  fay 
iome  as  J.  xiv.  7,  8,  13,  26.  T.  ii,  26.  1 C.  ii.  20.  xii.  1 1.  A.  xv. 
58.  R.  viii.  26.  Elegant  and  crnphatical , fee  T.  xxiv.  49.  Similar 

(r)L.C.(T.T94. 

Illvs.  M.  (a)  P.  247.  {&)  227.  (<r)  '350.—*/).  (0  433-  16.  (0  435-  I 
(/)  5° 7-  6-  (<§0  65-  x8*  14- 
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D.  The  Holy  Ghoft  does  not  neceflarily  and  eternally 
proceed , in  a way  of  diftintl  perfonality,  yet  pofleffing  the 
fame  divine  nature,  from  the  Father  and  Son,  or  from  either 
of  them.  All  the  proceflion  of  the  Spirit  we  are  to  ac- 
knowlege,  is  that  of  heavenly  difpenfation  and  refidence  in 
the  church  of  Chrift.  rriie  truth  is,  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
no  more  a perfon  than  nature  is,  the  heavens  and  the  earthy  the 
mountains , rivers  of  water,  the  law,  and  other  things  of  the 
fame  kind;  which  it  was  the  manner  of  the  Hebrews  to  per- 
fonify  by  aferibing  perfonal  actions  to  them.  He  has  indeed 
a will  affigned  to  him  in  feripture;  but  it  is  only  by  the 

figurative  examples  net  to  be  numbered”  (/>).  She  was  found 
with  child  of  the  Holy  Ghoit — “ or  power  of  the  higheft”  (i). 
This  fpake  lie  of  the  Spirit — “ of  the  abundant  and  powerful  gifts 
of  the  Spirit , which  they  that  believed  on  him  fiiould  receive  to  be 
communicated.  The  Spirit,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  was  given 
only  in  drops  in  comparifon.  Whereas  now,  there  would  be  abun- 
dance of  pure,  perennial  itreams  of  grace  and  doBrine ” ( k ).  Tire 
Spirit  of  God  defeending — “ the  Spirit — with  all  its  plenitude  of 
graces.  Spiritual  things  mult  not  only  be  fpoken  of  in  a human  man- 
ner, but  fometimes  be  reprefented  by  natural  and  vifible  forms”  (/). 
He  fhall  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoit, — “ or  Spirit,  that  is,  with 
wifdom  and  power  far  above  common”  (w).  Jefus  being  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghoit — or  a holy  Spirit  («).  I will  put  my  Spirit  upon 
him — “ my  Spirit  of  roeeknefs,  humility  and  goodnefs.”  And  he 
fhall  (hew  judgment  to  the  Gentiles— “ by  public  and  clear  teaching. 
Confider  well,  M.  iii.  16,  &c.  (0). 

Contrast.  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the 
Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghof,  and  these  three  are 
one  (#).  Baptiiing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Gbojl  (3).  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Tefug 
Chrift,  and  the  love  of  Cod,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  GhoJly 
be  with  you  all  (c).  I will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  will  give  you 
another  Comforter,  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,— the  Comforter,  which 
is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  the  Father  will  fend  in  my  name  (d). 
The  Spirit  of  truth, — all  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine; 
therefore  laid  I,  he  fhall  take  of  the  things  of  mine,  and  fhew  them 

(h)  426.  4.  (/)  29.  2.  (4)  255.  8.  (/)  SI-  J.  (m)  20.  21.  („)  ct.  r 

(*)  117-  4-  5 

Contr.  (a)  I.  J.  v.  7.  f)  M.  xxvfii.  19.  (r)  2 C.  xiii.  j4,  (A  T x[y 
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fame  perfopifying  figure  that  is  ufed  of  the  wind,  of  tlie 
la  u>,  of  fin  and  death',  a bold  figure,  it  muft  be  owned,  but 
an  elegant  and  emphatical  one.  The  Holy  Ghost  then, 
divefled  of  figure,  is  no  other  than  the  power  of  the  KiglieR, 
operating  in  particular  ways*,  as  in  working  miracles,  in 
difpenfing  fpiritual  grace  and  do&rine,  in  furnifhing  men 
with  abundant  and  powerful  gifts,  and  a plenitude  of  graces. 
Hence  when  perfons  are  faid  to  have  the  Spirit /w/  on  them, 
or  to  be  filled  with  him,  it  means  no  more,  than  that  they 
are  endowed  with  a holy  Spirit , or  with  wifdom  and  power, 
meeknefs,  humility  and  goodnefs,  far  above  common. 

to  you  (tf).  Through  him  we  have  accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the 
Father  ( f). 

The  Spirit  fearcheth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of  God  (^). 
Knoweth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  becaufe  he  maketh  infer- 
ceffiony  according  to  the  will  of  God  (Z>).  All  thefe  worketh  that  , 
one  and  the  felf  fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  feverally  as  he 
will  (i).  It  feemed good  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us  (/•), 
The  Holy  Ghoft  faid,  feparate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul,  for  the  work 
whereunto  / have  appointed  them  (/).  He  acts  in  aperfonal  man- 
ner— He  comes(w).  He  departs(w).  He  dwells  as  in  a templc(o). 
He  teaches  (y>).  He  guides  and  leads  (y).  He  teflifies  and  bears 
witnefs  (r).  He  reproves  (j-).  He  is  grieved  (/),  vexed  and  re- 
belled againfl  (w).  He  is  the  objeft  of  prayer  (“n).  Even  the  Spi- 
rit of  truth  which  proceedeth  from  the  Father  (<zn).  The  Spirit 
of  God  moved  on  the  face  of  the  waters  (x).  Who,  through  the 
eternal  Spirii , offered  himfelf  without  foot  unto  God  (y).  By  his 
Spirit  he  garnifhed  the  heavens  (z).  Who  hath  meafured  the  waters 
in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.  Who  hath  directed  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord?  Or  who,  being  his  counfellor,  hath  taught  him  (tf). 

In  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  there  be  three  perfons , of  One  fub- 
Ranee,  power,  and  eternity — God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  — The  Holy  Ghoft  eternally  proceeding  from 

(e)  J.  xvi.  13.  15.  (/)  E.  ii.  18.  See  alfo  If.  xlviii.  16.  M.  iii.  16,  17. 

G.  iv.  6.  R.  viii.  11.  H.  ix.  14.  a Th.  iii.  5.  Rv.  i.  4,  5.  Qr)  1 C.  ii. 

3:0—13.  (A)  R.  viii.  27.  (i)  I C.  xii.  II.  (/)  A.  xv.  28.  (/)  A.  xiii.  a. 

xxviii.  25.  {m)  J.  xvi.  7,  8.  («)  1 S.  xvi.  14.  xviii.  12.  (0)  R.  viii. 

9.  II.  1.  C.  iii.  16,  17.  vi.  19.  E.  ii.  22.  . (/>)  J.  xiv.  26.  I C.  i.  13. 

I T.  ii.  27.  (q)  J.  xvi.  13.  pf.  cxiiii.  10.  (r)  R.  viii.  16.  J.  xv.  26,27. 

H.  x.  15.  1 T.  v.  6—8.'  (s)  J.  xvi.  8.  (t)  E.  vi.  30.  (»)  If.  lxiii.  10. 

(<y)  So.  iv.  16.  Ezk.  xxxvii.  9.  14.  aTh.iii.  5.  2 C.  xiii.  14.  (wOJ-xv* 
26.  (*)  Gn.  i.  2.  ( v)H.  ix.  14.  (»)  Jb.  xxvi.  13.  (a)  If.  xl.  12,  13.  j 

Jb.  xxxtii.  4.  Tf.  xxxiii.  6. 
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Of  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Article  VII.  M.  It  is  warrantable  for  all,  and  what 
Chriftians  expert  from  the  minifters  of  religion,  to  give  very 
high  titles  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world ; fuch  as  our  great 
Lord  and  MaJ}er>  our  bleffed  Lordt  our  divine  Saviour,  our 
divine  Mafler  and  Lord  #.  But  we  fhould,  with  moll  ftu- 
dious  caution  beware  of  calling  him  God,  the  true  God, 
Jehovah,  the  mighty  God,  or  by  fuch  other  names 
as  the  fcriptures  appropriate  to  the  fupreme  Being;  nor 
fhould  we  let  any  thing  fall  from  us,  applied  to  Jefus,  of  the 
fame  import ; left  we  fhould  be  thought  to  have  formed  too 
high  an  idea  of  him,  and  lead  weak  people  into  idolatry.  For 
though  we  may  fpeak  of  his  divine  nature,  and  of  his  divinity  y 
for  the  lake  of  accuftomed  founds,  and  to  prevent  unnecefTary 
alarms,  he  is  not  the  truey  eternal  and  independent  God  ; but 
only  he  was  as  God ; he  refembled  him  ; he  appeared  like 
God  among  men.  He  was  the  true  image  and  reprefentative 
of  God  in  power,  as  well  as  other  perfections,  as  an  ambaf- 
fador,  well  chofen,  is  the  true  image  and  reprefentative  of 

the  Father  and  the  Son  (/>)  There  be  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghojl:  And  thefe  three  are 
one  true  eternal  God,  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in  power 
and  glory,  although  diftinguilhed  by  their  perfonal  properties.  It 
is  proper  to  the— Holy  Ghoft  to  proceed  from  the  Father  and  the 
Son  from  all  eternity  (r). 


Illustration.  M.  * Thefe  titles  run  through  the  whole  Fffay, 
the  other  are  never  ufed,  nor  is  any  thing  equivalent  to  them  ever 
afcribed  to  our  Lord. 

“ The  divine  nature  in  him  did  not  abforb  the  human  ( a ).  It 
was  neceffary  he  fhould  lay  afide  all  appearance  of  his  divinity  (b). 
Jefus,  when  in  the  form  of  God,  and  appearing  like  him  among 
men,  confidered  himfelf  as  having  nothing  without  him  (e).  The 
true  image  and  reprefentative  of  God  in  power,  as  well  as  other 
perfections,  he  confented,  8cc(d).  Every  mark  of  that  majeflic 
dignity  and  fplendor,  whereby  he  reprefented  God  upon  earth  (e).  The 
heavenly  affluence  which  furrounded  him  in  this  world — in  the  midft 
divine  riches  (/).  In  him  were  united  the  fulnefs  of  celefial endow- 
ments and  privileges  (g).— Not  the  effeft  of  uncultivated  nature,  or 


(b)  Conf.  Chap.  n.  3.  (c)  L.  C.  Q.  9,  10.  S.  C.  Q.  6. 

Illus.  M.fa)  P.  25.  (b)  145.  (V)  414.  (d)  416.  T}4I4. 

U)  412.  \ 
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the  Prince  that  commiflfions  him  ; or  as  a good  man,  accord- 
ing to  the  meafure  of  his  goodnefs,  is  the  image  of  God  Ids 
Father.  For  he  poflefTed  only  godlike  powers  and  honours, 
majeftic  dignity  and  fplendor,  whereby  he  reprefented  God  upon 
earth  for  a fea/on.  His  divine  nature  was  indeed  fuch,  that 
he  may  befaid  to  have  been  in  the  midjl  of  divine  riches,  and 
furrounded  with  heavenly  affluence ; nay  that  in  him  were  uni- 
ted the  fulnefs  of  celejtial  endowments  and  privileges  : But  Hill 
it  was  derived  and  gracious : Nor  is  any  more  to  be  under- 
flood  by  it,  than  the  divine  heavenly  endowments,  with 
which  the  man  Jefus  Chrift  was  filled,  the  gifts  arid  powers 
conferred  on  him,  the  miracrilous  powers  with  which  he 
was  inverted  to  confirm  his  million  arid  doctrine.  He  real- 
ly had  not,  nor  did  he  airtime  to  himfelf,  any  honour  but  in 
confequence  of  the  divine  vocation.  As  it  was  God  that 
raifed  him  up  with  all  his  gift6  and  powers,  fo  he  did  not 
hold  it  for  a prey  to  be  as  God ; that  is,  he  did  not  arro- 
gantly feize,  and  retain  to  himfelf,  the  godlike  powers  and 
honours  he  was  entitled  to.  He  regarded  them  not  as  his 
prey  and  booty,  acquisitions  of  his  own,  and  for  his  own 

even  of  heavenly  endowments  (f).  Promoting  the  benefit  of  others 
by  his  divine  gifts  and  powers  (i ) . A miraculous  exertion  of  di- 
vine power  accompanying  our  Saviour’s  words  f).  It  was  God 
that  raifed  him  up,  with  all  his  offices , gifts,  and  powers,  to  a 61  for 
our  falvation.  Jefus  affirmed  no  honour  to  himfelf,  but  in  confe- 
quence of  the  divine  vocation  (l).  Chrift  Jefus  being  in  the  form 
of  God , (as  he  certainly  was  here  below,  being  Immanuel,  God  ma- 
nifeft  in  flefh)  did  not  hold  it — ut  fupra  (m).  The  more  weak  and 
contemptible  he  was  in  the  eyes  of  men,  the  more  manifeftly  does  the 
excellency  of  the  power  which  attended  him  appear  to  be  of 
God  («).  Throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  his  miniflry,  all  his 
divine  powers  and  endowments  were  employed  only  for  the  glory 
of  God  (0).  He  was  to  demonflrate  his  title  to  the  favour  of  God, 
by  patiently  enduring  the  fharpeft  fufferings  in  this  world,  by  riling 
from  the  grave,  and  triumphing  over  death,  not  by  turning  his 
miraculous  powers  to  his  own  defence  and  fafety,  but  by  employing 
them  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
truth  (/>).  All  his  divine  powers  and  endowments  were  employed 
for  the  glory  of  God,  from  whom  he  received  them  (y).  We  may 
tartly  rely  on  the  fympathy  and  fuccour  of  Jelus  Chriit,  as  well  as 

(b)  P.  36.  (0  374*  (i)  52*  (0  247*  4*3>  4H*  (")  3^* 

(*)  146.  (/>)  165.  (?)  145. 
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ufe,  but  ns  the  gifts  of  God  to  be  employed  for  his  glory* 
And  as  all  his  divinity  was  derived  from  God  and  the  gift 
of  his  fovereign  bounty,  it  was  manifeft,  that  the  excellen- 
cv  of  the  power  which  attended  him  was  not  his  own,  but 
all  of  it  of  God.  And  fo  faithful  was  he,  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  miniftrv,  that  he  laid  out  for  the  honour  of 
God  all  he  received  from  him,  in  promoting  the  good  of 
mankind  ; particularly  in  confirmation  of  the  truth,  by 
which,  in  connection  with  patience  in  fuffering  and  other 
things  of  that  kind,  he  was  to  demonftrate  his  title  to  the 
favour  of  God.  Thus  there  was  and  ever  mult  be  an  effen- 
tial  difference  and  infinite  diftance  between  Jefus  Chrifl  and 
almighty  God  j which  it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence 
to  keep  continually  and  fteadily  before  us  ; in  particular, 
ever  remembering,  that  whatever  benefits  we  receive  from 
him,  it  is  always  to  God,  even  his  and  our  Father,  that  we 
are  firil  and  chiefly  indebted,  and  that  we  are  obliged  to 
him  only,  as  a fub ordinate  agent  and  benefa&or  under  God. 

D.  The  titles  Lord  and  God  belong  only  to  the  Father, 
and  ought  always,  though  it  fliould  require  all  the  force  of 

the  protection  of  almighty  God  (r).  Why  did  he  make  fuch  an  ur- 
gent requeft  for  that  purpofe  to  God  (j-).  The  Lord  Jefus  really 
poflcfled  the  fame  worth  and  dignity  of  character,  the  fame  mira- 
culous power,  and  the  fame  favour  with  God , now  when  hanging 
on  a crofs  (/).  An  earn  eft  defire  of  fuccour  and  relief  from  God, 
whom  he  affedlionately  loved  (z/).  Worthy  of  the  divine  Inftruc- 
tor  and  Redeemer  of  mankind,  and  worthy  of  the  greatnefs  and 
holinefs  of  the  true  God,  vuhofe  name  he  came  to  manifeft.  — But  to 
God,  even  his  and  our  Father,  we  are  firft  and  chiefly  indebted 
for  every  gofpel  bldling  (v).  The  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  is  a be- 
nefit, for  which,  under  God,  we  are  indebted  to  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  ( ■zv). 

D.  Thou  (halt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord  to  prepare  his 
way — “ the  face  of  the  Lord’s  Chrifl  (x).”  To  make  ready  a 
people  prepared  for  the  Lord — “ for  receiving  the  Lord,  in  his 
illujlrious  Chrifl  (y).  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word — “ of  di- 
vine manifeftation.  By  words  we  declare  the  fecrets  of  the  mind; 
and  thus  did  Jefus  thofe  of  the  Father.”  And  the  word  was  God 
— * “or  God  was  the  Word,  the  ever  la  fling  conception  of  the  ever- 
lajling  mindfzf).  Immanuel,  which  being  interpreted  is,  God 

(r)  P.  509.  (/)  iR.  (/)  l6l.  (w)  178.  (v)  496.  401.  (to)  46 7.-— 
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criticifm,  betray  manifeft  violence  to  the  words  of  fcriptnre, 
and  even  flagrant  injury  to  the  fenfe,  to  be  afciibed  to  him* 
as  in  no  proper  fenfe  of  the  terms,  are  they  applicable  to 
jefus  Chrift.  If  he  is  defigned  God , only  as  he  is  the  ever- 
] ailing  conception  of  the  infinite  mind,  or  a thought  of  the 
divine  underftanding,  to  be  afterwards  exhibited  to  the 
world : which,  however,  like  all  his  other  thoughts  and  pur- 
pofes,  is  co-eternal  with  him.  If  he  is  called  Immanuel y 
God  with  us,  that  does  not  imply,  that  he  is  the  true 
God,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son,  united  with  our  nature, 
and  fo  dwelling  with  us:  but  only,  that  by  him  God  was 
with  us  by  his  prefence  and  power,  as  he  dwelt  in  the  man 
Jefus  *,  even  as  he  did  by  the  fymbolical  cloud  in  the  taber- 
nacle and  temple  of  old,  or  in  one  of  the  prophets  %.  If  he 
is  Ailed  Lord,  it  is  Only  as  he  is  the  Lord’s  Chrift,  in  whom 
Jehovah  illuftrioufly  appeared,  or  the  anointed  Lord  of  an- 
gels and  men,  who  was  conftituted  fuch  after  his  refurrec- 
tion,  and  is  commonly  fo  denominated  after  his  exaltation, 
in  honour  of  his  mediatorial  authority.  For, 

Chrift  had  no  glory  before  his  appearance  in  our  world, 

with  us — “ by  his  prefence,  power,  and  grace  with  us  (a.)”  Tho- 
mas anfwered,  my  Lord  and  my  God, — “ my  Lord  indeed!!  and 
O my  God!  what  have  I been  witnefs  unto  ( b).”  A Saviour* 
Chrift  the  Lord — “ the  anointed  Lord  of  angels  and  men  (c).” 
The  Lord  working  with  them — “ The  Lord  Chrift — thus  com- 
monly ftiled  after  his  exaltation , in  honour  of  his  authority  ( d ). 

The  glory,  which  I had  with  thee  before  the  world  was  - “ lmd 
there  laid  up  with  thee,  or  in  thy  fure  promift  and  decree  (e).  What 
then  was  glorious  as  to  his  person  and  manner?  The  wife  difeour- 
fes  he  uttered,  and  the  various  beneficent  miracles  he  wrought  to 
confirm  them  (/).’’  And  we  beheld  his  glory — “ in  his  miracles 
and  refur  region  ( g).  We  rejoice  that  he,  the  Wonderful  Counfel- 
lor,  ails  as  mighty  God  (/>).”  Even  the  Son  of  man,  who  is  in 
heaven — u even  the  Son  of  man,  as  you  fee  him  now,  which  is  in 
the;  fulnefs  of  heaven. — By  the  Spirit  of  God  in  him,  even  the  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily , he  is  literally  in  heaven  (/).”  He  mall 
be  great,  and  fhall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highell— “ great  in 
heavenly  gifts  (/').”  When  he  fhall  come  in  his  own  glory,  and 
in  his  Father’s  glory — “ J.  xvii,  5.  C.  i.  16.  H.  i.  6.  oppofed  to 

* See  Article  VIII. 

(a)  P.  30. 13.  (1)  500.  (0  339*  (<0jii.  9-  (0  440.  16.  (/)5I5. 
Q^u.  (g)  14,  15*  (4)  Fa.  Wo.  178.  (i)  66.  ;.  (>)  22-. 
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except  in  the  decree  and  purpofe  of  the  Father,  to  be  ac- 
complilhed  at  the  lit  feafon.  And  even  then,  his  whole 
glory  confided  in  his  wife  difeourfes,  and  his  beneficent  mi- 
racles, wrought  to  confirm  them  ; unlefs  we  fhculd  add,  in 
his  refurreEtion  from  the  dead.  His  dignity  lay  not  in  his 
poffeifing  true  and  proper  Godhead ; but  in  his  adding  as  God , 
as  God’s  reprefentative  or  ambaffador  in  the  fulnefs  of  hea- 
ven. That  was  fuch  indeed,  that  it  may  be  denominated 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily  in  him,  but  it  was  really  no 
more  than  the  gifts  of  wifdom  and  power,  with  which  he 
was  endowed  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  And  as  for  the  glory 

his  prefent  mean  condition  (/).”  He  that  is  chief  among  you — 
“ he  that  is  to  be  advanced  chief  of  the  bleffed  at  laft,  as  he  that  doth 
now  mod  humbly  ferve  his  brethren  (m).”  That  they  may  be- 
hold my  glory — which,  “ in  fure  and  eternal  purpofe thou  haft 
given  me:  For  thou  lovedft  me  “ to  that  high  honour before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ( n ). 

The  Lord  faid  to  my  Lord — “ the  Lord  Jehovah,  Lor  d of 
all , faid  to  my  Lord  Mejfmh ” ( o ).  But  what  he  feeth  the  Father 
do  — u the  Father  and  fountain  of  all  jullice”  f Who  littetli 
with  full  power  to  forgive,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the  'name  of 
the  one  omnipotent  Lawgiver ” (9).  As  I hear,  I judge — u hear 
and  learn  from  him  who  is  foie  fupreme”  (r).  None  is  good  fave  one, 
that  is  God.  “ None  is  abfolutely  good  lave  one,  that  is  the  glo- 
rious, eternal,  and  unchangeable  God.  Elfevvhere  our  bleffed  Lord 
affumes  and  vindicates  the  application  of  good,  perfect,  and  infal- 
lible, as  a teacher , to  himfelf.  — But  here  he  modeftly  declines  it, — 
to  fhew  that  his  dodfrine  is  wholly  of  God”  ( s ).  Might  know 
thee  the  only  true  God — “ only  true  and  underived  God,  in  thy 
nature,  works,  and  will;  and  Jefus  Chrijl , whom  thou  hall  fent  to 
declare  thefe”  (/).  “ Holy  — Lord  God  almighty,  we  Worfhip  thy 

redeeming  love,  by  appointment  of  him  who  died  for  us  (w).  The 
Father  hath  originally — ut  fupra  (v).  Let  the  name  of  the  great 
Jehovah,  by  his  Chrijl , be  univerfally  known  (w).  The  devils 
are  fubjedf  to  us  through  thy  name — “ called  over  them,  as  hither- 
to has  been  done  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  If  rael”  (x).  The  te- 
flimony  of  two  men  is  true — “ how  much  more  then  the  tejlimony 
of  God , as  united  to  mine ” (y)-  He  faid,  thy  fins  are  forgiven 
thee — “ in  the  name  and  authority  of  almighty  God , my  fupreme  con - 
Jlituent  (z).  Why  doth  this  man  fpeak  blafphemies?  Who  can 

(/)  P.  230.  9.  («)  342.  7.  (»)  444.  ( 0 ) 379.  6.  (p)  109.  6, 

(f  Fa.  Wo.  207.  (r)  hi.  15.  (/)  300.  5.  (t)  440.  (»)  Fa.  Wo.  i8o„ 

G)  no.  (w)  F.  w.  182.  (*)  280.  2.  ( v)  260.  (#)  136. 
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which  he  now  has,  it  belongs  entirely  to  his  exaltation  as 
niany  oppofed  to  his  former  mean  condition.  It  confids  in 
his  being  advanced  as  the  chief  of  the  blcjfed;  an  honour  to 
which  the  Father  loved  him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  and  which  is  given  to  him,  as  the  effect  of  the  eter- 
nal purpofe.  Thus, 

The  Lord  Mejfuih  is  eflentially  diftimT  from  Jehovah, 
Lord  of  all,  and  infinitely  inferior  to  him.  Not  he,  but 
the  Father,  is  th q fountain  of  all  juftice  ; not  he,  but  the  Fa- 
ther is  the  one  omnipotent  lawgiver ; not  he,  but  the  Father 
is  fo'le  fupreme.  Good,  perfect,  and  infallible  he  is,  as  a 

forgive  fins  but  God?  “ they  were  right  in  the  principle,  but  ex- 
tremely wrong  in  the  application.  They  only  blufpheme,  who, 
without  authority , attribute  to  themfelves  what  is  proper  to  God  (<?). 
Becaufe  thou  being  a man,  makeft  thyfelf  God — “ of  one  nature 
with  Qod.  Ah!  how  rdjh  and  harfj  often  are  the  judgments  of 
mortals. ” Jefus,  “ in  return  to  fo  injurious  a perverfion  of  his 
words,”  anfwered  (b).  All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine 
— “ All  things  belonging  to  your  office , and  the  good  of  the  church — 
to  be  ref  rifted  to  the  fubjeft  in  handle}.” 

Contrast.  ( a ) Awake, O fword,againft  my  fhepherd,  and  againfl 
the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  finite  yb). 
Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God  (c).  And  not  after  Chrift,  for  in  him 

DWELLETH  ALL  THE  FULLNESS  OF  THE  GODHEAD  BODILY  (</),. 

Who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  express  image 
of  his  person  (e).  All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  ikine  (ff 
And  all  thine  are  mine,  and  I am  glorified  in  them  ( g ).  The 
Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I work.  Therefore  the  Jews  fought 
to  kill  him,  becaufe  he  — faid  alfo,  that  God  was  his  Father,  mak- 
ing himfelf  equal  <wrfh  God.  As  the  Father  hath  life  in  himfelf, 
fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf.  As.  the  Father 
raifeth  up  the  dead  arid  quickneth  them  : even  fo,  the  Son  quiek- 
neth  whomfoever  he  will  (/>). 

I am  the  Lord  (Jehovah)  that  is  my  name,  and  my  glory  I 
will  not  give  to  another — Thou,  whofc  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  art 
the  moil  high  over  all  the  earth.  The  Lord  (Jehovah)  fent  fiery 

(a)  P.  96.  ( b ) 294.  17.  (c)  436.  7. 

Cont.  (a)  See  the  feriptures  on  the  preceding  "article.  (6)  Zc.  xii.  7. 
comp:  M.  xxvi.  31.  PI.  xiii.  20.  (c)  P.  ii.  6.  (it)  Co.  ii.  9.  Co.  I-  I/, 

a C.  iv.  4.  (OH.  i.  3.  (/)  J.  xvi.  15.  (£)  J.  xvii.  10.  (t)  J.  v. 
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teacher,  but  not  abfolutely  good.  Indeed  how  fhould  he? 
fince  he  is  not  the  true  and  underived  God,  but  one  fent  to 
declare  him ; not  the  holy  Lord  God  almighty,  but  one  by 
whole  appointment  we  worlhip  the  love  of  the  Almighty; 
not  the  fame  with  him,  but  only  a refemblance  of  him.  So 
great  is  the  difference,  that  while  the  Father  hath  originally 
and  effentially  life  in  himfelf  with  undoubted  power  to  com- 
municate the  fame  ; the  Son  hath  only  a principle  of  life  given 
in  himfelf,  with  a power  of  bellowing  it,  according  to  the 
Father’s  inJlruHion  and  example.  His  name  is  therefore  to- 
tally different  from  the  name  of  the  God  of  Ifraely  and  his 


' ferpents  among  the  people — Neither  let  us  tempt  Christ,  as  fome 
of  them  alfo  tempted,  and  were  deftroyed  of  ferpents  (i).  I faw  the 
Lord  (Jehovah)  fitting  upon  a throne, — above  it  Hood  the  fera- 
phims — with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and  with  twain  he  covered 
> his  feet.  And  one  cried  to  another,  and  faid,  Holy,  holy,  holy  is 

the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  filled  with  his  glory Efaias 

faid  again,  he  hath  blinded  their  eyes,  See.  Thefe  things  faid, 
Efaias,  when  he  faw  his  glory,  and  fpake  of  him  (/£).  There  is 
no  God  befide  me , a juft  God  and  a Saviour,  there  is  none  be- 
fide  me— I have  fworn  by  myfelf — that  unto  me  every  knee  fhould 
bow — We  fhall  all  Hand  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Christ.  For 
it  is  written,  as  I live,  faith  the  Lord,  every  knee  fhall  bow  to  me, 
and  every  tongue  fhall  confefs  to  God.  So  then,  every  one  of  us 
fhall  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  God  (/). 

Thomas  faid  unto  him,  my  Lord  and  my  God  (m).  Unto  us 
a child  is  born— and  his  name  fhall  be  called,  Wonderful,  Counfel- 
ior,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father  (w).  In  the 
beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  God  (o).  But  unto 

the  Son  he  faith,  my  throne,  O God,  is  for  ever  and  ever And 

thou,  Lord,  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  Sec  (/>).  Feed 
the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed  with  his  swn 
I blood  (q).  God  was  manifeft  in  flefh  (r).  The  appearing  of 
Jelus  Chrift  who  is  the  bleffed,  and  only  potentate,  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  (s).  Of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flefh, 
j Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all  God,  bleffed  for  ever  (/).  " Looking 


(0  If-  xlii.  8.  Pf.  Ixxxiii.  18.  N.  xxi.  5.  comp.  1 C.  x.  9.  m 
I I-1.0*  iomP-  1 C-  x-  9*  JJ)  If  *Iv-  *i  — »5-  comp.  R.  xiv.  10— 1 %. 

g*  Il!“3vV  R‘ 13>  I4  — If-  viii.  13,  14.  xxy 


j Jo.  n.  28.  32.  comp ...  -w  .kv  — y 14.— u.  vm.  13,  14.  xx, 

f Jo.  comp.  Ii.  11.  34.  xx.  io.  K.  ix.  33*  xl.  3*5*  comp.  IVI*  iii.  o 'p 


I ^8.—  Jr.  xvii.  ic.  comp.  Rv.  ii.  23.  (OT)J.  Xx.  28.  7«Tlf  ix 
i'l  -3.  (/>;  H.i.  8-12.  cmnp.  Pf.  xiv,6.  cii.  aj-ay.  ' (})A 

i [r,  I i.  ill.  16.  (s)  i l\  VI.  14,  ij.  Rv.xix.  6.  (y)  R.  ix;  r 
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teflimony  from  the  teflimony  of  God.  If  he  forgave  fins,  it 
was  not  as  God  that  he  did  fo,  but  as  one  who  had  God’s 
commtjftojty  as  Paul  forgave  the  incefluous  Corinthian.  The 
truth  is,  Jefus  Chrift  never  pretended  to  be  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  God.  It  was  rafli  and  harfh  for  the  Jews  to  judge 
that  he  did,  an  injurious  perverfion  of  his  words.  The 
things  of  the  Father  which  he  claimed  as  his,  were  not 
among  other  things,  his  divine  nature  and  perfedlions,  but 
are  to  be  reftridted  to  the  things  that  belonged  to  the  apo~ 
folic a l office  J. 

Of  the  Union  of  the  Father  and  Son . 

Article  VIII.  D.  The  Father  and  Son,  then,  cannot 
be,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  one  in  nature  and  effence . They 

.for  that  bleffed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great 
God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  (m).  Hereby  perceive  we  the 
love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  (<u).  Even  in 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life  (w). 
I am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  ending,  faith  the 
Eord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
mighty. The  Lord  God  of  the  holy  prophets  fent  his  angel  to 
fhew  to  his  fervants  things  which  muft  fhoitly  come  to  pafs.  I 
Jesus  have  fent  mine  angel,  to  teftify  thefe  things  in  the  church- 
es (#).  Glorify  me  with  thine  own  felf,  with  that  glory  which  I 
had  with  thee , before  the  • world  was  ( y).  The  Word  was  made 
Hefli,  and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory , the  glory,  as 
of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father  (z).  We  made  known  to  you 
the  power  and  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  but  were  eye  witnefies  of 
his  majefty  ( a ).  Had  they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  cruci- 
fied the  Lord  of  glory  (b). 

God  hath  all  life,  glory,  goodnefs,  and  bleftednefs,  in  and  of  him - 
M and  is  alone  in  and  unto  himfelf  fufficieiit.  He  is  the  alone 
fountain  of  all  things,  of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  are 
all  things.  In  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  &c(c).  The  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift — the  eternal  Son  of  God,  of  one  fubfiance , and  equal 
with  the  Father  ( J). 

} See  Art.  VIII.  IX,  X.  XI.  XII.  XIII.  XIV.  XV.  XVI.  XVII. 

( U ) Ti.  ii.  13.  (v)  1 T.  iii.  1 6.  (w)  I T.  v.  20.  (.v)  Rv.  i.  8.  xxii. 

6.  16.  ( v)  J.  xvii.  5.  Pr.  viii.  22 — 31.  H.  i.  3.  If.  vi.  1 — 10.  ( z ) J.  i. 
J4.  (a)  2 P.  i.  16.  (6)  1 C.  ii.  8,  See  If.  vii.  14.  comp.  M.  i.  23*  i 

Jr.  xxiii.  5,  6.  If.  xlv.  24.  Zc.  ii.  8 — 13.  L.  I.  15— 17.  comp.  Ml.  iv.  • 
j,  6.  L.  i.  76.  78.  (c)  Conf.  chap.  ii.  2.  See  on  preceding  article, 

(rf)  L.  C.  <L3C  38.  46,  47.  S.  C.  (^21. 
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nre  one  only  in  mutual  love , and  harmony  of  defign ; as  be- 
lievers, who  eat  Chrift’s  fleth  and  blood  by  faith,  are  one 
with  him: — one  in  peculiar  affection ; which  yet  is  not  the 
fame  afTeftion  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  Father,  but  only  ftmilar 
and  in  clofe  refemblance  : — one  in  tefimony , judgment , and 
endlefs  felicity ; as  all  the  people  of  Chrift  fhall  be  one  in 
him.  If  they  are  one  in  mind, will,  and  power;  that  means 
no  more  than  their  being  one  in  affectionate  will,  word,  and 
deed,  as  all  Chriftians  fliould  be;  and  as  all  the  prophets, 
faithfully  delivering  his  meffage,and  confirming  it  by  appoin- 
ted figns,  were  one  with  God.  For  it  is  always  to  be  un- 
derftood  in  fuch  cafes,  that  the  Father  holds  a pre-eminence 
of  right  and  command , and  is,  by  far,  greater  in  glory,  power, 
and  blifs  than  the  Son.  They  that  faw  him,  did  not  fee  the  Fa- 
ther in  his  fupreme  Godhead ; but,  as  it  were,  faw  him,  in  the 
manifeffation  of  his  attributes  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  ho- 
linefs  and  pow’er ; in  which  alone , Chrift  is  the  image  of 
the  invifible  God.  By  feeing  the  Son  in  his  behaviour,  and 

Illustration.  D.  That  the  Father  is  in  me,  and  I in  him — 
« See  v.  30.  J.  vi.  56.  xiv.  10,  11.  denotes  the  highelt  mutual  love, 
union,  and  harmony  of  defgn ” (a).  Believed  thou  not,  that  I am 
in  the  Father,  See. — “ agreeable  to  frequent  former  averments,  by 
his  peculiar  affection  to  me,”  in  the  Father;  and  the  Father  “by  a 
fmilar  affefiion  towards  him  alfo,  and  in  clofe  refemblance  in  me. 
Comp.  J.  x.  38.  C.  ii,  9.  We  have  one  mind,  will,  and  power  [fi). 
I and  the*  Father  that  fent  me — “ are  in  tefimony  clofely  conjoin- 
ed” (<?).  Be  one,  as  we  are  one— “ in  judgment,  love,  and  endlefs 
felicity  ( d ),  that  they'  may  be  one,  as  we  are — “ in  affectionate  willy 
•word,  and  deed  (<?).  They  have  both  one  will  and  power,  though  to 
the  Father  is  attributed  pre-eminence  of  right  and  command”  ( f ). 
My  Father  is  greater  than  I — my  Father,  “ whofe  mediatorial  fer- 
vant  I am,  is,  by  far,  greater  in  glory,  power,  and  blifs”  (^).  Ye 
know  him,  and  have  feen'  him — “ as  it  were,  feen  him,  in  his  di- 
vine attributes  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  holirtefs  and  power . C.  i.  1 5. 
H.  i.  3.”  He  that  hath  feen  me  “ perform  fuch  miracles,  in  confir- 
mation of  a heavenly  doCtrine,”  hath  “ in  effed ” feen  theFather  (h). 
He  that  feeth  me,  “ in  my  behaviour  and  miracles ” feeth  in  effect*  * 
the  Father.  See  H.  i.  3.  J.  xiv.  9.  (/).  He  that  defpifeth  me,de- 
fpifeth  him  that  fent  me — “ defpifeth  the  clear  credentials  of  him 
that  fent  me  (l).  He  that  hateth  me,  hateth  “ in  effed ” my  Fa- 

Illus.  D.  (a)  P.  295.  25.  (h)  425.14.  16,  T7.  0)  260.  (d)  443. 

(0  442.  17.  (/)  109.  7.  (jr)  429.  ( h ) 425.  16.  (/)  360.  1.  {k)  279. 
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miracles  for  confirming  a heavenly  doclrine,  they  faw,  in 
and  not  otherwife,  the  Father  that  fent  him.  By  de- 
fpifing  the  perfon  of  the  Son,  they  did  not  defpife  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Father;  but  only  his  clear  credentials  borne  by 
the  former:  as  in  hating  the  one,  they  in  effect  hated  the 
other,  whom  he  referable d.  For  the  Father  was  not  in  the 
Son,  by  that  imaginary  blafphemous  union,  the  belief  of 
which  is  profeffed  by  the  churches,  but  only  by  a gracious 
prefence,  as  God  was  with  Jofeph  in  Egypt,  and  as  Jefus  him- 
felf  is  (till  with  his  church,  by  a divine  Spirit . The  Father 
dwelt  in  him  by  a 'wife,  powerful , and  authoritative  Spirit , 
which  is  the  fame  with  the  fulnefis  of  the  Godhead;  or  he 
dwelt  in  him  by  a divine  operation ; or  in  plainer  words  dill, 
he  inhabited  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  by  wife  counfels,  and  be- 
neficent miracles , as  of  old  he  dwelt  in  the  tabernacle  and 
temple  : his  union  with  this  amazing  perfon  being  an  union 
of  the  fame  hind  with  that,  only  more  perfect;  and  JefuS 
Chrift  dwelt  in  him  in  love  and  dependence.  Wherefore, 

ther,  u by  whom  I am  fent,  and  whom  I refemble  (/).  He  that 
fent  me  is  with  me — “ by  a gracious  prefence.  See  M.  xxviii.  20. 
i.  23.  A.  vii.  9.”  (m).  As  thou  Father  art  in  me— “ by  thy  wife, 
powerful,  and  authoritative  fpirit and  I in  thee,  “ by  dependence 
and  love.”  Comp.  C.  ii.  9.  1 J.  iii.  24.” — I dwelling  in  them  “ by 
divine  operation ,”  and  thou  in  me  («).  Did  Almighty  God,  even 
the  Father  thus  (by  wife  difeourfes  and  beneficent  miracles ) inhabit 
the  man  Chrift  Jefus?  Yes,  as  before  he  dwelt  in  the  tabernacle,  and 
afterwards  in  the  temple,  fo  was  he  much  more  perfectly  united  to 
this  amazing  perfon  (0). 

Contrast.  ( a ) I and  my  Father  are  one  (3).  Believe  the  I 
works  that  ye  may  know  and  believe,  that  the  Father  is  in  me  and  I 
in  him  (r).  Shew  us  the  Father,  and  it  fufficeth  us. — Have  I been 
fo  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  haft  thou  not  known  me?  He  that 
hath  feen  me,  hath  feen  the  Father:  and  how  fay  eft  thou  then,  fnew 
us  the  Father?  Believe  me,  that  I am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father 
in  me,  or  elfe  believe  me  for  the  very  works  fake  (</).  I come  from 
the  Father,  and  am  come  into  the  world;  again,  I leave  the  world, 
and  go  to  the  Father.  I am  not  alone,  becaufe  the  Father  is  with 
me  (e). 

(/)  432.  («)  262.  8.  (n)  443*  5*  ( 0 ) 5\S»  Q.lit»  I2, 

Contr.  (a)  See  the  firft  feriptures  on  Article  VI.  and  thofe  on  the 
preceding  Article,  particularly  from  J.  xvi,  xvii.  (/;)  J.  x.  30.  (^.)  J-  x‘ 

38.  (J)  J.  xiv.  8— 11.  (0  J.  xvi.  28.  32.  M.  t.  40.  J.  xiii.  ao.  L.  x.  16. 
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Of  the  Sonship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Article  IX.  M.  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  the  Son  of  God, 
hv  an  eternal  neceflary  and  incomprehenfible  generation  ; 
importing,  that  he  has  the  fame  nature  as  the  Father,  and 
poflefies  the  fame  infinite  perfections,  but  is  diitinCt  from 
him  in  perfonality.  Nor  is  he  the  Son  of  God  in  any  fenfe 
abfolutely  peculiar  to  him,  and  diftinguilhing  him  from  e- 
verv  creature.  But  he  is  the  firf  and  chief  of  all  the  foils 
of  God  of  the  fame  general  order.  His  Sorvfhip  is  equiva- 
lent to  his  being  the  Meffiah ; or  Chrift,  the  anointed  of 
God,  and  King  of  the  Jews,  who  has  for  his  inheritance 
the  truth i to  teach  and  confirm  which,  was  the  great  end 
of  his  coming  into  the  world  : and  even  his  being  defigned 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  importeth  no  more,  than  that 

The  fcriptures  manifeft  that  the  Sou  and  Holy  Gholt  are  equal 
with  the  Father,  by  afcribing  to  them  fuch  names,  attributes,  works, 
and  worfhip,  as  are  proper  to  God  only  ( f ). 

Illustration.  M.  “ Our  blefled  Saviour,  the  firjl  and  chief 
of  all  the  fons  of  God  (a).  Jefus  avowed  himfelf  to  be  the  Chrif , 
the  Son  of  God  (Z>),  his  blood,  a third  witnefs  with  the  water  and 
Spirit,  to  evince  his  being,  indeed,  the  Mtffiah — the  Son  of  God 
(r).  Jefus  pretending  to  be  the  Son  of  God , was  really  no-  more  than 
what  he  had  confefled  to  Pilate,  without  giving  any  offence,  when 
he  avowed  himfelf  to  he  the  King  of  the  Jews — It  is  as  you  fay. 
I am  a King;  but  fuch  a one  as  is  before  defcribed,  (my  king- 
dom is  not  of  this  world,  &c.)  The  truth  1 will  ever  avow.  It 
is  the  inheritance  I was  born  to,  and  to  teach  and  confirm  it,  is  the 
very  end  of  my  coming  into  the  world.  Such  is  my  kingdom  (d). 
His  whole  conduct  had  been  worthy  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
the  chofcn  Mejfenger  and  favourite  of  heaven”  (e). 

D.  Becaufe  he  faid  that  God  was  hie  Father,  making  himfelf 
equal  with  God — “ This  was  highly  injurious” — Then  “ mildly 
obviating  their  malice”  anjwered  jefus  (/).  He  fliall  be  called 
the  Son  of  the  Higheft — “ By  way  of  eminence”  (g).  Thou  art 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  God — “ fupereminent  Son”  (h). 
Only  begotten  of  the  Father — “ chief  and  well-beloved,  Ii.  i.  3.  6. 


(/)  L.  C.  Qmi.  See  Conf.  and  Cat.  on  Articles  VI,  VII. 
Ictus.  M.  {a)  52a.  (b)  376.  ( e ) 377.  (</)  106.  1 36. 

I>.  '/)  P.  I99.  4.  (g).  22.  24-  ' (t)  226. 
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lie  was  the  chofen  mejfenger  of  God,  and  favourite  of  hea- 
ven. 

D.  The  opinion  of  the  Jews,  that  our  Lord’s  claiming 
a relation  to  God  as  his  Father,  implied  a claim  of  equa- 
lity with  God,  was  highly  injurious  to  him.  For,  he  is 
the  Son  of  God  only  in  degree  fuperior  to  others;  as  being 
his  Son,  by  way  of  eminence  or  his  fuper- eminent  Son.  The 
defignation  only  begotten , fignifies  no  more,  than  that  is  the 
well-beloved , the  chief  of  God’s  fons,  neared  and  dearefl  to 
him.  It  is  deferiptive  of  his  Meffiajhip  ; and  is  of  the  dime 
import  as  the  holy  One  of  God,  who  hath  intimately  feen 
the  Father,  the  King  of  Ifrael,  the  light  of  the  world,  making 
known  in  an  eminent  degree  the  mind  of  God  to  men  ; the 
mod  illudrious  teacher  of  truth  and  goodnefs,  dedined  to 

(/).  Fie  gave  his  only  begotten  Son — “ neared  and  deared”  G). 
If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God — “ fuch  the  Jews  underdood  the  Mef- 
jiah  would  be”  (/).  This  is  the  Son  of  God — “the  great  and  wifli- 
ed  for  Mefiiah”  (m).  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God — “ a title 
of  the  MefTiah  taken  from  Pf.  ii.  7.”  ( n ).  Dod  thou  believe  on 
the  Son  of  God  ? “ or  Mefiiah”  (0).  He  hath  feen  the  Father — 
“ he  and  he  only  hath  feen  the  Father  intimately — a paraphrafis  de- 
noting his  Son ” (/).  Thou  art  the  King  of  Iirael — “ explicative 
of  the  Son  of  God”  (y).  I ain  not  the  Clirift — “ the  one  he  had 
before  expreffed  by  Word , light,  only  begotten ” (/•).  The  holy 
one  of  God — “comp.  H.  v.  9. — Of  like  import  with  the  Son  of  God , 
and  Chrid.  See  M.  viii.  29.  J.  x.  36.  dedined  to  reign  over  all 
his,  and  the  enemies  of  his  people  (j-).  How  is  he  therefore  diled 
by  John  ? The  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  that  is  chief  and  well 
beloved”  (/) — The  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God — “ a teach- 
er of  divine  truth  and  goodnefs,  the  mod  illudrious  H.  i.  2,  &c.  (.7). 
I am  the  Son  of  God*— “ a title  which  is  manifefly  inferior  and 
less  comprehensive  than  even  God’s  metaphorical  (v).  In  the 
falvation  of  God,  by  the  Son  of  his  grace  we  have  a drong  city”  (w ). 
As  the  living  Father  hath  fent  me.  “ Father  of  thefe  high  privi- 
leges .”  and  I live  by  the  Father — “ by  infeparable  union  with 
the  Father,  or  a clear  right , I.  i.  1 2.”  (a).  Save  he  which  is  of  God, 
lie  hath  feen  the  Father — “ he  which  is  immediately  originated 
of  God—  a paraphrafis  denoting  his  Son,  comp.  J.  vii.  29.  viii.  42. 
Or  God  being  a Spirit  can  only  be  fpir dually  difeerned  ( j).  Why 

(i)  14.  26.  GO  67.  15.  GO  55-  3-  H 55.  7-  («)  58. 13. 

(0)272.1.  ( y>)  207.  8.  (7)58.14.  (0  49*  6.  G)84- 9-  (05I5-QA3* 
(«)  67.  21.  (v)  294.  22.  M Fa.  Wo.  232.  (.v)  209.  16.  (j)  207.  8. 
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reign  over,  and  conquer  all  his  and  his  people’s  enemies. 
It  is  a title  inferior  to,  and  lefs  comprehenfetve  than  that  of 
God's  metaphorical , or  Godys  by  office , as  magi  Urates.  lie, 
like  other  foils  of  God,  received  power  and  right  to  be  what 
he  is,  and  to  live  in  infeparable  union  with  the  Father  ! fo 
that  he  is  a Son  of  his  free  grace , indebted  to  unmerited  fa- 
vour for  his  exigence,  and  all  he  enjoys,  as  much  as  any  o- 
ther  fon.  To  be  Rill  more  candid  and  explicit,  if  poffible, 
whatever  high  expreflions  are  ufed  in  fcripture,  or  elle- 
wliere,  to  exhibit  his  Sonfliip,  the  foundation  of  it  lies  in 
his  IMMEDIATE  ORIGINATION  FROM  GOD,  or  his  IM- 
MEDIATE creation  by  him.  lie  is  therefore  the  Son  of 
God  in  the  fame  precife  fenfe , in  which  Adam  was  his  fon. 

is  Adam  termed  the  Son  of  God  ? On  account  of  his  immediate  cre- 
ation, as  alfo  Christ  was,  though  born  of  a woman”  (»). 

Contrast.  The  Lord  poifelfed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way, 
before  his  works  of  old.  When  there  were  no  depths,  I was  brought 
forth.  Before  the  mountains  were  fettled ; before  the  hills  was  I 
brought  forth. — When  he  prepared  the  heavens  I was  there. — Then 
was  I by  him  as  one  brought  up  with  him  ; and  I was  daily  his  de- 
light, rejoicing  always  before  him  (n).  The  Lord  hath  faidto  me, 
Thou  art  my  Son  : to-day  have  1 begotten  thee  ( b ).  Who  hath 
afeended  into  heaven  ? Who  hath  gathered  the  wind  in  his  lifts  ? 
What  is  his  name?  or  his  Son’s  name  ? if  thou  canlt  tell  (c): 
Out  of  thee  lhall  he  come  forth  to  me,  that  is  to  be  Ruler  in  Ifrael. 
whofe  goings  forth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlasting  ( d ).  The 
Word  was  with  God.  The  fame  was  in  the  beginning  with  God 
(e).  I and  my  Father  are  one — We  ltone  thee — for  blafphemy, 
and  becaufe  that  thou  being  a man,  makell  thyfelf  God.  Say  ye 
of  him,  whom  the  Father  hath  fanftilied,  and  fent  into  the  world, 
thou  blafphemeft,  becaufe  1 /aid  I am  the  Son  of  God  ( f).  The 
Word  was  made  flefh — and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth  \g).  Con- 
cerning his  Son,  Jefus  Cliriit,  our  Lord,  which  was  made  of  the 
feed  of  David  according  to  the  fejh  ; And  declared  to  be  the  Son 
of  God,  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  by  the  refur- 
reclion  from  the  dead  (/>).  He  faid  alfo  that  God  was  his  (own 

i 

(z)5r8. 

Contr.  (tf)  Pr.  viii,  23.  33.  ( b ) Pf.  ii.  7.  8.  comp.  Pf.  xc.  4.  II, 

P.  iii.  8.  (c)  Pr.  xxx.  3.  4.  (<J)  Mi.  v.  3.  (<?)  J.  i.  1.  2.  (/)  J.  x.  30— 

38.  See  Jo.  v.  17.  on  Art.  VII.  (D  J.  i.  14.  (/>)  R,  i.  3.  4. 
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Of  the  Divine  Perfections  not  being  afcribable  to 

Jesus  Christ. 

Article  X.  M.  D.  Tliere  were  never  indeed  feen  a- 
rnong  men  fuch  fupernatural  gifts  and  powers , united  with 
iucli  piety,  purity,  and  beneficence  as  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Yet 
no  divine  perfection  is  in  him,  nor  is  any  where  in  feripture 
aicribed  to  him,  as  it  is  in  the  Father,  or  the  only  true  God, 

proper)  Father:  making  himfelf  equal  with  God  (/).  God  fend- 
ing his  own  Son  f the  Son  of  himfelf),  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  fleffi. 
He  fpared  not  his  own  (proper)  Son  ( k ).  When  the  fulnefs  of 
the  time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  own  Son , made  of  a woman 
(/).  To  which  of  the  angels  faid  he  at  any  time.  Thou  art  my 
Son  ? But  unto  the  Son  he  faith,  thy  throne,  O God,  is  for  ever 
and  ever  (m).  Thomas  faid  unto  him,  my  Lord,  and  my  God  ! 
— -Thefe  things  are  written,  that  ye  may  believe  that  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  Son  of  God  (nf  The  only  begotten  Son , that  is  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him  (o).  He  had  a name  writ- 
ten, that  no  man  knew  but  he  himfelf — and  his  name  is  called  the 
IVord  of  God  (y>). 

In  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  there  are  three  perfons,  St c.  The 
Father  is  of  none,  neither  begotten  nor  proceeding:  The  Son  is 
eternally  begotten  of  the  Father  (y). — It  pleafed  God  in  his  eter- 
nal purpofc  to  chufe  and  ordain  the  Lord  Jefus,  his  only  begot- 
ten Son  to  be  our  Mediator  (r).  It  is  proper  to  the  Father  to 
beget  the  Son,  and  to  the  Son,  to  be  begotten  of  the  Tai[\tv-—from 
all  eternity  (.r). 

Illustration.  M.  “ When  had  the  world  ever  feen  fuch 
fupernatural  gifts  and  powers , and  withal  fuch  piety,  purity,  and 
beneficence  of  life?  (#)  And  he  is  before  all  things,  to  wit,  the 
all  things  of  which  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking,  or  the  new  creation  be- 
gun in  his  refurreclion  : He  is  before  them  both  in  point  of  time  and 
dignity”  (b). 

D.  “ Till  Chrift  entered  upon  his  public  office  (as  a teacher) 

■ * . ' > t >•  , » * 

(/')  J.  v.  18.  if)  viih  3*  33*  See  M.  xvi.  16.  2 J,  3.  J.  v.  19,  20.  If.  ix. 
6.  (/)  G.  iv.  4.  (m)  H.  i.  5.  8.  («)  J.  xx.  28.  31.  (0)  J.  i.  18.  iii.  16. 
18.  I J.  iv.  9.  M.  xvi.  13 — 17.  H.  iii.  5.  6.  vii.  28.  v.  8.  A.  viii.  37.  In 
which  feriptures  from  M.  xvi.  I3,as  alfo  in  many  of  the  preceding,  his 
Sonfhip  is  clearly  dillinguifhcd  from  his  office.  (/>)  Rv.  xix.  13,  14, 
M.  xi.  27.  L.  x.  22.  (7)  Conf.  ii.  3.  (r)  Conf.  viii.  1.  (j)  L.  C.  Q^io, 

36.  S.  C.  Q.  6.  21. 

JiLLU S.  ikf,  ( a ) P.  445.  ( b ) 306, 
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and  uniformly  attributed  to  him.  In  particular,  he  had  not*’- 
/mm/exiftence.  But  when  he  is  faid  to  have  been  before  all 
things,  it  only  means,  that  he  was  before  the  New  Tef  ament 
difpenfation  and  church  (late,  begun  in  his  refurreeftion.  He 
was  not  before  Abraham  or  John,  in  the  dignity  of  his  per- 
fon,  or  anv  pre-exiilent  nature  ; but  only  in  the  order  of  hen - 
ven , as  their  appointed  fuperior  and  incomparable  chief:  be** 

the  world  were  not  obliged  to  conceive  of  him  differently  from  an 
ordinary  man”  (r).  He  that  cometh  after  me,  is  preferred  before 
me;  for  he  was  before  me — “ is  preferred  before  me  in  honour  and 
dignity  ; for  he  was  before  me,  and  is  my  chief”.  He  is  mightier 
than  I — “ mightier,  by  far  to  teach  the  dodlrine  of  falvation”  ( d ). 
Which  is  preferred,  See.— for  lie  was  in  the  order  of  heaven , be- 
fore me,  and  is  my  incomparable  chief”  ( e ).  Before  Abraham  was, 
i am  — “ long  before  Abraham  was  born,  I am  his  appointed  fuperi- 
or— the  Mefliah,  the  light  of  the  world”  (f)*  He  that  is  lealt  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  he — u modefly , it  may  be 
holding  out  himfelf  though  applicable  to  many  others.  M.  iii.  1 1. 
L.  iii.  1 6.  J.  i.  15.  27.  30.  Being  more  enriched  with  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit”  ( g).  He  that  cometh  from  above,  is  a- 
bove  all — “ is  fared  with  every  divine  gift , is  above  all  men  without 
exception  L.  i.  35.  R.  i.  4.  J.  iii.  3.  Becaufe  Jefus  was  inverted 
with  a commifrton  from  God,  fully  proved  by  miracles,  to  eftablifh 
his  heavenly  kingdom,  he  was  fuperior  to  John  and  all  the  prophets, 
who  appeared  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation”  (/>).  God  giveth 
not  the  Spirit  by  meafure  to  him — “ the  Spirit  of  wifdomand  power 
by  fparing  me afar e,  as  in  the  cafe  of  former  teachers  (i). 

Contrast.  ( a ).  I will  fend  an  angel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee 
in  the  way.  Beware  of  him,  and  obey  his  voice  : provoke  him  not: 
for  my  name  is  in  him  (£).  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word  (r). 
After  me  cometh  a man  which  is  preferred  before  me,  for  he  was 
before  me  (</).  Your  father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day  : 
and  he  faw  it,  and  was  glad.- — Thou  are  not  yet  fifty  years  old,  and 
hart  thou  feen  Abraham  ? Jefus  faid  unto  them,  verily  verily  I fay 
unto  you,  before  Abraham  was,  1 am  A).  Having  neither  begin- 
ning of  days,  nor  end  of  life,  but  made  like  to  the  Son  of  God  (f). 
Who  is  the  image  of  the  invifible  God— And  he  is  before  all  things 

J).  (c)  P.  50.  1.  (J)  49.  50.  (0  55.  (/)  266.  22.  (g)  150.  6,  7. 

(b)  JO.  12.  (1)  70. 

Co  n't  k . (a)  See  on  preceding  Articles,  particularly  IX.  (6)  Ex.  xxiii 
20,  21.  xxxiii.  14,  15.  (c)  J.  i.  1.  comp.  On.  i.  1,  (d)  J.  i 15.  27, 

(0  J viii.  56— 58.  (/)  H.  vii.  3, 
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mg  more  enriched  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
or  Jbred  with  every  divine  gift  above  them  and  ali  other  men, 
and  inverted  with  a commiflion  from  God,  fully  proved  by 
miracles,  to  ertablifh  a mediatory  kingdom.  In  order  to 
which,  though  God  gave  the  Spirit  by  meafureto  him  alfo, 
not  in  a /paring  meafure,  as  to  others. — In  like  manner — 

Of  ChriJPs  Knowledge. 

Article  XI.  M.  D.  It  murt  be  owned  that  Jefus 
Chrift  had  very  extraordinary  confummate  knowledge  of  di- 
vine things  : But  his  knowledge  was  not  univerfal , compre - 
hctifivey  infallible , and  underived.  He  knew  not  the  Father 

(g)'  But  to  the  Son  he  faith,  thou  Lord  in  the  beginning  haft 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  (/»).  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  yef- 
terday,  to-day,  and  for  ever  (i).  I am  Alpha  and  Omega  the  be- 
ginning and  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was 
and  which  is  to  come  the  Almighty  (/>). — He  that  cometh  from 
above,  is  above  all:  He  that  is  of  the  earth,  is  earthly,  and 

fpeaketh  of  the  earth  : He  that  cometh  from  above,  is  above  all 
(/).  Thou  ait  fairer  than  the  children  of  men — thy  throne  O 
God,  is  for  ever  (m).  Chrift,  who  is  over  all  God  bleffed  for  ever 
( n ).  How  then  doth  David  in  Spirit  call  him  Lord  ? faying,  5c c. 
If  David  then  call  him  Lord,  how  is  he  then  his  Son  ? And  no 
man  was  able  to  anfwer  him  a word  (0).  I,  Jefus,  have  fent  mine 
angel  — -I  am  the  root,  and  offspring  of  David  (y>).  God  giveth 
not  the  Spirit  by  meafure  to  him  (y).  It  hath  pleafed  the  Fa- 
th  er,  that  in  him  all  fullness  fhould  dwell  (r). 

There  is  but  one  only,  the  living  and  true  God — eternal — In 
the  unity  of  the  Godhead  there  be  three  perfons  of  one  fubftance 
power  and  eternity  (s). 

Illustration.  D. — He  hath  feen  the  Father — “ inti- 
mately— God  being  a Spirit  can  only  be  fpiritually  difcerned  (^). 
uds  the  Father  knoweth  me — “ with  entire  love ” lo  know  I the  Fa- 
ther—“ with  familiar  affeBion ” (/;).  The  world  hath  not  known 
thee — “ obediently  after  all  my  labours  butd  have  known  thee 

■ “ fo  known  thee  in  fpite  of  them”  (r).  Neither  the  Son — “ the 

(g)  C.  i.  15 — 17.  (b)  H.  i.  8 — 10.  (/')  H-  xiii.  8.  (/)  Rv.  i.  8.  II — 18. 

if.  8.  xxi.  6.  xxii.  13.  (/)  J.  Hi.  31.  (w)  Pf.  xlv.  2.  6.  H.  i.  8.  («)  R.  ix.  5. 
(-7)  M.  xxii.  42 — 46.  \p)  Rv.  xxii.  16.  (y)  J.  iii.  34.  (r)  C.  i.  19. 

(•j)  Conf.  ii.  1.  3.  L.  C.  (^7.  $>•  S.  C.  0^4-  6. 

Illus.  JD.  P.  (a)  207.  8.  (b)  276.  2.  (0  444. 
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adequately ) but  only  intimately,  obediently,  and  with  fami- 
liar affection.  Even  conlidered  as  the  Son,  he  knew  not 
the  day  of  judgment.  When  it  is  faid,  he  knew  all  men, 
it  only  means  that  from  obfervation  and  experience  he  knew 
all  the  ? ueahnejfes  incident  to  men:  or  if  the  fenfebe  ftretch- 
ed  farther,  to  a perfect  knowledge  of  what  is  in  every  man; 
it  mult  mean,  that  he  did  this  by  his  divine  Spirit,  that  is, 
by  a divine  fupernatural  and  miraculous  gift  conferred  on 
him  by  God  ; fuch  as  the  apoftles  and  fome  of  the  ancient 
prophets  occafionally  poffeffed,  and  which  none  can  partake 

Son  himfelf  as  fuch,  but  my  inhabiting  Father  only.  See  for  this 
A.  i.  6.  think  of  P.  ii.  8,  9.  Rv.  v.  1.  5”.  ( d ).  He  knew  all  men 
— “ the  weakneffes  incident  to  men”.  He  knew  what  is  in  man 
— “ he  knew  by  the  Spirit  perfectly  what  is  in  every  man,  comp. 
M.  iii.  16.  This  was  fuch  knowledge,  that  we  cannot  luppole 
Almighty  God  would  ftjfer  thofc  to  partake  of,  who  are  not  fent 
by  him”  (**).  He  knew  who  fhould  betray  him — “ by  the  divine 
gift  that  was  in  him”  Jefus  knew  that  they  were  defirous  to 

aik  him — knew  by  his  divine  fpirit , M.  ii.  8”  ( g ).  Thou  knowefl  all 
things, — we  believe  that  thou  comeft  forth  from  God — “ that  God, 
who  alone  would  confer  a gift  fo  amazing,  comp.  J.  ii.  11”  (/j). 
Jefus  knew  lie  had  been  a long  time  in  that  cafe — “ knew  fupcrna - 
turally ” (i).  Called  Mary  her  filter  fecretly — “ though  he  might 
forefee , that  the  vilitants  would  follow”  (/').  Jefus  knew  that  his 
hour  was  come — “ this  he  had  clearly  revealed  to  him,  though  not 
the  day  of  judgment  as  yet.  M.  xxiv.  26.  A.  i.  7”  (/). 

M ’.  When  had  the  world  feen,  in  human  flefh,  fuch  confummate 
knowledge  of  divine  things  (m).  He  feems  not  to  have  confidered 
his  excruciating  death  in  the  manner  it  happened,  as  previoifly  fix- 
ed by  an  abfolute  decree  («).  Though  they  (other  martyrs)  might 
be,  in  fome  initances,  miilaken  in  what  they  profeffed,  it  is  scarce 
conceivable,  that  he  could  be  fo  (0). 

Contrast.  Jefus — knew  all  men,  and  needed  not,  that  any 
fliould  teflify  of  men,  for  he  knew  what  is  in  man  (#).  Now  we 
are  fure,  that  thou  knowefl;  all  things — by  this  we  believe,  that 
thou  cameft  forth  from  God  ( b ).  Lord,  thou  knowefl  all  things; 
thou  knowefl  that  I love  thee  (c).  I the  Lord  fearch  the  heart , 
and  try  the  reins , even  to  give  every'  man  according  to  his  ways. 
Thou,  even  thou  only,  knowefl  the  hearts  of  all  the  children  of 
men. — Thefe  tilings,  faith  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  eyes  like 

00  397*6.  (<?)  66.  3.  (/)  415.  (g)  436.  4.  (/;)  438.  10.  (/)  107. 

(0  333*  2*.  (0  413*  9* M.  (*»)  445*  (0  22.  (0)  378. 

Contr.  (a)  J.  ii.  24.  2 5.  (£)  J.  xvi.  30.  (c)  J.  xxi.  17, 
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of,  but  thofe  who  are  honoured  with  an  extraordinary  divine 
million.  His  forefight  of  forne  future  events  is  a poflible 
thing;  but  if  his  death  was  fixed  by  an  abfolute  decree, 
which,  to  fay  the  lead,  is  very  doubtful,  he  was  ignorant  of 
it,  and  confidered  it  otherwife.  It  is  certain,  that  it  was 
only  by  revelation  he  knew  that  his  hour  was  come.  And 
though  it  is  fcarcely  conceivable, f that  he  could  be  millaken 
in  the  truth  he  profefled  and  fealed  with  his  blood,  it  is  very 
poflible  that  he  might  be  fo,  in  fome  inftances,  as  well  as  o- 
ther  martyrs.  So — 


unto  a flame  of  fire. — All  the  churches  (hall  know,  that  I am  he, 
which  fearcheth  the  reins  and  heart,  to  give  to  every  one  of  you  ac- 
cording to  his  works  ( d).  Jefus  knew  from  the  beginning,  who 
they  were  that  believed  not,  and  who  fhould  betray  him  (e).  Al- 
though all  fliall  be  offended,  yet  will  not  I. — Verily  I fay  unto  thee, 
that  this  day,  even  in  this  night , before  the  cock  crow  twice,  thou 
fhalt  deny  me  thrice  (jf  ).  No  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Fa- 
ther: neither  knoweth  any  man  the  Father,  fave  the  Son,  and  he 
to  whomfoever  the  Son  fliall  reveal  him  (g).  Not  that  any  man 
hath  feen  the  Father,  fave  he  which  is  of  God,  he  hath  feen  the 
Father  (/j) — the  precious  blood  of  Chrift.  Who  verily  was  fore- 
ordained before  the  foundation  of  the  world;  but  was  manifefl:  in 
thefe  lalt  times  for  you  (?).  Save  me  from  this  hour.  But  for  this 
caufe , came  I unto  this  hour  ( k ).  From  that  time  forth  (of  his 
transfiguration)  began  Jefus  to  fliew  to  his  difciples,  how  that  he 
mujl  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  and  fuffer  many  things, — and  be  killed, 
and  be  raifed  again  the  third  day  (/).'  Verily  verily  I fay  unto 
you,  we  fpeak  what  we  do  know,  and  teftify  what  we  have  feen  ( m). 

The  only  living  and  true  God — In  his  fight  all  things  are  open 
and  manifelf — his  knowledge  is  infnite,  infallible , and  independent 
of  the  creature;  fo  as  nothing  is  to  him  contingent  or  uncertain.  In 
the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  &c.  (/z).  God  is  a fpirit,  knowing  cell 
things , molt  wife — There  be  three  perfons,  See.  (<?).  God  is  a fpirit 
infinite  in  his  knowledge— There  are  three  perfons,  &c,  (/>). 

(d)  Jr.  xvii.  io,  ii.  K.  viii.  39.  Rv.  ii.  18.  23.  iii.  I,  a.  1 5.  17-  comp. 
M.  ix.  4.  m.  ii.  8.  j.  xvi.  19.  J.  i.  47,  48.  v.  42.  (/)  J.  vi.  64.  (/) 
m.  xiv.  29. — 31.  comp.  v.  68.-—  72.  (g)  M.  xi.  27.  (4)  J-  vi.  46.  x.  15. 

His  not  knowing  the  day  of  judgment  evidently  refers  to  him  as  man, 
comp.  m.  xii.  32.  with  v.  26,  27.  34*  and  M.  xxiv.  36. — 39.  (*)  1 P.  i.  19, 

20.  A.  ii.  23.  (i)  J.  xii.  27.  comp.  M.  xx.  28.  m.  x,  45.  (/)  M,  xvi.  21. 

xx.  18.  xxvi.  2.  («z)  J.  iii.  II.  32.  viii.  38.  v.  31.  Rv.  i.  5.  iii.  14.  (//)  Conf. 
i.  1,2,3.  (•)  L.  C.  Cb_7>  8,  9.  (J> ) S.  C.  Q]_4>  5*  6.  ike  ok  preceding 

articles. 
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Of  Christ’s  Omnipresence. 

Article  XII.  D.  Omniprefence,  as  it  is  a perfection 
cf  the  molt  high  God,  does  not  belong  to  Jefus  Chrift.  He 
was  not  really  in  heaven , while  here  on  earth,  other  wife  than 
as  in  that  low  eftate,  he,  confulered  as  man , enjoyed  that  ful- 
ncfs  of  heaven  before  defcribed  *.  lie  may  be  faid,  indeed, 
to  be  every  where,  and  at  all  times  prefent*,  but  it  is  only 
bv  the  Spirit  of  God  in  him;  of  which  too  we  have  now 
taughtf.  Hence,  at  the  time  of  delivering  his  lalt  fermoa 

Illustration.  D.  Even  the  Son  of  Man  which  is  in  heaven— 
“ the  Son  of  Man,  as  you  fee  him  now — in  his  prefent  low  out- 
ward Hate  of  human  nature,  which  is  in  the  very  fulnefs  of  hea- 
ven, or  was  in— comp.  J.  vi.  62.  i.  1,  2.  P.  iii.  20.  E.  ii.  6.  By 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  him  without  meafuve,  even  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead  bodily , he  is  literally  in  heaven,  every  where,  and  at  all 
times.”  ( a ) Being  yet  prefent  with  you, — “ yet  for  fome  moments 
prefent  with  you  in  perfon”  ( b ) my  joy  fulfilled  in  themfelves — 
“joy  ofconfolation,  as  when  with  them  in  perfon , nowife  diminifhed, 
but  rather  fuitilled  (r).  In  that  day — “ of  my  entire  per fan al  re- 
moval,” ye  fhall  afk  me  nothing  (7/).  The  Comforter,  whom  the 
Father  will  fend — “ to  fupply  my  perfon  a l abfence”  (<?).  Lo,  I am 
with  you  always — “ with  you  in  fpirit  always,  though  not  percei- 
vable with  your  bodily  eyes  (f)» 

Contrast.  No  man  hath  afcended  up  to  heaven,  but  he  that 
came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  man,  who  is  in  hea- 
ven (<7).  If  any  man  ferve  me,  let  him  follow  me : and  where  I am, 
there Jhall  alfo  my  fervant  be  (b).  Lo,  I am  with  you  always , to 
the  end  of  the  world  (r).  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  toge- 
ther in  my  name,  there  am  I in  the  rnidjl  of  them  (7/).  Say  not  in 
thine  heart,  who  fhall  *ifcend  into  heaven?  that  is,  to  bring  Chrijl 
down  from  above:  or  who  {hall  defeend  into  the  deep?  that  is,  to 

bring  Chrijl  up  again  from  the  dead.  The  word  is  nigh  thee  (e). 
I give  thee  charge  in  th  e fght  of  God— and  before  (or  in  the  fight ) 
of  Jefus  Chrijl — that  thou  keep  this  commandment — (jT).  Thefe 
things  faith  he  that  holdcth  the  feven  ftars  in  his  right  hand,  and 


* Art.  VII.  f Art.  VI. 

Ull  s.  7).  («)  P.  66.  7.  (£)  428.  (*)  442.  d 437.  9.  (r)  428.  (/) 

S09. 

Coni  r.  (o')  J.  ni.  13*  T)  J*  ^n.  2o.  wu.  24.  (C  hd.  xxvm.  20. 
{d)  M . xviii.  20.  (r)  R.  x.  6 — .8.  (/)  iT.  vi.  13 — 16. 
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to  the  difciples,  he  was  to  be  prefent  with  them  in  per/on  for 
fome  moments  only  ; and  was  fo  after  his  death  no  longer. 
That  event  was  his  entire  perfonal  removal.  And  the  perfo - 
nal  abfence  which  it  caufed,  is  fupplied  by  the  holy  Spirit  al- 
ready defcribed:  accordingly,  it  is  in  Spirit  alone,  that  he  is 
prefent  with  the  church  to  the  end  of  the  world  ; fome 
way,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  was,  in  perfonal  abfence,  prefent 
with  t^e  churches  of  Corinth  and  Colofie,  in  his  remem- 
brance of  them,  love  to  them,  and  care  about  them 

Of  the  Creation  afcribed  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Article  XIII.  M . As  no  perfections  abfolutely  divine 
are  to  be  afcribed  to  Jefus  Chrift,  neither  are  any  divine 
•works  in  the  fame  fenfe,  as  to  almighty  God.  Particular- 
ly, we  are  not  to  confider  him  as  the  Creator  of  the  na~ 
tural  ivorldy  or  the  Maker  of  the  univerfe,  either  by  calling 
it  into  exiftence  out  of  nothing,  or  by  reducing  it  to  order, 
and  forming  the  different  fpecies  of  beings  which  it  contains: 
But  only  as  the  author  of  a new  creation  of  the  moral  •worlds 
extending  to  angels  and  men,  efpecially  the  latter ; — by  al- 
tering their  form  and  arrangement,  and  putting  them  under 
a different  rule  and  conftitution  from  what  they  were  fubject 
to  before  ; caufing  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  bringing 

who  walketh  ( about , up  and  down ) in  the  midft  of  the  feven  golden 
candlefticks  (^). 

— One  only  living  and  true  God,  who  is  infinite  in  his  being, 
immenfe . — -In  the  unity,  &c  (/>).  God  is  a fpirit,  infinite  in  being 
—every  where  prefent — There  be  three  perfons,  &c  (i). 

Illustration*.  M.  “ The  glorified  Jefus  ftraightway  appears 
in  the  divine  character  of  a creator , or  the  author  of  a new  creation ; 
no  lefs  neceffary  and  beneficial  than  the  firft,  if  not  more  fo,  which 
extends  to  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth.  Being  begun  in  himfelf  the 
firfi  born  of  it,  by  his  refurredlion  from  the  dead,  it  was  all  left  to 

I i C.  v.  3.  C.  ii.  3. 

(<r)  R.v.  i.  20.  ii.  I.  See  G.  ii.  20.  E.  i.  23.  iv.  9,  10.  ( h ) Conf.  ii.  1.  3. 

(/)  L.C.  0^7>  8,  9.  S.  C.  Q^4-  6,  See  L.  C.  on  Art.  VIII.  with  fcriptures 
fubjoined.  Thus,  too,  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his  fuperior  nature,  i9  almighty  or 
infinite  in  power,  If.  ix.  6.  Rv.  i.  8.  XV.  4.  xvi.  7.  I4.  Infnite  in  holinefs , If.  vi. 
3.  J.xii.37,  38.  Pf.  xlv.  6,  7.  comp.  Pf.  v.  4,  5.  H.i.  13.  Rv.  iii.  7.  It 
would  be  eafy  to  go  through  all  the  other  divine  perfections.  But  he 
that  has  one  of  them,  muft  have  all  of  them,  and  therefore  muft  be  the 
true  God. 
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order  out  of  eonfufion,  and  refloring  harmony  and  peace, 
where  there  had  been  inveterate  enmity.  Accordingly  the 
creation  efFedbed  by  him,  was,  like  other,  things  relating  t > 
him,  capable  of  being  the  fubjecT  of  ancient  prophecy,  and 
was  actually  foretold  long  before  it  took  place,  Por  he  ne- 
yer  appeared  in  the  character  of  a creator,  till  he  was  glo- 
rified. His  work  of  creation  was  begun  in  him f elf  by  his  re- 
furredtion  from  the  dead ; though  afterwards  it  was  all  left 
to  be  accomplifhed  by  his  mediatorial  power.  And  now  by 
him  all  the  parts  of  that  work  confift,  or  Hand  together,  as 
under  their  common  Lord. 

D.  The  only  creation  competent  to  Jefus  Chrift:,  and  in 
fcripture  afcribed  to  him,  is  a new  creation  ; whereby  men 
are  renewed  in  knowledge,  or  being  fpiritually  enlightened, 
are  made  new  creatures,  created  unto  good  works  ->  are  re- 


be  accomplifhed  by  his  own  mediatorial  power. — He  created  them 
by  altering  their  form — ut  fupra.  He  caufed  light  to  fhine  out  of 

darknefs,  brought  order  out  of  confulion,  & c. — R.  viii.  29.  C.  i. 
15.  18.  iii.  10,  1 1.  E.  i.  10.  ii.  14,15.  v.  24.  Pf.  li.  10.  civ.  30. 
2 C.  v.  7.  Some  of  the  texts  quoted  in  this  paragraph,  are  univerfal- 
ly  allowed  to  refer  to  the  new  creation.  It  appears  to  me , that,  when 
they  are  all  underftood  to  relate  to  the  fame  futrjedt,  they  throw 
light  on  one  another.  It  is  very  likely  the  creation  effected  by  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  was  like  other  things  relating  to  him,  the  fubjett 
of  ancient  prophecy  (a).  And  by  him  all  things  confift,  (the  all 
things  of  which  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking,  that  is,  the  new  creation ) 
or  ftand  together,  as  under  their  common  Lord. — The  whole  fa- 
mily of  God  in  heaven  and  earth  is  put  under  his  government”  ( b ). 

D.  “ Did  the  Word  of  God  fo  create  the  world  anew?  He  did 
as  may  be  clearly  feen  from  2 C.  iv.  6.  comp.  E.  ii.  1 o”  (r).  All  things 
were  made  by  him — “ comp.  E.  ii.  10.  See.  C.  i.  20.  H.  i.  1.  &c.” 
The  world  was  made  by  him — “ The  means  were  powerful.  See 
E.  ii.  10.  iii.  9.  1 S.  xii.  6.  Pf.  c.  3.  PI.  i.  2.  iii.  2.  2 C.  v.  17. 
C.  iii.  10.  G.  vi.  1 5”  (<:/).  The  Father  worketh  hitherto — “ in  fup- 
port  of  all  his  creatures;”  and  I work — “ after  his  example,  and  having 
his  authority , in  behalf  of  his  rational  offspring .”  He  laid  alfo,  God 
was  his  Father;  making  himfelf  equal  with  God  — “ in  freedom 
and  manner  of  adting.  This  was  highly  injurious , as  he  ranked  not 
his  own,  but  his  Father’s  works,  above  the  Sabbath”  (ef 

M.  (a)  P.  304.  305.  (l>)  306. D.  (c)  P.  514.  Qmo.  (d)  13.  13, 

(0  109.  a.  4, 
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coneiled  to  God  and  among  themfelves,  and  become  God’s 
lioufe  or  church.  And  even  of  this  creation,  he  is  not  the 
all-fujficient  and  independent  author  ; as  if  of  himfelf  he  gave 
it  exiftence,  hut  merely  the  mean  or  inftrument  employed 
by  God.. — Neither  is  univerfal  providence  his  prerogative 
and  work,  lie  has  fome  infpetHon  and  fuperintendency, 
fuch  as,  from  what  lias  been  faid,  we  can  fuppofe  him  cap- 
able of  exercifing,  of  reafonable  creatures  ; and,  in  a way 
confident  with  his  true  character,  is  engaged  in  beneficent 
operations  towards  them.  But  it  is  the  Father  alone  that 
worketh  in  the  providential  fupport  and  dominion  of  all 
creatures.  The  Son  worketh,  and  ever  did  work,  only  in 
behalf  of  God’s  rational  offspring,  after  his  example,  and 
by  his  authority  ; and  in  thefe  operations  alfo,  he  is  by  no 
means  equal  with  God,  in  th z freedom  and  manner  of  them. 

Contrast.  (<z)  All  things  were  made  by  him:  and  with- 
out him  was  not  any  thin?  made  that  was  made — Fie  was  in  the 

y O 

world;  and  the  world  was  made  by  him:  and  the  world  knew  him 
not  ($).  By  him  were  all  things  created , that  are  in  heaven  and 
that  are  in  earth,  vifihle  and  inyifible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or 
dominions,  or  principalities  or  powers.  All  things  were  created 
hy  him  and  for  him . And  he  is  before  all  things  le).  His  Son, 
whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things:  by  whom  alfo  he  made 
the  worlds  (z/).  But  to  the  Son  he  faith,  Thou , Lord,  in  the  be- 
ginning haft  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  heavens  are 
the  works  of  thine  hands.  They  fhall  perifh;  but  thou  remain- 
eft  (e). 

And  by  him  all  things  (all  the  things  before  faid  to  be  created 
by  him)  confift  (or  ftand  together,)  (f)  who,  being  the  brightneis 
of  his  glory,  and  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  and  upholding  all 
• things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  himfelf  purged 
our  fins,  Sc c.  fgf  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I work. — 
For  what  things  foever  he  doth,  thofe  alfo  doth  the  Son  likewiie 
(or  in  like  manner)  (/>). 

It  pleafed  God,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  for  the  inani- 
feftation  of  the  glory  of  his  eternal  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs, 
jn  the  beginning,  to  create,  make  of  nothing,  the  world , and  all 

Conttr.  ( a ) If.  xlv.  12. — 25.  xliv.  23.  24.  Jr.  x.  12.  R.  i.  20.  ( [l ) J.  i.  I. — 
10.  ( c ) C.  i.  16,  17.  comp.  R.  xi.  36.  ( d ) H.  i.  2.  (e)  H.  i.  2.  8. — 12. 

comp.  Pf.  cii.  25.  & c.  Pf.  xxxiii.  6.  comp.  J.  i.  14.  with  Rv.  xix.  13.  (/') 

C.  i.  17.  (jf  ) H.  i.  3.  comp.  A.  xvii.  28.  Pf.  cxi.  8.  (A)  J.  v.  17. — 19. 

Sec  alfo  Nm.  ix.  6.  Pf.  xxxvi.  6.  1 P.  iv.  19.  and  the  fcriptures  relating 
to  the  Son’s  eternity.  Art.  IX.  X. 
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Of  Ch  rift's  Miracles. 

Article  XIV.  D.  JcfusChrilt  did  not  perform  his  mi- 
raculous works  by  his  own  power,  but  by  the  power  of  God 
his  Father,  or  by  the  almighty  Spirit  within  him.  In  them, 
therefore,  he  added  not  as  almighty  God , but  as  a perfon  com- 
miiTioned  by  him;  even  as  Mofes  or  Elias.  As  all  his  abili- 
ties were  derived  from,  and  the  free  gift  of  the  Father,  lie 
like  others,  had  them,  or  at  lead  their  exercife  in  particular 
cafes,  by  cl ofe  application  to  almighty  God,  in  prayer  and 
fading.  The  Father  worked  before  him  by  way  of  inf  rue- 
tio/ij  pattern , and  divine  hnpulfe : and  he  worked  agreeably 
to  the  indruddion,  in  compliance  with  the  impulfe,  and  after 
the  pattern.  He  dood  and  added  in  no  higher  character, 
than  that  of  an  effectual  inf  rumenty  employed  by  gracious1 

things  therein,  whether  vifible  or  invifible.  (i)  There  be  three  per- 
fons  in  the  Godhead — God  did  in  the  beginning,  by  the  word 
of  his  power,  make  of  nothing  the  world,  and  all  things  therein  for 
himfelf  (/’).  God  the  Creator  (fee  above)  of  all  things  doth  uphqlcly 
direB , dfpofe , and  govern  all  creatures,  aedions  and  things,  from  the 
greateft  to  the  lead,  by  his  mod  wife  and  holy  providence  (/). 

Illustration.  D.  Believe  ye  that  I am  able  to  do  this  ^ 
u by  the  mighty  power  of  God  in  me”  la).  Fie  bleffed  them — 
by  the  almighty  Spirit”  (£).  Ye  alfo  have  feen  me,  and  believe  not 
— “ feen  me  do  what  no  uncommi finned  perfon  by  almighty  God  can 
do,  to  confirm  my  words  (c ).  He  gave  them  a power  of  multiply- 
ing, by  his  power  received  from  the  Father”  (</).  This  kind  goeth 
not  out — “ kind  of  cure  goeth  not  out  from  any  one , but  by  a pe- 
culiarly clofe  application  to  almighty  God,  in  prayer  and  fad- 
ing” (e).  Whatever  things  he  doth — “ by  way  of  inJlruBion  and 
pattern.  He  may  refer  to  peculiar  divine  impulfes” — Thefe  alfo  doth 
tlue  Son  likewife — “ they  have  both  one  will  and  power ; but  to 
the  Father  is  attributed  the  pre-eminence  of  right  and  command”  (f). 
Giving  him  thanks — “ whom  gracious  Heaven  had  made  the  effec- 
tual instrument  of  fo  high  a favour”  (g).  Should  fee  the  glory 
of  God  — “ remarkably  difplayed  ; or  power  of  God , to  whom  ulti- 
mately all  is  aferibed”  (/:>).  When  he  had  given  thanks — « to 

(0*  Conf. iv-  2.  (1)  L.  C.  Q.  8,  9,  15.  s.  C.  CL  5,  6.  9.  (/)  Conf.  v.  1. 

L,  C.  Qm8.  S.  C.  Qmi. 

Ii.lt’s.  7).  (tf)  p.  105.  (b)  198.  tc)  205.  (d)  198.  4.  (e)  237.  3,4. 

(7)109.6,7,  GO  251.  (7)  335-5-' 
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heaven,  of  the  great  favours  thereby  bellowed  on  men.  Thus 
the  glory  difplayed  by  them,  and  refulting  from  them,  was 
the  glory  of  the  Father  alone.  Hence  confcious  of  his  infe- 
riority and  dependence,  he  afcribed  them  all  ultimately  to 
the  Father,  by  whofe  foie  agency  they  were  accomplilhed. 
To  him  he  gave  thanks  as  the  firlt  author  of  them,  and  for 
the  power  granted  him  to  perform  them  as  his  delegate.  He 
never  required  in  thofe  concerned  faith  in  himfelf  as  origi- 
nal independent  Operator,  but  always  directed  their  faith  to 
the  Father  that  dwelt  in  him.  Efpecially,  he  had  no  power 
of  energy  and  operation  in  himfelf  to  take  up  his  life  by  a re- 
furredlion,  but  only  a power  of  right  to  it,  in  confequence 
of  the  Father’s  promife, — Therefore, 

that  frf  Author  of  food,  and  of  all  miraculous  works™  ( i ) He 

gave  thanks — “ to  his  Father  in  heaven  for  the  power  given  him(/’). 
Believe  only — u truf  in  him  that  dwelleth  in  me”  (/).  I have 
pou  rer — to  take  it  again — “ power  by  right.”  This  commandment 
• — “ with  promife”  have  I received  of  my  Father.  G.  i.  I.  E.  i. 
17.  20.  I Th.  i.  10.  R.  viii.  u.  C.  i.  18”  (m). 

Contrast.  He — rebuked  the  winds;  and  faid  to  the  fez,  peace: 
be  fill.  Arid  the  wind  ceafed;  and  there  was  a great  calm  ( a ). 
He  faid  unto  him,  come  out  of  the  man,  thou  unclean  fpirit, 
&c.  &c  (b).  I will:  be  thou  clean  (c).  Stretch  forth  thine 
hand.  And  he  llretched  it  forth;  and  it  was  reftored  whole  as 
the  other  (d).  Jefus  faith  to  him,  rife,  take  up  thy  bed,  and 
walk  ( e ).  Jefus  immediately  knew  in  himfelf,  that  virtue  had 
g6ne  out  of  him  (jf).  There  went  virtue  out  of  him>  and  healed 
them  all  (g).  He  faid  unto  her,  Talitha  cumi — and  fraightvuay 
the  damfel  arofe,  and  walked  (h).  He  touched  the  bier,  and  faid, 
young  man,  I fay  unto  thee,  arife.  And  he  that  was  dead  fat 
up  (i).  Lazarus,  come  forth.  And  he  that  was  dead  came  forth  ( k ). 

As  the  Father  raifeth  up  the  dead,  and  quickneth  them;  even  fot 
(or  in  like  manner)  the  Son  quickneth  whom  he  will  (/).— Be- 
lieve ye  that  1 am  able  to  do  this?  (m)  Fear  not,  believe  only, 

(i)  198.  (i)  222.  4.  (/)  103.  (m)  276. 10. 

Contk.  (a)  m.  iv.  39.  M.  viii.  26.  L.  viii.  24*  comp.  Pf.  Ixxxix.  8. 

Pr.  iii.  4.  Pf.  xciii.  I— 4.  (*)  m.  v.  8.  13.  (c)  M.  viii.  3.  L.  v.  13, 

(d)  M.  xii.  13.  (*)  J.  v.  8,  9.  (/)  m.  v.  30.  L.  viii.  46.  (g)  L.  vi  .19. 
comp.  Ex.  xv.  26.  Pf.  cvii.  20.  ( h ) M.  v.  41,  42.  (*)  L.  vii.  14,  15. 

(i)  j xi.  43,  44.  comp.  Pf.  lxviii.  20.  R.  iv.  17.  J.  v.  17.  (/)  J.  v.  21, 

Compare  all  this  with  the  commifiion  given  to  the  apohles,  I>.  ix.  1 — 6. 

X.  17.  19.  and  the  'manner  in  which  they  did  mighty  works,  A.  iii.  6,  7. 

12.  16.  iv.  9,  10.  ix.  34.  xvi.  18.  (*»)  M.  ix.  2 8. 
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Of  the  Person  c/Christ. 

Article  XV.  M.  D.  That  there  are  in  the  perfon  of 
Jefus  Chrill  two  whole,  perfect,  and  diltin£t  natures,  inti- 
mately and  inseparably,  but  incomprehenfibly  conjoined ; 
the  Godhead  and  manhood  ; fo  as  that  he  is  very  God  and 
very  man,  yet  but  one  Chrill,  is  a molt  grotindlefs  invagi- 
nation. Notwithllanding  the  high  thing  declared  of  him  in 
Scripture,  he  is  So  very  far  from  being  the  true  and  living  God , 
that  he  polfefTes  no  nature  Superior  to  our  own.  He  is  al- 
together  one  of  our  own  kind , a per  Son  of  our  own  order ; 
that  is,  a man  like  ourfelves,  a fellow  man,  in  whom  al- 
and Ihe  Snail  be  made  whole  (//).  Jefus  Said  to  them,  deftroy  this 
temple,  and  in  three  days  I will  raife  it  up — But  he  Spake  of 
the  temple  of  his  body  (0). 

Illustration.  M.  “ How  glorious  is  it  to  us,  that  one  of 
our  own  kind , the  man  Chrill  Jefus,  is  advanced  to  univerfal  em- 
pire (u)?  Almighty  God  deigned  to  tabernacle  with  men  in  a 
person  of  our  own  order,  and  to  manifell  his  power,  wifdom, 
goodnefs,  and  holinefs  in  a man  like  themfelves  ( b ) — in  a man  like 
themfelves. — This  was  doing  great  honour  to  the  whole  human  race; 
and  the  honour  was  much  encreafed  by  what  this  divine  perfon  Suf- 
fered on  our  account  (r).  That  men  are  capable  of  receiving  good 
as  well  as  evil — through  means  of  their  fellow  men , and  on  their 
account,  is  a matter  of  daily  experience.  That  he,  therefore , fhould 
Save  men  by  the  man  Ghrifi  fefus,  is  no  way  unfuitable  to  the  cjla - 
lli/Jjed  order  of  his  providence  (J).  The  Son  of  God  deemed  no 
afflictions,  humiliations  and  indignities  too  great  for  him  to  en- 
dure. He  welcomed  every  fort  of  calamity  to  his  own  perfon  (e). 
— Have  made  them  deiilt  from  their  injurious  attempts  againll  his 
perfon  ( f ).  Peter  feeing  Jefus  perf anally  attached,  and  led  away 
a prifoner  (g).-—  No  more  in  a date  of  mortality  ; and  it  was  Sit 
he  fiiould  wean  them  by  degrees  from  their  attachment  to  his  per- 
fon, and  accullom  them  to  bear  his  bodily  abfence  ( h ). — of  genuine 
virtue,  in  a Situation  to  jlejh  and  bloody  the  moil  awful  that  can  well 
be  conceived  (i).  Thebeloved  Son  of  God  made  a man  of  Sorrows 
— and  the  fame  perfon  expiring  on  a crofs  (/•).  He  Suffered  the 
moll  injurious  treatment  which,  it  was  pofiible  for  an  innocent  man 

(n)  m.v.  36.  L.viii.  50.  comp.  m.  ix.  18 — 25.  J.  xi.  25. 40.  M.  xiv.28 — 31, 
(t>)  J.  ii.  19.  21.  comp.  R.  i.  4.  M.  xx.  19.  m.  ix.  31.  L.  xviii.  33. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  488.  (6)487.  (0  488.  (d)  455,  (<?)  418.  ( f)  56. 
U)  80.  (6)  226.  (0  154.  {k)  516. 
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mighty  God  deigned  to  tabernacle  with  men,  and  mamfefl 
his  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs.  Confequently,  his  per- 
fon  was  conftituted  of  a human  foul  and  a human  body  on- 
ly. It  was  capable  of  fufFering  calamity,  of  apprehenfion, 
attachment,  and  outrage  by  his  enemies ; of  forrow,  pain, 
and  death.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  indeed,  that  he  was 
an  innocent  and  extraordinary  man,  exactly  correfponding 
to  the  idea  which  Plato , the  heathen  philofopher,  formed  of 
a virtuous  man*,  but  a mere  man  Hill.  The  eafe,  with  which 
he  performed  difficult  acts  of  virtue,  was  not  attained  with- 
out trouble  and  effort,  but  was  the  effect  of  ftridt  attention, 
and  perfedt  moral dfcipliney  joined  with  fupernatural  gifts.  He 
was  brought  indeed  into  one  of  the  moft  interefting  fituations 

to  receive  (/).-— Reafons  which  could  juftify  tlie  permitting  fucli 
calamities  to  befal  an  innocent  man  (m).  This  is  true  not  only — of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  but  proportionally  of 
the  righteoufnefs — found  among  ordinary  men  («).  Confider  how 
the  cafe  Hands — with  regard  to  ordinary  men , and — how  it  Hands 
with  regard  to  our  Lord  Jefus  ChriH  (0).  It  well  deferves  our  at- 
tention how  exafily  the  idea,  which  a heathen  phikHopher  (Plato) 
formed  of  a truly  virtuous  man,  was  realized  in  the  life  of  our  Sa- 
viour (y>).  That  eafe,  however,  with  which  Jefus  performed  the 
moR  difficult  adts  of  virtue,  we  may  well  believe,  was  not  the  effect 
of  carelefsnefs  but,  ut  fupra  ( q ).  His  behaviour  was  without  de- 
fedf  or  blemifh;  but  was  it  rendered  fo  complete  without  trouble 
and  effort  (r).  The  inmoH  receffes  of  his  foul  are  laid  open  to  us, 
in  one  of  the  moH  intereRing  fituations,  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of 
humanity . And  auhat  fee  we  here  other,  than  a great  and  noble  foul 
Hruggling  ? ( s ).  Jefus  had  not  one  fupport,  ut  fupra  (/).  Nor 
any  mark  of  greatnefs  left  him,  but  that  patience,  ferenity,  and 
fortitude,  with  which  he  fuHained  every  affliction  (*/).  And  over- 
come them  all  (the  horrors  of  the  crofs)  by  the  Jledfajl  refolution  of 
his  foul  (*n).  And  overcome  the  horrors  and  reluctances  of  human 
nature  by  reflecting  on,  ut  fupra , and  that — he  really  deferved  every 
mark  of  eRecm,  and  would  in  procefs  of  time  gain  it,  ut  fupra  (20). 

D.  I faid  not  to  you  at  the  beginning — “ of  my  public  work, 
becaufe  I was  then  with  you  perfonally ” (y).  A bone  of  him  ffiall 
not  be  broken— “ a thing  fo  fhockingtQ  look  upon,  was  not  per- 
mitted to  the  holy  perfon  of  Jefus”  (y).  And  did  eat  before  them 
— “ to  evince  the  undoubted  reality  of  his  perfon”  (2). 

(/)  P.  150.  (*»)  151.  0)  28 5.  (0)  257.  (/>)  449-  (?)  *6.  (r)  25. 

0)  37*  (0  34*  («)  146.  (v)  II.  ( iv ) 41. — D.  (*)  434*  (jr)  447-  I2* 
(z)  498.  See  the  Iliuftration  of  Article  XII. 
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that  ever  befel  humanity  ; but  even  there  we  fee  nothing 
more  than  the  itruggles  of  a great  and  noble  foul.  He  had 
not  cue  fupport  or  encouragement,  but  what  flowed  from 
conicious  innocence  and  virtete.  For  Ins  whole  victory,  he 
was  indebted  to  his  fortitude ; the  llcdfait  refolution  of  his 
foul,  maintained  by  reflection  on  his  pnfl  lfey  his  eminent 
virtues,  and  peculiar  intereft  in  God,  his  deferving  efteeni, 
and  the  certain  profpeH  of  gaining  it,  in  procefs  of  time, 
from  the  wife*  and  good. — Nay — 

Contrast.  The  Word  was  made fleflj , and  dwelt  among  us  (a). 
And  without  controverfy,  great  is  the  myitery  of  godlinefs.  God 
was  manifeit  in  flefl  {Is).  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a wo- 
man— ( c ).  Forasmuch  as  the  children  were  partakers  of  flefh 
and  blood,  he  alfo  himfelf  took  part  of  the  fame.  For  verily  he 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of 
Abraham  (c/).  His  Son,  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  which  was  made 
of  the  leed  of  David,  according  to  the  flefh;  and  declared  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  with  power  {e).  Of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flefh , Chrift 
came,  who  is  over  all  God  bleffed  for  ever  (/)-  Hereby  perceive 
we  the  love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  this  life  for  us  {g).  Feed 
the  church  of  God,  which  he  purchafed  with  his  own  blood  (h). 
God  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  ff)  (i).  Who 
being  in  the  form  of  God—  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  man:  And 
being  found  in  fafhion  as  a man  (/’). 

Who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himfelf  without 
fpot  to  God(/).  The  LoRn  God  will  help  me,  therefore  I fhall 
not  be  confounded — He  is  near  that  juftifieth  me,  who  fhall  con- 
demn me  (m)?  Behold  my  fervant,  whom  I uphold— 1 the  Lord 
have  called  thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand , and  will 
keep  thee  (tz).  I am  not  alone,  but  I and  the  Father  that  fent 
me  ( o ).  Ye  fhall  be  fcattered  every  man  to  his  own,  and  fhall  leave 
me  alone.  And  yet  I am  not  alone , becaufe  the  Father  is  -with 
me  (/>).  I have  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me.  Becaufe  he  is  at 
my  right  hand,  I fhall  not  be  moved  (q). 

The  Son  of  God,  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity,  being  very 
and  eternal  God,  of  one  fuhfav.ee  and  equal  with  the  Father , did, 
when  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  come,  take  upon  him  man’s  nature , 
with  all  the  effential  properties  and  common  infirmities  thereof,  yet 

Contr.  (<a)  J i.  14.  (£)  iT.  iii.  16.  (c)  G.  iv.  4.  (//)  Heb.  ii.  14.  16. 

(e)  R.  i.  3,  4.  (/)  R.  ix.  5.  If.  vii.  14.  ix.  6.  j.  iii.  T3.  (g)  1 T.  iii.  16. 

(i>)  A.  xx.  28.  1 C.  ii.  8.  H.i.  3.— ii.  n.  17.  (/)  R.viii.3.  (Y)  P.  ii.  6 — 8. 

(*)  H.  ix.  14.  (*»)  If.  1. 6 — 9.  comp,  xl.  12 — 15.  (»)  If.  xlii.  1.  7.  lxiii.  1 — 6. 
WJ.  viii.16.  (P)  J-  ivi.  32.  Pf.  xvi.  8.  A.  ii.  24,  25. 

Ii 


[ S 8 ] 

Ofjhe  tvealnefs and  imperfection  o^Jesus  Christ, 

as  Man. 

Article  XVI.  M.  Though  it  was  juft  now  admit- 
ted, that  Jefus  Chrift  was  an  innocent  and  virtuous  man  ; 
vet  thefe  expfeffions  muft  not  be  taken  in  theft  high  eft  fenfe. 
For  it  is  manifeft  withal  that  he  was  a weak  and  itnperfecl 
man  as  others,  though  perhaps  in  a lefs' degree.  As  in  us 
the  bodily  frame  and  ftate  of  the  animal  fpirits  had  at  times 
great  influence  on  his  mind;  fo  that  whereas  nothing  ap- 
peared to  him  too  difficult  at  one  feafon,  fmall  difficulties 
feeined  tnfurmountable  at  another.  Knowing  the  death  he  had 

without  fin  ; being  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  womb  of 
the  virgin,  of  her  fubitance.  So  that  two  whole,  perfect,  and  di- 
ftindt  natures,  the  Godhead  and  the  manhood,  were  infeparably 
joined  together  in  one  perfon,  without  converfion,  compofition,  or 
confufion:  which  perfon  is  very  God  and  very  wan , yet  one  Chrift, 
the  only  mediator  between  God  and  man.  Chrift,  in  the  work  of 
redemption,  adteth  according  to  both  natures:  by  each  nature  doing 
what  is  proper  to  itfelh  Yet  by  reafon  of  the  unity  of  the  perfon, 
that  which  is  proper  to  one  nature  is  fome  times  in  fcripture  attri- 
buted to  the  perfon,  denominated  by  the  other  nature  (r).  The 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  being  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  of  one  fub- 
ftance  and  equal  with  the  Father,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  became 
man,  and  fo  was  and  continueth  to  be  God  and  man,  in  two  entire 
diftinbt  natures,  and  one  perfon  forever  (j).  It  was  requiftte  that 
the  mediator  fhould  be  God,  that  he  might  fuftain,  and  keep  the 
human  nature  from  linking  under  the  infinite  wrath  of  God,  and 
the  power  of  death  (/). 

* 

Illustration.  M.  The  bodily  frame  and  ftate  of  the  ani- 
mal fpirits  have  neceffarily,  in  tin's  life  a great  influence  on  the  pre- 
fent  temper  of  the  mind.  There  are  times  when  nothing  appears 
hard  and  difficult  to  us.  There  are  other  times  when  fmall  diffi- 
culties appear  infurmountable.  Something  of  this  kind  may  have 
concurred  with  other  circumftances,  to  occafion  our  Lord’s  deje&ion 
in  the  garden  ( a ).  Knowing  the  death — at  fupra  ( b ).  The  mu- 
tual— ut  fupra  (c).  Certain  it  is,  that  in  the  molt  innocent  and 

(r)  Conf.  viii.  a.  7.  (*)  L.  C.  Q-_36,  37.  S.  C.  CL  21,  22.  (f)  L.  C.  CL38. 

See  alfo  Scriptures,  Conf.  Cat.  on  Art.  VII.  VIII.  IX.  X.  XI.  XII.  XIIL 
XIV. 

iLLtr.  M.  ( a ) P.  a^.  [})  26.  {/)  26. 
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to  fuffer,  he  looked  forward  to  it  with  deep  concern  and 
anxiety,  and  could  never  fet  his  mind  at  eaje , till  his  great  trial 
was  happily  over.  It  is  certain  that  the  mutual  ftruggles 
of  reafon  and  paflion  are  a confequence  of  imperfection  : And 
it  is  no  let's  certain,  that  in  the  man  Chrift  Jeius,  the  bias 
of  animal  nature  drew  contrary  to  duty;  and  the  fenfes  and 
paflions  dil'covered  a relu&ance,  fuflicient  to  call  forth  pain- 
ful exertions  of  moral  and  religious  principle.  Submiilive 
and  compliant  as  he  was  to  the  will  of  God,  the  divine  dif- 
"ofals  J'eemed  contrary  to  his  defervings  ; and  his  paflions  re- 
volted againft  them.  Nay  he  felt  at  lead  a momentary  de- 
jection and  irrefolution , as  well  as  horror  ; was  funk,  di/piri - 
ted , and  his  whole  frame  agitated  with  fear . His  griefs  and 
fears  fo  far  deranged  his  mind,  that  for  a while  they  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  attend , as  formerly,  to  the  contemplations  of 


virtuous  characters  among'  men  the  bias,  &c.  will  fometimes  draw 
—ut fupra — in  order  to  perform  what  is  right.  The  blessed 
Jesus  was  made  like  to  us , though  more  pure  and  perfeCt  (r/).  The 
great  leflon  we  are  to  learn  from  the  prefent,  as  well  as  every  other 
paffage  of  our  Saviour’s  life,  is  a deliberate  and  unreferved  compli- 
ance with  the  will  of  God,  and  fubmiflion  to  his  difpofals,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  all  circumftances,  how  contrary  foever  they  may  feem  to  our 
defervings , or  (hocking  to  our  natural  feelings  and  inclinations  ; 
though  our  paflions  revolt  againft  them  — Such  was  the  fulmffon 
and  compliance  now  exemplified  by  our  blessed  Lord  (A.  He 
feels  a momentary  defection , irrefolution , and  horror  (/)•  You  find 
him  funky  ut  fupra  ( g ).  The  preflure  of  his  griefs  and  fears  which, 
ut  fupra  (/>).  Arife  in  part  from  an  apprehenfivenefs  about — ut 
fupra  (/),  And  what  would  be  the  confequence — ut  fupra ; the 
very  idea  of  it  was  dreadful.  Thofe  confiderations  may  not  unrea- 
fonablybe  thought  to  have  filled  him  with  painful  apprehenfon  ( k ). 
St.  Paul  exprefled  a happy  refignation  in  the  near  profpeCt  of  mar- 
tyrdom, 2 T.  iv.  6.  It  is  certain  our  Saviour  exercifed  the  fame— 
And  if  in  the  latter  caie,  there  were  natural  reluctances  exprefled  at 
the  beginning,  which  were  not  in  the  former,  the  example — ut 
fupra  (/). 

Contrast.  The  Holy  Gholl  (hall  come  upon  thee — therefore 
alio  that  holy  thing,  which  (hall  be  born  of  thee,  (hall  be  called  the 

CO  *5-  (0  39-  (/)  37-  («0  45*  (0  33-  (0*4-  (*)  *7- 

V)  41. 
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his  Father’s  love.  Tie  was  fo  little  confcious  of  his  own 
dignity,  and  his  faith  about  his  Father’s  attention  and  alfn't- 
ance  fo  much  failed  him,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  the  great 
difficulty  of  maintaining  a becoming  temper,  under  fuch  new 
and  unexperienced  trials  as  did  prefent  themfelves.  And 
the  confideration  of  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  any 
unfuitable  deportment,  any  failure  in  the  duties  of  charity, 
fortitude  and  refignation,  now  put  to  the  fliarped  proof, 
gave  him  a dreadful  view , and  mult  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  filled  him  with  painful  apprehenfotis.  Thefe 
things  may  be  fuppofed  to  fink  his  character  and  conduct 
below  thofe  of  many  of  the  martyrs,  and  particularly  of  Paul ; 
but  though  the  aflertion  will  appear  paradoxical,  they  real- 
ly made  his  example,  on  the  whole,  fo  much  the  more  per- 
feel. 

Son  of  God  (/?).  I delight  to  do  thy  will; — yea  thy  law  is  with- 
in my  heart  (/;).  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs 
fake  : he  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable  L).  In  all 
points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fin  ( d ).  Such  an  high 
Prieft  became  us,  who  was  holy , liarmlefs,  undfled , and  feparate from 
firmer s Who  needeth  not  daily,  as  thofe  high  priefts,  to  offer  fa- 
crifice  firft  for  his  own  fins  (f).  I do  always  thofe  things  that 
pleafe  him  (f).  Who  offered  himfelf  without  [pot  unto  God  ( « ). 
Blood  of  Chrili,  as  of  a lamb  without  blemilh  and  without  lpot 

<*)• 

He  fhall  not  fail  nor  be  dife  our  aged,  till  he  have  fet  judgment 
in  the  earth  (i).  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me, 
and  to  finiili  his  work  (/’).  Now  is  the  Son  of  Man  glorified,  and 
God  is  glorified  in  him  ( / ).  But  that  the  world  may  know  that 
I love  the  Father,  and  as  the  Father  gave  me  commandment,  even 
Jo  I do.  Arife  let  us  go  hence  (/«).- — Neverthelefs  not  as  I will, 
hut  as  thou  wilt  (//).  The  cup  that  my  Father  giveth  to  me,  fhall 
I not  drink  it  (V)  ? 

The  Lord  jefus,  in  his  human  nature,  thus  united  to  the  divine, 
was  fandtified  and  anointed  with  the  holy  Spirit  above  meafure. — 
’Fo  the  end,  that  being  holy , harmlefs,  and  undefled , and  full  of 
grace  and  truth,  he  might  be  thoroughly  furnifhed  to  execute  the  of- 

Contr.  (a)  L.  i.  35.  ( l> ) Pf.  xl.  8.  (c)  If.  xlii.  21.  (J)  H.  iv*  ijp 

(e)  H.  vii.  26,  27.  (/)  J.  viii.  29.  M.iii.  15.  (o-)H.ix.  14.  (A)iP.  i.  19. 
(/)  If.  xlii.  4.  (/•)  J.  iv.  34.  (/)  J.  xiii  31,  32.  (w)  J.  xiv.  31. 

(*)  M.  xxvi.  39.  42.  m.  xiv.  16.  L.  xxii.  42.  (0)  J.  xviii.  ii.  See  laff 

feriptures  on  Article  XV. 
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Of  the  Incarnation  and  Humiliation  of  the  Son 

of  God. 

Article  XVII.  D.  There  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as 
the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  fenfe  commonly 
received  : as  if  he  being  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in 
power  and  glory  with  the  Father,  condeicended  to  aiTume, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  our  low  nature  into  union  withhim- 
felf,  in  circumftances  of  extraordinary  abafement  \ in  which 
alfo  he  fubmitted  to  itill  further  humiliations.  He  came 
down  from  heaven  indeed,  but  it  was  only  in  refpedl  of  the 
fuperior  gifts  he  po  lie  fled,  of  the  heave  nlinefs  of  his  difpofitions 
and  views , of  his  doctrines , infractions  and  precepts ; or  at 
moll  in  the  low  outward fate  of  human  nature  as  a fervant, 
in  which,  amidft  all  his  high  endowments  and  privileges, 
he  was  pleafed  to  appear. 

M.  The  whole  ot  what  is  called  the  myfery  of  our  Lord’s 

fice  of  mediator  and  furety  (/>).  Being  conceived  of  the  virgin  ' 
Mary,  of  her  fubftance,  and  born  of  her,  yet  without  fin  (y). 

Illustration.  D.  He  that  cometh  from  above — heaven 
above,  and  Is  fared  with  every  divine  gift,  is  above  all  men,  without 
exception”  (a).  As  the  Father  hath  lent  me  into  the  world  by 
a gift  of  the  Spirit  without  meafure”  (b).  I api  from  above — “ in 
difpofition”  Ye  are  of  this  world.  I am  not  of  this  world — “ only . 

I T.  ii.  15.  comp.  J.  iii.  6.  3 L.  C.  iii.  1,  2.  Chrift’s  precepts , in- 
frudions , and  views  were  all  heavenly”  (c).  This  is  the  bread 
which  cometh  down  from  heaven— this  which  I now  /peak , is  the 
true  doflrinal  bread.”  I am  the  living  bread,  which  came  down 
from  heaven — u I myfelf  am  the  gracious  befower  of  that  living 
bread— application  of  v.  50”  ( d).  But  he  that  came  down  from 
heaven — “ in  his  prefent  low  outward  fate  of  human  nature ” (e). 

M.  “ And  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men — not  only  by  his  af- 
fuming  their  nature,  but  by  defeending — 1 it  fupra — Found  in  fafhion 
as  a man,  that  is,  in  the  appearance — ut  fupra  (f).  In  him  were 

united 'the  fulnefs — ut  fupra  ( g ).  We  find  that  in  the  rnidft ut 

fupra  ( h ).  When  the  time  came  when  it  behovad  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  appointment  of  the  Father,  to  fuffer — ut  fupra He 


(/)  Conf.  viii.  3.  (q)  L.  C.  O.  37.  S. 

on  Art  XXXVII. 

Illcs.  I),  (a)  P.  70.  1.  ( b ) 498. 

— M.  (/)  415.  (g)  41  z*  (t>)  4l.p 


C.  0^23.  Sec  Conf.  Art.  XV.  and 
(0  7 (d)  208.  5.  (e)  66. 
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incarnation  and  humiliation , is  a very  fimple,  plain,  and  obvi- 
ous affair.  He  was  found  in  fajbion  as  a man,  or  made  in  the 
likenejs  of  men , not  by  a proper  affumption  of  their  nature 
into  union  with  any  fuperior  pre-exiftent  nature,  but  by  de- 
foe  11  ding  into  their  common  lot,  becoming  like  thofe  men, 
who  have  no  extraordinary  endowment , no  pre-eminence  of 
power  or  dignity  above  others  even  of  the  lowed  clafs : or 
by  adorning  the  appearance,  circumffances  and  condition  of 
a mean  and  ordinary  mortal , though  he  was  far  from  being 
fuch.  In  his  life’,  though  poffeffing  the  fulnefs  of  celedial 
endowments  and  privileges,  he  fubmitted  to  the  deditution 
of  all  Jiiblunary  comforts , In  the  midd  of  divine  riches, 
when  he  had  every  thing  in  his  power,  he  chofe  to  fudain 
all  the  inconveniencies  of  worldly  poverty , Of  all  the  hea- 
venly affluence  that  furrounded  him  he  referved  nothing  for 
his  own  ufe  with  refpecl  to  outward  quiet  ox  honour,  freedom 
or  Jafety  And  when  the  time  appointed  for  him  to  fuffer 

confented  to  appear  the  pooreft,  vveakeft,  and  mod  helplefs  of  the 
human  race ; deftitute  of  all  power,  and  of  every  pre-eminence 
above  a (lave,  or  a man  of  the  meaneft  rank  (i).  He  emptied  him- 
felf,  to  wit,  of  the  form  of  God,  laying  afide,  &c.  and  took  on 
him  the  form  of  a fervant  or  flave,  even  with  refpeft  to  men — he 
meekly — at  fupra  (h).  In  order  to  differ  the  death  of  the  crofs, 
it  was  neceffary,  that  he  fhould  lay  afide  all  appearance  of  divinity, 
and  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  mod  poor  and  helplefs  of 
the  children  of  men.  For  if  he  had  not — ut  fupra  (/). 

Contrast,  (a)  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  no 
jobbery  to  be  equal  with  God  : but  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation 
^or  emptied  himfelf),  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a fervant, 
and  was  made  in  the  Ukenefs  of  men.  And  being  found  in  fafhion  as 
a man,  he  humbled  himfelf  and  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  crofs  (£).  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrid,  that  though  he  was  rich , yet  for  your  fakes  he  became  poor ; 
that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich  (c).  He  fhall  grow  be- 
fore him  as  a tender  plant,  and  as  a root  out  of  a dry  ground.  He 
hath  no  form  nor  comelinefs;  . and  when  we  Ihall  fee  him,  there  is 
no  beamy  that  we  fhould  defire  him  (d).  But  we  fee  Jefus,  who 
was  made  a little  (or  for  a Utile  while)  lower  than  the  angels , for  the 

(?)  416.  (i)  414,  415-  (0  145- 

Con  tr.  (A  See  Scriptures  on  Article  XV.  particularly  J.  i.  14.  1 T.  in. 
16.  G.  iv.4.  H.  ii.  14.  16.  R.  viii.  3.  (t>)  P.  ii.  3 — 8.  (c)  l C.viii.  9. 

(d)  if.  liii.  23<  Zc.  vi.  12. 
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and  die  came,  he  hefitated  not  to  defcend  from  a (late  of 
elevation  and  grandeur , never  poflefTed  by  any  man  before  or 
after  him,  into  the  deepelt  abyfs  of  humiliation.  He  divert- 
ed himfelf  of  every  appearance  of  the  divinity  which  we 
formerly  acknowledged  to  belong  to  him  and  was  redu- 
ced to  the  condition  of  the  moft  poor  and  helplefs  ; or  con- 
ferred to  appear  as  fuch.  In  other  words,  he  laid  afide  e- 
very  mark  of  that  majelly,  dignity,  and  fplendor,  whereby  he 
reprefented  God  upon  earthy  and  meekly  fubmitted,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  greatnefs,  to  fervile  offices  and  treatment.  And 
this  voluntary  degradation  was  neceflary,  not  for  the  ends 
that  fomehave  invented,  but  fimply  in  order  to  his  fufFering 
death.  For  if  he  had  not  been  found  in  that  condition 
his  enemies  would  not  have  dared  to  feize  his  perfon ; at 
lead  the  flighted  exertion  of  divine  power  in  his  own  be- 
half would  have  baffled  all  their  attempts,  or  even  drawn 
down  dertru£tion  on  themfelves. 

Of  Worship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Article  XVIII.  M.  The  i vorfhip  paid  to  Jefus  Chrift 
is  not  founded  in  the  imaginary  excellencies  of  his  divine 

differing  of  death  ).  I am  a worm  and  no  man,  a reproach  of 
men,  and  defpifed  of  the  people  (f)*  No  man  hath  afcended  up 
to  heaven,  but  he  that  came  down  from  heaven:  even  the  Son  of 
man  who  is  in  heaven  (^).  What,  and  if  ye  fliall  fee  the  Son  of 
man  afeend  up  where  he  was  before  (/>)* 

The  eftate  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  was  that  low  condition,  where- 
in he,  for  our  fakes  emptying  himfelf  of  his  glory,  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  a fen-ant,  in  his  conception  and  birth,  life , death,  and  after  his 
death  until  his  refurreefion.  Chrift  humbled  himfelf  in  his  concep- 
tion raid  birth,  in  that,  being,  from  all  eternity,  the  Son  of  God,  in 
the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  was  pleafed,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to 
become  the  Son  of  man,  made  of  a woman  of  low  eftate,  and  to  be 
born  of  her,  with  divers  circumftances  of  more  than  ordinary  abafe- 
rnent  (i). 

Illustration.  M.  “ The  honour  and  worfhip  paid  to  Chrift 
in  and  by  the  church  of  God,  are  founded  in  his  exaltation  (^a'j 

* Art.  VII. 

(e)  H.  ii.  9.  (/)  Pf.  xxii.  6,7.  See  Zc.ix.9.  If.  viii.  14.  ix.  6.  aC.ii.S. 

(*j  J.m.13.  (A)  J.vi.62.— i.18.  (i)  L.C.  0^46,  47,  48,49.  SeeConf. 
VIII.  1,  2,3,4  S.  C. 

Il-LUS.  M.  (a(  P.  310. 
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nature ; to  which  homage  his  obedience  and  fufFc  rings  for 
men  in  their  nature,  the  power  conferred  on  him,  and  the 
bleflings  difpenfed  by  him  as  Mediator,  are  powerful  mo- 
tives : But  it  is  entirely  founded  in  his  exaltation  as  man.  Con- 
sequently no  divine  honours  were  due  to  him  while  on  earth, 
nor  were  they  paid  to  him  by  any  that  knew  his  real  charac- 
ter. Such  never  went  farther  than  civil  refpecls , though  they 
fome  times  carried  them  to  profound  veneration.  The 
homage  given  him  by  the  thief  on  the  crofs,  accompanied 
with  an  acknowledgment  of  his  being  Lord  of  another  world, 
difeovered  more  jujl  and  exalted  Sentiments  of  him,  than 
the  apoftles  themfelves  had  hitherto  entertained,  yet  that 

Then  looking  to  Jefus  with  profound  veneration , lie  faid,  Lord,  re- 
member me,  &c.  Who  can  forbear  to  admire  this  example  of  faith 
and  penitence?-— When  Jefus  was  abandoned  by  all,  and  reduced, 
in  the  eyes  of  men,  to  the  moll  abjeft  contempt  and  mifery,  his 
innocence  and  real  greatnefs  find  an  advocate  in  this  penitent  male- 
factor, who  confeftes  him  to  be  Lord  of  a future  world — However 
he  came  by  them,  he  feems  to  have  conceived  more  jujl  and  exalted 
Sentiments  of  Jefus  than  the  apoftles  themfelves  ( l ).  The  power 
and  authority  exercifed  by  Chrift,  and  the  honour  and  worfhip 
paid  to  Chrift  are,  and  ought  to  be,  ultimately  referred  to  the  glory 
of  God,  even  the  Father  (c). 

D.  Ke  hath  commmitted — u or  decreed  to  commit,”  all  judg- 
ment to  the  Son,  that  all  men  Should  honour  the  Son — “ with  loyal 
obedience , acknowledging  his  divine  power  and  dignity.  For  illu- 
strating this  divine  economy,  fee  Pf.  ii.  II,  12.  P.  ii.  10.”  Pie 
that  honoureth  not  the  Son— u in  his  fovereign  judicial  characters ,” 
honoureth  not  the  Father  that  fent  him — “ to  fpeak  and  aft  in  the 
manner  he  hath  done”  ( d).  He  loved  them  to  the  end — “ under- 
ftood  by  fome,  after  his  riling  from  the  dead,  and  afeending  into 
heaven,  where  he  receives  from  his  difciples  mediatorial  honours”  ( e ). 
And  worfhipped  him — i(  with  great  reverence , by  bodily  proftra- 
tion,  after  the  eaflern  manner.  See  L.  v.  12.  M.  ix.  18.  1 Ch.  xxix. 
20  ( f ).  They  worfhipped  him — u refpeB fully”  faying,  “ in  joy- 
ful rapture,”  of  a truth  thou  art  the  i(  very”  Son  of  God  (g).  Lord, 

I believe;  and  he  worfhipped  him — “ by  way  of folemn  acknowledg- 
ment, as  the  true  Chrifl  Mejfiah , G.  i.  6.  Spiritual  refpeCts  all  along 
did  prevail  in  his  upright  mind”  ( h ).  And  fell  down  at  his  feet, 
and  worfhipped  him — “ refpedfully , faying,  eanieftly”  (/').  When 


(£)  P.167, 168.  (<r)  31a— D.  (d)  IIO.  13,14.  (0  4*3-  II.  (/)  36-  17‘ 
(g)  201.  6,  (b)  274.  4.  (/)  217. 
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rr  {peeled  Kim  only  as  an  innocent  fuftefer,  foon  to  be  in* 
veiled  with  heavenly  power  and  authority.  And  when  re- 
ligious worlhip  is  performed  to  him  ntnu%  in  ,the  height  of 
his  exaltation,  in  no  cafe,  from  no  confideration,  nor  in  any 
degree,  Ihould  it  be  done  to  him  as  the  proper  and  adequate 
cbjeB  of  it;  but  ought  to  be  'wholly  referred  to  the  glory  of 
almighty  God,  through  him  as  the  appointed  medium  of  it. 

D . The  foundation  of  the  worlhip  given  to  jefus  Chrift 
lies  in  his  fovereign  judicial  charaHer  as  Alefffiah , inverted 
with  divine  power  and  dignity,  and  fenttofpeak  and  add  in 
God's  name,  of  which  afterwards  *.  It  did  not,  in  the  na- 
ture of  it,  rife  fo  high  as  mediatorial  homage,  till  after  his 
resurrection  and  afeenfion.  It  was  often  very  refpeciful,  arid 
paid  with  great  veneration;  hut  even  when  given  to  him  as 

Mary  was  come,  lhe  fell  down  at  his  feet — <c  refpsBfully.” — When 
Jefus  therefore  faw  her — “ offo  much  natural  compofure,  and  pious 
affection”  (f).  J lirus — fell  down — and  worth ipped — “ with  pro- 
found refpett.  Here  was  faith , humility , earnejlnefs , and  truji ” (/}. 
And  are  come — -uhy  divine  direction,”  to  worlhip  him — “ with  our 
bell  civil  refpefts.  Comp.  M.  viii.  2.  m.  i.  40.  L.  v.  12”  (w). 
The  mother  of  Zebedee’s  children— -worfhipping  him  “ doing 
obeifance , or  paying  her  ref  peas”  («).  Saying,  all  ha?  — and  they 
worlhipped  him — u refpeR fully ” ( 0 ).  They  worP/dpped  him— 

“ more  refpeSfully  than  ever , as  to  the  greater  part” — but  fome 
doubted  — “ what  this  might  turn  to”  (y>).  They  worfnipped  him 
— u reverently , as  glorious  in  majejly,”  and  returned  to  Jerufalem  ( r/)« 
Lord,  fave  us — “ This  itfelf  was  an  argument  o 1 faith,  though  not 
ftrong.”  O ye  of  little  faith — it<  in  the  Father's  protection  to  me 
and  mine”  Believe  only — “ truji  to  him  that  clwellcth  in  me”  (r). 

Lord,  increafe  our  faith — “ by  thy  unlimited  power  with  the  Fa- 
ther” (/).  Belipve  alfo  in  me -“as  his  anointed,  and  your  un- 
doubted Saviour  under  him”  («). 

Contrast,  (a)  Above  it  flood  the  feraphim,  and  one  cried  to 
another.  Holy , holy , holy , &c.  Thefe  things  fajd  Ifaias,  when  he 
law  his  glory,  and  fpake  of  him  (£).  When  he  bringeth  his  lirft 
begotten  into  the  world,  lie  faith,  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worjhif) 
him  (r).  To  the  Son  he  faith,  thy  throne,  O God,  <Scc.  Gird 

* See  Art.  XXXII. 

(*)334-  (Ojoi.2.  (m)  35. 6.  («)3 40.1.  (0  49i-  (PJS06.  (?)jir. 

(r)  90.  (/)  I03.  (t)  237.  («)  424. 

Contr.  (a)  Dt.  X.  20.  M.  iv.  10.  Rv.  xix.  10.  xxii,  8,  9.  ( b ) If.  vi. 

2-,  3.  J.  xii.  41.  (c)  II.  i.  6.  Pf.  xcvii.  7. 
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the  very  Son  of  God,  the  true  Chvift  Mefftah , and  in  faith , 
by  thofe  bed  acquainted  with  him,  even  when  their  faith 
was  ftrongeft,  their  humility  deeped,  their  pious  affedfions 
warmed  and  mod  abundant,  their  earnednefs  fingularly 
prefling,  and  their  raptures  highed, — it  Tiev'er  was  proper 
divine  honours , but  either  civil  refpecis  and  obeifance , or  at 
fartheft  loyal  obedience  performed  to  him,  as  God's  reprefenta - 
five.  And  whereas  divine  faith  is  an  important  and  diftin- 
guifhed  branch  of  divine  homage,  it  was  never  required  by 
him  to  be  exercifed,  nor  by  any  of  his  more  enlightened 
friends,  at  lead,  was  ever  adted  on  him  as  the  proper  and  full 
object  of  it;  but  always  on  the  Father  that.fent  him,  and  ort 
him  as  the  anointed  of  almighty  God,  and  their  undoubted 
Saviour  under  God. — Thus — 

thy  fword  on  thy  thigh,  O mod  mighty— He  is  thy  Lord,  and 
wordiip  thou  him  (r/).  That  ail  men  thould  honour  the  Son  (even 
in  his  then  abated  condition)  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.  He 
that  honoureth  not  the  Son,  honoureth  not  the  Father  that  fent 
him.  (e).  They  — worfhipped  him,  faying,  Of  a truth,  thou  art  the 
Son  of  God  (/)  Lord  fave  us:  we  perifh.  And  he  faid,  why 
are  ye  fearful,  O ye  of  little  faith  ( p-)  ? The  apodles  faid  to  him, 
Lord,  increafe  our  faith  (/>).  Thomas  faid  unto  him,  my  Lord  and 
my  God  (i).  And  they  doned  Stephen  calling  upon  God,  and 
faying,  Lord  Jesus  receive  my  fpirit.  And  he  cried  with  a loud 
voice,  Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge  (,£).  The  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the 
Holy  Ghod  be  with  you  all  (/). 

Religious  worfhip  is  to  be  given  to  God,  the  Father,  Son , and 
Holy  Ghod,  and  to  him  alone:  not  to  angels,  faints,  or  any  other 
creature  (?«).  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  is  contained 
in  thofe  words,  I am  the  Lord  thy  God , wherein  God  manifedeth 
his  fovereignty,  as  being  Jehovah,  the  eternal,  immutable,  and  al- 
mighty God,  having  his  being  in  and  of  himfelf,  and  giving  being 
to  all  his  words  and  works — therefore  we  are  bound  to  take  him  for 
our  God  alone,  and  to  keep, all  his  commandments — God  only  be- 

{cl)  H.  1.  8.  Pf.  xiv.  i. — ii.  (f)  J.  v.  2.3  (/)  M.  xiv.  3.-3.  (g)  M. 

viii.  25,  26.  xiv.  30,  31.  (/>)  L.  xvii.  5.  (i)  J.  xx.  28.  See  M.  ii.  II. 

viii.  2.  ix.  18.  xv.  25.  xxviii.  9.  L.  xxiv.  52.  J.  ix.  58. — In  all  evhich  pla- 
ces the  fame  word  is  ufed  as  in  the  fcriptures  under  a.  (k)  A.  vii.  59, 
60.  comp.  Ii.  xxiii.  34.46.  Pf.  xxxi.  5.  See  2 C.  xii.  8,  9.  I C.  i.  2.  A.  ix. 
14.  R.  x.  13,  14.  1 Th.  iii.  II.  2 Th.  ii.  16,  17.  (/)  2 C.  xiii.  24.  I C. 

xvi.  22.  Rv.  xxii.  20,21.  M.  xxviii.  19.  Rv.  v.  II — 14.  vii,  9,  ic.  J.  vh  28, 
I T.  iii.  23.  (»/)  Conf,  xxi.  2,  3.  5. 
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Of  the  Difpenfation  of  the  Law. 

Article  XIX.  M.  The  moral  law  of  G od,  being  the 
eternal  law  of  rectitude  and  truth,  could  not  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  icquire  leis  of  man,  as  the  rule  of  his  con- 
duct, than  perfect  obedience;  that  is,  it  could  not  permit 
him  to  neglect  or  violate  his  duty,  in  any  inftance  or  de- 
gree, without  becoming  liable  to  punifhment.  Yet  it  is  not, 
nor  ever  was,  fuch  a tranfcript  of  the  nature  of  God,  and 
fuch  a neceffary  aflertion  of  his  right ; or  a law  fo  arifmg 
from  his  holinefs  and  jultice,  cflential  fovereignty  and  ab- 
folute  dominion  over  his  rational  creatures,  as  to  be  fixed 
and  immutable , admitting  of  no  abatement  and  difpenfation. 
But  it  is  fo  unnecetTary,  arbitrary  and  mutable , in  the  full 

ing  able  to  feareh  the  hearts,  hear  the  requefts,  pardon  the  fins, 
and  fulfil  the  defires  of  all,  and  only  to  be  believed  in  and  worfhip- 
ped  with  religious  worfhip  — Prayer , which  is  a fpecial  part  there- 
of, is  to  be  made  by  all  to  him  alone , and  to  none  other  (a/). 

Illustration.  M.  u He  being  willing  to  overlook  involun- 
tary frailties  and  J mailer  blemijhcs , and  even  to  allow  the  benefit  of 
repentance  in  cafe  of  wilful  Jins  (a).  The  law  of  God  cannot  exact 
lefs  from  a realonable  and  moral  creature,  than  perfect  obedience, 
nor  allow  of  any  tranfgreflion ; of  which,  in  every  inftance,  death  is 
the  penalty.  But  the  fupreme  Lawgiver  determined  from  the  be- 
ginning to  mitigate  in  our  favour  the  rigour  of  law;  and  to  make  al- 
lowance for  human  error  and  imperfection , and  to  accept  of  repen- 
tance and  fincere  obedience,  inftead  of  Jinlefs  perfection  (/  ).  At  the 
fame  time  his  law — ut  fupra— and  forfeiting  fome  portion  of  his  hap- 
pinefs”  ( c ), 

• * \ i 

Contrast.  Thy  right  eon fnefs  is  an  everlafmg  righteoufnefs , and 
thy  law  is  the  truth.  The  righteoufnefs  of  thy  t^ftimonies  is  ever- 
lajling.  Righteous  art  thou,  O Lord;  and  upright  are  thy  judg- 
ments: Concerning  thy  teftimonies  T have  known  of  old,  that  thou 
halt  founded  them  forever.  Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning; 
and  every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  endureth  forever  (a). 
Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and  the  commandment  is  holy,  and  jult, 
and  good  (Z>).  Till  heaven  and  earth  pafs  away,  one  jot  or  tittle 

(«)  L.  C.  ioi.  179. 

Illus,  (a)  p.  238.  (b)  051.  (c)  238,  239. 

CoN  J R.  (a)  1 f.  cxix.  137.  142.  T44*  f-iT  160.  (£)  R.  vii.  12.  v.  7,  8, 
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extent  arid  rigour  of  it  at  lead,  that  God  might  at  any  time, 
and  may  (till,  according  to  his  abate  of  its  demands, 

and  difpenfe  with  it ; fo  far  as  to  overlook  f waller  blcimjhe /, 
and  make  allowance  for  human  error  and  imperfection , with- 
out exa£ling  any  the  (mailed  penalty*,  nay,  and  when'the 
mod  atrocious  crimes  are  committed,  he  may,  in  the  fulled 
confidency  with  irs  rights  and  honours,  decline  to  in  fid  on 
the  full  penalty  incurred,  and  exadt  no  more  than  the  lofs 
of  feme  portion  cf  the  offender’s  happinefs;  admitting  repen- 
tance as  a fufficient  expiation  of  the  remainder  of  the  guilt, 
and  a reafonable  compenfation  for  the  injury  done  to  his 
glory. — For — 

fhall  in  now  If e pafs  from  the  Law,  till  all  be  fulfilled  fc).  It  is  ea- 
fier  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pafs,  than  that  one  tittle  of  the  Law 
fhould  fail  (d).  In  the  day  thou  eateft  thereof,  thou  lhalt  fitrely 
die  ye),  Whofoever  fbal'l  keep  the  whole  law, .and  offend  in  one 
point, he  is  guilty  of  all  If),  What  things  foever  the  law  faith,  it  faith 
to  them  that  are  under  the  law,  that  every  mouth  may  he  flopped, 
and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God  (y).  As  many  as 
are  of  the  works  of  the  law,  are  under  the  curfe:  for  it  is  written, 
curfed  is  every  one , that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  to  do  them  (h).  What  the  law  could  not  do,  in 
that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefh,  God  fending  his  own  Son — and 
for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh,  that  the  righteoufiefs  of  the  law 
might  be  fu! filed  in  us  (?)  The  law  (powerfully,  effedlually)  work- 
eth  wrath  (1). 

The  moral  law  doth  forever  bind  all,  as  well  juflified  perfons  as 
others,  to  the  obedience  thereof;  and  that  not  only  in  regard  of  the 
matter  contained  in  it,  but  alfo  in  refpe6t  of  the  authority  of  God 
thd  Creator,  who  gave  it.  Neither  doth  Chrift,  in  the  gofpel,  any 
way  diffolve,  but  much  Arengthen  the  obligation  (/).  The  moral 
law  is  of  ufe  to  all  men,  to  inform  them  of  the  holy  nature  and  will 
of  God,  and  of  their  duty  (m).  The  moral  law  is  the  declaration 
cf  the  will  of  God  to  mankind,  directing  and  binding  every  one  to 
perfonal,  perfefl,  and  perpetual  conformity  and  obedience  in  Ihe 
frame  and  difpofition  of  the  whole  man,  foul  and  body,  and  in  per- 
formance of  all  thofe  duties  of  holincfs  and  righteoufnefs  which  he 
oweth  to  God  and  man  ; promifmg  life  upon  the  fulfilling,  and 
threatening  death  upon  the  breach  of  it  («). 

(c)  M.  v.  18.  (el)  L.  xvi.  17,  l8.  (e)  Gn.ii.  17.  (/)  I.  ii.  IO,  II.  (g) 
R.  iii . 9 — 19.  (I?)  G.  iii.  10.  Ex.  xx.  r — 17.  Dt.  xxvii.  14 — 26.  {>)  R. 
viii.  3,  4.  (i)  R.  iv  15.  (/)  Conf.  xix.  5.  (a w)  L.  C.  95  (n)  L.  C. 

Qi.93-  See  on  Article  LXIIi. 
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Of  Mans  Original  Condition . 

Article  XX.  M.  God  did  not  make  man  at  firft  upright , 
or  in  a itate  of  moral  perfection  ; enjoying  a full  knowledge 
of  his  duty,  a.  heart  entirely  and  only,  though  mutably, 
difpofed  to  a compliance  with  it,  and  fuificient  powers  for 
the  complete  and  unexceptionable  performance  thereof,  lo 
as  that  it  was  eafy  for  him,  exercifmg  a fingie  and  conftant 
dependence  upon  his  bountiful  Creator,  to  have  fecured  his 
happinefs  for  ever  by  his  own  perfecl  obedience.  He  was  on 
the  contrary,  in  his  be ft  eltate  an  imperfect  ami  frail y as  well 
as  a fallible  creature.  Being  endowed  with  animal  paflions, 

V 

Illustration.  M.  “ That  a frail  and  fallible  creature,  fuch 
as  man  is  in  his  be  ft  eftate,  endowed — ut  fupra — fhoiild  be  able  to 
fecure  his  happinefs  by  his  own  perfect  obedience  ; he  who  made 
him  knew  it  to  be  impossible  (ar).  Certain  it  is  that  in  the  vtiojl 
innocent  and  virtuous  characters  among  men  the  bias  of  animal  na- 
ture will  lometimes  draw  contrary  to  duty  - Although  the  mutual 
fruggles  of  reafon  and  paffton  are  a confequence  of  imperfection ; yet 
the  victory  of  reafon  derives  more  value  from  that  very  circum- 
ftance.  Take  away  from  a man’s  actions  all  care,  attention  and 
effort — in  favour  of  virtue,  and  you  exceedingly  leffen,  or  even  reduce 
to  nothing  the  merit  of  them,  be  they  ever  fo  good  in  themfelves  (Z>). 
It  was  ht  that  man  ftiould  have  the  higheft  llandard  of  perfection 
before  his  eyes  that — knowing  the  extent  of  his  obligations,  hC 
might  be  the  more  fenlible  of  his  weaknefs,  when  he  failed , and  his 
need  of  the  allowances  of  mercy  (r).  He  forefaw  and  had  provided 

a remedy  for  it,  before  lie  gave  them  a being”  (r/ ). 

% 

Contrast.  God  faid  let  us  make  man  in  our  image , after  our 
likenefs.  So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image : in  the  image  of 
God  created  he  him  ( a ).  And  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which 
after  God  is  created  in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holinefs  (b).  Lo, 
this  only  have  L found  that  God  made  man  upright , but  they  have 
fought  out  many  invention's  (c).  Let  no  man  fay — 1 am  tempted 
of  God— but  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his 
own  luf , and  enticed  ( d).  Left  by  any  means,  as  the  ferpent  be- 
guiled  Eve,  by  his  fubtiitv,  fo  your  minds  (hould  be  corrupted  (e).— 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  238.  (L)  25,  26.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  applies 
thefe  things  to  Chrift,  who,  he  admits,  had  no  fin,  fee  Art.  XVI.  (e)  23c;. 
(</)  240.  See  on  foregoing  and  following  articles. 

Contr.  (a)  Gn.  i.  26,  27.  U)  E.  iv.  24,  C.  iii.  to.  (e)  Ec.  vii.  9. 
(J)  I.  i.  13.  14.  (*)  2 C.  ii.  3. 
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'as  well  as  reafon,  and  allied,  by  the  conflitution  of  his  na- 
ture, both  to  angels  and  to  brutes,  the  bias  of  that  animal 
nature  would  draw  contrary  to  duty.  Hence  he  was,  amidit 
all  his  advantages,  under  a moral  neceflity  of  running  into 
fin,  into  involuntary  frailties  and  fmaller  blemilhes,  if  not 
into  wilful  tranfgreilion  ; and  therefore  could  not  but  fail 
of  the  happinefs  propofed  to  him  in  the  way  of  his  own  o- 
bedience.  His  Creator  well  knew  that  matters  would  have 
this  ifTue,  and  could  not  pojfibly  have  a more  agreeable  and 
advantageous  one,  and  he  made  provifion  accordingly. — 
For — 


Of  God's  Original  plan  ref  pc  cling  Man . 

Art  I CL  e XXL  M.  God’s  original  plan  refpedling  the 
human  race  was  not,  what  is  commonly  called  a covenant  of 
works  or  of  life : according  to  the  tenor  of  which,  he  being 
created  altogether  upright,  and  furnillied  with  ample  pow- 
ers, though  fallibly,  for  the  complete  perfevering  difcharge 
of  his  duty,  amidft  all  temptations  to  revolt  and  defection 

And  when  the  woman  faw,  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food,  and 
that  it  was  pleafant  to  the  eyes,  and  a tree  to  be  deliredto  make  one 
wife,  (he  took  thereof  and  did  eat,  and  gave  alfo  unto  her  hufband 
with  her,  and  he  did  eat  {/)•  I feared  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  an 
aufere  man  : Thou  takeft  up  that  thou  laidil  not  down,  and  reap- 
ed that  thou  didft  not  fow.  Thou  wicked  fervant,  & c.  (^). 

After  God  had  made  all  other  creatures,  he  created  man,  male 
and  female,  with  reafonable  and  immortal  fouls,  endued  with  know- 
ledge, righteoufnefs,  and  true  holinefs,  after  his  own  image  ; hav- 
ing the  law  of  God  written  on  their  hearts,  and  bower  to  fulfil  it : 
Yet  under  a poffibility  of  tranfgreffing  ; being  left  to  the  liberty  of 
their  own  will,  which  was  fubjeCt  to  change  (i>). 

Illustration.  M.  The  above,  included  within  marks  of  quo- 
tation, are  the  precife  words  of  the  Effay  ( a ). 

Contrast.  And  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man  faying,  of 
every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  maycft  freely  eat.  Lut  of  the  tree 
of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  thou  fhalt  not  eat  of  it : For  in 

(/)  Gn.  in.  6.  {£)  L.  xix,  20 — 27.  (b)  Conf.  iv.  2.  L.  C.  S.  C- 

Q^io.  See  Conf.  xix.  i.on  following  Article. 

ILLUS.  M.  (a)  P.  238,  23>». 
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— was  engaged  to  perform  perfe£l  obedience,  as  the  condition 
of  life  to  himfclf  and  his  dependents,  during  the  time  of  his 
probation  : God,  on  the  other  hand,  graciously  promifmg  to 
him  the  continuance  of  the  life  then  enjoyed,  both  temporal , 
confiding  in  the  union  of  his  foul  and  body  without  repara- 
tion ; and  fpiritual , confiding  in  the  favour  of  God,  conformi- 
ty to  him  and  communion  with  him;  with  a richer  and  more 
exalted  life  than  was  then  competent  to  him  in  heaven,  after 
finifhing  his  courfe  of  trial  on  earth — upon  that  condition  j 
and  threatening  death  oppofite  to  all  that  promifed  life  up- 
on the  leafl  failure  in  obedience.  But  the  plan  was  this. — 

In  creating  the  race  of  men — God,  according  to  his  good- 
nefs,  defigned  them  for  happinefs,  happinefs  without  end: 
not  abfolutely,  however,  and  infallibly,  without  any  care  on 
their  part;  but  in  confequence  of  the  right  excreife  of  their 
rational  powers,  their  free  choice  and  faithful  endeavours, 
by  the  practice  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  and  a ftedfaft  ad- 
herence thereto,  amidd  all  the  temptations  incident  to  their 
date:  He  being  willing  to  overlook  involuntary 

the  day  thou  eateft  thereof,  thou  (halt  furely  die  («).  And  the 
law  is  not  of  faith,  but  the  man  that  doth  thefe  things  fhall  live  by 
them  ( b ).  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments.— 
Thou  (halt  do  no  murder,  &c.  (c).  Mofes  defcribeth  the  righte- 
oufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  the  man  which  doth  thefe  things  [hall 
live  by  them  [d  ) By  one  man  fm  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  fm , and  fo  death  palled  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned.— 
The  judgment  was  by  one  to  condemnation — by  the  offence  of  one, 
judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation  (<?). 

The  diftance  between  God  and  the  creature  is  fo  great,  that  al- 
though reafonable  creatures  do  owe  obedience  to  him  as  their  Cre- 
ator, yet  they  never  could  have  any  fruition  of  him  as  their  bleffed- 
nefs  and  reward,  but  by  fome  voluntary  condefcenfion  on  God’s  part; 
which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  by  way  of  covenant.  The  fir  ft 
covenant  made  v ith  man  was  a covenant  of  works,  wherein  life  was 
• promifed  to  Adam , and  in  him  to  his  posterity  upon  condition  of 
perfect  and  perfonal  obedience  (/)  God  gave  to  Adam  a law  as 
a covenant  of  works  y by  which  he  bound  him  and  all  his  pofterity 
to  perfonal,  entire,  exaift,  and  perpetual  obedience,  promifed  life 
upon  the  fulfilling,  and  threatened  death  upon  the  breach  of  it; 

Contr.  (a)  Gn.  ii.  16,  17.  {b)  G.  iii.  12. 

{d)  R,  x.  5,  (<?)  R.  v.  12 — -i8.  (/)  Con f.  vii,  1,  2. 


(0  IMkxu.  17,  18. 
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FRAILTIES  and  SMALLER  blemishes;  and  even  to  al- 
low the  benefit  of  repentance  in  cafe  of  wilful  sins;  but 
determined  to  punifh  with  everlafting  dedrudtion  the  obfti- 
nately  wicked  and  impenitent” — Thus — 

Of  the  Effect  of  the  Fall  of  our  firfi  Parents. 

Article  XXIL  M.  The  ejfcFt  of  the  difobedience  and 
fall  of  our  firfi  parents  to  themfelves  and  to  their  poflerity, 
was  not  iubjedlion  to  death  in  all  the  extent  thereof,  as  op- 
pofed  to  the  life  enjoyed  in  their  original  condition,  and  fet 
forth  to  their  hope  to  be  enjoyed  jn  a future  period,  in  the 
way  of  obedience  ; from  which  death  they  were  not  to  be 
delivered  without  a redeemer,  by  whom  divine  jufiice  fhouid 
be  fatisfied,  and  a confident  and  unobftrudled  channel  open- 
ed for  the  egrefs  of  mercy.  But  the  whole  ejfeft  of  it,  or 
all  the  evil  entailed  by  it,  as  a penalty  to  be  adlually  inflic- 
ted upon  them,  or  their  dependents  on  that  account,  was 
temporal  death  only.  For  though  they  and  all  their  pofleri- 
ty  did  indeed,  from  the  firfi  moment  of  their  fall,  become 
fubjedl  or  liable  to  inevitable  death ; yet  it  was  the  good 
pleafure  of  almighty  God,  having  determined  from  the  be- 

and  endowed  him  with  power  and  ability  to  keep  it  ( g).  The 
providence  of  God  towards  man,  in  the  eftate,  in  which  he  was 
created  was,  entering  into  a covenant  of  life  with  him,  upon  condi- 
tion of  perfonal,  perfedl:,  and  perpetual  obedience : of  which  the 
tree  of  life  was  a pledge,  and  forbidding  him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  upon  the  pain  of  death  (i>). 

) _ . / ; ..  ^ * , Is  • « tjfc 

* % 

Illustration.  M.  “ They  indeed  from  that  moment  be- 
came fubjecl  to  inevitable  death,  with  all  their  poflerity.  But  it 
was  the  good  pleafure  of  almighty  God,  that  this  death  fhouid  not 
be  eternal , as  the  rigour  of  the  law  required  it  to  be,  but  only  tempo- 
rary {a).  The  law  of  God,  &c.”  (i>). 

Contrast,  (u).  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and 
they  knew  that  they  were  naked.  And  Adam  and  his  wife  hid 
themfelves  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  God,  amongft  the  trees 
of  the  garden.  And  now  left  he  put  forth  his  hand— therefore  the 

(g)  Conf.  xix.  I.  See  Chap.  iv.  2.  ( h ) L.  C.  20.  22.  S.  C.  CL_T*-  To 

Allus.  M.  (a)  P.  240.  ( b ) 251.  As  quoted  on  llluftration  Art.  XiX 

(a)  See  Scriptures  on  the  preceding  Article. 
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ginning  to  mitigate  in  our  favour  the  rigour  of  law,  that 
this  death  ihould  not  be  eternal  on  die  fcore  of  that  tr;  nf- 
greflion  in  the  cafe  of  any,  but  only  temporary.  And  this 
death,  accordingly,  was  all  the  puniiKment  inilicled  upon 
them,  and  that  ever  (hall  be  indicted  upon  any  of  their  ofF- 
fpring  for  that  fin. 

Of  Adam's  first  fin  not  being  IMPUTED  to  his  poferity% 
* and  of  the  natural  purity  and  RECTITUDE  of  his  de- 
pendents 

Article  XXIII.  M.  It  was  juft  now  admitted,  that 
temporal  death  is  fome  how  or  other  inflicted  on  the  pode- 
rity  of  Adam  through  his  firft  tranfgreffion.  But  how  and 
upon  ivhat  ground  it  Ihould  be  fo,  appears  perfectly  inexpli- 
cable as  it  is  extremely  unjujl : For  there  is  no  proper  imputa- 
tion of  that  fin  to  them,  no  finding  them  tinners  or  guilty 
otherwife,  than  in  treating  them  as  fuch  by  adjudging  them 
to  death;  nor  is  there  any  moral  pollution  whatever  conveyed 
by  him  to  them.  All  infants,  how  much  temporal  calami- 
ty foevei  they  may  fuffer,  are  entirely  innocent  in  both  thefe 


Lord  fent  him  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden  — he  drove  out  the 
man  f l ).  As  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  ike 
curfe  : For  it  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one , that  continueth  not  in 
all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them  {cf  And 
were  by  nature  children  of  wrath  even  as  others  (d).  For  the  wages 
of  fin  is  death  : but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord  (e).  Indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  an- 
guifh  upon  every  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil  (f)*  The  judgment 
was  by  one  to  condemnation  (g)- 

By  this  fin  they  fell  from  their  original  righteoufnefs  and  com- 
munion with  God,  and  fo  became  dead  in  fin  ; wholly  defiled  in  all 
the  faculties  and  parts  of  foul  and  body  (/’).  The  fall  brought 
mankind  into  an  ejlate  of  fin  and  mifery.  The  fall  brought  upon 
mankind  the  lofs  of  communion  with  God,  his  difpleafure  and  curfe  ; 
fo  as  we  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  bond  flavcs  to  Satan,  and 
jullly  liable  to  all  punifhments  in  this  world,  and  that  which  is  to 
come  (i).  All  mankind,  by  the  fall,  loft  communion  with  God, 


(b)  Gn.  ili.  7,  8.  16 — 25.  (<r)  G.  iii.  10.  (d)  E.  ii.  3.  (<?)  R.  vi.  2;. 

</)  R.  ii.  8,  9.  (g)  R.  v.  16.  18.  viii.  1.  See  on  following  Article. 

?/>)  Conf.  vi.  1.  6.  (0  L.  C.  CL23-  27j  29. 

K 
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refpe&s.  Principles  of  rectitude  and  candour,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  difafters  of  the  fall,  are  implanted  in  our  nature.  So 
far  from  being,  in  a moral  view,  wholly  corrupted,  we  are, 
every  one  of  us  endowed  with  a good  confcience , a candid  and 
ingenuous  temper ; and  in  ihort,  have  the  feeds  of  univerfal 
goodnefs  Town  in  our  conllitution,  which  need  only  to  be 
cheriihed  for  producing  a plentiful  harveft  of  all  righteouf- 
nefs.  Hence  inftead  of  being  prone  to  follow  evil  onlv, 
men  are  originally  difpofed  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  a good 
charadler,  wherever  they  fee  it.  So  highly  in  a particular 
manner,  is  that  of  Jesus  Ci-ii st  recommended  to  every  hu- 
man mind,  that  nothing  prevents  its  meeting  with  univerfal 
refpeCt,  but  the  power  of  falfe  religion,  of  vicious  paffions 
contracted  in  a courfe  of  fin,  and  interfering  worldly  inte- 
vefts. 


are  under  his  wrath  and  curfe,  and  fo  made  liable  to  all  the  miferies 
of  this  life,  to  death  itfelf,  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever  (/£). 

Illustration.  M.  By  one  man’s  difobedience  many  were 
made  sinners,  or  treated  as  fuch , by  bei;g  adjudged  to  death 
fa).  It  is  the  wicked  only  who  are  punilhed,  even  in  thefe  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  righteous.  So  the  lins  of  parents  are  punilhed  in  the 
calamities  inflidted  on  their  innocent  offspring  (/>)  If  the  light  of 
faith  and  of  a good  confcience  have  not  forfaken  you,  confider — ( c) ; 
— recommends  and  enforces  a worthy  conduct,  and  tends  to  nourijh  in 
us  the  feeds  of  univerfal  goodnefs  (d).  Every  one  who  fees  or  hears  of 
them  (i.  e.  good  characters)  will  be  naturally  difpofed  to  imitate  their 
virtues  (<?).  Who  could  forbear  to  refpeCt  and  venerate  him  (i.  e. 
Jefus  Chrift)?  None  ft  rely,  but  thole  in  whom  falfe  religion , toge- 
ther with  the  force  of  vicious  pafftons  and  interfering  interefs,  had 
entirely  erased  the  principles  of  rectitude  and  candour  implanted  in 
their  nature  (/)• 

D.  Who  did  fin,  this  man,  or  his  parents,  that  he  was  born 
blind? — u Neither  hath  this  man  fo  finned  as  to  deferve  this  great 
evil—  Punilhment  prior  to  iranfgreffion , is  an  unjuf , and  therefore  an 
infupportable  cafe”  (g).  Suffer  the  little  children — of  fuch  is  the  . 
kingdom  of  God — “ The  two  component  members  of  the  Chriftian 

(i)  S.  C.  0^17.  19.  See  Conf.  Cat.  of  former  Article,  with  the  Contraft 
on  the  next. 

Illus.  M.  ( a ) P.279,  (b)  274-  ( c ) 402,40^3.  Hefpcaksof  thofe  who 
are  yet  in  their  jins.  ( d ) 476,  477.  He  does  not  except  unbelievers,  to  whom 
the gofpel  is  preached  without  died.  (0  2 72.  (/)  445.— •£>.  (^)  267-  3- 

) 
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D.  Before  they  are  actually  born  into  the  world,  men 
are  chargeable  in  the  light  of  God  with  no  fin  whatever ; 
as  little  through  their  connexion  with  the  firll  Adam,  as  in 
their  own  perfons  ; and  as  they  deferved  no  evil,  fo  to  punifh 
them  in  any  form  or  degree,  is  an  unjuf  and  it fuppor table 
cafe.  With  refpeft  to  little  children,  infants,  or  thofe  but 
juft  above  that  age,  they  are  as  free  from  evil  habits  as  they 
are  remarkable  for  fimplicity.  They  are  all  of  them,  at  leaft 
thofe  of  them  that  are  born  within  the  pale  of  the  vifible 
church,  real  members  of  the  church  invifible,  no  lefs  than 
the  mod  fan£lified  Chriftians  ; and,  without  any  renovation 
whatever,  eminently  qualified  for  the  heavenly  inheritance. 
There  is  therefore  no  need  of  praying  for  pardon  or  rege- 
neration to  them,  but  only  for  their  continued  welfare;  and 
Jefus  himfelf  fought  no  more  in  their  behalf. — Thus — 


church,  and  eminently  qualified  for  the  celeftial  inheritance.  Of  fuch 
as  7-efemble  them  in  their  fimplicity,  freedom  from  evil  habits , trac* 
tablenefs  and  modelly”  ( h ).  Were  brought  unto  him  little  chil- 
dren— “ infants , or  jujl  above  that  age.  See  L.  xviii.  15.  2 T. 
iii.  1 5.”  that  he  fhould  put  his  hands  on  them — “ a common  Jewifh 
form,  when  they  invocated  a divine  blejfng  on  any”— and  pray — “ for 
their  continued  welfare.”  ( i .) 

Contrast.  And  fo  death  paffed  on  all  men  ; for  that , or  in 
whom  all  have  finned.  For  until  the  law,  fin  was  in  the  world: 
but  fin  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no  law.  Neverthelefs,  death 
reigned  from  Adam  to  Mofes,  even  over  them  that  had  not  finned  af- 
ter the  fmditude  of  Adames  tranfgreffiGn.  By  one  man’s  dilobedi- 
ence  many  were  made  (or  conlfituted)  tinners  (#).  In  Adam  all 
die.  As  we  have  born  the  image  of  the  earthly , we  (hall  alfo  bear 
the  image  of  the  heavenly  (7).  Lehold  I was  jhapen  in  iniquity, 
and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me  (r).  Except  a man  be  born 
of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
That  which  is  born  of  the  fkfh  is  fief:  that  which  is  born  of  the 
Spirit  is  Spirit  (c/).  Adam  begat  a foil  in  his  own  likenefs,  after 
his  image  (e).  Man  that  is  born  of  a woman  is  of  few  days,  and 
full  of  trouble.— Who  can  bring  a clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean? 
Not  one.  What  is  man  that  he  lhould  be  clean , and  he  that  is  born 

(h)  299.  4.  (/)  298.  I,  2.  See  next  Article/and  Article  LVJII. 

Contr.  (a)  R.  v.  12—21.  {6)  1 C.  xv.  22—45.  (0  Pf.  Li.  4.  5. 

(</)  J.  m.  3—6.  (*)  Gn.  v.  3.  comp.  i.  26,  27. 
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Of  the  Moral  State  of  the  World. 

Article  XXJV.  I).  1 he  moral  (late  of  the  world  is 
toot  univerf ally,  bat  generally  corrupt.  And  for  as  corrupt 
as  it  is,  it  impofes  no  manner  of  neceflity  upon  any  one  to 
fm;  at  Jeail  not  give  or  to  take  offence.  The  very  word  of 
wicked  men  are  not  in  a fpiritual  and  moral  fenfe  wholly  evil , 
but  only  in  comparifon  with  God,  as  the  mod  eminent  faints 
• are,  only  in  a greater  degree:  For  God  hath  implanted  in 
every  human  mind  many  good  principles,  which  dill  remain 

of  a woman  that  he  fhould  be  righteous  (/)?  Vain  man  would 
be  wile,  though  man  be  horn  like  a wild  afles  colt  (^).  The  ima- 
gination of  man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth  up  [h).  The  wicked 
are  eftranged  from  the  womb  : they  go  aftrav  as  foon  as  they  ke  born 
fpeaking  lies  (i).  Foolidmefs  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a child  ; 
but  tile  rod  of  correction  fhall  drive  it  from  him  (h). 

They  being  the  root  of  all  mankind,  the  guilt  of  this  fm  (the 
firft)  was  imputed , and  the  fame  death  in  fin  and  corrupted  nature 
conveyed  to  all  their  pofterity,  defeending  from  them  by  ordinary 
generation.  From  this  original  corruption,  whereby  we  are  utterly 
indifpofed,  difabled,  and  made  appofite  to  all  good,  and  wholly  in- 
clined to  dll  evil,  — do  proceed  all  aftual  tranfgrefiions  (/).  The 
covenant  being  made  with  Adam  as  2.  public  perfon,  not  for  himfelf 
only,  hut  for  his  pofterity,  all  mankind  defeending  from  him  by  or- 
dinary <gQnt''eX\o\\,  finned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him , in  his  firft  trani- 
greflion.  The  finfulnefs  of  that  eftate,  whereinto  man  fell,  confift- 
cth  in  the  guilt  of  Adam’s  firft  fin  ; the  want  of  that  righteoufnefs 
wherein  he  was  created,  and  the  corruption  of  his  nature Origi- 

nal fin  is  conveyed  from  our  firft  parents  unto  their  pofterity  by  na- 
tural generation ; fo  as  all  that  proceed  from  them  in  that  way,  are 
conceived  and  born  in  fin  (m). 

Illustration.  D.  Offences  will  come — “ Even  the  general 
Covrupt  ftate  of  the  world,  impofes  no  manner  of  neceflity  upon  any 
one,  to  give  or  take  offence ” ( a ).  If  ye  then  being  evil — i(  in  com- 
parifon  of  him,  (i.  e.  God).  Another  argument  from  Icfs  to  grea- 
ter, jfb.  xv.  14,  15.  Not  abfolutely  evil,  fays  good  Dr.  Newcome; 

(/)  Jb.  xiv.  1 — 4.  14 — 16.  (g)  Jb.  xi.  is.  (h)  Gn.  viii.  21.  (i)  Pf.  lviii. 
3.  (ip  Pr.  xxii.  15.  See  fe.  ii.  1 — 3.  Pr.  xxix.  15.  xxiii.  14,  15.  M.  xv.  19. 
Jr.  xvii.  9.  lvi.  43,  44.  R.vii.  18.  If.  liii.  .2,  3.  Pr.  i.  20 — 31.  (/)  Conf.  vi. 

3.  4.  (m)  L.  C.  0^22.  2 5,  26.  S.  C.  Q^i6.  18.  See  Contraft  of  the  loro 

going  Article,  and  the  following. 

Illus.  D . (s)  P.  442.  2. 
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there.  But  men  are  evil,  as  fubjett  to  infirmities,  paffions, 
and  the  power  of  bad  habits.  They  cannot  be  faid  to  be  filled 
with  evil,  unlefs,  as  is  indeed  the  cafe  with  fome,  they 
abound  in  hatred , envy,  mijehievous  arrogance,  and  other 
fucli  grojs  pharifaic  enormities . And  even  men  of  this  de- 
feription,  and  who  deferve  to  be  fbyled  a generation  of  vipers , 
may  fpeak  things  really  good  on  occafion , though  not  in  com- 
mon, and  in  a prevailing  degree. 

for  God  hath  implanted  many  good  principles  in  the  human  mind; 
but  comparatively  fo,  fubjeft  to  infirmities , paffions and  the  power 
of  bad  habits ” ( b ).  O generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye,  being  evil 
— “ filled  with  evil  of  hatred , envy , and  mifehievous  arrogance.  Infir- 
mities are  not  here  fpoken  of,  but  groj's  pharifaic  enormities' ' — fpeak 
good  things  — “ in  common;  in  a moral  fenfe  they  could  net  prevail- 
ingly, as  in  Jr.  xlii.  23.”  An  evil  man,  out  of  the  evil  treafure  of 
his  heart — “ all  is  treafure  above  what  is  nccejfary"  (c). 

Contrast.  God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  on 
the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
was  only  evil  continually  ( a ).  The  Lord  looked  down  from  hea- 
ven upon  the  children  of  men— -They  are  all  gone  afide  ; they  are 
altogether  become  filthy : There  is  none  that  doth  good  ; no,  not 

one  (Z>).  What  then?  Are  we  better  than  they?  No,  in  no  wife . 
For  we  have  before  proved,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  they  are 
All  under  fin .*  as  it  is  written,  there  is  none  righteous;  no,  not 
one  ( c ).  The  carnal  mind  (or  minding  of  the  flefh)  is  enmity  a- 
gainil  God:  For  it  is  not  fubjeeft  to  the  law  of  God  ; neither  in- 
deed can  be . So  then,  they  that  are  in  the fiefio  cannot  pleafe  God  ( d). 
1 know  that  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  fte/h,  dwelleth  no  good  thing  (^). 
The  wicked  are  like  to  the  troubled  fea,  when  it  cannot  reft,  whole 
Waters  call  up  mire  and  dirt  (/)•  A good  tree  cannot  bring  forth 
evil  fruit;  neither  can  a corrupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit.  Where- 
fore by  their  fruits  ye  lhall  know  them  ( ^).  A11  evil  man,  out  of 

the  evil  treafure  of  his  heart,  bringeth  forth  that  which  is  evil:  for 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  his  mouth  fpeaketh  ( h ). 

(4)  138.  I.  0)  161.  3,  4,  5.  See  Art.  L.  LI.  I VIII. 

Contr.  (a)  Gn.  vi.5i  (£) Pf.  xiv.  2,3,  (<?)R.  iii,  9 — 18.  (d)  R.  vpi.  7, 

8,  (e)  R vii.  17.  See  R.  v.  6.  E.  ii.  1 — 3.  11,  12.  Jr.  xvii.  9.  2P.ii.14. 

II.  v.  18.  (/)  If.  Ivii.  20.  (g)  M.  vii.  l3.  L.  vi.  43,  44.  I.  i ii.  9 — 12. 

(b)  1..  vi.  45.  M.  xi:.  33 — 35.  xviii.  7.  L„  xvii.  1.  Pr.iv.  16.  G*nf.  afid 
Gat.  as  in  preceding  Articles. 
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Of  Election. 

Article  XXV.  M.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a fove- 
reign,  free,  particular,  eternal , and  infallible  election  of  fome 
men  to  eternal  life,  and  the  means  of  it,  in  Jefus  Chrift. 
All  the  election  acknowledged  in  fcripture,  takes  place  in 
time.  It  comprehends  none  who  are,  as  yet,  in  a (late  of 
alienation  from  God,  but  thofe  only,  who  are  already  new 
creatures , his  called,  fan  Clified,  and  beloved  ones  : Thofe,  who 
being  actually  j 'elected  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  love  God, 
are  his  faithful  fervants , and  walk  in  the  way  of  his  com- 
mandments. They  are  not,  therefore,  chofen,  that  they  may 
be  pardoned  and  fancflified,  but  fan£tified  that  they  may 
be  chofen  and  pardoned.  Their  eleClion , as  other  diftinguifh- 
ing  privileges  poflefled  by  them,  is  through  the  blood  of 
Chrilt,  attached  to  their  faith}  and  follows  it.  And  as  that 
election  may  be,  and  fometimes  is  improperly  made,  fo  it 
may  be,  and  frequently  is  defeated  and  rendered  ineffectual. 

Illustration.  M.  “ Through  the  blood  of  Chrift , all  believers 
in  him  are  endowed  with  important  privileges  above  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. Thus,  for  inftance,  they  are  the  chofen  or  eleft  people  of 
God;  his  called,  fan  fifed, — his  beloved  ones,  and  new  creatures . 
Thefe  and  fuch  like,  are  not  empty  titles  attached  to  the  faith  of 
Chriit  (a).  The  elect  or  chofen  people  of  God,  his  faithful  fervants , 
who  love  him,  and  walk  in  the  way  of  his  commandments  ( b ). 
Blefied  is  the  man  whom  thou  chufeft — And  do  I partake  of  this 
bleftednefs?  Am  I chofen  and  elefied  of  God  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth , and  attainment  of  falvation  (c).  Chriftians  are  fanfifed  by 
the  Spirit,  and  made  the  elect  of  God,  that  they  may  be  obedient  to 
his  commands,  and  have  their  guilt  waftied  away  ( d ).  How  zea- 
lous fhould  I be  by  my  behaviour,  to  jufify , if  poffible , a choice  fo 
honourable  and  beneb.v  d to  me;  to  fhew  that  it  hath  not  been  im- 
properly placed,  and  to  render  it  effectual”  (e). 

D.  Thine  they  were — “ by  integrity  and  love  of  the  truth , or  by 
f*  ith  and  ingenuous  obedience and  thou  gaveft  them  me  (/)•  Few 
are  chofen — “ of  chofen  fpirits,  comp.  Dt.  vii.  6.  J.  xv.  16.  A.  ix. 
13,  &c”  (y ) . Few  are  chofen, — “ or  there  be  few  choice  ones, 
whom  God  will  approve , being  deftitute  of  good  works  to  juftify 
their  fmcerity,”  M.  xx.  16  \h).  Deceive  the  very  elect—  his 
“ choice  ones”  (i).  For  the  eledt’s  fake — “ both  Chriftians  and 

Illus.  M (<0  P*  473-  (*)  321.  (0  474-  353-  (0  474-  See 

011  Art.  LI.  LVil. D.  (/)  44*-  4 5-  (g)  3°6.  21.  (A)  372.  19. 

(0  393- 
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D.  God  has  fome  men  diftinguifhed  from  others,  by  their 
integrity  and  love  of  the  truth,  or  by  their  faith  and  inge- 
nuous obedience;  but  he  has  made  wdiftin&ion  among  them 
by  a peculiar  choice,  or  purpofe  of  dejiination , while  yet  in 
their  tins.  His  elcEl  are  not  a certain  number  feparated 
from  the  reft  of  mankind  from  everlafting,  by  a fovereign 
and  fecret  decree,  but  a fet  of  chofen  fpirits,  or  choice  ones, 
who,  being full  of  good  works , to  juftify  their  fincerity,  are  ap- 
proved of  him ; and  to  whom  it  is  his  fovereign  good  pleafure, 
not  in  the  way  of  eternal,  fixed,  and  immutable purpofe,  but 
of  promife , to  be  accomplifhed  as  they  (hall  behave  them- 
felves,  to  give  the  kingdom  of  endlefs  felicity.  Agreeably 
to  this,  none  are  given  by  the  Father  to  the  Son,  but  thofe, 
upon  whom  grace  has  already  produced  faving  effects . While 
on  earth,  he  had  no  fheep  but  of  the  Jewifj  fold:  nor  are 
any  perfons  his  fheep  at  any  time,  or  in  any  fenfe,  who  live 
bafely.  All  to  whom  that  character  belongs  are  fimple  and 
teachable  perfons.  If  they  have  great  need,  they  have  alfo 

Jews  of  the  better  fort— Probably  the  per  fevering  Chriflians” 

It  is  your  Father’s  good  pleafure  to  give  you  “ in  promife ” the 
kingdom — “ of  endlefs  felicity”  (/).  All  that  the  Father  gi- 
veth  me — “ over  to  me  for  inftru&ion,  by  his  divine  grace  or  effec- 
tually” (hall  come  to  me — “ chearfully”  (m).  Thou  gaveft  them  me 
—“effectually,  comp.vi.  37”  («).  To  as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him 
— “ by  efficacious  grace,  comp.  J.  vi.  39,  40”  (0).  Other  fheep  I 
have,  which  are  not  of  this  fold — “ of  the  Jewifh  fold,  viz.  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  fpeaks  of  that  which  was  certainly  and  foon  to  be,  as  if 
it  were  already  done.”  Them  alfo  I.  muft  bring  in — “ becaufe  of 
their  great  need,  and  commendable  integrity ” (y>).  Ye  believe  not, 
becaufe  ye  are  not  of  my  fheep — “ of  my  upright , fimple,  and  decile 
fheep.  You  live  bafely,  and  feck  to  devour”  (<7). 


Contrast.  Blefied  be  God — who  hath  blefled  us  with  all  fpi- 
ritual  bleflings  in  heavenly  places  (or  things)  in  Chrift.  According 
as  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
we  fhould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love:  Having 
predcjlinated  us  to  the  adoption  of  children,  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  himfelf, 
according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will;  to  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace:  having  made  known  the  myftery  of  his  will 
according  to  his  good  pleasure,  which  he  purpofed/71  himfelf  (a), 

(4)391. 17.^  (/) 320. 3.  (w)aoj.a.  (») 441. 15.  (0)440.9.  (/>)  376. 5. 
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much  commendable  integrity  before  they  are  brought  hr, 
on  account  of  which,  as  well  as  of  their  neceflity,  he  brings 
them  into  his  fold. 

Of  the  Covenant  of  Grace. 

Article  XXVI.  AI.  The  covenant  of  grace  is  not  an 
eternal  tranfaclion  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  refpec- 

For  the  children  not  being  yet  born , neither  having  don tgood  or  evil, 
that  the  pnrpofe  of  God,  according  to  election,  might  ftand,/z<?/  of  works, 
but  of  him  that  calleth:  As  it  is  written,  Jacob  have  I loved — So 
then,  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of 
God  that  fheweth  mercy  ($).  At  this  prefent  time  there  is  a rem- 
nant, according  to  the  election  of  grace.  And  if  by  grace , then  it  is 
no  more  of  works. — Ifrael,  hath  not  obtained  that  which  he  feeketh 
for;  but  the  eledtion  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  reft  are  blinded  (V). 
Whom  he  did  foreknow,  them  he  alfo  did  predeftinate — and  whom 
he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called  ( d ).  Becaufe  God  hath 
from  the  beginning  chofen  you  to  falvation,  through  ian&ification  of 
the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth  (<?).  Eledl  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge of  God , through  fanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obedience 
and  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  (f).  Who  hath  faved  us,  and 
called  us,  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  own  purpose  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in 
Chrif , before  the  world  began  (g).  As  many  as  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  believed  (/->). 

God  from  all  eternity  did,  by  a moft  wife  and  holy  counfel  of  his 
will,  freely  and  unchangeably  ordain  whatfoever  comes  to  pafs.  By 
the  decree  of  God,  for  the  manifeftation  of  his  glory,  fame  men  and 
angels  are  predeftinated  to  everlafting  life.  Thofe  of  mankind  that 
are  predeftinated  unto  life,  God,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world 
was  laid , according  to  his  eternal  and  immutable  purpofe,  and  the 
fecret  counfel  and  good pleafure  of  his  will , hath  chofen  in  Chrift  unto 
everlafting  glory,  out  of  his  mere  free  grace  and  love;  without 
any  forefight  of  faith  or  good  works , or  perfeverance  in  either  of  them, 
or  any  other  thing  in  the  creature,  as  conditions  or  caufes  moving  him 
thereunto;  and  all  to  the  praife  of  his  glorious  grace  ( i ). 

Illustration.  M.  “ Solemnly  ratifying  the  doCIrine  he  taught 
•—every  article  of  the  doCIrine  or  covenant  is  ratified  by  the  fame  au- 

R.  ix.  II — 16,  (<r)  R.  xi.  3 — 8.  (d)  R.  viii.  29.  30.  ( e ) aTh.  if.  13. 

(/)  I P.  i.  2.  (f)aT.i.9.  (Z>)  A.  xiii.  48.  See  1 Th.  v.  9.  R.  ix.  23. 

aT.ii.  1*8, 19.  J.  xii.18.  x.  16.  26.  xvii.  2,3.  6.9.  H.  Rv.  xvii.  8.  (0 Conf* 

hi<  I.  3' S'  Li  C.  Q.  13*  S.  C«  Q^io. 


ting  the  redemption  of  fallen  men;  about  which  the  fcrip- 
thru  warrants  us  to  conceive  that  the  Father,  defigning  to 
glorify  all  the  perfe&ions  of  the  Deity,  particularly  the  riches 
of  his  grace;  having,  in  his  fovereign  good  pieafure,  chofen 
fo;ne  of  our  race,  confidered  as  finful  and  ruined,  to  eternal 
life;  and  havirtg  pitched  on  his  own  Son  to  be  their  Saviour 
and  Redeemer,  did,  in  eternal  counfels,  propofe  to  him  to 
become  man,  by  the  aflumption  of  their  nature,  and  in  that 
nature,  and  as  their  Surety,  to  fulfil  all  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  law  they  had  violated,  by  his  obedience  even  to  the  death, 
as  the  condition  of  their  falvation;  promifing  afliftance  in  his 
work,  the  acceptance  of  it,  and  a glorious  reward  for  it;  as 
alfo  to  bellow,  on  the  condition  propofed,  eternal  life  and 
all  the  means  of  it,  upon  thofe  whom  he  represented:  And 
in  which  the  Son,  in  the  fame  depth  of  infinite  love,  and  as 
equally  interefted  in  the  high  defign,  acceded  to  the  propo- 
fal,  and,  on  the  credit  of  the  Father's  promife,  pledged  him- 
felf  to  become,  do,  and  fuffer  accordingly.  But  the  covenant 

thentic  feul  (n).— A willing  facrifice  for  the  truth , and  laid  down 
his  life  in  confirmation  of  his  do  Brine,  which  is  the  new  covenant  (/). 
This  view  of  the  gofpel,  as  a covenant  or  paBioti,  between  different 
parties,  with  a feal  appended  to  it,  feems  to  be  chiefly  in  allufion 
to  the  old  covenant  which  God  made  with  Ifrael — and  to  compare 
it,  in  this  refpedl,  with  the  new  covenant,  or  th £ gofpel  of  Chrifl  (c). 
According  to  this  covenant  all  fins  — ut  fupra — repentance  which 
the  gofpel  requires,  but  are  followed  by  it,  fhall  be  forgiven  (d ). 
The  new  covenant  promifing  the  remiffion — ut  fupra  (e).  We 
know  that  the  condemnation  of  impenitent  finners  is  eflaSlifhed  in 
the  fame  covenant , and  ratified  with  the  fame  blood,  which  allures 
the  remilfion  of  fins  to  them  that  repent"  (f ). 

i 

Contrast.  I have  made  a covenant  with  my  chofen,  I have 
fworn  unto  David  my  fervant. — Thou  fpakell  in  vifion  to  thy  ho- 
ly One,  and  faidll,  I have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty  ; X 
have  exalted  one  chofen  out  of  the  people.  X have  found  David 
my  fervant,  and  with  my  holy  oil  have  I annointed  him  (a),  Be- 
hold the  man,  whofe  name  is  the  Branch, — he  fhall  build  the  temple 
pf  the  Lord  ; and  the  counfcl  of  peace  fhall  be  between  them  both 

(£).  I w as  fet  up  from  everlafing,  from  the  beginning,  ere  ever 

' °! 

Ii.lus.  M.  (a)  P.334.  (£)  35°*  (0  335-  00  334;  (0  35 o.  (7)456. 

Com  r.  (a)  Pf.  Ixxxix.  2,3.  19,20.  comp. Pf.  cxxxii.  Ek.  xxxiv.  22 — 26 
(<)  Zc.vi.12,  IJ. 
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of  grace  is  {imply  and  only,  the  doctrine  which  Chrift  taught, 
the  truth , the  gofpel;  called  a covenant,  in  allufion  to  the  old 
covenant,  which  God  eftablifhed  with  Ifrael : The  tenor 
whereof  is  not,  that  God  will  certainly  and  infallibly  give 
all  good,  to  the  amount  of  complete  and  everlafting  fal- 
vation,  to  his  people;  but  that  all  fins,  how  numerous  and 
great  foever,  provided  they  do  not  exclude  repentance , but  are 
followed  by  it,  {hall  be  forgiven,  and  remain  no  obftacle  to 
the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life  in  heaven  : or  it  is  a promife 
of  pardon  on  repentance , of  the  remiflion  of  fins  to  all  fmners 
who  repent  and  live  virtuoujly.  In  which  covenant  too,  the 
condemnation  of  obltinate  finners  is  equally  provided  for,  and 
eftablifhed,  as  the  falvation  of  the  penitent. 

the  earth  was  (r).  Now  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  were  the  pro- 
mifes  made.  And  he  faith  not,  and  to  feeds,  as  of  many,  but  as  of 
one,  and  to  thy  feed,  which  is  Christ  fl).  In  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  God  that  cannot  lie  promifed , before  the  world  began  (e).  But 
ye  are  come  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant  (f  )•  By  fo 
much  was  Jefus  made  the  furety  of  a better  feftament  (or  covenant) 
dgf  This  is  the  covenant,  that  I will  make  with  the  houfe  of  If- 
rael after  thofe  days — (Z>). 

The  Lord  was  pleafed  to  make  a fecond,  commonly  called,  the 
covenant  of  grace : Wherein  he  freely  offereth  to  linners  life  and  fal- 
vation  by  Jefus  Chrift;  requiring  of  them  faith  in  him  that  they 
maybe  faved;  and  promifmg  to  give  to  all  thofe  that  are  ordained 
to  eternal  life,  his  holy  Spirit  to  make  them  able  and  willing  to  be- 
lieve. Thi9  covenant  is  frequently  let  forth  in  feripture,  by  the 
name  of  a tejlament , in  reference  to  the  death  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the 
teftator,  and  to  the  everlafting  inheritance,  with  all  things  belong- 
ing to  it,  therein  bequeathed  (/).  But  of  his  mere  love  and  grace 
delivereth  his  eledf — and  bringeth  them  into  a ftate  of  falvation  by 
the  fecond  covenant,  commonly  called  th  v covenant  of  grace.  The 
covenant  of  grace  was  made  with  Christ,  as  the  fecond  A- 
dam,  and  in  him  with  all  the  ele&  as  his  feed.  The  grace  of  God 
is  manifefted  in  the  fecond  covenant,  in  that  he  freely  provideth  and 
offereth  to  finners,  a Mediator  and  life  and  falvation  by  him — (h). 


(c)  Pr.  viii.  23.  (<0  G.  iii.  16.  (e)  T.  i.  I.  2.  See  2 T.  i.  9.  quoted  pre. 

Art.  and  If.  liii.  io— 12.  xlii.  5— 10.  xlix.  I— 12.  Pf.  xl.  5—8.  D.  ix.  27. 
(/)  H.  xii.  22.  24.  viii.  6.  (g)  H.  vii.  22.  (A)  See  tenor  of  it,  H.  viii.  10. 

11.  Jr.  xxxi.  31— 34.  Ek.  xxxvi.  25—31.  Jr.  xxxii.  38—41.  E.  ii.  i». 
I T.  ii.  25.  H.  ix.  15—17.  L.  xxii.  20.  I C.  xi.  25.  (<)  Conf.  vii.  3.  4« 

p)  L<  C.  Q^30.  31,  32.  S.  C. 
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Of  the  G O £ p E L. 

Article  XXVII.  M.  For  underfbnding  this  fubjeft 
better,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  gofpel  is  only  a late  privi- 
lege granted  to  mankind,  fulfilling  the  law  and  prophets, 
and  perfecting  all  former  revelations  of  God  : And  yet  of 
the  great  fubje£ls  of  it,  briefly  fummed  up  in  the  dodirines 
concerning  God  and  ourfeives,  not  all  the  heathen  world,  < 
but  the  bulk  of  them  were  ignorant,  notwithflanding  the 
aids  of  philofophy.  Properly  taken,  the  whole  of  it  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people ; and 
yet  it  does  not  offer  repentance  as  a gfty  nor  contain  the  di- 


Illustratiom.  M.  “ Our  very  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  all  the  noble  inftructions  and  motives  it  propofes,  in  order  to 
reform  and  fandfify,  is  a benefit  for  which,  under  God,  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  blood  of  Chr'tjl  (<?).  Moreover  the  gofpel  fulfills  the 
law — ut  fupra  (b).  Of  thefe  interefting  fubjedts  (i.  e.  God  and 
themfelves,  the  fubjedts  of  the  gofpel)  the  bulk  of  mankind,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  aids  of  philofophy  were  grcfsly  ignorant,  before 
the  revelation  of  the  gofpel;'  and  are  fo  ftill,  where  this  divine  light 
hath  not  yet  appeared.  The  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God;  and 
there  is  no  reafon  to  think  it~  ever  would  have  known  him  Ic). 
The  whole  of  the  gofpel,  ut  fupra  ( d ).  Provided  they  do  not  ex- 
clude— that  repentance , which  the  gofpel  requires  (<?).  The  full  ac- 
complifhment  of  all  gofpel  promifes  and  threatenings  (f ).  The 
blood  of  Chrifl  ratifies  the  threatenings  as  well  as  promifes  of  the  gof- 
pel (£•).  The  lead  worthy  are  invited,  provided  they  repent  and 
believe  the  gofpel  (/j).  Salvation,  which  was  now  offered  freely 
and  in  the  molt  ample  manner,  to  all  that  would  repent  and  believe 
the  gofpel  (i).  He  is  willing  that  our  love  to  him  fliould  all  turn 
to  the  good  of  one  another ; nay  he  peremptorily  requires  it  ; and  it 
is  what  he  mainly  aimed  at  in  the  manifeftation  of  gofpel  grace” 

(*)• 


Conrtast.  I will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman  ; 
and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed.  It  fhall  bruile  thy  head , and 
thou  fhall  bruife  his  heel  (<z).  And  the  fcripture  foreseeing,  that 
God  would  juftify  the  heathen  through  faith,  preached  before  the 
gofpel  to  Abraham,  faying,  in  thee  fhall  all  nations  be  bleffed  ( b ).  Let 
us  therefore  fear — For  unto  us  was  the  gofpel  preached;  as  well  as 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  329.  ( b ) 468.  (*)  467-  {d)  506.  (e)  234, 

(/)  *33- *35-  (,?)#363-  (0  290.  (/')  301.  (/)  432- 
Contr.-  (a)  Gn.iii.  15.  comp.  H.  ii.  14,  15.  C.  ii.  14.  15.  (3)  G.iii.  8. 
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vine  engagement  to  bellow  it,  but  only  requires  it  as  a <.] ut v » 
which  we  are  to  perform  the  bell  way  we  may;  nay  and 
contains  threatening*,  as  well  as  promifes,  ratified  by  the 
blood  of  Chrilt.  The  objects  of  its  invitations  and  offers 
are  not  all  men  indiferiminately  who  hear  it,  but  only  thofe 
who  repent  and  believe.  What  God  mainly  aimed  at  in  the 
manifeltation  of  its  grace,  is  not  the  difplay  and  glory  of 
Ins  divine  perfections,  particularly  of  the  exceeding  riches 
of  his  mercy,  through  Jefus  Chrilt,  and  in  fubordina'ion  to 
that,  the  recovery  of  tinners  to  his  favour  and  friendfhip, 
conformity  to  him  and  communion  with  him  ; but  that  our 
]ove  to  him  fhould  all  turn  to  the  good  of  one  another . 

unto  them  : but  the  word  preached  did  not  profit  them  (r).  They 
became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolijh  hearts  were 
darkened,  profefiing  to  be  wife,  they  become  fools  ( d ).  Where  is 
the  wife  ( fop  hoi ) ? Where  is  the  feribe?  Where  is  the  difputer  of  this 
world?  Hath  not  God  made  foolifh  the  wifdom  of  the  world  ? For 
after  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not 
God,  it  pleafed  God,  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them 
that  believe  (e)  — A new  heart  alfo  will  I give  you:  and  a new  fpi- 
rit  will  I put  within  you : And  I will  take  away  the  flony  heart 
out  of  your  flefh,  and  I will  give  you  an  heart  of flefn — ’Then  fliall  ye 
remember  your  own  evil  ways,  and  fliall  lothe  yourfelves  in  your 
own  fight  for  your  iniquities  (/)•  He  that  believeth  not  God, 
hath  made  him  a liar.  And  this  is  the  record  of  God,  that  he 
hath  given  to  us  eternal  life : and  this  life  is  in  his  Son  Qf).  Ho 
every  one  that  thirfleth,  come  ye  to  the  waters : And  he  that  hath 
no  money,  come  ye:  buy  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk, 
without  money  and  without  price.  Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money 
for  that  which  is  not  bread — (/.>)?  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  fa- 
red, all  ends  of  the  earth  (i).  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that  are  fout 
hearted  and  far  from  righteoufnefs.  I bring  near  my  righteouf- 
nefs:  It  fliall  not  be  far  off,  and  my  falvation  fliall  not  tarry  (k). 
Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature  (/). 
Unto  you  is  born  a Saviour — Glory  to  God  in  the  liighelf,  and  on 
earth  peace,  and  good  will  to  men  (m).  But  God,  who  is  rich, 
in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us — that  in  the 

(c)  H.  iv.  1,  2.  (J)  R.  i.  19 — 32  (tf)iC.  i.  1.  19 — 31.  comp.  Eph.  iv.  17 

— 19.  (y ) Ek.  xxxvi.  26 — 31.  Zc.  xii.  10 — 14.  A.v.31.  Qr)  J-  v.  10, 
II.  (h)  If.  Iv.  1-^5.  Rv.  xxii.  17.  (i)  If.  xlv.  21 — 25.  (*)  If.  xlvi.  12, 

13.  (/)  m.  xvi.  15,  16.  comp.  Pr.  i.  20 — 23.  viii.  ix.  I — 6.  J.  iii.  14-— 
19.  M.  xxii.  9,  10.  L.  xiv.  21.  Sec  alfo  E.  1.3.6.  ii. 4— 7. 13. 17.  iC.h 
9.  I T.  1.  3—7.  (w)  L.  ii.  II — 14* 
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Of  the  old  Difpenfatiott , and  the  State  of  the  Church  under  It. 

Article  XXVIII.  M.  It  was  juft  now  faid  that  the 
gofpel  is  only  a late  privilege  granted  to  mankind  : and  this 
holds  not  of  the  Gentiles  only,  but  of  the  Jews,  defigned  the 
peculiar  people  of  God,  alio,  bor  although  a covenant  was 
cftablilhed  with  them,  in  a very  early  period  of  their  nation, 
there  was  nothing  in  it  of  the  nature  of  the  gofpel . It  was 
of  quite  another  nature,  as  it  had  another  kind  of  feal:  only 
there  was  fuch  a refemblance  between  them,  as  made  it 
very  proper  to  fpeak,  to  thofe  efpecially  who  had  lived  un- 
der the  old  covenant,  of  gofpel  benefits  in  figures  and  allu- 
fions  borrowed  from  that  difpenfation.  1 he  covenant  of 
grace,  then,  which  we  have,  was  not  adminiftered  to  them. 


ages  to  come,  he  might  fliew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace,  in 
his  kindnefs  towards  us,  through  Jefus  Chrift  (;/). 


Illustration.  M '.  tf  This  view  of  the  gofpel,  See.  It  (z*.  e . 
the  covenant  with  Ifrael)  was  of  another  nature , and  had  another 
kind  of  feal,  yet — utfupra  [a).  Sill  the  above  ceremonies  (com- 
prehending ficrifces  of  every  kind)  ferved  to  eilablifhed  and  pre- 
ferve  a federal  union  between  God  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  to 
regulate  their  intercourfe  with  him,  as  their  King.  The  appointed 
ceremonies — ut  fupra — offered,  and  to  remove  all  hindrances  on 
that  fcore,  to  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  the 
people  of  God. — They  could  at  bef — only  remove  legal  incapacities , 
fit  men  for  the  prefence  and  worfhip  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  en- 
title them  to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  land  of  Canaan:  of  the 
final  remilTion — ut  fupra  f).  Before  his  death  indeed,  he  planted 
the  seeds  of  divine  truth  among  one  people,  but” — (z:). 

1).  “ What  is  the  moil  direct  oppolite  to  the  light  of  knowledge? 
The  darhnefs  of  human  error  and  ignorance.  Was  this  darknefs 
great  and  univerfal  before  the  days  of  Chrift?  It  <was,  like  that  of 
the  natural  world  in  the  beginning,  Gn.  i.  2.  and'  required  a new 
creation”  (d).  Many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have  deiired  to 
fee  thefe  things — “ even  prophets,  before  the  ftmes  of  the  gofpel, 
did  but  conjecture”  (<?).  Think  not  I am  come  to  d^ftroy — “ The 
judicial  and  civil  law  of  the  Jews  could  not  fubfift,  after  the  fociety 
itfelf  was  diffolved;  and  this,  though  not  of  defgn,  was  the  confe - 


(«)  E.  ii.  4 — 13.  R.  v.  15 — 21:  E.  iii.  2 — II.  See  Cotif.  Cat.  on  preceding 
Article,  with  Contraft  of  Art.  LXII. 

I l lu s.  M.  ( a ) P.  335.  See  quot.  Art.  xxvi.  ( b ) 341,  342.  (<r)  467.—- 
P.{d)  P.  514.  9.  0)  173.  9-  % 
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nor  Iiacl  they  a gofpel  fubflantially  the  fame  with  ours. — The 
ceremonies  of  the  Mofaic  ritual,  not  excepting  facrifices, 
were  not  infiituted figures  of  good  things  to  come,  in  the  ac- 
tual purchafe,  and  more  clear  and  extenfive  exhibition;  or 
they  were  not  typical  reprefentations  of  Chrift  and  the  bene- 
fits of  his  falvation,  for  the  infiruBion  and  direction  of  their 
faith.  They  were  not  ordinances  of  divine  worjhip  at  all,  in 
the  fpiritual  and  moral  nature  of  it,  nor  means  of  divine 
grace  to  the  fouls  of  men;  but  only  ferved  to  eftablifh  and 
preferve  a federal  union  between  God  and  Ifrael,  and  to  re- 
gulate their  intercourfe  with  him  as  their  political  king . The 
appointed  ceremonies  of  atonement,  when  duly  performed, 
had,  by  the  will  of  God,  the  effect  intended  by  them, — to 
procure  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  for  which  they  were  offered; 
but  that  forgivenefs  was  of  a very  particular  kind,  and  en- 

quence  of  Chrift’ s appearing.  The  political— ut  fupra — and  their 
application  of  it  exceeded  even  the  feverities  of  the  letter  (f).  Who- 
fo  is  angry  with  his  brother — “ where  la<w  was  imperfect , Jewifh 
interpretations  were  more fo ” (g).  Glory  to  Godin  the  higheft — 

now  is  begun  on  earth,  peace  and  fpecial  divine  favour , with  all  its 
bleffed  fruits”  towards  men  (b).  Grace  for  grace  — “ feems  to  im- 
ply the  fufiftciency  of  that  revelation,  which  Jefus,  in  his  Father’s 
name,  proclaimed  to  the  world — That  which  was  of  late  a fioadow 
of  grace , we  have  received  perfection  in  the  room  of,  comp.  R.  vi. 
23”  (i).  My  flefh  is  meat  indeed — u Chrift  afcribes  -to  himfelf 
what  is  proper  to  his  doftrine , as  being  the  firjl  author  and  publijher 
of  it  [kfi  The  flaying  of  victims  was  the  term  of  remijfion — fo  under 
the  new  teftament,  the  facriiice  of  Chrift”  (/). 

Contrast.  ( a ) Chrift — being  quickned  by  the  Spirit — by  which 
alfo,  he  went  and  preached  to  the  fpirits  in  prifon:  which  were  fome 
time  difobedient,  when  once  the  long  fuffering  of  God  waited  in  the 
da)rs  of  Noah  ( b ).  Your  father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day  ; 
and  he  faw  it,  and  was  glad  (r).  I know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  he  fhall  Hand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth  ( d ).  Of 

which  falvation  the  prophets  have  enquired — the  fpirit  of  Chrift 
which  was  in  them — when  it  teftified  before  hand  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  and  the  glory  which  did  follow  (e).  To  him  gave  all  the 
prophets  witnefs  {f)>  And  beginning  at  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets , 

(/)  125. 1.  (£)iS7.  5-  (0  33- *3*  (0*4-1.  ;(J)ao5.  7.  (0*08.9. 

Contr.  (a)  See  the  firft  fcriptures  on  the  foregoing  Article.  (£)  1 P.  111. 
jg — 20.  comp.  2P.  ii.  5.  Ju.  14*  (c)  J.  viii.  56.  (<0  Jb.  xix.  24.  27.  (<)lP.i. 
10, 11.  (/)  A.  x.  43.  comp.  L.  I.  70.  A.iii,  22 — 24. 
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tirely  different  from  that  which  we  have  under  the  gofpel  ^ 
not  referring  to  the  moral  guilt  of  fin,  and  appertaining 
properly  to  the  confcience,  but  only  to  the  removal  of  legal 
incapacities , for  the  enjoyment  of  the  outward  privileges  of  the 
people  of  God ; or  for  keeping  them  in  good  terms  with 
the  fupreme  Magijlrate : while  of  the  final  remijjlon  of  fin  by 
deliverance  from  death,  the  wages  of  it,  and  the  attainment 
of  immortal  life,  they  yielded  not  the  lealt  hope  or  profpedb. 
The  feeds  of  divine  truth  were  planted  among  that  favou- 
rite people  themfelves,  only  by  our  Lord’s  perfonal  miniftry. 

D . Before  the  days  of  Chrift,  the  darknefs  of  human  er- 
ror and  ignorance  was  univerfal , yea,  and  abfolntei  like  that 
of  the  natural  world,  when  as  yet  there  was  no  light  of  any 
kind  created,  and  the  earth  was  without  form,  and  void. 
Even  the  mod  enlightened  prophets,  fuch  as  Abraham > Mo - 

v he  expounded  to  them  in  all  the  feriptures , the  things  concerning 
himfelf(^).  That  all  things  mull  be  fulfilled,  which  were  written 
in  the  law  of  Mofes , and  in  the  prophets , and  in  the  pfahns  concern- 
ing me  ( h ).  And  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpiritual  meat,  and  did  all 
drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink:  For  they  drank  of  the  rock  that 

followed  them,  and  that  rock  was  Christ  (/’).  The  law  was  our 
fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrifil , that  we  might  be  justified  by 
faith  ( k ).  Which  are  a fioadow  of  good  things  to  come,  but  the 
body  is  of  Christ  (/).  Who  ferve  unto  the  example  and fijadow  of 
heavenly  things  (m).  The  way  unto  the  holieft  of  all  (not  was  not 
laid,  or  not  notified,  but)  was  not  made  manifejl  (as  it  is  now)'while 
the  firft  tabernacle  was  yet  Handing — which  was  a figure  for  the 
time  then  prelent  («).  Then,  verily,  the  firft  covenant  had  ordi- 
nances of  divine  fervice  (0).  An  altar  of  earth  lhalt  thou  make 
unto  me — and  in  all  places  where  I record  my  name,  I will  come  to  thee, 
and  blefs  thee  (y>).  For  the  life  of  the  flelh  is  in  the  blood,  and  I 
have  given  it  to  you  upon  the  altar,  to  make  atonement  for  your  folds: 
It  is  the  blood  that  maketh  atonement  for  the  foul  (y).  Behold  I have 
taught  you  ftatutes  and  judgments.  Keep  them,  therefore,  and  do 
them;  for  this  is  your  wifdom  and  underjlanding.  For  what  nation 
is  there  fo  great,  who  hath  God  fo  nigh  to  them  as  the  Lord  our 
God  is,  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon  him  for?  And  what  nation 
is  there  fo  great,  that  hath  ftatutes  and  judgments  fo  righteous , as 

(g)  L.xxiv.  2j.  27.  (b)  v.44.  (i)  1 C.  x.  3,4.  (i)  G.  iii.  23.  zv.  1—3. 

(/)  C.ii.  17.  (m)  H.  viii.  5.  («)  H.  ix.  6— 9.  (0)  H.  ix.  1.  (/>)  Ex.  xx. 

24.  (y)  Lv.  xvii.  11.  See  xviii.  throughout,  particularly  from  15 — 28. 

comp.  1 K.  viii.  22 — 53.  2 Ch.  vi.  14 — 42.  vii.  12—16.  Pf.  xxxii.  j]  2.  li. 
2.  7.  ciii.  1 — 5.  H.xi.  throughout.  Pf.  xvi.  xxiii. 
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frs,  and  1 fains,  did  but  conjecture  as  to  matters  of  the  lail 
confequeuce,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  their  circumftances. 
The  political  Jewilh  lawy  the  diflblution  of  which,  however, 
though  the  confequence  of  the  appearing  of  Chrift,  made 
no  part  of  its  defign,  was  Unfavourable  to  enlarged  benevo- 
lence; and  their  moral  law  was  imperfect.  So  deplorable  was 
the  (late  of  things  in  all  refpedfs,  that  it  was  only  on  the 
birth  of  Jefus,  that  peace  began  on  earth,  and  fpecial  divine 
favour  to  men.  All  they  enjoyed,  prior  to  this  period,  was 
a mere  Jbadow  of  grace , of  which  we  have  received  the  per- 
fedlion.  Or  if  we  admit  that  fome  of  them  had  a fort  of 
remiflion  of  fins,  the  term  of  it  was  quite  different  from  the 
term  of  remiffion  now  : For  then  it  was  the  faying  of  victims , 
as  it  is  now  the  facrifice  of  Chrif. — -However*^ 

/ 

Of  ^Design  of  a Redeemer. 

Article  XXIX.  M.  The  defign  of  appointing  a Re- 
deemer and  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  was  not  to  make 
way  for  the  manifeftation  and  diftributions  of  mercy  in  all 

all  this  law,  which  I fet  before  you  this  day  (r)?  Thou  cameft 
down  alfo  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  fpakeft  with  them  from  heaven, 
and  gaveft  them  right  judgments,  and  true  laws,  good  flatutes  and 
commandments  (j). 

This  covenant  (of  grace)  was  differently  adminiflered  in  the  time 
of  the  law,  and  in  the  time  of  the  gofpel.  Under  the  law  it  was 
adminiftered  by  promifes,  prophecies,  facrifices,  circumcifion,  the 
pafehai  lamb,  and  other  types  and  ordinances  delivered  to  the  people 
of  the  Jews;  all  forefignifying  Christ  to  come,  and  which  were 
for  that  time  fufficient  and  efficacious,  through  the  operation  of 
the  Spirit,  to  inftruft  and  build  up  the  elecl  in  faith  in  the  promifed 
Meffiah : by  whom  they  had  full  remiffion  of  fins,  and  eternal  fal- 
vation  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  See  quotation  under  Art.  XXII.  from 
P.  240,  after  which  it  immediately  follows,  “ that  mankind  fhould 
be  delivered  from  it  by  a refurre&ion,  and  reftored— »«/  fupra — and 

(r)  Dt.  iv.  5 — 9.  (j)  Nm.  ix.  13,  14,  comp.  Pf.  xix.  cxix.  cxlvi.  19,  20. 

R.  vii.  12.  iii.  I,  2.  M.  v.  7.  Ex.  xxii.  22.  Lv.  xix.  9,  10.  xxiii.  22.  xxv. 
6.  N.  xxxv.  15.  Jofh.  xx.  9.  Dt.  i.  16.  x.  18,  19.  xxxi.  n.  13— See  alfo, 
Pf.  lxxvi.  1,  2.  If.  xxii.  I.  5.  Ek.  xvi.  I.  14.  Pf.  cxviii.  19.  29.  (0  Conf. 

vii.  5.  viii.  6.  L.  C.  CU33«  34*  62,  63. 
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the  faving  fruits  and  effe&s  of  it  to  miferable  men,  by  pay- 
ing any  fuppofed  debt  of  obedience  and  punifhment  due  by 
the  old  covenant;  thereby  fatisfying  the  offended  juftice  of 
God , appealing  his  wrath,  letting  afide  the  lentence  of  eter- 
nal death,  and  fecurirrg  eternal  life  for  all  whole  caufe  he 
had  undertaken:  But  only  to  reduce  the  penalty  oi  the  law, 
violated  by  our  firft  parents,  to  temporal  death  ; to  deliver 
them  from  that  death  by  a refurrtdlion,  and  reflore  them  to 
a capacity  of  enjoying  immortal  happinefs,  of  which  they 
fhould,  in  due  time,  be  put  in  the  adlual  poflefiion,  if  they 
fought  it  by  fincere  repentance , and  a patient  continuance  in 
well-doing,  though  attended  with  imperfections.  Or,  in 

other  words,  that  his  interpofitions  and  tranfaClions  might 

\ 

for  this  purpofe  he  appointed  a Redeemer  before  the  world  was 
made  (/?).  The  perfect  obedience  of  Chrill  in  his  death — was  — 
very  wifely  made  one  reafon  for  extending  mercy  to  perfons  not 
otherwife  entitled  to  it,  or  for  granting  finners  the  means  of  repen- 
tance, and  the  benefit  of  pardon,  when,  or  in  every  cafe,  wherein 
thofe  means  Jloould prove  fuccefsful  ( h ).  That  fame  virtue  and  obe- 
dience is  exhibited  in  feripture  as  a motive  and  inducement  to  al- 
mighty God  to  grant  thefe  benefits  (c).  Let  us  find  confiderthe 
happy  influence  of  true  piety  and  virtue  in  ordinary  men,  for  pro- 
curing divine  blefiings  to  others,  as  well  as  themfdlves,  and  to  per- 
fons Id's  worthy  than  they : a fubjeCt  which  will  be  very  ufeful  to 
illuftrate  the  great  Chrillian  doctrine  concerning  the  merits  and  inter- 
cejjion  of  Chrift,  and  to  confirm  the  credibility  of  it,  by  (hewing  its 
analogy  to  what  hath  often  happened , and  does  happen  in  the  courfe 
of  providence  (d).  It  is  not  meant  that  the  righteoufnefs  and  obe- 
dience of  good  men  can  in  any  cafe  be  the  only  reafon  for  God’s 
fhewing  mercy  to  the*  unworthy,  much  lefs  that  it  is  needed  to 
make  him  merciful;  but  only  that  it  may  be  one  reafon  for  exercif- 
ing,  in  particular  cafes,  that  mercy  which  is  efiential  to  his  being  (e). 
Next  to  the  mercy  of  God,  which  is  never  to  be  forgotten,the  benefits 
of  our  redemption  by  Chrilt  flow  chiefly  from  the  righteoufnefs  and 
holinefs  of  his  life — which  avail  with  God  for  finners,  in  the  fame 
manner , as  do  the  piety  and  virtue  of  good  men  in  general  (/).  That 
he  fhould  fave  men  therefore,  by  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  is  no  way  un- 
fuitable  to  the  eftablifljed  order  of  his  providence  (%)•**  For  the 
next  propofition,  fee  quotation  from  P.  238,  2 39,  under  Article  XX. 
And  after  quotation  from  P.  238,  under  Article  XXI.  it  is  added 
.immediately,  “ in  this  way  we  are  taught  to  hope  for  falvation  by 

Ili.us.  M.  {a)  P.  240.  {b)  234.  255.  (*)  282.  (i)  257,  0)  259. 

If)  275>  376.  (g)  256. 
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be  made  a reafotiable  motive  for  extending  the  eflenti.il 
mercy  of  God  to  thofe  not  entitled  to  it  from  themfelves: 
not  mercy,  however,  in  all  the  manifeftations  and  fruits  of 
it ; particularly  not  in  the  free  gift  of  repentance  and  the 
remiffion  of  fins  ; but  only  in  the  grant  of  the  means  of  re- 
pentance, and  the  benefit  of  pardon  in  cafes  where  thefe 
means  Jhould  prove  fuccefsfuL  This  accordingly  is  the  re- 
fult  of  all  the  Redeemer’s  tranfadlions  in  our  behalf,  the 
fum  of  his  falvation  ; the  fame  in  kind , as  that  which  lefs 
worthy  men  enjoy  by  ordinary  fellow  men  that  are  more 
worthy,  and  quite  agreeable  to  the  ejlablijhed  methods  of  pro- 
vidence: A falvation  which  man,  even  in  his  original  date, 
could  not  but  need,  and  which  was  bellowed  on  men  long 

the  gofpel;  and  none  of  our  kind,  ftridtly  fpeaking,  could  ever  be 
faved  on  other  terms  (/>).  But  the  fupreme  Lawgiver,  <Scc.”  as  un- 
der Article  XIX  (/). — “ This  was  always  God’s  method  of  faving 
finners,  though  the  gofpel  alone  hath  clearly  revealed  it  (k).” 

Contrast.  Sacrifice  and  offering,  and  burnt-offering,  thou  didff 
not  require;  mine  ears  haft  thou  opened; — then  faid  I,  lo  I come;  in 
the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me;  I delight  to  do  thy 
will,  O my  God  (a).  Chrift  being  come  an  high  Prieft  of  good 
things  to  come,  by  a greater  and  more  perfedl  tabernacle — by  his 
own  blood  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eter- 
nal redemption  for  us. — It  was  therefore  necejfary , that  the  pat- 
terns of  things  in  the  heavens  fhould  be  purified  with  thefe,  but  the 
heavenly  things  themfelves  with  better  facrifices  than  thefe  (b).  His 
vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than 
the  fons  of  men:  so  fhall  he  fprinkle  many  nations  (r).  Seventy 
weeks  are  determined — to  finifti  the  tranfgrefiion,  and  to  make  an 
end  of  fin,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in 
everlafting  righteoufnefs. — And  Messiah  Jloall  be  cut  off,  but  not 
for  himfelf  ifdl).  Who  is  blind  but  my  fervant ? or  deaf  as  my  mef- 
fenger  that  I fent? — the  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs 
fake  : He  will  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable  ( e ).  Smite 
the  Shepherd , — and  I will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones  (f). 
And  for  this  caufe  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  New  T eftament,  that 
by  means  of  death,  for  the  redemption  of  the  trcmfgrejjions — they  which 
are  called  might  receive  the  promife  of  eternal  inheritance  ( g ), 

(6)  238,  239*  (0  251*  (*)  252. 

Contr.  (a)  Pf.  xl.  6 — 8.  H.  X.  $ — IO.  (t>)  H.  ix.  II,  12.  23.  ( c ) If. 

lii.  14,  15.  liii.  4.  7.  10 — 12.  (</)  D.  ix.  24.  26.  (t)  If.  xlii.  19 — 21.  M.iii. 
15.  v.  17.  (/)  Zc.  xiii.  7.  M.  xiv.  27.  (^)  H.  ix.  15.  See  on  preceding 

Articles,  and  thofe  that  follow  to  Art.  XLVIII.  with  LV. — LVIII. 
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before  our  Redeemer  exifted,  even  from  the  mod  early  pe- 
riod of  time,  and  without  any  fort  of  refpeCt  to  him;  though 
the  gofpel  alone  clearly  reveals  it. — 1 hus — 

Of  the  Character  of  our  Redeemer  on  Earth . 

Article  XXX.  M . The  higheft,  and  indeed  the  only 
characters  which  our  Redeemer  fuftained  on  earth,  were 
thofe  of  an  uncommon  Saint,  who  exhibited  the  glories  of  a 
perfeft  moral  character,  an  uniform  courie  of  confummate 
and  unblemifhed  virtue;  of  the  chofcn  favourite  of  God,  pe- 
culiarly dear  to  him;  of  a great  meffenger,  a divine  prophet , 
well  acquainted  with  the  decrees  of  heaven;  poiTeiling  in- 
deed greater  endowments  than  other  prophets,  who  in  for- 


Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a propitiation  through  faith  in  his 
blood , to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  temifion  of  Jins  (/->).  God 
fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  re- 
deem them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  a- 
doption  of  ions  (?). 

It  pleafed  God,  in  his  eternal  purpofe,  to  chufe  and  ordain  the 
Lord  Jefus,  his  only  begotten  Son,  to  be  the  Mediator  between 
God  and  man;  the  prophet,  pried, and  king;  the  head  and  Saviour 
of  his  church — unto  whom  he  did  from  eternity  give  a people  to 
be  his  feed,  and  to  be  by  him  in  time  redeemed , called , jufifed,  fine- 
tifed , and  glorified — In  whom  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  all  fulnefs 
fhould  dwell,  to  the  end,  that  being  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and 
full  of  grace  and  truth,  he  might  be  thoroughly  furnifhed  to  exe- 
cute the  office  of  a Mediator  and  Surety , which  office  he  took  not 
unto  himfelf,  but  was  thereunto  called  by  the  bather. — This  office 
the  Lord  Jefus  did  mod  willingly  undertake,  which,  that  he  might 
difeharge,  he  was  made  under  the  law,  & c.  (/’) 

Illustration.  M.  u Their  perfuafion  that  God  had  forfaken 
him — yet  theie  might  have  known,  that  it  was  no  drange  thing 
for  God  to  leave  his  prophets  and  faints  for  a time  (a).  God  does 
not  permit  the  holied  of  men  to  have  accefs  to  him,  but  through  the 
intervention  of  one  dill  holier , and  without  any  taint  of  fin  f b ).  If 
that  be  true  of  common  faints,  how  much  more  of  him  (c)?  Fie  declined 
not  to  make  his  choj'en  favourite  a man  of  forrows  ( d).  The  dedruc- 
tion  of  that  chofen  favourite  of  his  (V). — One  fo  peculiarly  dear  to 

(hj  R.  iii.  25,  26.  (i)  G.  iv.  4,  5.  See  H.  ii.  10.  J.  xvii.  19.  comp.  H. 

vh.  28.  (i)  Conf.  vili.  I.  3,  4.  L.  C.  (^30.  4T  42-  S.  C.  Q.  20. 

Illus.M.  (a)  P.  163.  0)289.  0)487-  0)397.  0)243* 
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wcr  times  miniftred  to  the  church,  but  of  the  fame  or  (hr 
with  them:  or  if  we  (hall  fay  alfo  the  character  of  our  de- 
liverer, only  as  he  was  conflituted  our  leader  and  guide  to  fu- 
hlime  happinefs,  by  revealing  and  confirming  the  will  of  God 
to  us. 

D.  The  moll  illuftrious  character  which  Jefus  Chrift  bore 
in  our  world  was  that  of  a mejfenger  from  God,  a divine  mef- 
fenger,  an  authorised  mejfenger  of  grace,  God’s  illujlrious  Am - 
bajj'ador,  or  his  commillioned  fervant,  amply  fealed  as  fuch. 
This  was  the  only  dignity  and  excellence  of  which  he  had 
any  confcious  fenfe.  And  fo  the  only  office  with  which  he 
was  inverted,  was  that  of  an  unparalleled  teacher  from  the 
IVlort  High;  the  fame  in  kind,  indeed,  which  was  committed 
to  his  apoftles,  but  folemn  and  arduous,  high  and  glorious 
above  others,  as  being  molt  important  in  itfelf,  and  to  us. 
As  fuflaining  this , he  fulfilled  all  that  was  imported  in  the 
character  of  the  anciently  promifed  Shiloh.  It  was  equL 
valent  to,  and  comprehended  every  thing  implied  in,  his  be- 

him  as  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  exhibited  a character  of  un 
(potted  and  confummate  excellence  (f) — the  glories  of  a perfect  mo- 
ral character , an  uniform — ut  fupra — (g)  to  hear  and* comply  with 
his  will,  publifhed  and  confirmed  by  fo  great  a mejfenger  [K). — Warn- 
ing of  a divine  prophet , well  acquainted  with  the  decrees  of  heaven 
(i).  Even  they  who  have  defpifed  other  prophets  will,  faid  he,  re- 
verence my  Son  (/■) — he  who  hath  revealed  the  will  of  God  to  us— 
and  who  was  conftitutcd  our  leader  and  guide  to  fo  fublime  happi- 
neis”  (/). 

D.  Came  from  God  — “ as  his  mejfenger.  See  J.  xvi.  i 7.  viii.  47.” 
(m).  Yet  they  believed  not  on  him — “ as  a divine  melfenger”  (r/). 
I came  out  from  God  — “ as  a mejfenger  of  grace’ Jo).  I know 
whence  I came — “ as  an  authorised  mejfenger,”  and  whither  I go 
“ when  my  office  on  earth  is  difeharged”  (?>)•  The  works  which 
the  Father  hath  given  to  finilli  — “ in  fupport  of  my  divine  authori- 
ty”— bear  witnefs  of  me  that  the  Father  hath  lent  me  — “ as  his  am- 
bajfador  to  men,” — whom  he  hath  fent — “as his commijfioned fervant, 
and  moil  amply  fealed  to  in  that  augujh  character”  (y),  that  he  was 
come  from  God — “ as  his  illujlrious  ambajfador — under  fuch  fenfe 
of  his  own  dignity  and  excellence , he  did  thus  condefcend”  (r).  Art 
thou  he  that  ftiould  come— “ as  the  greateft  and  molt  welcome 
mejfenger  of  Gbd  to  men,  comp.  Gn.  xhx.  10.  If.  xxv.  4.  I).  vii.  13. 

(/)  276.  (g)i86.  (6)39.9.  (0*53*  (t)  399’  (0S2Z.  D.  (w)  F.  264 
CO  361.  (0  438.  (p)  260.  (?)  ip-  (0  414- 
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jng  the  Chtjjl  or  anointed.  He  was  therefore  the  bread  of 
l:f  onlv  in  a doctrinal  fenfe,  or  by  the  do&rine  of  which  he 
was  the  fir  it  author  and  publiiher:  His  flefh  was  no  other- 
wife  that  bread,  than  as  his  bodily  flefh  was  given  to  con- 
firm his  doctrines.  But  ltill,  even  in  refpedt  of  thefe,  he  was 
not  a Father , whofe  judgment  in  matters  of  religion  might  be 
fivorn  to,  but  only  a Mafter , a title  much  inferior  to  the  for- 
mer, denoting  a leader  ox  mafer  in  religious  things.  Agreea- 
bly, his  difciples  regarded  him  in  no  other  light,  than  that  of 
a prophet , the  chief  of  all  God’s  prophets^  their  infallible  teacher 
and  guide.  Their  very  higheft  faith  confidered  him  only  as 
the  chofeti  delegated admhiiftrator  of  almighty  God  upon  earth \ 
not  as  the  proper  author,  but  the  glorious  injlrument  of  his 


H.  ii.  3.”  (j-).  One  is  your  Mafter,  even  Christ — “ or  that  a- 
pointed  One,  the  unparalleled  teacher  from  the  moft  High  ” (/). 
As  thou  has  fent  me — “ upon  fo  folemn  and  arduous  an  office ,”  io 
have  I alfo  fent  them — “ with  the  fame  weighty  trull,  comp.  2 C. 
v.  20.  E.  vi.  20.  ( u ) — a mefi eager  of  grace — nor  are  you  at  all  de- 
ceived; for  I came  forth  at  his  divine  call  in  fuch  high  character,  to 
execute  an  office  of  all  others  moft  important ” A greater  than 
Solomon  is  here — “jfcr  the  highef  of  all  <wifdom.-~-lt  was  expedient 
to  intimate  modeftly  by  fuch  phrafes  the  fame  thing  with  Mejftah.” 
This  is  of  truth  that  prophet  — “ that  promifed  and  much  expected 
prophet  that  Ihould  come  into  the  world,  even  the  Chrift . Nothing  de- 
tracted from  this  ingenuous  confeffion,  but  the  carnal  views  which 
were  mixed  with  it”  (w).  The  true  bread  — “ Chrift  afcribes  to 
himfelf  what  is  proper  to  his  dotirine , as  being  the  firfl  author  and 
•publiiher  of  it  ” (*).  This  is  the  true  bread — “ doflrinal  bread” — 
I am  that  living  bread — “ the  gracious  bejlovuer  of  that  living  bread, 
or  life-making,  as  v.  48.  A Hebrew  manner,  comp.  A.  vii.  38, 
H.  iv.  1 2.  xi.  24.  1 P.  i.  3.  And  the  bread  is  my  flefh — “ the 
chief  thing  in  that  doctrinal  bread,  is  my  bodily  fvjh . He  had  a re- 
ference only  to  his  doftrines,  the  believing  and  praclifing  of  which 
would  lead  them  to  eternal  life  (j/).  One  is  your  Mafter,  even* 
Christ. — “Mafter  denotes  a leader  or  mafter  in  religious  things.  It 
was  the  next  thing  to  infallible”  Call  no  man  your  Father  upon, 
earth — “ or  call  no  man  among  you  Father  upon  earth.  This  with 
the  ancient  Jews  wasaperfon,  whofe  judgment  in  religious  matter 
might  be  Jkvorn  to.  A title  ftill  more  honourable  than  that  of  Ma- 
fer. Hence,  whilil  Chrift  alfumes  the  laf  to  himfelf  he  gives  the* 
other  to  the  fupreme  teacher”  (z).  When  James  and  John  law  this 


(?)  r4*h  3.  ( t ) 381;  3.  (u)  4 43-25- 

(yj  6.  c.,  ii.  iN2*)  381.  1.  4*  S’ 
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future  and  great  falvation.  And  upon  this  cfTicCj  thpugh 
long  intended  for  him,  he  did  not  enter,  till  his  open  mani- 
fe  flat  ion  to  Ifrael,  and  the  call  of  the  apoftles;  as  he  was 
fandified  for  it,  only  by  his  baptifm,  faffing  and  tempta- 
tion.— For — 

Of  Chriffis  Priesthood. 

Article  XXXI.  M.  Jefus  Chrifl  did  not  hold  the 
office,  nor  perform  any  duty  of  the  Pnefhood  under  the  old 
difpenfation  j neither  in  any  proper  fenfe,  while  on  earthy 

f * r ' ‘ • ■ v . 

— “ oppofition  to  the  chief  of  all  God's  prophets"  [a).  Thefe  have 
known  that  thou  hall  fent  me — “ to  be  their  infruftor  and  guide , 
comp.  J.  i.  1 8.  iii.  n.  13.  xi.  25. ” (bf  Ye  will  not  come  to  me 

— “ as  your  infallible  teacher  and  guide  (c).  Your  power  over  the 
moll  defperate  difeafes  is  Hill  more  extenfive,  being  the  cbofen  dele- 
gated adminifrator  of  almighty  God  upon  earth.” — I have  not  found 
io  great  faith — u of  my  divine  power  and  miffion  " ( d ).  Mine  eyes 
have  feen  thy  salvation — “ the  glorious  and  much  defired  infru- 
ment  of  thy  future  and  great  falvation  ” (e).  Say  ye  of  him  whom 
the  Father  hath  fandtilied — >“  to  fo  high  and  glorious  an  office— or 
confe crated. — Pollibly  referring  to  his  baptifm , fajling , and  tempta- 
tion ” (/).  Ye  have  been  with  me — “ as  intimate  companions,  from 
the  beginning  of  my  facred  office  ” (g)> 

Contrast,  (a)  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  made  an 
high  Priest,  but  he  that  faid  unto  him,  thou  art  my  Son — as  he 
faith  alio  in  another  Pfalm,  thou  art  a Prief  for  ever,  after  the  or- 
der of  Melchizedeck.  Who  in  the  days  of  his  feffi — (3).  He 
took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham — In  all  things  it  behoved  him 
to  be  made  like  to  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a merciful  and 
faithful  high  Prief , in  things  pertaining  to  God  (c). 

Unto  us  a child  is  born , — and  the  government  fhall  be  on  his 
{boulders,  and  his  name  fhall  be  called,  Wonderful,  the  mighty 
God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace  (d).  Be- 
hold thy  King  cometh  unto  thee,  meek,  and  having  falvation  (e). 
The  feeptre  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah — until  Shiloh  come,  and 

(<7)338.  (6)  444-9-  (e)'H2.  (d)  146.  (<f)  37.  See  following  Ar- 
ticles, particularlv  Art.  XXXIII.  (f)  ■294.  10.  ■ g)  413. 

Contr.  00  See  Contrail  of  Art.  VII.  VIII.  IX.  X.  XVI.  (t>)  H.  v. 
I — 7.  Pf.  cx.  4.  7.  (0  H.  ii.  16,  17.  (d)  If.  ix.  6,  7.  («)  Zc.  ix.  9.  M. 

xxi.  5.  II. 
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fmce  he  was  not  then  properly  confecrated  to  it.  What 
was  incumbent  on  him  as  an  atoning  and  expiating  pried, 
he  now,  after  his  death,  refurredlion,  and  being  inverted 
with  all  power,  performs  in  heaven;  where  officiating  as  a 
high  Prieft,  he  perfectly  expiates  all  fins , paft,  prefent,  and 
to  come,  provided  they  be  truly  repented  of.  His  fuffer- 
ings  on  earth  were  only  the  neceffary  means  of  preparing  him 
for  the  great  office  of  expiating  or  making  atonement  for  the 

unto  him  fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be  (/).  Mefliah  fhall 
be  cut  off — unto  Mefliah  the  Prince  fhall  be  feven  weeks  (<£■)•— 
For  even  Christ  our  paffover  is  facrijiced  for  us;  therefore  let  us 
keep  the  feafl  (/>).  My  fefj  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink 
indeed  (/).  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I am  well  pleafed  : 
hear  ye  him  (/■).  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time,  the  only 
begotten  Son,  who  lay  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father  hath  declared 
him  (/).  God,  who  fpake  in  times  pall  unto  the  Fathers  by  the 
prophets , hath  in  thefe  laft  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son — the 
BRIGHTNESS  of  llis  glory,  and  EXPRESS  IMAGE  OF  HIS  PERSON 
(w).  The  prophets  enquired — fearching  what  and  what  manner 
of  times  the  Spirit  of  Chrif  which  was  in  them,  did  fignify,  when 
he  teffilied  before  hand  the  fufferings  of  Chrifl  («).  And  when  he 
was  about  twelve  years  old — they  found  him  in  the  temple,  fitting 
in  the  midfl  of  the  Doftors,  both. hearing  and  anfwering  them  ques- 
tions. And  he  faid  unto  them,  how  is  it  that  ye  fought  me  ? Wild 
ye  not  that  I muf  be  about  my  Father's  bufmefs  (©)? 

Chrifl  as  our  Redeemer,  executeth  the  offices  of  a prophet,  of  a 
prief , and  of  a king , both  in  his  eflate  of  humiliation  and  exaltation 
(/>).  Our  Mediator  was  called  Chrif , becaufe  he  was  anointed 
with  the  holy  Ghofl  above  meafure,  and  fo  fet  apart,  and  fully  fur- 
nifhed  with  all  authority  and  ability  to  execute  the  offices  of  pro* 
phet,  prief,  and  king  of  his  church,  in  the  eflate  both  of  humiliation 
and  exaltation  ( q ). 

Illustration.  M.  “ What  Jefus  does  for  us,  as  a prief,  was 
not  completed  by  his  fufferings  on  the  crofs;  when  he  was  not  pro- 
perly confecrated  to  his  prieflly  office;  But  having  become  obedi- 
ent to  the  death,  and  being  afterwards  raifed  from  the  dead,  and  in- 

(/)  Gn.  xlix.  io.  (g)  D.  ix.  25,  26.  I C.  i 23.  G.  iii.  13.  E.  v.  2.  H.  ir. 

(G  * C.  v*  7>  (0  J*  vi*  51 — 5C  (G  M.  xvii.  5-  JL.  ix.  35.  Dt. 

xviii.  18,  19.  A.  iii.  22,  23.  (/)  J.  i.  18.  iii.  11.  (w)  H.  i.  1—3.  J.  iii. 

31  — 36,  &c.  alfo  M.  xvi.  16,  17.  L.  i.  30—32.  If.  xlix.  6.  1 J.  v.  11.  20. 
(n)  I P.  i.  11.  iii,  18.  20.  ( 0 ) I..  ii.  42.  49.  comp.  iii.  21  — 23.  J.  x.  36. 

(/>)  S.  C,  0^23.  {<])  L.  C.  0^43.  Conf.  viii.  See  following  Articles. 
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fins  ol  men.  It  is,  therefore,  evident,  he  could  not  effec- 
tually and  completely  execute  that  office  of  expiation,  till  he 
afeended  into  heaven,  the  only  temple  where  he  docs,  or 
ever  could  officiate  as  our  high  Pried.  And  ftill  his  atone- 
ment is  never  finijhcd,  even  in  point  of  impetration,  in  the 
cafe  of  any,  till  their  confidences  are  fprinkied  with  his 
blood. — In  like  manner — 

veded  with  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  lie  officiates  as  a high 
Fried  over  the  houle  of  God,  and  expiates  perfectly  all  fins  what- 
ever— ut  fupra—~ And  as  his  fufferings  were  the  neceffiarv  means,  ut 
Jupra  ( a ).  The  temple  where  he  officiates  is  heaven. — The  fprink- 
ling  of  the  blood  of  the  vi£lim,  in  order  to  finifh  the  atonement, 
anfwers  to  the  fprinkling  of  our  hearts  from  an  evil  confidence” 
(i). 

Contrast.  I was  fet  tip  from  everlading,  from  the  beginning 
ere  ever  the  earth  was  ( a ). — Of  the  book  of  life,  of  the  lamb  Jlain 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  f).  Then  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
— - faid,  O Lord  of  hods,  how  long  wilt  not  thou  have  mercy  upon 
Jerufalem — And  the  Lord  anfwered  the  angel — with  good  words- 
and  comfortable  words  (r).  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  to  finiffi 
the  tranfgreffion,  to  make  an  end  of  Jin , and  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity  (g)>  When  thou  (halt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin , 
he  fnall  fee  his  feed:  he  fhall  prolong  his  days  ( h ).  Chrift  being 
come  a high  Pried — by  a greater  and  more  perfect  tabernacle,  that 
is  to  fay,  not  of  this  building  (;).  Who,  when  he  had  by  himfelf 
purged  our  fins , fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  majedy  on  high 
(,£).  Who  needeth  not  daily,  as  thofe  high  Prieds,  to  offer  up 
iacrifice,  find  for  his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  people;  for  this  he 
did  once,  when  he  offered  up  himfelf  (/).  Nor  yet  that  he  diould 
offer  himfelf  often , as  the  high  Pried:  entered  into  the  holy  place 
every  year,  with  blood  of  others;  for  then  mud  he  have  often  dif- 
fered, from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  But  now  once  in  the  end 
of  the  world  hath  he  appeared  to  put  away  (dedroy  or  abolidi)y7« 
by  the  facridce  of  himfelf  (m).  But  tiiis  man,  after  he  had  offered 
one  sacrifice  for  Hm,  fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  From 
henceforth  expecting,  till  his  enemies  be  made  his  footdool.  For  by 

Illus.  M-  (a)  P.  345- . (0  343>  344- 

Contr.  (a)  Pr.  viii.  23.  (b)  Rv.  xiii.  8.  (c)  Zc.  i.  8 — 17.  comp* 

Gn.  xlviii.  16.  If.  lxiii.  9.  Ho.  xii.  14.  Ml.  iii.  I.  H.  xiii,  8.  vii.  25.  D.  ix, 
17.  ( g ) D.  ix.  24.  (Z>)  If.  liii.  10.  (*)  H.  ix.  II.  viii.  4.  comp.  J.  ii.  20, 

21.  G)  H.  i.  3.  (/)  H.  vii.  27.  (m).  H.  ii.  2J,  l6. 
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Of  ChrijTs  Kingly  Office  and  Power. 

Article  XXXII.  M.  Jefus  Chrift,  while  on  earth, 
was  no  mediatorial  governor  or  judge.  He  had  indeed 
the  decree  and  promife  of  all  things  being  given  into  his  hand, 
but  not  the  actual  difpofition  and  poyeftion  of  them ; par- 
ticularly he  had  no  pre-eminence  or  lordfliip  over  men  and 
angels^  no  authority  over  the  church , no  power  of  delive- 
rance from  the  guilt  of  fins,  fo  as  to  remit  the  punifhment 
due  to  them  in  another  world , or  of  deliverance  from  the 
wrath  to  come ; but  only,  in  certain  cafes,  to  remit  the  tem- 
poral penalties  of  them,  in  perfonal  and  relative  affliction : 
So  that  during  all  that  time,  he  was  not  mighty  to  save. 
All  the  high  powers  and  prerogatives  implied  in  that  cha- 

one  offering  he  hath  forever  perfected  them  that  are  fanftified 

(»)• 

The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  perfe6t  obedience  and  facrifice  of 
himfelf,  which  he,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  once  offered  up  to 
God,  hath  fully  fatisfied  the  juftice  of  his  Father — Although  the 
work  of  redemption  was  not  actually  wrought  by  Chrift,  till  after 
his  incarnation,  yet  the  virtue,  efficacy  and  benefits  thereof  were 
communicated  unto  the  eledt  in  all  ages  fucceffively,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  world  (0).  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  a Prieft, 
in  his  once  ofering  himfelf  a facrifice  without  fpot  to  God,  to  be  a 
reconciliation  for  the  lins  of  the  people  [p). 

Illustration.  M.  “ A mediator,  a governor  and  a judge — 
with  thefe  high  offices  Jefus  is  invefted,  as  the  reward  of  his  obedi- 
ent fufferings  (<3).  Unconfcious  either  of  his  prefent  dignity  or 
future  greatnefs,  but  knowing  that  the' Father  had  given  (that  is 
decreed  to  give)  all  things  into  his  hand — whom  God  had  decreed 
to poffefs  the  glory  of  an  everlafting kingdom;  and  to  be  made  mighty 
to  fave  (b).  Nor  do  I know  that  any  thing  is  very  clearly  reveal- 
ed in  feripture  on  that  point,  except  the  fubjection  of  angels  to  our 
exalted  Saviour  (r).  The  power  and  authority  exercifed  by  Jefus 
Chrift  in  and  over  his  church  are  derived  from  his  exaltation — his 
refurredtion  from  the  dead,  and  the  pre-eminence  and  lordfhip 
by  given  him,  was  the  molt  inconteftible  proof  of  his  Father's  love 
( d ).  Even  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation  Jefus  had  power  to  forgive 

(»)  H-  x-  12—14.  L-  14—28.  (0)  Conf.  viii.  5,  6.  (/>)  L.  C.  Q.  44. 

S.  C.  25.  See  on  Art.  XXIX.  XXX.  ' 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.525.  (*)  31  a.  (0  3.  (rf)  310. 
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raster  ar  t founded  wy  and  derived  from  Ins  exaltation,  as  the 
reward  of  his  obedience,  and  the  molt  inconteftible  proof  of 
his  Father’s  love.  The  acquifition  of  them  was  the  end  of 
all  the  preceding  fteps  of  his  humiliation,  the' reward  to 
which  he  afpired  ; and  is  that  power  whereby  he  is  made 
or  become  mighty  to  Five  us. 

Z).  Chrilt  had  no  kingdom , even  as  the  Lord  anointed,  till 
all  his  troubles  on  earth  were  gone  through.  Before  that 
period,  he  judged  no  man  ; for  he  had  no  judgment  com- 
mitted to  him,  nor  any  power  or  government  whatever, 
but  in  the  decree  and  promife  of  the  Father.  If  he  forgave 
fins,  it  was  only  declaratively , and  in  the  name  and  autho- 
rity of  God,  as  his  fupreme  confituenty  that  he  did  fo,  like 

fins  on  earth,  or  to  remit  the  temporal  penalties  of  them — But  after 
his  refurredtion  he  had  power  to  forgive  fins  in  heaven,  by  remitting 
to  finners  the  punifhment  due  to  their  fins  in  another  world,  or  de- 
livering them  from  the  wrath  to  come  (A.  We  are  now  to  fee  the 
fame  (calling  finners  to  repentance  and  rorgivenefs  of  fins  to  the  pe- 
nitent) conferred  on  them  by  Chrifl  him f elf,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
and  authority,  with  which  God  had  invefted  him,  as  the  reward  of 
his  confummate  obedience  [f') — mighty  to  fave.  The  acquifition  of 
this  power,  fo  beneficial  to  mankind,  was  the  end  of  a'l  the  pre- 
ceding fteps  of  his  humiliation  (g).  The  profpedt  of  his  becoming 
mighty  to  fave  by  doing  the  will  of  God,  muft  delight  the  heart  of 
generofity  itfelf ; and  this  was  the  reward  to  which  our  Saviour 
afpired”  '(h). 

D.  And  be  rejected  of  the  elders — “ allufion  to  P.  cxviii.  22.  till 
thefe  troubles  were  gone  through,  his  kingdom,  as  the  Lord’s  a- 
nointed  or  Chrift,  could  not  be  entered  upon ” (/).  The  Father  judg- 
eth  no  man — “ hereafter but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to 
the  Son — “ or  decreed  to  commmit”  (^).  As  I hear,  I judge — 
ii  or  fall  judge”  (/).  Jefus  knowing  that  the  Father  had  given 
all  things  into  his  hand — “ in  fure  decree  and  promife  the  govern- 
ment of  all,  comp.  M.  xxviii.  18.  A.  ii.  36.”  (w).  Thou  haft 
given  him  power  over  all  flefii — “ by  folemn  decree  and  promife ” («). 
Thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee — “ thy  fins  paft  are  moft  aflured- 
Iv  forgiven  thee,  in  the  name  and  authority  of  almighty  God, 
my  fupreme  confident ” (0).  The  Son  of  man  hath  power  on  earth 
to  forgive  fins  “ a divine  power — to  diilinguifh  from  that  which 
is  complete,  and  which  God  hath  referved  for  another  world ” (/>). 

(0  301.  (/)  194.  (g)  3**-  0&)  4i9- A (0  *28.  3-  (*)  II0-  3* 

(/)  III.  Ij.  («)  414.  (*)  439-  i°)  (/)  97-  *• 
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any  other  prophet.  Indeed  any  forgivenefs  of  fins  at  all 
granted  by  him,  was  but  partial  and  incomplete,  as  diftingui- 
lhed  from  that  which  God  hath  referved  for  another  world. 
His  power  and  kingdom  were  only  begun  in  his  refurreBion : " 
and  he  did  not  receive  the  inveftiture  of  them,  till  he  went 
to  heaven ; where,  and  nu*ere  only , he  was  anointed  Lord 
of  men  and  angels.  And  even  now  it  is  not  he,  but  the 
Father  who  is  Jupreme  judge  ; nor  does  his  dominion  extend 
to  all  things  abfolutely,  but  only  to  thofe  things  that  refpedl 
human  reltoration,  and  are  necefl'ary  to  human  happinefs  ; 
or  that  directly  pertain  to  the  falvation  of  mankind,  if  it  be 
not  reftridled  to  angels  in  heaven,  and  the  things  on  our 
earth. — Hence — t 

Until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God — “ to  begin  from  the  time 
of  Chrift’s  rejurrettion ” (<7)  to  receive  for  himfeif  a kingdom— 
u the  invejliture  of  a kingdom.  Hereby  heaven  is  held  out,  as  does 
the  nobleman  himfeif,  comp.  P.  ii.  8.  A . i.  6.  L.  xxv.  38.  This 
began  at  Chrift’s  refurrection”  (r).  The  place  where  the  Lord  lay 
— “ The  Lord  both  of  men  and  angels,  who  is  jujl  about  to  be  con- 
Jlituted fuch,  comp.  H.  i.  6.  1 C.  8.  6”  (j).  As  I hear,  I judge 
— — “ learn  from  him  who  is  foie  fupreme ” (/).  All  power  is  given 
to  me — u is  now  given  to  me  over  angels  in  heaven , and  every  thing 
on  earth ” («).  “ Thou  haft  delivered  all  things  ref  petting  human 

rejloration  and  happinefs  to  thy  Son”  (v).  And  hath  given  all 
things  into  his  hand — “ all  things  necejfary  for , human  happinefs  to 
be  communicated  and  ufed  at  pleafure,  M.  xi.  27”  (w).  All  things 
are  delivered  to  me — which  pertain  to  the  falvation  of  mankind” 

(*)• 

Contrast.  (#).  All  things  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father: 
and  no  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father  (/;).  The  Father 
loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand  (c).  The 
Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son  ; 
v and  hath  given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment  alfo,  becaufe  he 
is  the  Son  of  man  (V/).  When  he  bringeth  in  the  fir'll  begotten  in- 
to the  world , he  faith,  and  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worjhip  him. 
( e ).  Therefore  is  the  Son  of  man  Lord  alfo  of  the  Sabbath-day 

(?)  413*  i*.  (0  345- a,- 3-  (A  490-  5*  (0  in.  15*  00  506.  (w)  Fa. 
\V.  188.  (iu)  70.  20.  (x)  281. 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  Articles  XIV.  XVI.  XXX.  (5)  M.  xi.  27.  L.  x.  22, 
(0  J-  m*  55-  if)  J*  v.  21  — 27.  See  M.  xxi.  12.  m.  xi.  15.  j.  ii.  1.3 — 22. 
L.  viii,  26 — 36.  ix.  1.  x.  17.  j)  H.  i.  6.  comp.  L.  ii.  cj — 14,  M.  iv.  n* 
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Of  the  design  of  Chrift's  Miffion. 

Article  XXXIII.  M.  The  end  of  our  Lord's  million 
into  the  world,  was  not  in  any  part  of  it,  to  expiate  the 
guilt  of  men,  or  to  make  atonement  and  reconciliation  for 
their  iniquities  and  to  procure  their  falvation  in  the  way  of 
purchafe ; but  only  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom,  or 
reveal  the  will  of  God;  to  confirm  his  doctrine  by  proper 
evidences,  to  Jet  an  example  of  what  he  taught ; and  in  Ihort 
to  promote  the  falvation  of  penitent  fmners  in  the  mod  effec- 
tual manner,  whatever  fufferings  the  doing  fo  might  bring 
upon  him,  and  though  it  fhould  colt  him  his  life.  Or  in 

other  words,  it  was  not  to  make  peace  between  heaven  and 

% 

\ 

( /).  And  he  called  his  twelve  difciples  together, — and  gave  them 
power  and  authority  over  all  devils , and  to  cure  difeafes.  And  hfa 
fent  them  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  to  heal  the  lick  (g). 
Jesus  laid  to  the  fick  of  the  palfy,  fon  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins 
be  forgiven  thee  (/:).  1 have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty,  out 

of  the  folk  have  I railed  a chofen  one  (i).  Behold  a king  fhall  reign 
in  righteoufnefs — and  the  eyes  of  them  that  fee  fhall  not  be  dim 
(/■.)  All  power  is  given  to  me,  in  heaven,  and  in  earth  (l).  God 
alio  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  hath  given  him  a name,  which  is 
above  every  name:  that  at  the  name  of  Jelus  every  knee  fhould  bow, 
of  tilings  in  heaven,  and  things  on  earth , and  things  under  the  earth 
(w).  When  he  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
■places , far  above  all  principalities  and  powers,  and  might  and  do- 
minion, and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world  but 
alfo  that  which  is  to  come.  And  hath  put  all  things  under  his 
feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  church  («). 

Which  office  (of  mediator  and  furety)  he  took  not  to  himfelf, 
but  was  thereunto  called  by  his  Father:  who  put  all  power  and 
judgment  into  his  hand , and  gave  him  commandment  to  execute  the 
fame  (o). 

Illustration.  M.  “ The  dire  3 and  immediate  end  of  his  mif- 
fton  was  to  preach  the  gofpel — ut  fipr a. — This  was  the  will  of  God 
yyntli  regard  to  him,  and  the  work  which  he  had  given  him  to  do 

(/)  m.  ii.  27,  28.  (g)  L.  ix.  2—6.  x.  1— 16.  (t>)  IVL  ix.  2—$.  m.  ii.  3 

— 12.  L.  vii.  47 — 50.  comp.  i.  28.  xliii.  25.  xliv.  22:  (/)  Pf.  lxxxix.  19 

23.  If.  ix.  6.  Ixiii.  i — 6.  (i)  If.  xxxii.  i — 8.  comp.  M.  xiii.  11— 7.  J.  ix. 

39 — 41.  (/)  M.  xxviii.  18.  (m)  P.  ii-  9,  10.  I P.  iii.  22.  (*)  E.  i.  20 — 

23.  H.  ii.  6—9.  (0)  Conf.  viii.  3.  L.  C.  <^45-  54-  5^.  See  Conf.  ancf 

Cat.  on  Articles  above  mentioned. 
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in  the  way  of  removing  the  grounds'  of  difference,  by 
a propitiation  ; but  in  order  to  render  tne  overtures  of  peace, 
formed  on  a quite  different  and  oppofite  plan,  which  was  be- 
fore exhibited  *,  more  acceptable  and  fuccefsful — to  fo licit  our 
acceptance  of  them.  This,  accordingly,  was  the  whole  will 
of  God  concerning  him  : the  whole  work  given  him  to  do, 
and  in  which  he  was  ever  engaged.  And  to  it  he  was  not 
called,  nor  did  he  enter  upon  it,  till  he  was  fent  forth  from 
liis  obfeurity  at  Nazareth. 

T).  As  the  foie  end  of  our  Lord’s  being  fent  into  the  world, 
and  of  his  appearance  in  confequence  of  that  million,  was 
to  teach  and  govern  mankind  in  the  Father’s  name  ; fo  the 
whole  work  given  him  to  do,  for  glorifying  the  Father  and 


(a).  No  provocation  could  make  him  forget  for  a moment  the 
dignity  of  his  character  and  the  defign  of  his  million,  which  was — 
to  promote  the  falvation  of  humble  penitents  (/*).  In  order  to  render 
the  overtures  of  peace  the  more  acceptable  and  fuccefsful,  he  fent  the 
Son  of  his  love  clothed  with  ample  powers,  and  full  of  grace  and 
truth,  to  folicit  our  acceptance  of  them  (r).  Jefus  allumed  no  ho- 
nour to  himfelf  but  in  confequence  of  the  divine  vocation.  Though 
no  Itranger,  even  from  his  early  years,  to  the  great  work, he  was 
defined  for  on  earth,  he  did  not  haltily  or  prematurely  engage  in  it; 
but  remained  in  humble  obfeurity  at  Nazareth,  till  the  time  arriv- 
ed that  God  Ihould  fend  him  forth”  (<-/). 

D.  Whom  he  hath  fent — u to  teach  and  govern  mankind”  (ef 
I know  him  — “ perfectly  in  his  divine  will  and  counfels ,”  and  he  hath 
fent  me — u to  teach  in  his  name;”  lam  not  come  of  myfelf — to 
teach ” — he  that  fent  me  is  true — “ in  bearing  witnefs,  comp.  J.  iii. 
1 3.  vi.  62.  x.  36,  37”  (/).  I came  out  from  thee — “ as  commif* 
fioned  to  declare  thy  name  and  will ” (^  ).  He  hath  declaimed  him  — 
“ certainly  and  perfectly,  with  his  whole  mind  and  will,  concerning 
the  moral  conduit  and  behaviour  of  men”  (h).  He  fhall  (hew  judgment 
unto  the  Gentiles — “ by  public  and  clear  teaching ” (/).  I am  not  come 
— “ by  an  offer  of  pardon  upon  genuine  repentance ” to  deftroy  the  law 
and  prophets — “ but  by  that  very  means  among  others,  to  vindicate  and 
illufrate  (Z).  Th  n great  and  uniform  object  of  our  heavenly  teacher 
was  to  communicate— ut  fupra — (/).  I have  glorified  thee  on  the 

earth  — “ by  faithfully  publifhing  thy  doilrine and  have  finilhed — « 
“ next  to  finilhed  the  important  work  given  me  to  do”  (m).  My 
meat — “ my  molt  delicious  meat”  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that 

* See  Art.  XX!. 

Illus.  M.  (A, P.245.  (If  122.  0)  3 97-  U)  -47- Z).  0)  204. 

CO  *54-  U)  441-  (0  14*  0}  II 7-  0)  156.  0)256.1.  440. 
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faving  a perifhing  world,  was  a certain  perfeft  declaration  of 
God,  with  his  whole  mind  and  will  concerning  their  moral 
ccnduEl  \ or  a (hewing  judgment  to  them  by  public  and  clear 
teaching  ; particularly  to  offer  pardon  on  repentance , and  by 
that  means  vindicate  and  illuflrate  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
And  being  faithful  to  him  that  appointed  him,  this  clofe  and 
earnefl  teaching  was  his  delightful  and  only  employment. 
His  great  and  uniform  objeft  was  to  communicate  religious 
and  moral  inflruHion,  and  thereby  to  fancrify  the  hearts  of 
men.  Herein  he  afted  as  the  great  reconciler , and  began 
the  feryice  in  his  difeourfe  with  the  woman  of  Samaria. — 
Indeed — 

4 i 4 

fent  me — il  by  clofe  and  earnefl  leaching” — and  to  finifh  his  work— 
“ appointed  work  of  faving  a perifhing  world”  Give  me  to 

drink — “ he  offers  himfelf  to  converfe  without  being  afked.  Here 
he  begins  to  aft  as  the  reconciler.  Comp.  E.  ii.  24.  C.  i.  20.”  (0). 

Contrast.  But  Chrift  being  come  an  High  Priejloi  good  things 
to  come,  by  a greater  and  more  perfefl  tabernacle — by  his  own 
blood  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place;  having  obtained  eternal 
redemption  for  us — Now  once,  in  the  end  of  the.  world,  hath  he  ap- 
peared to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf  («).  God  fend- 
ing his  own  Son  in  the  likenefe  of  finful  flefh,  and  for  fin  f or  by  ft 
facrifice  for  fin,  margin)  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh  ( b ).  God  fent 
his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
him.  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins  (r).  Even  as  the 
Son  of  Man  came — to  mini/ber9  and  to  give  his  life  a ranfom  for 
many  (<r/).  I am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven. 
And  the  bread — is  my  flefh)  which  I will  give  for  the  life  of  the 
world  (r).  I am  come,  that  they  might  have  life — I am  the  good 
Shepherd,  and  the  good  Shepherd  layeth  down  his  life  for  the  fheep 
(/)•  Sacrifice  and  burnt-offerings,  and  offering  for  fin  thou  would- 
eft  not— then  faid  he,  Lo,  I come  to  do  thy  will , O God.  He  taketh 
away  the  firft,  that  he  may  dlablifli  the  fecond.  By  the  which  will 
we  are  fanflified,  through  the  offering  oj  the  body  of  Chrifl  once  for 

a*  (.?)• 

He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions;  he  was  bruifed  for  our 
iniquities;  the  chaff ement  of  .our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  by  his 

(„)  77.  (0)  73.  7.  See  Articles  XXIX.  XXX. 

Contr.  (<?)  H.  ix.  11.  26.  ( b ) R.  viii.  3.  ( c ) 1 J.  iv.  9,  10.  (A  M. 
xx.  28.  (0  J.  vi.  50,  51  • (/)  J-  x-  10,  11.  15.  17.  comp.  v.  18.  with 

xiv.  31.  lg)  H.  x.  3—10. 
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Of  our  Lord's  Preparations  for  Suffering. 

Article  XXXIV.  M.  Jefus  did  fuller  very  grievous  things 
in  the  lall  fcenes  of  his  life,  but  he  did  not  till  then  enter 
the  field  with  the  laft:  enemy.  And  when  the  great  combat 
approached,  either  it  had  been  fo  much  out  of  his  mind,  or 
he  felt  fuch  reluctances  to  engage  in  it,  or  he  had  been  ta- 
ken up  fo  much  with  other  things  unconnected  with  it,  or 
he  was  fo  convinced  of  the  difficulty  of  Handing  firm  in  the 
trial,  or  from  fome  other  namelefs  caufe,  he  was  fo  indifpo- 

flripes  we  are  healed  (/>).  Smite  the  Shepherd — and  I will  turn  my 
hand  upon  the  little  ones — -I  will  fay,  it  is  my  people,  and  they  fhali 
fay,  the  Lord  is  my  God  (/).  For  he  is  our  peace , having  abulifh- 
ed  in  his  fejh  the  enmity — -fo  making  peace;  and  that  he  might  recon- 
cile both  to  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs , having  fain  the  enmity 
thereby  (/. ) And  ( having  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs ) by 
him  to  reconcile  all  things  to  himfelf  (/).  Yet  now  hath  he  reconciled 
in  the  body  of  his  flelh  through  death  (/«).  When  we  were  enemies, 
we  were  reconciled  to  God , by  the  death  of  his  Son  (ft). 

It  pleafed  God,  in  his  eternal  purpofe,  to  chuie  and  ordain  the 
Lord  Jefus,  his  only  begotten  Son,  to  be  the  Mediator  between 
God  and  men,  the  Prophet,  Prief , and  King,  the  head  and  Saviour 
of  the  church* — This  office  the  Lord  Jefus  did  moll  willingly  under- 
take; which  that  he  might  dif charge , he  was  made  under  the  law.— 
The  Lord  Jefus,  by  his  perfeCt  obedience  and  j'acrifce  of  himfelf, 
which  he  through  the  eternal  Spirit  once  offered  to  God,  hath  fully 
fatisfed  the  jujlice  of  the  Father,  and  purchafed  not  only  reconcilia- 
tion, but  an  everlafting  inheritance  (0). 

Illustration.  Here,  (that  is,  in  the  garden,)  we  fee 

the  Son  of  God  aCtually  entered  the  field  again  It  the  laft  enemy  he 
had  to  deftroy,  and. preparing  himfelf  for  the  combat;  and  in  this 
preparatory  excrcife  are  Itrikingly  difplayed,  &c.  (a).  Our  Lord 
withdrew  from  the  city  by  night  to  a folitary  place,  to  take  a calm 
— ut  fupra — and  to  prepare  his  mind  for  bearing  them  in  a manner 
worthy  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  Father  (£).  He  repeated  it  a third, 
time,  always  with  increafing  marks  of  pain  and  grief,  though  with. 

(b)  If-  Ihi-  5-  (0  Zc.  xiii.  7.  9.  (4)  E.  ii.  14—17-  (0  C.  i.  *0.  (m)  C.  i. 
ai,  22.  («)  R.  v.  8.  10.  (0)  For  contrail  of  the  laji  proportion,  fee,  a- 

mong  °t})er  places,  Pr.  viii.  23.  If.  xlix.  1 — 6.  xlii.  6,  7.  1 P.  i.  10.  J.  i, 
ii.  iii.  iv.  compared.  See  alfo  Contrail,  Art.  XXIX.  XXXI.  XL.XLL 

Illvs.  M.  ( a ) P.  ij.  ( b ) 12. 
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fed  f6r  it,— — that  he  needed,  like  other  weak  and  finful  nuvi, 
to  make  laborious  and  painful  preparation  for  fuch  a dreadful 
event.  Particularly,  it  was  neceflary,  to  take,  in  retirement, 
a calm  and  ferious  view  of  the  awful  fufferings,  on  which  he 
was  about  to  enter,  in  order  to  form  his  mind  for  bearing 
them  in  worthy  manner.  And  the  perfecl  refignation  he 
at  length  attained,  did  not  proceed  from  abiding  unfhakea 
confcioufnefs  of  his  full  and  undoubted  ability  to  overcome, 
but  from  the  deliberate  and  jujl  reflection  made  in  the  courfc 
of  his  preparation. — Moreover — 

Of  the  INSTRUCTION  conveyed  by  the  Death  of  Chrift,  but 
of  its  not  being  mysterious. 

Article  XXXV.  M.  The  death  of  JefusChrift,  it  mufl 
he  acknowledged,  is  very  inJlniBive . For  though  there  may 
have  been  fome  event  or  events  in  the  world,  equally  fruit- 
ful of  pious  and  moral  inftrudtion,  as  the  crucifixion  of  our 

* perfect  refignation;  becaufe  it  was  not  the  effeft  of  rafttnefs,  but  of 
deliberate  and  juft  refection  ” (r). 

Contrast.  Wherefore, when  he  cometh  into  the  world,  he  faith, 
facrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldeft  not;  but  a body  haft  thou 
prepared  me  (<?).  Then  faid  I,  Lo,  I come;  in  the  volume  of  the 
book  it  is  written  of  me.  I delight  to  do  thy  willy  O my  God.  Yea, 
thy  law  is  in  my  heart  ( l ).  He  fhali  not  fail  nor  be  difeouragedy  till 
he  have  fet  judgment  in  the  earth  ( c ).  He  wakeneth  morning  by 
morning:  he  wakeneth  mine  ear  to  hear,  as  the  learned.  The  Lord 
hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I was  not  rebellious,  neither  turned  away 
back  (d).  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to 
fnifh  his  work  ( e ).  When  the  time  came,  that  he  fhould  be  received 
up,  he  ftedfaftly  fet  his  face  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem  (/).  I have  a 
baptifm  to  be  baptifed  with,  and  how  am  I ftraitened  till  it  be  ac- 
complished ( g)  ? Therefore,  when  he  was  gone  out,  Jefus  faid,  Now 
is  the  Son  of  Man  glorified ; and  God  is  glorified  in  him  (h).  The 
prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me . But  that  the 
world  may  know  that  I love  the  Father,  and  as  the  Father  hath 
given  me  commandment,  even  fo  I do . Arife,  let  us  go  hence  [i). 

(c)  17.  See  on  Art.  XV.  XVI. 

Contr.  (a)  H.  x.  5.  comp.  v.  8,  9.  ii.  10.  14.  P.  ii.  8.  Pv.  v.  19 — 2T. 
(b)  Pf.  xl.  7,  8.  comp.  Pr.  viii.  30,  31.  (*)  If.  xlii.  4.  (</)  If.  1.  4—9* 

( e ) J.  iv.  34.  L.  xiii.  32,  33.  J.  h.  4.  (/)  L.  ix.  51.  (g)  L.  xii.  JO. 

(I)  J.  xiii.  31—33.  (»)  J.  xiv.  3°>  3**  Sce  "'hole  chap,  with  xvi.  xvii. 


[ io$  ] 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  it  may  be  fubmitted  to  the  hiftorians  of 
our  own  age,  and  all  the  judicious  obfervers  of  human  na- 
ture, whether  any  event  ever  happened,  that  was  more  fruit- 
ful. In  particular,  though  ///;  may  elfewhere  be  as  ftrikingly 
exhibited,  it  is  no  where  more  ftrikingly  exhibited  than  in  his 
fufferings  ; infomuch  that  due  conviction  of  fin,  though  not 
certainly,  is  very  likely  to  be  wrought  by  a ferious  and  juft  con- 
fideration  of  them.  For  while  it  mult  be  owned,  that  fin  was 
not  thereby  tcjlified  againjl  and  condemned  in  Jo  ftrong  a man- 
ner, as  by  the  actual  puniftnnent  of  the  offenders,  it  certain- 
ly was  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  it  could  have  been  othernvife . 
And  though  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  great  Parent  of 

Illustration.  M.  u I may  humbly  fubmit  it — utfupra — whe- 
ther any  event  ever  happened  in  the  world  more  fruitful  of  pious 
and  moral  inftrucfion,  than  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord  Jefu^ 
Chrifi  (//).  There  are  certain  views  of  fin  better  adapted  than 
others  to  make  Tinners  forfake  it,  and  to  preferve  the  righteous 
from  committing  it;  and  thefe  views  arc  no  where  more  ftrikingly 
exhibited  than  in  the  fufferings  of  Chrifl. — And  this  conviction  is 
very  likely  to  be  wrought  by  a ferious  confideration  of  our  Saviour's 
death  (ZJ.  By  the  death  of  a fufferer  on  its  (Tin's)  account,  who 
was  fo  innocent  and  dear  to  God,  all  that  men  had  done,  or  fiiduld 
do  wickedly,  is  teftified  againft  and  condemned  on  the  part  of  hea- 
ven, in  the  ftrongeft  manner  that  could  be  done,  without  injuring 
punijlsment  on  the  actual  offenders  (r ) . What f ranger  proof  ■ could  he  have 
afforded  ( I mean  according  to  our  weak  conceptions , and  1 fhould  ra- 
ther fay,  what  fronger  proof  could  we  have  defired)  of  thefe  friend- 
ly difpofitions — ut  fupra  (d).  The  death  of  Jefus  Chrift — Some 
have  regarded  this  part  of  the  Chriftian  fcheme  as  altogether  myferi - 
ous  and  inexplicable. — The  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  fays  Dr.TilIot- 
ion,  is  fuch  a ftiimbling  block  as  is  very  hard  for  human  reafon  to 
get  over.  Now  I humbly  conceive  it  may  be  (hewn  that  tin's  is  not  fo 
great  a fumbling  block  as  the  worthy  prelate  apprehended"  (<?), 

Contrast.  Wherein  he  hath  abounded  towards  us  in  all  wif- 
dom  and  prudence  (a).  To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principali- 
ties and  powers  in  heaven , might  be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold 
wiflom  ofGod  (b).  The  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  fhould 
follow — which  things  the  angels  defre  to  look  into  (r).  They  ftiall  look 
upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  Jball  mourn  for  him,  as 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  io.  (f)  441,442.  (f)  449.  (V)  392.  0)l,2. 

Cont.  (a)  E.  i.  3.  0)  E.  hi.  10.  0)  1 P-  i-  II,  12.  fee  V.  iii.  8—10. 

I C.  ii.  2.  i.  24. 
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the  univerfe  might  have  given  us  as  ftrong  a proof  of  hia 
friendly  difpofition  in  our  behalf,  as  by  giving  up  his  only 
begotten  Son  to  the  death  for  us;  yet  it  is  no  prefumption, 
modeftly  to  enquire,  whether  he  could  have  afforded,  at  leaf 
according  to  our  weak  conceptions , a fronger  proof  of  this  ? 
Or  if  it  muff  be  brought  (till  lower,  whether  we  could  have 
defired  a (Longer  ? Still,  however,  his  death  was  fo  far  from 
being  altogether  myfterious,  that  it  may  be  {hewn,  it  is  not 
fuch  a {fumbling  block  as  is  very  hard  for  human  reafon  to 
get  over. — For — 

Of  the  Sufferings  and  Death  of  Chrifl  being  no  end  of  his 

mission,  nor  necessary  for  the  Salvation  of  Sinners, 

Article  XXXVI.  M%  To  fuffer  many  indignities  in  this 
world,  and  to  die  on  a crofs,  were  not  the  chief  and  ultimate 
ends  of  our  Saviour’s  million,  nor  any  direct  ends  of  it  at  ally 
but  only  incidental  calamities,  which  could  not  fail  to  come 

one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon  (r/).  Awakey  O fword,  againft  the 
man  that  is  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  holts  (e).  His  name 
fhall  be  called  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father. — 
Yet  it  plea  fed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him:  He  hath  put  him  to  grief — 
Thou  (halt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  (/).  If  they  do  thefe 
things  in  a green  tree,  what  fhall  be  done  in  the  dry  (g)  ? God 
so  loved  the  world , that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son , that  whofoever 
believeth  on  him  fliould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafling  life  (/>).  In 
this  was  manifefled  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  becaufe  that  God 
fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through 
-him.  Herein  is  love , not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  f ns  (i).  And  without 
controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godlinefs:  God  was  manifefl 
in  the  fleih,  & c (/’).  The  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that 
perifh,  foolijhnejs — we  preach  Chrifl  crucified y to  the  Jews  a fumbling 
block y and  to  the  Greeks  foolijhnefs  (/). 

Illustration.  M,  u To  fuffer — nt  fupra  (a).  This  is  the 
method,  in  which  therefore  we  ought  to  acquiefce;  and  he  has 
likewife  been  pleafed  to  difeover  to  us,  in  his  word,  many  reafons — 
why  this  method  was  preferable  to  any  other  ( b ).  Seeing  it  was 

(d)  Zc.  xii  10.  ( e ) Zc.  xiii.  7.  (/)  If.  ix.  16.  liii.  10.  (g)  I..  xxiii.  31. 

i’ee  R.  viii.  31.  1 C.  ii.  8.  R.  iii.  25,  26.  ( h ) J.  iii.  16.  (?)  1 J.  iv.  9,  10. 

comp,  iii.  16.  E.  ii.  4 — 7.  iii.  1 7.  19.  R.  v.  8.  (<6)  I T.  iii.  16.  (/)  I C.  i* 

18 — 23.  See  1 C.  ii.  2 — 7.  E.  i.  7 — 10.  vi.  19.  C.  ii.  2.  iv.  3. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  244.  ( b ) 316. 
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upon  him,  in  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  mijfiqn  faithfully, 
amid  it  an  evil  and  adulterous  generation.  God  has  been 
plea  fed,  indeed,  to  difeover,  in  his  word,  many  reafons  why 
this  method  of  the  futferings  and  death  of  his  Son  was  pre- 
ferable to  any  other,  for  com  pa  fling  the  ends  in  view:  And 
tho*  he  hail  not,  feeing  it  was  the  will  of  God,  we  may  fafely 
conclude,  though  we  law  no  other  reafon  for  it,  that  it  was 
the  way  of  all  others  moll  fit  and  proper , for  gaining  his  pur- 
pofes  towards  us.  For  it  fee  ms  reafonable  to  think,  the  eter- 
nal Father  would  have  fpared  his  dear  Son  the  pains  of  the 
crofs,  if  the  great  deflgns  of  his  mercy  towards  men  would 
have  been,  all  circumftances  confidered,  as  well  accomplifhed 
without  them.  But  his  fufferings  were  not  at  all  necejffkry , 
at  lead  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  falvation.  For  it  is  evi- 
dent, if  the  Jew's  had  dutifully  received  him,  he  would  not 
have  fuffered  at  their  hands  in  the  way  he  did;  and  yet  who 
will  fay,  he  would  thereby  have  been  prevented  from  being  a 
Saviour  to  them,  and  the  reft  of  mankind  ? Jefus  himfelf 

the  will  of  the  Father  lie  fhould  fubmit  to  it,  we  may  fafely — ut  fupra 
—for  bringing  about  the  end  in  view  (r).  Much  rather  furely 
would  the  eternal  Father — ut  fupra  (d).  Had  they  received  him 
with  the  refpedt  and  fubmifiion  due  to  the  Meflias,  as  they  ought 
to  have  done,  it  is  certain — ut  fupra  (e).  Jefus  himfelf  fuppofes 
his  being  faved  from  it — ut  fupra  (f)-  There  is  no  doubt  but~ut 
fupra  ( g).  His  own  predictions,  and  thofe  of  the  ancient  prophets 
might  be  — ut  fupra  ( h ).  Had  our  Redeemer  been  endowed  with 
the  fame  power  to  fave  us,  which  Jefus  Chrift  now  poffeffes,  but 
without  being  allied  to  us  by  the  fame  common  nature;  and  without 
previous  trial  of  our  infirmities  and  afflictions  the  cafe — ut  fupra — 
but  it  would  have  been  very  different  in  refpedt  of  prefent  confo- 
lation”  (/). 

D.  How  then  fliall  the  feripture — “ This  (the  cup  of  death) 
without  doubt  was  the  fittejl  mean  to  fave  mankind”  (/•).  This  {hall 
not  be  done  linto  thee — “ He  vviihed  his  Lord  to  avoid  death, 
knowing  it  was  in  his  power”  (/).  Ought  not  Chrift — “ according 

to  their  various  and  dijlintt  oracles”  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things 

“ unjuft  and  cruel  things  at  the  hand  of  his  enemies.  What  was 
difficulty  the  Jews  expreffed  by  an  impoflibility,  M.  xxvi.  39.  m.  xiv. 

35-”  (”)• 
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fuppofes  tli at  liis  exemption  from  death  was  not  abfolutely 
inconfiftent  with  the  falvation  of  men.  Nav,  there  is  not 
the  fmallefi  doubt,  but  almighty  God  could  have  found  out 
other  methods  of  faving  us,  without  the  bloody  portion  of  his 
dear  and  only  Son.  It  was  not  even  neceiVary  from  his  own 
predictions , and  thofe  of  the  ancient  prophets ; becaufe  thefe 
might  be  conditional , though  exprefled  in  abfolute  terms. 
We  may  go  a ftep  farther,  and  affirm,  that  though  our  Re- 
deemer had  not  been  allied  to  us  by  the  fame  common  na- 
ture, and  never  had  any  previous  trial  of  our  infirmities  and 
afflictions,  yet  had  he  been  endowed  with  the  fame  power 
to  fave  us,  which  Jefus  Chrift  now  poflefles,  (and  that  is  a 
very  eafy  fuppofition)  the  cafe  might  have  been  the  fame  that 
it  is,  as  to  th z final  accompliffiment  of  our  hopes,  only  with 
an  abatement  in  refpetT  of  our  prefent  confolation. 

D.  The  death  of  Chrift  was,  without  doubt,  the  fittefi  of 
all  means  to  fave  mankind ; yet  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
avoided  it : nor  was  it  at  all  necefifary , unlefs  to  fulfil  the  va^ 

Contrast.  ( a ) Father,  fave  me  from  this  hour.  But  for  this 
caufe  came  I unto  this  hour  (£).  / lay  down  my  life , that  I might 

take  it  again;  this  commandment  have  I received  of  my  Father  (c). 
The  precious  blood  of  Chrift — who  verily  was  fore-ordained  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world , but  was  manifeft  in  thefe  laft  times,  for 
you  (<:/).  We  fee  Jefus,  who  was  made  a little  lower  (or  a little  while 
lower)  than  the  angels  for  the  fiffering  of  death— that  he,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  fhould  tajle  death  for  every  man — he  alfo  himfelf  took 
part  of  the  fame,  that  through  death  he  might  deftroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil  (<?).  ft  became  him,  for  whom 
are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  tilings — to  make  the  Captain  of 
their  falvation  perfctl  through  / offerings  {/)>  Whom  God  hath  Jet 
forth  to  be  a propitiation , through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
righteoufnefs  for  the  retniftion  of  fins;  To  declare,  I lay,  at  this  time , 
his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that 
believeth  on  Jefus  (^).  Every  high  prieft— -is  ordained  to  offer 
gifts  and  facrifices.  Wherefore,  it  is  of  necessity,  that  this 
man  have  fomewhat  alfo  to  offer  ( h ).  And  for  this  caufe,  he  is  the 
Mediator  of  the  new  teftament,  that  by  means  of  death , for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  tranfgrcjjions  under  the  firft  teftament,  they  which  are  cal- 

Cont.  (a)  Seefirft  feriptures  on  Art.  XXXIII.  particularly  H.  ix.  n. 
0,6.  R.  viii.  3.  ij.  iv.  10.  M.  xx.  28.  (£)  J.  xii.  27.  (e)  J.  x.  16,  17. 

(</)  I P.  i.  19,  20.  (e)  H.  ii.  9.  14*  (/)  H.  ii.  IQ.  (,§■)  R.  iii.  25,  2$. 

(6)  H.  viii,  3.  comp.  i.  3.  vii,  27,  x.  5 — 14. 
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rious  oracles  of  fcripture  concerning  if  ; if  indeed  the  vera- 
city of  tliefe  required  his  paffion.  The  palling  of  that  cup 
from  him,  might,  all  things  conlidered,  have  been  difficult, 
but  was  not  impoffible. — Again — 


Oj ' the  Co  m ?,t  e n c e m E n t cf  our  Lord's  Suffering's , his  Soul 


net  being  the  SUBJECT  of  them , and  of  their  1 ER  M 1 N A- 
TION. 


Article  XXXVII.  M.  Our  Lord's  fufferings,  at  leaf! 
every  thing  del'erving  that  name,  commenced  or.  his  appre- 
henfton  by  the  Jews.  And  when  they  preffed  hardeft  upon 
him,  fo  far  were  the  fuff e rings  of  his  foul  from  being  the  hea- 
viclt  and  molt  exquilite  part  of  his  fufferings,  that  it  can- 
not be  admitted  he  fuffered  in  his  foul  at  all ; at  lead  after 
what  took  place  in  the  garden.  Much  to  be  fure  he  en- 
dured, pains  and  torments , excruciating  pains , and  agonies , 
mortal  pains  and  tortures  : But  Hill  they  confided  only  in  the 
giving  up  of  worldly  inter efts , and  worldly  pains  and  f arrows . 


led  might  receive  the  promife  of  eternal  inheritance.  For  where  a 
teftament  (or  a covenant;  for  it  is  all  one  in  this  argument)  there 
must  also  of  necessity,  be  the  death  of  the  teftator.  For  a 
teftament  is  of  force  after  men  are  dead:  otherwife  it  is  of  no  force* 
at  all , whiljl  thetejlator  liveth — and  without  f jedding  of  blood  there  is 
no  remiffwn.  It  was  therefore  necessary,  that  the  patterns  of 
things  in  the  heavens  fhould  be  purified  with  thefe  : but  the  hea- 
venly things  tljemfelves  with  better  ficrifees  than  thefe  (/).  This  that 
is  written  muf  be  accompltjhed  in  me,  and  he  was  recloned  amongf  the 
tranfgreffors.  For  the  things  concerning  me  have  an  end  (i).  O fools, 
and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  fpoken  ! ought 
not  Chrijl  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things  (/).  In  all  things  it  behoved 
him  to  be  made  lile  to  his  brethren , that  he  might  be  a merciful  and  a 
faithful  high  Prieft  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  male  reconci- 
liation for  the  fins  pf  the  people  (w). 


Illustration.  M.  “ If  lie  feemed  (in  the  garden)  to  betray 
any  marks  of  human  weaknefs  in  the  near  profpeh  and  contemplation 
of  his  fufferings,  it  is  certain  he  difeovered  nothing  of  that  kind 
when  adtually  engaged  in  them  ( a ).  The  rude  populace  may  have 


(0  H.  ix.  15 — 23.  See  alfo  m.  viii. 
(1;  L.  xxii.  37.  (/)  L.  xxiv.  25 — 27. 

iv.  27,  28.  (,v:)  II.  ii.  16,  17. 

lu-ns.  M,  (47)  K 44. 


31.  ix.  12.  J.  iii.  14.  xii.  23,  24. 
M.  xxvi,  $4.  m.  xiv.  49.  A.  ii.  23. 
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I hough  exquifite  in  their  kind,  and  increafing,  they  were 
wholly  reft  rifted  to  his  body;  or  if  they  reached  his  mind, 
only  as  connefted  with  a body  fo  cruelly  tortured,  and  pre- 
vailed only  to  the  dellruftion  of  his  fifthly  part.  Thus  they 
were  but  fomeiuhat  more  than  the  common  calamities  that 
fifth  is  heir  to;  fufFerings,  which  in  the  general  fum  and  a - 
mount  of  them,  were  a little  more  bitter  than  thofe  of  ordi- 
nary martyrs.  All  of  them  were  to  all  intents  finifhed  a 
confiderable  time  before  his  death : For,  after  what  he  had 
previoufly  borne,  the  giving  him  the  vinegar  was  the  only 
thing  that  remained  to  complete  the  fufferings  of  the  Mef- 
fias.  On  the  reception  of  this,  prior  to,  and  independent 
of  his  giving  up  the  gholl,  his  mind  was  fully  at  eafe,  and 
his  labours  finifhed . 


the  bafenefs  to  infult  an  innocent  fufferer  amidft  excruciating  and 
mortal  agonies ; but  furely — ( b ) — his  wifh,  that  a period  might  be 
put  to  his  mortal  tortures  (c).  God  permits,  yea,  appoints  the  deareft 
objeft  of  his  love  to  endure  mortal  pains  and  agonies , on  purpofe  to 
recover  you  fl).  To  promote  our  true  and  everlaftin^  happinefs, 
what  prefcnt  intercjl  did  he  not  give  up?  what  pains  ar,d  forrows 
of  the  world  did  he  decline  (f)?  Exquifite  and  increafing  pains  of 
body — are  not  able  to  prevent  his  confulting  the  temporal  welfare 
of  thofe  who  were  deareft  to  him  (/)•  No  circumftance  of  out- 
ward diftrefs  could  make  him  lofe  fight  of  his  high  charafter  and 
million  as  the  Mefiiah  (^).  God  was  pleafed  to  fhorten  the  dura- 
tion of  his  pains , and  to  relieve  him  from  the  torments  of  the  crofsy 
fooner  than  the  ftrength  of  nature  gave  reafon  to  expeft  (Z>).  The 
viftory  of  our  Lord  was  complete,  but  it  was  not  an  eafy  and  blood- 
lefs  one;  it  coft  him  the  deftruftion  of  his  body  or  jlejhly  part.  But 
while  he  loft  that — (z).  He  declined  not  to  make  his  chofen  fa- 

vourite a man  of  forrows,  expofing  him  to  more  than  the  common 
calamities , that  flefh  is  heir  to  (i).  His  fufferings  in  general  were 
more  bitter  than  theirs  father  martyrs,)  (/).  And  this  f giving  him 
the  vinegar,)  was  the  only  thing  that  remained  to  complete  the  fuf- 
ferings of  the  Mefiiah  (77?).  It  is  finifhed— his  mind  was  now  at 
cafe,  his  labours  ended , his  deliverance  and  reward  at  hand.  All 
tilings  foretold  by  the  ancient  prophets,  concerning  the  humilia- 
tions and  fufferings  of  the  Mefiiah,  had  now  received  their  accom- 
plifhment,’  (7;). 

D.  “ Though  God  had  wife  reafans  for  not  reffraining  thofe 
who  afflifted  our  Lord,  yet  he  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  heigh- 


(6)  P.  162. 


(c)  179.  (i)  404.  (?)  4II.  (/)  i;6. 
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7).  The  fufferings  of  Chrift  were  no  way  heightened  a- 
bo vc  the  natural  courfe  of  fuch  things,  in  fimilar  cafes  *,  io 
that  no  more  was  neceffary  to  bear  the  worjl  of  them,  than 
the  united  ftrength  of  human  patience , fortitude , and  faith . 

Of  ChriJVs  not  bearing  the  Wrath  of  God. 

Article  XXXVIII.  M.  Though  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  our  Lord  experienced,  in  the  garden,  a diminution  of 
the  fenfible  confolations  of  the  Father's  love,  through  the 

tened  above  their  natural  courfe ” (0).  He  would  not  drink— <£  but 
rather  bear  the  worf  of  his  fufferings  by  the  united  ftrength  of  pa- 
tience, fortitude,  and  faith”  (y>). 

Contrast.  ( a ) But  I am  a worm  and  no  man , a reproach  of  men , 
and  defpifed  of  the  people  (b).  Many  were  aftonied  at  thee  fhis 
vifage  was  more  marred  than  any  man  s,  and  his  form  more  than  the 
fans  of  men  (c ).  He  is  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men:  a man  of  for  rows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief.  And  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from 
him:  he  was  defpifed,  and  we  efteemed  him  not  (7).  Now  is  my 
fold  troubled , and  what  fhall  I fay  (<?)?  He  began  to  be  forrowful 
and  very  heavy.  Then  faith  he  unto  them,  My  fold  is  exceeding 
sorrowful,  even  unto  death  (/).  He  began  to  be  sore  ama- 
zed, and  to  be  very  heavy  (g).  And  being  in  an  agony,  he 
prayed  more  earneftly.  And  his  fweat  was,  as  it  were,  great  drops 
of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground  (Z>).  My  God,  my  God,  why 
haft  thou  forfaken  me?  why  art  thou  fo  far  from  helping  me,  and 
from  the  words  of  my  roring?  O my  God,  I cry  in  the  day-time, 
but  thou  heareft  not:  and  in  the  night  feafon,  and  am  not  ftlent  (i). 
When  thou  (halt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin , he  fhall  fee  his 
feed — He  fhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul  (i).  He  humbled  him- 
felf,  became  obedient  to  death , even  the  death  of  the  crofs  (/).  He 
(hall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  ltrong,  becaufe  he  poured  out  his  foul  unto 
death  (m). 

This  office  the  Lord  Jefus  did  moft  willingly  undertake:  'which, 
that  he  might  difeharge,  he  was  made  under  the  law — endured  most 
grievous  torments  immediately  in  his  soul,  and  moft  painful 
fufferings  in  his  body  («). 

D.  P.  (0)  447.  1.  ( p ) 468.  See  following  article. 

Contr.  (a)  See L.  ii.  7.  M.  ii.  13, 14.  iv.  1 — ir.  viii.  20.  J.  viii.  48.  M. 
xi.  19.  xii.  24.  J.  vii.  19,  20.  L.  iv.  28,  29.  J.  vii.  1.  m.  iii.  5.  J.  xi.  33.  H. 
iv.  15.  (£)  Pf.  xxii.  6.  (c)  If.  Iii.  14.  (d)  If.  liii.  3.  (,)  J.  xii.  27.  xiii. 

21.  (/)  M.  xxviii.  37,  38.  (g)  m.  xiv.  33,  34.  (£)  L.  xxii.  24.  Pf.  xxii*. 

M>  15*  (0  Pf.  xxii.  1,  2.  comp.  M.  xxvii.  46.  (i)  If.  liii.  10,  11.  (!)  p. 

ii.  8.  (w)  If.  liii.  12.  («)  Conf.  viii.  4.  See  00  next  article. 
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great  preffure  of  his  griefs  and  fears,  which  for  a while  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  attend  to  fucli  confolations ; yet  even  in 
the  depth  af  his  agony  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  fuller- 
ing under  divine  indignation ; nor  was  there  any  reafon  why 
he  fhould.  For  as  the  diftinclion  between  Jefus  Ohrid  con- 
fidered  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  the  Surety  of  guilty  men  } 
as  fulfilling  the  Father’s  will,  and  as  loaded  with  the  crimes 
of  his  people,  cannot  be  admitted,  as  having  no  foundation 
in  fcripture,  fo  neither  in  the  garden  nor  on  the  crofs  was 
he,  in  any  eonfideration,  the  object  of  the  Father’s  wrath ; 
and  therefore  could  have  no  fecret  torments  infliCled  by  God 
on  his  foul.  He  had  not  the  fmalleft  fen/e  of  his  difpleafure , 
nor  any  the  lead  experience  of  his  •withdrawing  his  counte- 
nance from  him.  In  the  moil  grievous  moments,  there  was 
{fill  left  him,  though  for  the  reafon  now  affigned,  in  a lefs 
degree  than  formerly,  as  his  furviring  confolation,  a deep, 
abiding,  refrefhing,  and  ftrengthening  fenfe  of  his  Father’s 
love.  To  believe  and  affirm  the  contrary  is  injurious  to  the 
characler  ofGody  and  not  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  hijlory . 

Illustration.  M.  ic  Jefus,  no  doubt,  experienced  at  this  time 
a' diminution — ut  fupra  ( a ).  He  did  not,  in  the  depth  of  his  ago- 
rg— ut  fupra  (b ).  He  was  not  now,  (in  the  garden)  any  more 
than  at  other  times,  the  objeCt  of  his  Father’s  wrath  (r).  This 
prayer  (if  it  be  poffible,  dec.)  betrays  no  didruft  of  God,  or  fenfe 
of  his  dfpleafure  (d).  They  now  endeavour  to  rob  him  (on  the 
crofs)  of  the  only  confolation  which  was  left  him,  the  ferfe  of  his 
Father's  love  (e).  We  have  faid  nothing  of  God’s  withdrawing  his 
countenance  from  him,  or  inflicting  fecret  torments  on  his  foul,  becaufe 
that  feems  injurious — utfvpra(f).  “ My  foul  is  forrowful,” — as  if  our 
Lord  had  faid,  I am  agitated — ut  fupra  ( g ).  Others,  with  more  rea- 
fon, as  I apprehend,  confider  this  exclamation  of  the  holy  Jefus  as 
a fervent — ut  fupra.  They  are  rather  to  be  taken  as  an  earnejl — ut 
fupra — that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  look  on  his  afflictions,  as  he 
had  done  on  his  fmcere  fervants  in  former  ages,  and  bring  them  to 
a fpeedy  conchfion  (/>).  The  differing  character  of  the  Meffiah,  as 
described  by  the  propheta,  had  nearly  received  its  accomplifhments; 
he,  therefore,  in  the  words  of  David,  intimates  his  wifi — ut fupra  ( /). 

D.  Ought  not  Chrift  to  have  fuffered — “ thefe  unjufl  and  cruel 
things  at  the  hand  of  his  enemies ” (k).  My  God — “ or  for  how 

illits.  m.  (a)  p.  33-  (!>)  34-  (0  1 (<0  is-  (0  163-  (/) 
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Wc  know  indeed^  that,  in  the  garden,  lie  faid,  i(  my  fou 
is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death and  that  on  the 
crofs  he  exclaimed,  u my  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  for- 
faken  me.”  Rut  he  meant  no  more  by  the  former , than  that 
from  fuch  caufes  as  were  before  pointed  out  *,  he  was  fo 
agitated  with  mortal  farrows , as  to  feel  fomething  like  the 
pangs  of  diffolut'ton ; nor  by  the  latter , than  a fervent  addrefs 
to  God  for  an  end  of  his  excruciating  pains , or  an  carneft  and 
affectionate  [application  to  his  gracious  God,  to  look , as  in  fi- 
milar  cafes  of  his  fervants,  on  his  afflictions,  and  bring  them 
to  a fpeed\  conclufion ; or  an  ardent  wiff,  that  a period  might 
be  put  to  his  mortal  tortures , as  the  fuffering  charadler  of  the 
Meftiah  had  nearly  received  its  accompiifhment. 

D.  The  fuffe rings  of  Chrift  were  at  all  hands  cruel  and 
unjujl . He  was  not  aftlidted  of  God,  but  of  his  enemies . 
His  cry,  “ my  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me,” 
imported  no  more  than  a requefl  to  be  difmijfed  from  fevere 
f offerings , and  of  leave  from  his  Father  to  refgn  his  fpirit . — 
For— 

long  a time?  Let  me  now  be  difmifed  from  any  more  fevere  fuffer- 
ing. Give  me  thy  good  leave,  O Father!  to  refgn  my  fpirit”  f). 

Contrast,  (a)  Innumerable  evil 9 have  compaffed  me:  mine  ini- 
quities have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I am  not  able  to  look  up: 
they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head;  therefore  my  heart  faileth 
me  ( b ).  He  had  done  no  violence  ; neither  was  any  deceit  in  his 
mouth:  Tet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him:  He  hath 

put  him  to  grief  (e).  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son , but  gave  him 
up  to  the  death  for  us  ail  (d[  It  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  hook  of  the  law,  to 
do  them — Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
being  made  a curse  for  us  (cj. 

Chrift  humbled  himfelf,  in  his  life , by  fubjefting  himfelf  to  the 
law,  which  he  perfectly  fulfilled;  and  by  conflidling  with  the  indig- 
nities of  the  world , temptations  of  Satan , and  infirmities  of  the  flefh, 
whether  common  to  the  nature  of  men,  or  particularly  accompany- 
ing that  his  low  condition.  Chrift  humbled  himfelf  in  his  death 

* See  Art.  XVI. 

(/)  473.  4.  See  preceding  Article,  and  following  ones. 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  the  foregoing  Article,  as  alfo,  Zc.  xiii.  7.  (b)  Pf.  xl. 

12.  comp.  v.  6— 8.  undid,  x.  5 — ic.  (c)  If.  liii.  10.  lii.  14.  (a)  R.  viii  32. 

( e ) G.  iii.  10.  13. 
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Of  there  being  no  imputation  of  the  fins  of  men  to  Jesus 

Christ,  his  fufferings  not  being  vicarious,  and  no 

PUNISHMENT  being  inflicted  on  him. 

Article  XXXIX.  M It  is  not  true,  that  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  Chrifl  were  of  a vicarious  nature.  He  was  not  fub- 
Jiituted  in  the  law-place  of  any ; nor  did  he  bear  any  part 
of  the  punijhment  due  to  their  crimes.  We  may  grant  that 
his  fufferings  and  death  were  accomplifhed  on  account  of 
men  and  for  their  benefit;  that  is,  they  were  defigned  and 
adapted  to  promote  the  good  of  others ; but  were  by  no 
means  endured  in  their  room . For  as  he  had  no  fin  of  his 
own,  fo  there  was  no  tranflation  or  imputation  of  the  fins  of 
others  to  him,  as  the  moral  caufe  of  his  fufferings.  And 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  afhidfion  accordingly,  there  was 
no  refpedl  whatever  to  guilt  charged  upon  him  ; confequent- 
ly  no  punifhment  of  any  kind,  was  inflicted  of  intended  in 

in  that — having  alfo  conflicted  with  the  terrors  of  death,  and  the 
powers  of  darknefs,  felt  and  born  the  wrath  of  God,  he  laid 
down  his  foul  an  offering  for  fm.  It  was  requifite  the  Mediator 
Ihould  be  God,  that  he  might  fuftain  and  keep  the  human  nature 
from  finking  under  the  inf nit e wrath  of  God,  and  power  of  death  (/). 
ChrifFs  humiliation  confiffeth  in  his  being  born , and  that  in  a low 
condition,  made  under  the  law,  undergoing  the  miferies  of  this  life, 
the  wrath  of  God,  the  curfed  death  of  the  crofs  — (^). 

Illustration.  M.  “ When  Chriil  is  faid  to  have  buffered 
and  died  for  us,  it  has  been  made  a queflion,  what  is  the  precife 
import  of  the  word  for?  Does  it  mean  on  account  of  or  infead  of? 
Now  it  is  certain  the  former  nufl  be  meant  in  every  paffage,  where 
this  matter  is  fpoken  of;  For  all  agree  that  whatever  Chrifl:  did 
and  fuffered  was  on  our  account  or  for  our  benefit  («).  His  fuf- 
ferings were  altogether  unmerited  on  his  part,  but  defigned  and  a- 
dapted  to  promote  the  good  of  others.  Thole  fufferings  in  this 
world  only  are  punifhments,  where  fin  is  the  natural  or  moral  caufe 
of  them  (r).  — He  being  without  fin  himfelf.  For  there  may  be 
fuffering  where  there  is  no  guilty  and  confequently  no  punijhmen 
intended  [d  ).  It  hath  not  been  uncommon  among  Chriflians,  to 

(/)  L.  C.  (^38.  48,  49.  (g)  S.  C.  Q.  27.  See  following  Articles. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  419.  (t)  382.  (c)  164.  where  lie  applies  this 

ffrange  remark  to  our  Saviour.  (</)  447. 
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it.  In  fact  it  was  not  fin  in  any  view,  but  the  poverty  anti 
affliction  of  his  life  that  was  the  principal  catlfe  of  his  death  ; 
and  all  his  troubles  fir  ft  and  lad,  were  defigned  merely  for 
the  trial , exercij ey  and  improvement  of  his  own  virtues , to 
give  the  world  a eminent  example  of  goodnefs  than  as 
yet  they  had  feen,  and  to  prepare  him  for  higher  honours  and 
rewards  in  a future  life;  which  reafons  are  every  way 
cient  to  juftify  the  rectitude  of  the  divine  government,  in  af- 
figning  him  fo  large  a portion  of  them. 

The  feriptures  indeed  teach,  that  Chrift fujfered ' for  our fins , 
that  he  was  made  fin  for  us>  that  he  bore  our  fnsy  and  was 
made  a curfe  for  us.  But  no  more  is  intended  by  th o firf 
phrafe,  than  that  he  died  by  occafon  of  fin;  or  if  we  allow  that 
it  was  on  account  of  fin,  it  means  that  God  ordained  him  to 
oppofe  himjelf  to  the  iniquities  of  men,  to  fop  the  progrefs  of fin 

reprefent  the  Father  of  all  as  adting  even  in  the  gofpel  of  his  grace, 
according  to  the  rules  of  rigorous  ^nd  inflexible  juftice — who 
would  never  have  fhewn  them  (the  human  race)  the  leaft  favour, 
till  this  inteiceflor  had  confented  to  fufer,  and  had  fujfered  in  rea- 
lity, all  the  punifhment  that  was  due  to  the  molt  impenitent  ( e ).  I 
acquaint  you  (faid  Governor  Glen  to  the  Indian , who  fuppofed  the 
punifhment  of  an  innocent  uncle  would  be  fuftained  for  the  guilty 
nephew)  that  nothing  will  be  deemed  as  fatisfadlion  for  the  lives  of 
our  people,  but  the  lives  of  thofe  perfons  themfelves  who  fhall  be 
guilty  of  the  murder.  Now  whether  the  Britifj  Governor  or  the 
Indian  Chief  was  in  the  right,  the  reader  will  judge  (/).  The 
life  of  poverty  and  affliction  which  led  to  it  (Chrift’s  death)  — which 
was  in  ejfelt  the  principal  caufe  of  it;  fince,  if  Jefus  had  appeared  in 
the  power  and  fplendour  of  an  earthly  monarch,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  the  Jews  would  have  embraced  him  as  the  Meffiah,  and  would 
never  have  fought  his  crucifixion  (g).  But  it  (the  evil  of  fin) 
appears  greater,  when  an  innocent  and  righteous  perfon  fuffers 
cruelly  by  means  of  it,  and  on  its  account — God  ordained  his  Son  to 
oppofe — ut  fup r a (/>).  He  fuffered  fo  much  by  occafon  of  fin,  to 
bring  tinners  to  repentance  (/).  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 
greflions — It  was  with  a view  to  tale  away  our  fins  or  fjiritual  ma- 
ladies y and  defray  them, — that  Chrift  died  on  the  crofs.  v He  was 

( t ) 401,  402,  where  he  reprefents  fuch  thoughts  “ as  injurious  to  the 
greatefl  and  belt  of  Beings,  the  God  of  grace  and  eonfoiation.”  (f)  339, 
340.  This  ftorv  he  introduces  to  expefe  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  Chriit’s 
fubjVitution , and  confcquent  punifhment  forguiity  men.  (g)  371.  For  the 
iafi  propolition  fee  quot.  from  P.  516,  517,  011  Art.  IV.  (i)  447,  448-, 
449* 
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among  them  at  the  expence  of  his  life.  The  fecond  means  on- 
ly, that  in  him  fpotlefs  innocence  was  given  up  to  he  treated 
like  fin  itfelf  though  without  any  crime  being  laid  to  his 
charge.  The  third  fignifies  no  more  than  that  he  bore  away 
our  fins,  like  the  fcape  goat  under  the  law  ; or  that  he 
freed  men  from  the  confequences  of  their  fins,  without  thefe 
being  any  way  laid  upon  him  as  a burden.  And  the  lajl 
points  us  to  the  kind  of  his  death  as  the  only  reafon  of  it : 
For  being  hung  on  a tree,  he  appeared  to  the  Jews  as  an  ob- 
ject of  horror  and  execration. 

D.  Jefus  Chriil  did  not  fuffer  and  die  in  the  room  and 
Jlead  of  any,  but  (imply  for  their  fakes  or  for  their  benefit. 
He  did  not  bear  our  fins  in  the  guilt  of  them,  but  only  our 
ficknefeSy  the  fruits  of  fin,  in  the  way  of  removing  them. — 
For- 

made  fin  for  us — In  him  fpotlefs  innocence  was  treated  like  fin  itfelf. 
(.£).  (Thus)  it  was  not  only  by  means  of  fin  that  Chrift  fuiTered, 
but  on  account  of  the  fins  of  men  (/).  There  are  two  different 
fenfes  of  bearing  fin  in  fcripture.  One  is,  when  the  guilty  perfon 
fuffers  the  punifhment  due  to  his  fin — the  other  is,  when  the  fin  of 
the  guilty  perfon  is  carried  away ; as  the  fcape  goat  bare  the  ini- 
quities of  the  people,  and  as  Chrif  bare  our  fins  If.  liii.  4.  M.  viii. 
17.  fee  alfo  H.  ix.  28  (w).  Being  made  a curfe  for  us; — that  is 
having  fuiTered  death  on  the  crofs — becaufe  the  law  fays  curfed,  &c. 
And  truly  in  his  cruel  death  on  the  crofs  Jefus  appeared — ut  fipra” 
(n). 

D. — Prophefied  that  Jefus  fhould  die— — “ prophefied  without 
his  own  knowledge,  that  Jefus  fhould  die  for  the  beneft  of  that  na- 
tion” (0).  Himfelf  took  our  infirmities,  and  bare  our  fickneffes 
— “ hare  away  the  burden — 1 P.  ii.  24.  H.  ix.  12.  As  he  remov- 
ed bodily  infirmities  and  dileafes;  fo,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  and 
gofpel , — would  he  remove  the  moral  diforders  of  the  mind,  comp. 
R.  xv.  1.  G.  vi.  2”  ( p). 

Contrast.  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a woman,  made 
under  the  law , to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law  {a).  Their 
Governor  fhall  proceed  from  the  midfl  of  themfelves;  and  I will 
caufe  him  to  draw  near,  and  he  fhall  approach  unto  me  ; for  who 
is  this  that  engageth  his  heart  to  approach  unto  me , faith  the  Lord: 


(i)  447.  (/)  446.  («)  504-  («)  357' — -£.—(*)  337*  (/>)  86.  5.  6. 

See  following  Articles. 

Contr.  (a)  G.  iv.  4,  c. 
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of  the  Death  of  ChriJl  not  being  an  EXPIATOR  y,  atoning 
Sacrifice,  arid  of  the  proper  Nature  of  his  Sacrifice . 

Article  XL.  M.  It  is  very  queftio  liable,  whether  the 
facriftces  under  the  old  difpenfation  were  offered  byway  of 
cowpenfation  for  the  forfeited  life  of  the  offender,  or  rather 
it  is  certain  they  were  not.  Neither  is  the  death  of  Chriit 


(b).  By  fo  much  was  Jefus  made  the  surety  of  a better  tefta- 
ment  (c).  When  we  were  yet  without  ftrength,  in  due  time 
Christ  died  fur  the  ungodly.  For  fcarcely  for  a righteons  man 
will  one  die:  vet  peradventure  for  a good  man  fome  would  even 
dare  to  die.  But  God  commended  his  love  towards  us,  in  that 
while  we  were  yet  tinners,  Christ  died  for  qs  (d).  Chviff  alio 
hath  fuffered  for  fins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might 
bring  us  to  God  (e).  The  Ford  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities 
of  us  all  (/)•  He  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us , who  knew  no  fin 
(g).  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgrejfons : he  was  bruifed  for 
our  iniquities:  the  chaflifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him  — For  the 
tranfgrejfions  of  my  people  was  he  Jlrich  n . Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
griefs,  and  carried  our  forrows — He  fhall  bear  their  iniquities — he 
was  numbered  with  the  tranfgreffors,  and  bare  the  Jins  of  many 
Christ  alfo  fuffered  for  us — who  his  own  self  bare  our  Jins,  in 

HIS  OWN  BODY  ON  THE  TREE  (*). 

The  office  of  a Mediator  and  Surety — this  office  that  he  might 
— difeharge  he  was  made  under  the  law. — Chrift  by  his  obedience  and 
death,  did  fully  difeharge  the  debt  of  all  thofe  that  are  juftified  ; and 
did  make  a proper,  real,  and  full  fatisfatlion  to  his  Father’s  juftice 
in  their  behalf  ( h).  It  was  requilite  the  Mediator  ffiould  be  man, 

that  he  might — perform  obedience  to  the  law,  fuffer,  and  make  inter- 
ceffion  for  us,  in  our  nature.  It  was  requilite  the  Mediator  fhould 
be  God,  to  fatisfy  God’s  jujlice  and  procure  his  favour . — Chrift,  by 
his  obedience  and  death  did  make  proper,  real,  and  Jidl fatisfaefion 
to  God’s  juftice,  in  the  behalf  of  all  them  who  are  juftif  ed.  'Yet 
inafmuch  as  God  accepteth  the  J'atisfabtion  from  a Surety,  which 
he  might  have  demanded  of  them,  See.  (/). 


\ 


(b)  Jr.  xxx.  21.  comp.  Pf.  Ixxxix.  3.  19,  20.  If.  ix.  6,  7.  Ezk..  xxxiv.  23,  24. 
Mi.  v.  2.  (c)  H.  vii.  22.  (d ) R.  v.  6 — 8.  (c)  1 P.  iii.  18.  See  J.  x.  u. 

15.  v.  51.  M.  xx.  28.  (/)  If.  liii.  6.  (g)  2 C.  v.  21.  ( h ) If.  liii.  4.  5. 

8.11.12.  (*)  1 P.  ii.  21.  24.  comp.  Lv.  xix.  18.  xx.  17.  xxii.  9.  xxiv.  15, 16. 
N.  ix.13.  xviii.  22.  See  J.  xi.  51,  I P.  iv.  I.  G.  ii.  20.  I Th.  v.  10.  % C.  v.  15, 
I C.  xv.  3.  H.  ii.  1 7.  ix.  28.  x.  12.  G.  i.  4.  I J.  ii.  2.  (i)  Conf.  viii.  3,  4. 

(/)  Conf.  xi.  3.  L.  C.  fL  38,  39,  40.  71.  See  on  preceding  and  followinp 
Articles. 
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to  be  confidered  as  a real  propitiatory  facrifice  offered  to  the 
inoft  high  God,  as  the  moral  Governor  and  Judge  of  the 
world,  to  make  atonement  for  the  fins  of  men,  and  thereby 
fatisfy  his  juftice,  and  appeafe  his  wrath.  A facrifice,  in- 
deed, it  was;  but  only  a facrifice  for  the  truth , a facrifice  of 
a covenant  vidlim,  or  a facrifice  to  ratify  his  doctrine , even 
the  new  covenant  formerly  defcribed,  * affuring  the  benefit 
of  pardon  to  all  who  repent,  and  live  virtuoufly.  Be  it 
called  a complete,  final  and  everlafling  atonement,  it  is 
fuch  an  atonement  as  has  purged  no  guilt,  made  no  expia- 

Illustration.  M.  “ The  cuflom  of  facrificing  men  and  other 
animals,  by  way  of  compenfation  for  the  forfeited  life  of  the  offerer 
or  others,  obtained  ampng  the  heathen  nations — But  fome  learned 
men  have  doubted  whether  the  atonements  prefcribed  by  the  Mo-r 
faical  law  were  precifely  of  the  fame  kind,  &c.  &p. — I do  not  enter 
into  the  controverfy,  but  beg  leave,”  See.  then  follows  the  famous 
flory  of  the  Indian  (#).  “ He  is  reprefented — as  a facrifice  for  fin, 

or  a fin-offering,  H.  xiii.  1 1,  12.  a burnt-offering,  H.  x.  5,  6.  8.  a 
peace-offering,  a meat-offering,  E.  v.  2.  a propitiation,  1 J.  ii.  2. 
iv.  1 o.  or  the  vidtim  by  which  it  is  effected.  More  than  one  of 
thefe,  or  rather  none  of  them,  he  could  be  in  a literal  fenfe.  But 
fomething  there  was  in  his  hiflory  and  character,  which  made  him 
refemble  them  all  ( b).  Jefus  Chrifl  therefore  became  a willing  fa- 
erifee  for  the  truth , and  laid  down  his  life  in  confirmation  of  his  doc- 
trine, which  is  the  new  'covenant , promiling  remiffion  of  fins  and  e- 
ternal  life  to  all  finners — ut  fupra.  It  was  very  natural  to  reprefent 
the  blood  of  Chrifl  as  the  blood  of  a covenant  vitiim. — For  where  a 
teflament  is — a covenant,  there  muft  alfo  of  neceffity  be  the  death 
of  the  victim  appointed  to  confrm  it. — The  idea  of  Jefus  the  Me- 
diator of  the  new  covenant  dying  as  a facrifice  to  ratify  it,  gives  a 
clear  and  confident  fenfe  to  the  whole  (c).  The  death  or  blood  of 
Chrifl  is  reprefented  as  a facrifice  folemnly  ratifying  the  doctrine  he 
taught,  and  affuring  the  benefit  of  pardon,  in  its  utmofl  extent,  to 
all  who  repent  according  to  his  preferiptions  ( d ).  Hath  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  us, — or  a complete,  final  and  everlafting  atone- 
ment, affuring  men  of  all  ages,  who  obey  the  gofpel,  of  the  full  re- 
miffion of  fins  (e).  His  fuffering.s  were  the  neceffary  means  of  pre^ 
paring  him  for  the  great  office  of  expiating  or  making  atonement  for 
the  fins  of  men  (/).  The  reconciling  of  ail  things  to  himfelf  is  a work 

* Art.  XXVI. 

Ili.us.  M.  (a)  P.  3.39.  (b)  343*  00  $5°>  351-  (*0  334-  (*) 

(J")  345.  See  Art.  XXXI,  XXXII. 
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lion,  accomplifhed  no  reconciliation;  but  only  was  a means 
of  Preparing  him  for  making  expiation  and  atonement , and  tor 
giving  a durance  to  men,  in  all  ages,  of  the  benefit  of  forgive- 
ness upon  their  repentance ; true  and  proper  reconciliation 
being  referved  as  a work,  which  theFather  was  to  accomplith 
by  him  after  his  refurrection. 

' D.  The  death  of  Chrift  was  not  an  expiatory  Sacrifice  to 
Satisfy  divine  jultice  for  the  fins  of  men,  but  to  feal  the  go - 
fpt  l,  to  bind  us  tG  repentance , and  to  affure  us  of  pardon  on  re- 
pentance.— Thus  too — 

which  the  Father  did  not  accomplijh  by  him,  till  he  had  raifed  him 
from  the  dead  to  immortal  life  and  glory”  Qr). 

D.  “ We  would  eat  bread,  and  drink  wine,  as  a facred  and 
thankful  teftimony  of  our  gratitude  for  that  ineftimable  fadrifee , by 
which  we  are  bound  to  repentance , and  affured  of  pardon  (hj.  It  is 
Chriit  that  died — to  feal  thefe  glad-tidings”  (/). 

Contrast.  ( a ) The  life  of  the  fiefh  is  in  the  blood:  and  I have 
given  it  you  upon  the  altar,  to  make  atonement  for  your  fouls : for  it 
is  the  blood  that  maketh  atonement  for  the  foul  (b).  Chrift  alfo  hath 
loved  us,  and  given  himfelf  for  us , an  offering  and  a facrifce  to  Ood 
for  a fweet-fmelling  favour  (c).  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous,  who 
is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins : and  not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the 
fins  of  the  whole  world  (c/).  Seventy  weeks  are  determined — to  fi- 
nifh  the  tranfgrefiion,  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make  re- 
conciliation for  iniquity. — And — Meffiah  fhallbe  cut  off  J).  When 
he  had  by  himfelf  purged  our  fins  ( /' ),  who  needeth  not  daily,  as 
thofe  high  priefts,  to  offer  up  Sacrifice,  fir  ft  for  his  own  fins,  and 
then  for  the  fins  of  the  people.  For  this  he  did  once,  when  he  of- 
fered up  himfelf  (g).  By  the  which  will  we  are  fandtified,  through 
offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrifl  once  for  all.-—  But  this  man,  after 
he  had  ofered  one  facrifce  for fins , for  ever  fat  down  on  the  right  hand 
of  God.  For  by  one  offering , he  hath  perfected  for  e-ver  them  that 
are  fandtified. — Now,  where  remiffion  of  thefe  (fins)  is,  there  is  no 
more  offering  for  fin  (/;).  The  law  maketh  nothing  perfedl;  but 
the  bringing  in  of  a better  hope  did ; by  which  we  draw  near  to 
God  (/). 

(g)  33°- — G)  Fa-  Wo.  190.  (/)  Fa.  Wo.  370. 

Contr.  ( a ) SeeLv.iii. iv. throughout.  Alfoxvi.2Q — 34.xxi.i — 9.1.2 — 9, 
(b)  Lv.  xvii.  2.  comp.  Ex.  xxx.  12.  16.  H.  ix.  2.  26.  R.  viii.  3.  1 J.iv,  9, 
10.  M.  xx.  28.  H.  x.  3.  10.  R.  iii.  15.  with  other  feriptures  on  Article 
XXXIII.  (c)  E.  v.  2.  comp.  Gn.  viii.  9,  10.  (d)  1 J.  ii.  1,  2.  (e)  D‘.  ix. 

24.  26.  H.  ii.  17.  and  feriptures  on  the  foregoing  Article,  (f)  ET.  i.  3, 
(f)  yii»  26,  27.  (/>)  II.  x,  8'.  10.  12.  14.  (/)  H.  vii,  19.,  comp.  x. 
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Of  the  Death  of  Chrlft  not  being  a Ransom,  and  of  the  Ka- 

ture  oj  his  Redemption . 

Article  XXI.  Af.  Chrift’s  fufFerings  and  death  were 
not  a ranfom  for  the  fouls  of  men,  in  any  proper  fenfe  of  that 
term;  as  if  thereby  he  had  purchafed  them  from  the  hand 
of  the  violated  law  and  incenfed  jultice  of  God,  which,  on 
account  of  fin,  detained  them  in  arreft,  and  fealed  them  up 
in  the  pofiTefTion  and  fervitude  of  the  tyrants,  to  whom  they 
had  wilfully  fold  themfelves, — in  the  way  of  paying  an  ade- 
quate price  for  their  deliverance,  and  all  the  other  fpiritual 
and  eternal  bleflings  which  they  were  capable  of  enjoying, 
and  which  God  intended  for  them.  His  redemption  is  at- 
tached to  his  life,  in  the  manner  he  fpent  it,  in  a courle  of 
willing  uniform  obedience,  rather  than  to  his  death , and  as 

% 

Chrid  executeth  the  office  of  a Pried,  in  his  once  offering  himfelf 
a facrifce  without  fpot  to  God , to  be  a reconciliation  for  the  fine  of 
hi s people  (L) 

Illustration.  M.  “ His  life,  in  the  manner  he  gave  or  fpent 
it , was  a ranfom  of  fuch  value  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  for  it  he 
gave  life  to  a perifhing  world.  The  blood  of  Chrid  was  precious 
enough  to  redeem  us,  becaufe  it  was  the  blood  of  a Lamb  without 
blemifh  ( a ) . This  purchafe  could  be  made  only  by  the  blood  of  Chrid, 
which,  as  it  expriffes  his  perf eft  innocence  and  purity,  is  moil  dear  to 
God  ( b ).  It  was  not  his  blood,  limply  confidered,  that  redeemed 
us;  but  his  blood  as  expreffve  of  unf potted  innocence  andperfeft  obedi - 
*we!(c).*Ithas  not  been  uncommon — as  in  Illuib.Art.  XXXIX.  and 
who  would  never  have  fhewn  them  the  lead  favour,  without  the.  pay- 
ment of  a full  equivalent  (d).  Becaufe,  in  order  to  redeem  us,  Chriil 
gave  himfelf  for  us;  therefore  his  life  is  our  ranfom,  and  his  blood 
the  price  of  our  redemption.  But  it  is  certain  our  redemption  was 
not  procured  by  his  death  alone ; if  it  had,  there  would  have  been  no 
need  of  his  refur reftion  ( e ).  Effebbs  are  afcribed  to  the  death  of 
Chrid,  which  were  by  no  means  owing  to  it  fimply  and  feparately 
confidered;  but  to  it  connected  with  the  purity  of  his  life  before, 
and  with  the  glorious  power  of  his  refur  reftion  following  it  (/). 

1.  14 — 18.  Rv.  i.  5.  See  Conf.  viii.  4.  quoted  on  Art.  XXXIIf— XI.  3. 
and  L.  C.  (^40.  71.  quoted  preceding  Articles.  (ij  L.  C.  0^44*  S.  C. 
Q^a5.  See  likewife  on  Art.  XXIX.  XXXI.  and  following  ones. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  278,  279.  0)  487*  (0  499-  00  4Q2-  (0  35*. 

(/)  3^. 
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much  to  Lis  refurreElioti  as  to  the  former;  only  the  fcrlpture 
alcribes  it  fb  his  death,  as  that  incidentally  happened  in  a 
courfe  of  duty,  prepared  the  way  for,  and  was  connected 
with  his  refurreftion.  It  is  the  very  fame  with  expiation  or 
forgivenefs ; and  lies  wholly  in  this,  that,  out  of  refpeft  to 
ChrifPs  worthinefs  diiplayed  in  his  lifey  God  is  pleafed  to 
fhew  favour  to  the  unworthy,  provided  they  turn  from  their 
evil  ways,  as  in  other  cafes  of  diftinguifhed  virtue. 

D.  If  ChrifVs  life  was  a ranfom,  not  as  tlie  laying  it  down 
was  the  complete  price  of  redemption,  but  only  as  one  mean , 
among  many,  of  his  obtaining  redemption.  Nor  was  it 
paid  to  God,  as  the  great  proprietor  of  men,  who  being  of- 
fended at  their  fins,  had  abandoned  them  to  fpiritual  flavery; 
but  it  was  given  to  cruel  enemies,  who  unjuft ly  deprived 
him  of  his  life,  as  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  worft  of  crimi- 
nals.— Agreeably — 

Whatever  advantage  any  one  procures,  either  to  himfelf  or  others, 
at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  he  may  be  faid  to  buy  with  his  blood;  and 
this  phrafeology  is  not  peculiar  to  fcripture  ( g ).  AroWTpao-n, 
redemption,  may  here  (E.  v.  7.)  and  in  many  other  places  of  the 
New  Teftament,  fignify  the  fame  with  t\xo-,uo',)  propitiation,  expia- 
tion, or  atonement;  efpecially  where  it  is  faid  to  be  effected  by 
blood;  which  refers  more  properly  to  expiation  than  redemption. — 
Redemption  is  the  buying  again  ot  a flave  or  captive,  by  paying  a price 
for  him, whereby  he  obtains  his  liberty  (h).  Thus,  if  we  haveredemp- 
tion,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  Jins  y it  is  through  the  blood  of  Chriit  (if 
The  worthinefs  of  Chrift  was  moil  eminently  difplayed,  in  his  endea- 
vouring to  fave  men  at  the  price  of  his  blood . This  is  of  great  eftima- 
tion  in  the  fight  of  God;  who  is  pleafed,  for  the  fake  of  it,  to  fhew  fa- 
vour to  the  un  worthy,  provided  they  turn  from  their  evil  ways”  (kf 
D. — To  give  his  life  a ranfom  for  many — “ his  life  to  be  taken 
away  as  one  of  the  worft  of  criminals,  by  way  of  ranfom  — Refer- 
ring, probably,  to  If.  liii.  10,  &c.  or  Pf.  xxii.  23,  &c.  At  the  ex- 
pence of  his  own  ignominious  and  cruel  fuffering,  he  purchafed  a 
people  to  himfelf,  from  the  flavery  of  fin,  Satan,  and  death,  comp. 
Syrach.  xliv.  17.  M.  xx.  28.  A mean  of  redemption  for  many  (if 

Contrast.  Who  gave  himfelf  a ransom  for  all  ( a ).  The  Son 
of  Man  came  to  minifter,  and  to  give  his  life  a ransom  for  ma- 
ny (bf  Feed  the  church  of  God  which  he  hath  purchafed  with 

(f)  3*?-  (G  *77-  (0  360.  (4)  279.— D.  (/)  342.  9-  Sec  Illuftration, 

Art.  XXXVIII.  Alfo  following  Article. 

Contr.  (a)  1 T.  ii.  6.  (£)  M.  xx.  28. 
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Of  the  Blood  of  Chrify  and  the  fenfe  in  which  our 
Salvation  is  afcribed  to  it. 

Article  XLII  M.  By  the  blood  of  Chrift,  we  are  not  to 
underftand,  as  is  commonly  done,  his  obedience  and  fuffering 
to  the  death,  denominated  in  fcripture  his  blood,  becaufe  the 
effufion  of  his  blood  to  the  death,  was  the  concluding  fcene 
of  his  fuffering  (late,  without  which  all  his  other  performances 
and  fufferings  would  have  been  unavailing:  But  it  means  the 
real  literal  blood  of  his  human  body,  now  changed  into  a 
higher  Rate  in  the  fame  rifen  and  glorified  body.  To  it  the 
moft  wonderful  things  are  afcribed  in  fcripture;  no  lefs  than 
our  whole  redemption  and  falvation ; but  always  as  expref- 
five  of  his  unfpotted  innocence  and  active  obedience  alone . And 

his  own  blood  (r).  Ye  are  bought  with  a price  (d).  Ye  know  that 
ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things — but  with  the  precious 
blood  o/'Christ,  as  of  a lamb  without  blemifh,  and  without  fpot  ( e ). 
Who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniqui- 
ty, and  pur  chafe  to  himfelf  a peculiar  people  ( /’).  Thou  waf fain, 
and  halt  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood  (g).  Being  juftified  freely 
by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  (/>). 

Omit,  by  his  mediation,  hath  procured  redemption , with  all  other 
benefits  of  the  covenant  of  grace  (i).  How  are  we  made  partakers 
of  the  redemption  purchajed  by  Chrift?  We  are  made  partakers  of 
the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift,  by  the  effectual  application  of 
it  to  us  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  “ This  purchafe — (as  in  preceding  Article) 
and  as  it  was  foon  changed  into  a higher  fate  in  the  glorifed  body  of 
our  Saviour,  is  juftly  oppoled  to  all  corruptible  things  ( a).  It  was  not 
his  blood  limply — (as  in  foregoing  Article)  (b).  The  blood  of 
Chrift  is  reprefented  in  fcripture,  as  having  a mighty  tendency  to  fave 
us  (c).  The  effulion  of  his  blood  tends  to  put  away  the  guilt  of 
fin  fi).  Becaufe  the  attainment  of  that  power  (whereby  he  is  able 
to  fubdue  all  things  to  himfelf)  was  the  fruit  and  reward  of  his  o- 
bedience  unto  death , and  was  neceffarily  connected  with  it;  therefore 
our  redemption  and  falvation  are  frequently  in  f cripture  aicribed  to  thd 

(c)  A.  xi.  28.  (A  1 C.  vi.  20.  comp.  Lv.  xxii.  II.  (t)  I P.  i.  1 8. 
(/)  Ti.  ii.  14.  (g)  Rv.  v.  9.  (Z>)  R.  iii.  24.  Jb.  xxxiii.  24.  E.  i.  7.  14. 

G.  iv.  5.  iii.  13.  C.  i.  14.  H.  ix.  12.  (/)  L.  C.  (^57,  58.  (i)  S.  C.  (^29. 

comp,  with  feriptures,  Conf.  and  Cat.  on  preceding  Articles,  and  obferve 
carefully  to  ’whom  the  facrifice  was  offered;  to  whom,  and  for  wbat  purpofe, 
accordingly,  the  price  was  paid. 

Illus.  M.  (^r)  P.  487.  (£)  499,  (0  282.  if)  23 4. 
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it  11111(1  be  owned,  that  it  has  a mighty  tendency  to  favc  i^s ; 
particularly,  a tendency  to  put  away  the  guilt  of  fin.  Yetthele 
things  are  attributed  to  it  only  as  their  remote  caufe>  m con- 
needed  with,  and  the  ground  of  that  power  with  which  he 
is  now  inverted:  for  they  do  not  in  any  propriety  of  lpeech, 
flow  from  ity  but  from  the  power  beftowed  on  him,  as  the  fruit 
and  reward  of  his  obedience.  It  was  not  his  blopd,  not  e- 
ven  in  the  view  juft  now  given  of  it,  that  diredtlv  and  im- 
mediately procured  our  redemption,  but  it  is  the  vigour  of 
his  arm;  not  the  wounds  he  received,  but  his  powerful  con- 
queft  of  our  enemies.  Nay,  if  we  muft  fay  the  truth,  re- 
demption was  not  in  the  leaf  promoted , but  rather  hindered , 
by  the  lofs  of  his  blood,  and  might  have  been  obtained, 
though  not  a fingle  drop  of  it  had  been  (lied.  But  it  is  ex- 

more  remote  caufe  of  them,  the  death  and  pafiion  of  Chrift  (e).  If  a 
patriot  hero  delivers  his  country  from  opprefiion  or  flavery,  by  gain- 
ing a decifive  victory  over  its  enemies,  but  lofes  his  life  in  the  con- 
flict— we  fay  very  truly,  that  he  faved  his  country  with , and  at  the 
price  of  his  blood;  though  the  fhedding  of  his  blood  was  not  the 
thing  that  did  diredtly  and  immediately  procure  its  fafety,  but  rather 
the  vigour  of  his  arm.  Or  if  a man  expofes  himfelf  to  great  hard- 
fhips  and  dangers,  in  order  to  refeue  his  friends  from  captivity,  and 
actually  receives  very  grievous  and  painful  wounds,  while  engaged 
in  this  generous  fervice,  but  efcapes  death,  and  gains  his  point — we 
fay,  in  like  manner,  that  he  refeued  or  redeemed  his  friends  by  his 
blood;— though  it  is  certain,  his  fuccefs  was  not  in  the  leapt  promo- 
tedy  but  rather  hindered  by  his  lofs  of  blood.  The  fa£t  is,  he  refeued 
his  friends  by  conquering  and  fubduing  their  enemies,  which  might 
poffbly  have  happened  without  any  hurt  to  the  conqueror  at  all. — By 
a similar  way  of  speaking,  we  find  every  where  in  the  New 
Teftament,  effects  aferibed  to  the  death  of  Chrijl , which  were  by 
no  means  owing  to  it , fimply  and  feparately  considered  ( f). 

Our  deliverance  or  purgation  from  the  guilt  of  fin  flows  in  rea- 
lity from  the  covenant , which  promifes,  and  allures  us  of  pardon  on 
repentance  («•).  When  the  apoftle  declares  that  the  blood  of  Chrift 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin,  his  meaning  is,  that  our  fins  are  pardoned, 
in  virtue , and  according  to  the  terms  of  a gracious  covenant,  ratified  by 
Chrift’s  blood,  and  confirming  the  remifiion  of  fins  to  ah  the  peni- 
tent and  obedient  (/j).  What  was  before  aferibed  to  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  is  here  refolved  into  the  faithfulnefs  and  jujlice  of  God,  who, 
having  made  this  covenant , will  not  fail  to  perform  what  he  hath 
promifed  (/).  Since  Jefus  Chrift,  therefore,  became  a willing  faerie 
(0  3-4-  if)  224,  3*5,  2z6.  (g)  361.  (b)  36Z.  (0  363, 
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hibited  in  fcripture  as  the  fpring  of  all  benefits,  becaufe,  in 
the  profecution  of  our  intereft,  he  was,  through  the  malig- 
nity of  men,  put  to  the  expence  of  pouring  it  out.  Or,  to 
take  the  matter  in  another  light, — 

Our  falvation,  and  particularly  our  purgation  from  guilt, 
or,  what  is  the  fame,  the  forgivenefs  of  fin,  does  not  flow 
from  the  blood  of  Chriffc  at  all,  but  in  reality , it  belongs  to, 
and  wholly  flows  from  the  new  covenant , or  do  Brine  of  Chrift:, 
which  promifes  pardon  on  repentance*,  it  comes  entirely  in 
virtue  of  that  covenant,  and  according  to  the  terms  of  it : 
And,  fo  it  is  altogether  refolvable  into  the  power  and  good- 
nefs,  the  faithfulnefs.and  juftice  of  God,  without  any  refpect 
whatever  to  any  atonement  or  price , properly  fo  called.  But 
ftill  all  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant,  particularly  the  remif- 

fee  to  the  truth,  and  laid  down  his  life  in  confirmation  of  his  doRrir 
it  was  very  natural  to  aferibe  ajl  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant  to  that 
blood,  by  which  it  was  ratified  and  fealed  (i).  For  if  thefe  bene- 
fits, (remiffion  of  fin,  &c.)  belong  to  the  covenant  itfelfi  they  may, 
with  great  truth  and  propriety,  be  aferibed  to  that,  which  rendered 
the  covenant  valid  (/).  As  the  abrogation  of  the  old  covenant, 
is  an  effedf  aferihed  to  the  death  of  Chrift,  becaufe  his  blood  filed 
was  the  ratification  of  the  new,  fo  all  the  bleffings  and  privileges  of 
this  new  covenant  may  be,  in  like  manner , and  for  the  fame  reafon , 
aferibed  to  the  great  fadt  or  event,  whereby  it  was  ratified  (w). 
What  better  fecurity  could  he  give  us  for  this,  (forgivenefs  and  fa- 
vour to  true  penitents)  than  by  making  the  blood  of  his  only  Son 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  ? Any  other  method  of  confirming  the 
covenant  appointed  by  God,  might  have  been  fufficient  («).  Bap- 
tifm  is  faid  to  fave  us;  though  our  falvation  is  rather  the  ejfieft  of 
the  doRrine,  of  which  baptifm  is  the  fign  ; or,  more  properly  ftill, 
of  the  power  and  gdodnefs  of  God.  So  our  deliverance  (as  in  the 
firit  quotation)  and  yet  we  find  it  often  aferibed  to  the  blood  that 
was  filed  to  ratify  the  covenant  (o). 

Contrast,  (a)  He  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unta 
death , even  the  death  of  the  crofs  (£).  Every  high  prieft  is  ordain- 
ed for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  that  he  may  offer  both 
gifts  and  facrifices  for  fins — So  afo  Christ — Though  he  were  a 
Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  f offered',  and 

(i)  330.  (/)  354.  ( m ) 360.  («)  346.  ( 0 ) 361.  See  Art.  XXXVI. 

XXXI,  XXXII.  with  preceding  and  following  Articles. 

Contk.  (.0)  See  on  foregoing  Articles,  particularly  XXXIX,  XL,  XLI. 

(*)  P.  ii.  8.' 
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lion  of  fins,  Is  naturally,  arul  with  great  truth  and  propriety , 
ascribed  to  hi ; blood,  becaufe  thereby  the  covenant  was  con- 
firmed and  ratified;  though  indeed  that  precife  mode  of  rati- 
fication was  not  indifpenfibly  neaeffary , as  any  ether  method  of 
confirming  it,  appointed  of  God,  would  have  been  every  way 
[uhneient.  We  are  therefore  faved  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  in 
tiie  fame  fenfe  as  we  are  faved  by  baptifm , that  is,  by  the  doc- 
trine, of  which  baptifm  is  the  fign,  and  of  which  any  other 
iign,  inftituted  ly  God,  would  have  equally  aniwered  the 
end. — Thus — * 


being  made  perfect,  lie  became  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  unto  all 
that  obey  him  (r).  Except  ve  eat  the  fejh  of  the  bon  of  Man,  and 
drlnh  his  blood , ye  have  no  life  in  you.  Whofo  eateth  my  flejh,  and 
drinieih  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life.  My  jlrjlj  is  meat  indeed , and  my 
blood  is  drink  indeed  (</).  Neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves, 
but  by  his  own  blood,  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place,  having 
(by  that  blood)  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.  For  if  the  blood 
of  bulls,  See.  fan&ifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flefh ; how  much  more 
fhal!  not  the  blood  of  Christ  purge  your  conference  (e).  Ye  are  come 
to  the  blood  of  fprinkling , that  fpeaketh  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  Abel  (/).  The  blood  of  jefus  Chrift  cleanfeth  us  from  all fin  (^). 
Have  wafhed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb;  therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God  (/>).  But 
now  ye  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  For  he  is  our  peace — • 
having  abolifhed  in  his  jlejh  the  enmity — that  he  might  reconcile  both 
unto  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs  {if  Who  was  delivered  for  our 
offences  (/).  Much  more,  being  now  juf  ifted  by  his  blood,  we  fhall 
be  faved  from  wrath  through  him.  For  if,  when  wc  were  enemies, 
we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more,  being 
reconciled,  (hall  we  be  faved  by  his  life  (/).  Who  hath  delivered  us 
from  the  power  of  darknefs — in  whom  we  have  redemption  through 
his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  (mf  And  with  his  fripes  are 
we  healed.  He  fhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul — by  his  know- 
ledge fhall  my  righteous  Servant  juf  ify  many;  for  he  fhall  bear 
their  iniquities  ( n ) , — Nailing  it  to  his  crofs.  And  having  fpoiled  prin- 
cipalities  and  powers,  he  made  a fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing 
over  them  in  it  (o). 

0)  H.  v.  I.  5.  8,  9.  comp.  ii.  9,  10.  (J)  J.  vi.  52—56.  comp.  H.  x.  19, 

20  xii.  24.  (e)  H.  ix.  12.  74.  comp.  Lv.  xvi.  1 — 19.  N.  xix.  (/)  H.  xii. 
22.  24.  comp.  Gn.  iv.  8.  10.  (g)  1 J.  i.  7.  comp.  H.  v.  9.  i.  3.  x.  14.  (b)  Rv. 
yh.  14,  15.1.5.  i P.  i.  19.  (;)E.  ii.  13 — 16.  comp.  C.  i.20 — 22.  (k)  R. 

iv.  25.  (0  R.  v.  9 — ri.  comp.  iii.  24,  25.  G.  ii.  20.  vi.  14.  1 C.i.  23,24. 

P.  i.  7.  {m)  C.  i.  14.  (//)  If.  liii.  5.  u.  comp.  Iii.  14, 15.  (0)  C,  ii.  14,  15. 

I r the  n -ejpty  of  the  death  or  blood  of  Clirift,  fee  on  Art.  XXXVI.  Sec 
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Of  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  the  Death  of  Chrift. 

Article  XL1II.  AT,  It  is  plain,  that  the  virtue  and  ef- 
ficacy of  the  obedience  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God  does 
not  lie  in,  what  is  called,  their  fatisfaSlory  and  meritorious  na~ 
iure , as  containing  a full  compenfation  for  the  injury  done 
to  the  perfections  of  God  by  fin,  and  an  adequate  price  of 
ail  forfeited  and  needed  bleffings, — derived  from  the  infinite 
dignity  of  his  perfon  as  the  Son  a/'God,  {landing  and  aCling 
by  his  Father’s  appointment,  and  according  to  his  own  vo- 
luntary undertaking,  in  the  nature  and  name  of  a certain 
number  of  mankind  loft.  But  it  ‘wholly  lies  in,  and  depends 
on  its  fubferviency  to  the  original  plan  of  divine  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  for  promoting  the  true  happinefs  of  men,  as 
that  plan  was  before  exhibited  at  length*;  and  briefly  con- 
fifts  in  God’s  defign  of  granting  the  human  race  eternal  fe-* 

Illustration.  Jlf.  u The  death  of  Chrift  derived  alt  its  me- 
rit and  efficacy  from  its  being  fubfervient  to  the  plan — ut  fupra  (a). 
The  original  plan — refpe&ing  the  human  race.  ?dly,  How  and 
in  what  fenfe  the  death  of  Chrift  was  agreeable  or  fubfervient  to  it. 
And  from  thence  we  ftiall  fee,  that  the  meritorious  efficacy  of  his 
death  depended  on  that  circumfance  atone  (£).  Hence  we  fliall  fee, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  main  objeft  of  our  enquiry,  namely,  how  the 
fufferings  and  death  of  Chrift  tend  to  fave  men  from  the  guilt  of 
fin.  Their  efficacy  flows  chiefly — ut  fupra  (c).  In  reward  of 
Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  and  obedience  unto  death,  God  did  further 
inveft  him  with  the  glorious  power  of  calling — ut  fupra? * (</). 

Contrast,  (a)  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs 
fate:  he  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable  ( b ).  Chrift 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth  (c). 
What  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefh, 
God  fending  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh;  and  for 
fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law 
might  be  fulfilled  in  us  ( cl ).  Feed  the  church  of  Go.d,  which 

Conf.  and  Cat.  on  preceding  Articles,  relating  to  our  Lord’s  death; 
particularly,  Art.  XXXIX.  where  a diftimftion  is  always  preferved  be- 
tween his  obedience  and  fufferings , and  the  Litter , as  the  former,  ftated  to  be 
t he  joint  procuring  caute  of  falvation.  See  alfo  on  Art.  XLV. 

- * See  Art.  XXI. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  234.  236.  (/>)  236.  For  the  fubferviency  of  Chrift’s 

death  to  that  plan,  fee  Art.  XXIX.  XXXIII.  (r)  315.  (d)  235.  294. 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  the  preceding  Articles,  and  on  Art.  XVIII.  (t)  If. 
xiii.  19.  21.  hii.  S’  10 — (0  x<  4s 
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licit y in  heaven,  in  the  way  of  their  own  obedience , overlooking 
fmatler  fins , and  vouchiafing  the  benefit  of  pardon  on  repen- 
tance for  wilful  and  heinous  tranfgreffion.  And  more  im- 
mediately their  efficacy,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  guilt 
of  fin,  flows  chief y from  their  leading  the  way  to  that  cele- 
(lial  aggrandizement  and  power,  whereby  he  is  able  to  fave 
them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  to  God  through  him;  a 
power  received  as  the  reward  of  his  obedience  to  the  death  : 
which  confifts  in  authority  and  ability,  not  of  giving  to  fin- 
ners  evangelical  repentance,  the  free  forgivenei's  of  fins,  the 
fanddification  of  their  perfons,  and  the  certain  enjoyment  of 
eternal  life  in  heaven;  but  only  of  calling  finners  to  re- 
pentance, or  forgiving  their  fins  when  penitent , and  of  railing 
them  from  the  dead  to  eternal  Ijfe. 

\ 

Of  the  objects  of  Chrif's  Redemption . 

Article  XLIV.  M . As  God  fent  his  Son  for  the  re* 
demption,  not  of fome  men  only,  a chofen  number,  abfolute- 

\ 

he  purchafed  with  his  own  (proper)  blood  (f).  How  much 
more  fliall  not  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who,  through  the  eter- 
nal Spirit,  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  con- 
fidence ( f).  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid 
down  his  life  for  us  («•).  Him  hath  God  exalted — to  be  a Prince 
and  a Saviour  to  give  repentance  to  ifraefand  the  remillion  of  fins(/6). 

It  was  requifite  the  Mediator  fhould  be  God,  that  he  might— 
give  worth  and  efficacy  to  his  fafferings , obedience , and  intercefion ; 
to  haiis fy  God's  jufice,  and  procure  his  favour , purchafe  a peculiar 
people;  give  his  Spirit  to  them,  conquer  all  their  enemies,  and  bring 
them  to  everlafting  falvation.  It  was  requifite  the  Mediator,  who 
was  to  reconcile  God  and  men,  fhculd  himfelf  be  both  God  and  man, 
and  this  in  one  perfon , that  the  proper  works  of  each  nature  might  be 
accepted  of  God for  us,  and  relied  on  by  us,  as  the  works  of  the  whole 
perfon  (/’). 

Illustration.  M.  “ God  fent  his  Son  for  the  redemption  of 
aU  men,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  who  were  all  in  a fenfe  under  the 
law,  before  the  coming  of  Chriil  (^).  The  free  grace  of  God,  and 

(d)  R.  viii.  3,  4.  2 C.  v.  21.  0)  A.  xx.  28.  Zc.  xiii.  17.  (/)  H.  ix.  14. 

(^)  1 J.  iii.  16.  H.  ix.  27, 18.  i.  7.  ii.  2.  v.  20.  See  Hk.  i.  13.  Pf.  v.  4,  5. 
R.  iii.  19,  20.  G.ii.  16.  iii.  10,  it.  (Z>)  A.  v.  31.  comp.  Ezk.  xxxvi.  25— « 
27.  Zc.  xii.  10.  E.  i.  7.  Sec  on  Art.  LX.  (7)  L.  C.  Q.  3^.  4^5, 

Illus.  M.  0)  P- 35G 
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ly  con fiilered  many,  and  comparatively  few  of  the  human 
race,  but  of  all  men,  Jews  and  Gentiles;  fo  the  blood  of 
Jefus  was  a&ually  ihed  for  all  men , and  has  fuch  refpecf  to 
the  whole  world  of  mankind,  that  not  a fingle  perfon,  who 
perufes  the  fcript ures,  has  the  lead  reafon  to  doubt  that 
Cirri  ft  died  for  kirn. 

D.  Jefus  Chrill  was  Tent  into  the  world,  that  the  whole 
world  of  mankind,  through  him,  might  be  faved-  And  con- 
formable to  this  million,  he  actually  gave  his  life  a ranfom 
for  all  mankind,  without  exception  of  character  or  perfon. 

the  abundant  favour  he  has  for  his  own  Son— which  he  is  willing 
fhould  reach,  in  fotne  degree,  to  all  that  arc  connected  with  one  fo 
dear  to  him  ( b ).  Confidered  fimply  as  feed,  it  (the  blood  of  Chrill) 
has  refpefl  to  the  whole  world , and  gives  afTurance  to  all  men  of 
God’s  placability — or  his  willingnefs  to  pardon  all  who  repent  and 
believe.  The  blood  ofChrift,  therefore, though fleed for  us  all, See  (r). 
As  to  the  peculiar  benefits  of  the  gofpel,  are  they  not  declared 
without  obfeurity?  Can  you  read  the  gofpel,  and  doubt  whether 
Chrifl  died  for  you  ? ” (d). 

I).  That  the  world — “ the  nuhole  world  of  mankind,  through 
him,  might  be  faved  from  eternal  perdition”  (ej.  If  thou  knewell 
the  gift  of  God — “ depofited  with  me  for  the  benefit  of  all  man- 
kind, comp.  E.  ii.  8 ” (/).  To  give  his  life  a ranfom— “ not  on- 
ly for  the  Jews,  but  for  all  mankind  ” (g). 

Contrast.  ( a ) I lay  down  my  life  for  the  Ji. heep — But  ve  believe 
not,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  my  Jheep,  as  I faid  unto  you  (<£).  I pray 
not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  whom  thou  hajl  given  me:  for  they 
are  thine.  And  for  their  fakes,  I fatiftify  myfelf,  that  they  alfo  might 
be  fanBifed  through  the  truth  (c).  Chrill  alfo  loved  the  church , 
and  gave  himfelf  for  it;  that  he  might  fan  hi  if y and  cleanfe  ii  (</). 
Who  gave  himfelf  for  us — that  he  might  purify  to  himfelf  a pecu- 
liar people,  zealous  of  good  works  (<?).  Thou  wqll  fiain,  and  halt 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue, 
and  people  and  nation  (/).  No  man  could  learn  that  fong,  but 
the  hundred  forty  and  four  thoufand,  which  were  redeemed  from  the 
earth—theje  were  redeemed  from  among  men  ; being  the  firf  fruits  un- 
to God  and  the  Lamb  (^). 

(J)P.*77.  0 353,354-  G)  3*  7- D.(e)67.iS.  (/)  73*  *•  (^)  34^- I0* 

Contr.  (a )'A.  xx.  28.  quoted  on  the  former  Article,  (b)  J.  x.  15, 1 6.  (*)  J. 
xvii.9.19.  (i)E.v. 25 — *27 • SeeC. i.  1 8.  24. H.xii.  23.H.i.32,23.  (*)  1 i. ii.  14* 

( f)  Rv.  v.  9, 10.  (^)  Rv.  xiv.  3, 4.  How  little  argument  there  is  from  feme 

univerfal  terms,  may  be  feen  by  consulting  L.  ii.  I.  J.  xii.  19.  A.xxiv.  5.  R.  i. 
g.  Zc.  viii.  10.  M.  x.  22.  M.  xii'i.  7.  J.iii.  i6.  xii.  33.  and  many  other  places. 
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Of  Righteousness  of  Chrijl. 

Article  XLV.  M.  The  mediatory  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrilt  does  not  comprehend  his  fujferings  and  death,  or  any 
thing  done  by  them ; but  confifts  folely  in  his  holinefs  of  life, 
or  in  his  perfect  obedience  and  fubmiflion  to  the  Father’s 
will  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  even  in  the  greateft 
trials;  particularly  in  the  eminent  patience,  and  fubmiuion, 
piety  and  benevolence,  difplayed  at  the  clofe  of  it.  It  is 
this  that  gives  force  and  efficacy  to  all  his  interceffions  in 
behalf  of  men  ; yet  it  is  not  by  the  merit  of  it  that  he  faves 

Unto  whom  (Jefus  Chrilt)  he  (the  Father)  did,  from  all  eter- 
nity, give  a people  to  be  his  feed,  and  to  be  by  him,  in  time,  re- 
deemed, called,  juftified,  fanCtified,  and  glorified.  The  Lord  Jefus — 
hath  fully  fatisfied  the  jultice  of  the  Father,  and  put-chafed  not  on- 
ly reconciliation , but  an  everlafting  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  for  all  thofe  whom  the  Father  hath  given  him.  To  all  thofe  for 
whom  Chrilt  hath  purebafed  falvation,  he  doth  certainly  and  effec- 
tually apply  and  communicate  the  fame\[h). 

Illustration.  M.  u Next  to  the  mercy  of  Gcd,  which  is 
never  to  be  forgotten,  the  benefits  of  our  redemption  by  Chrilt 
flow  chiefly  from  the  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  of  his  life ; and  par- 
ticularly from  the  eminent  patience,  piety,  fubmifiion  and  benevo- 
lence difplayed  at  the  clofe  of  it  [a).  It  is  this  goodnefs  and  piety 
of  the  Son  of  God,  or  his  perfeft  obedience  and  fibmijfwn  to  his  Fa- 
ther’s will  (viz.  as  quite  difiinC:  from  and  unconnected  with  his 
fufferings  and  death  as  fucli)  in  the  greateft  trials,  which  gives 
force  and  efficacy  to  his  interceffions  in  behalf  of  men  [If.  Obe- 
dience to  the  will  of  God,  which  was  the  grand  fpring  of  all  that 
our  Saviour  did  or  fufFered  on  earth,  wThich  gave  merit  to  his  life 
and  procured  his  advancement  after  death. — By  it  he  obtained  power 
to  fave  in  the  highell  fenfe  of  the  word  ( c ).  In  faCt  rightcouf- 
nefs,  including  every  branch  of  duty,  differs  in  our  blcfied  Lord  and 
in  ordinary  men  only  in  degree.  In  him  it  was  complete,  and 
without  blemilh;  in  all  other  men  it  has  a mixture  of  imperfection 
[d) — at  the  clofe  of  it;  which  avails  with  God — ut  fupra  [e).  By 
tire  obedience  of  one  fhall  many  be  made  righteous,  by  being  resto- 
red to  life  (/)•  No  jult  objection  can  now  lie  againll  the  me- 

{b)  Conf.  viii.  58.  L.  C.  Q.  38.  41.  44.  comp.  CL31.  59.  S.C.  O.20.  21. 
See  Art.  on  Election,  and  Art.  XL VI. 

Ii.lus.  M.  ( a ) P.  275.  alfo  487.499.  quoted  under  Art.  XLII.  (b)  2^9, 
^80.  (0  498>4?9'  CO  385.  O276.  (/)  279 
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any  j only  by  it  be  fomehow  obtained  power  to  fave  in  the 
higheft  degree.  It  is  precifely  of  the  fame  hind  as  that  of 
ordinary  men,  and  differs  from  theirs  only  in  degree *,  his 
being  complete  and  without  blemifh,  theirs  having  a mix- 
ture of  imperfedlion.  It  avails,  therefore,  with  God  in  fa- 
vour of  finners,  not  in  a way  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  infinite- 
ly above  the  righteoufnefs  of  every  other ; but  in  the  fame 
manner  as  do  the  piety  and  virtue  of  good  men  in  general : 
only  the  effects  of  his  fingular  excellencies  are  proportion- 
ably  greater  and  more  excellent,  as  by  it  we  are  made  righ- 
teous ; not  legally  and  in  the  fight  of  God,  by  a judicial 
imputation  of  it,  or  a reckoning  it  to  our  account,  as  if  we 
ourfelves  had  performed  it*,  but  in  a more  extraordinary 


diation,  merits  or  intercefiion  of  Chrift,  as  reprefented  in  Scrip- 
ture; feeing  it  is  Jo  agreeable  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence , 
and  l'o  much  of  a piece  with  the  conduct  of  God  in  other  inftances,> 

(s')- 


Contrast.  (d).  In  his  days  Judah  fhall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael 
fhall  dwell  fafely;  and  this  is  the  name  whereby  he  fhall  be  called 
the  Lord  (Jehovah)  our  righteoufnefs  (ZJ.  Look  unto  me , and 
be  ye  faved,  all  ends  of  the  earth  : For  I am  God,  and  there  is  none 
elfe — Surely  fhall  one  fay,  in  the  Lord  (Jehovah)  have  I righte- 
oufnefs— In  the  Lord  (Jehovah)  {hall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  jufii- 
ed , and  fhall  glory  (r).  But  now  the  righteousness  of  God 
without  the  law  is  manifefted ; being  witnefied  by  the  law  and  the 
prophets:  even  the  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  by  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe  fl). — And 
do  count  them  but  dung  that  I may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in 
him  ; not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is 
of  God  by  faith  (e).  Have  not  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  righ- 
teousness of  God.  For  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte - 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth  (f)»  He  made  him  to  be  fin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteous- 
ness of  God  in  him  ( g ).  * As  by  the^ffence  of  one,  judgment 


(g)  290.  See  quotations  under  Article  XXIX. 

Contrast,  (a)  See  on  former  Articles;  particularly  P.  ii.  8.  H.  v.  8, 
9.  ii.  9, 10.  14, 15.  R.  viii.  3, 4.  iv.  25.  v.  6 — 1 1.  H.  i.  3.  x.  14.  E.  i.  7.  I J.  i. 
7.  iv.  9,  10.  Rv.  1.  5.  v.  9,  10.  If.  xlii.  21.  (Z)  Jr.  xxiii.  3,  6.  (r)  If.  xlv. 

21 — 25.  liv.  i7.  fi.  4 — 8.  D.  ix.  24.  26.  (i)  R.  iii.  21,  22.  ( e ) P.  iii.  8, 

9.  R.  i.  16, 17.  ix.  30 — 33.  1 C.i.  30,31,2  P.  i.  I.  If.  xlvi.  12.  3.  (/) 

3,4.  (f)aC.v.  21. 
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anil  inexplicable  way  by  being  rejlored  to  life . And  fo  the 
whole  mediation  of  Chrilt,  whether  in  his  merits  or  inter- 
ceffion,  has  nothing  fingular  or  uncommon  in  it,  but  is  per- 
fectly analogous  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence,  and  of 
a piece  with  the  conduit  of  God  in  innumerable  common 
inltances. — However — 

Of  the  Salvation  obtained  by  Chrif  being  not  certain 

and  ABSOLUTE,  but  CONDITIONAL. 

Article  XLVI.  M.  It  is  an  evident  truth,  that  Jefus 
Chrilt  did  not  by  his  obedience  and  death  procure  in  any 
way,  an  abfolute , certain , and  infallible  falvation  for  any  men; 
fo  that  every  one,  for  whom  he  worked  righteoufnefs  and 
fuffered  death,  fhould,  unqueftionably  and  without  fail,  be 
faved  in  the  end.  He  did  not,  for  inltance,  obey  and  die  to 

came  upon  all  ^en  to  condemnation,  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
one , the  free  gift  come  upon  all  men  to  jujlf cation  of  life . For  as 
by  one  man’s  difobedience  many  were  made  (or  conftituted)  tin- 
ners ; fo  by  the  obedience  of  one , fhall  many  be  made  (or  confituted  ) 
righteous  (h).  David  alfo  deferibeth  the  blefiednefs  of  the  man, 
to  whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs  without  works  (i).  There  is 
one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God  and  . 'ran,  the  rrl-%  Chrilt 
Jefus  ; who  gave  him  f elf  a ranfom  for  all  (/■),  ir 

Thofe  whom  God  effectually  calleth,  he  alfo  freely  jullifieth — by 
imputing  the  obedience  and  fatisfaftion  of  Christ  unto  them;  they  re- 
ceiving and  refting  upon  him  and  his  righteousness  by  faith  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  “ God,  who  is  pleaftd  for  the  fake  of  it 
(Chrift’s  worthinefs  and  blood)  to  fnew  favour  to  the  unworthy, 
provided  they  turn  from  their  evil  ways  (<2).  Chrilt  is  the  propi- 
tiation or  expiatory  victim  for  our  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  whole 
world,  provided  they  be  forfaken  ( b ).  The  oblation  of  Chrift’s 
body  on  the  crofs  will  not  benefit  his  followers,  unlefs  they  be  duly 
influenced  by  confidering  the  do&rinal  inftruction  it  contains,  and 
the  moral  purpoles  which  it  ferves  (c).  The  benefit  of  the  Savi- 

(b)  R.v.  i6 — 21.  (/)  R.  iv.  6.  See  v.  11.  22 — 25.  (A)  iT.  ii.5,6.  comp. 

II.  xxviii  16.  1 C.  iii.  10,  II.  H.  x.  26 — 29.  A.  iv.  11,  12.  E.  i.  7 ^ — 10.  17, 
18.  iii.  8 — 11.  (/)  Conf.  xi.  I.  comp.  viii.  4.  xix.  1.  L.  C.  Q.  70,  71.  in 

which  alfo,  the  death  or  falisfaction  of  Chr ift  is  rc  prefented  as  a part  of 
of  his  mediatory  righteoufnefs,  and  the  imputation  of  that  one  righteouf- 
nefs afferted. 
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enfurc  repentance  and  the  abfolute  forgivenefs  of  fins,  adif- 
pofition  to  improve  the  grace  revealed,  our  hearkening  to 
his  word  and  obeying  his  commands,  our  dying  to  our- 
felves  and  to  fin,  and  living  to  him  and  to  righteoufnefs. 
But  he  obtained  conditional  falvation  for  all  5 that  is,  pro- 
vided matters,  did  not  flick  at  them , in  the  things  now  men- 
tioned, and  the  like.  For  it  is  plain  the  holinefs  and  righ- 
teoufnefs of  Chrift,  as  his  death,  can  procure  fubftantial 
good  to  none,  but  thofe  who  carefully  attend  to,  and  are  fuc- 
cefsful  in  them.  Particularly,  it  is  in  vain  for  thofe  who 
have  negleriled  and  overlooked  the  rules  of  righteoufnefs  in 
praftice,  and  have  not  repented,  to  hope  they  /hall  be  benefited 
by  Chrifi.  And  if  we  do  not  hearken  to  his  words , and  keep 
his  commands , we  can  neither  be  reconciled  to  God  by  his  death, 
nor  be  fiaved  by  his  life . 

our’s  death  will  extend  to  us,  only  on  condition  that  we  are  taught 
and  perfuaded  by  it  to  die  to  fin,  and  live  to  riglitern  fnefs  ( d ).  If 
we  would  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  redemption,  we  mull  no  longer 
live  to  ourfelves,  but  to  him  who  loved  us  (<?).  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  end  propofed  (by  the  fufferings  and  death  of  Chrifi)  was  the 
falvation  of  the  human  race,  or  at  leafl  a great  number  of  them,  in 
the  way  of  piety  and  righteoufnefs;  none  being  excluded  from  the 
benefit,  hut  fuch  as,  by  their  obflinacy  in  fin , exclude  then f elves  {/)• 
So  that  if  the  matter  do  not  stick  at  us,  our  fins  are  effectually 
carried  off' by  his  crucified  body,  and  we  are  delivered  both  from  the 
punifhinent  arid  pra<5liee  of  them  ( g).  It  is  in  vain — ut  fupra — 
they  (hall  be  benefited  by  any  righteoufnefs  of  others,  even  of  Chrifi 
himfelf  (b).  If  we  do  not  hearken  to  the  words  of  Chrifi — ut  fu- 
pra” (z). 

II.  Prophefied  that  Jefus  fhould  die — “ for  the  benefit  of  that 
nation,  viz.  fuch  of  them  as  fhould  believe , comp.  A.  x.  2 2.  xxiv.  10” 
(/>).  To  give  his  life  a raniom — “ not  only  for  the  Jews,  but  for 
all  mankind,  if  they  are  not  aw  anting  to  themfelves”  (/).  My  blood 
died — “ for  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews.  All  who  embrace  and  adhere 
to  New  Tefi ament  terms ” (;«).  I lay  down  my  life — “ for  behoof 
of  the  mild  and  traCtablefijeep”  (//), 

ContPvAst.  His  vifage  was  fo  marred,  more  than  any  man,  and 
his  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men  —fo  shall  he  fpnnkle  many 
nations  (a).  When  thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin, 

(d ) 5°5*  (0  364.  (/)  242.  (£)505.  (6)292.  (0549- D-  {!)  337, 

8.  (/)  342.  10.  (m)  420.  6.  ( n ) 276.  3.  See  Art.  LVI.  LVII. 

Contrast,  (a)  If.  lii,  14,1,5. 
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/).  Though  the  Redeemer  gave  his  life  a ranfom  for  all 
mankind,  it  was  not  to  accompliffi  a jure  falvation,  which 
every  one,  for  whom  he  laid  down  the  raniom,  lliould  infal- 
libly pofiefs ; but  a conditional  one,  which  they  are  to  enjoy 
it  not  awanting  to  themfelvest  i hat  is,  he  ilied  his  blood  lor 
the  remifhon  of  the  fins  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews, 
who  fhail  prevail  on  themfelves  to  believe,  embrace  and  ad- 
here to  New  Teitament  terms.  In  other  words,  he  laid 
down  his  life,  not  for  all  men,  or  for  any  man,  confidered 
as  difobedient  and  obftinate , in  order  to  make  them  tradable 
and  obedient,  and  fo  to  bring  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  e- 
ternal  life,  but  for  the  behoof  of  the  mild  and  tractable  only. 
— Indeed — 

Of  the  in  EFFICACY  of  our  Lord's  Death , and  the  little  Bene- 
fit refulting  from  it  to  Mankind. 

Article  XLVII.  M.  Whatever  wonderful  things  are 
affirmed  of  the  death  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jesus  Christ, 

he  shall  fee  his  feed — and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  shall  pros- 
per in  his  hand.  He  fall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fall 
be  satisfied.  By  his  knowledge  fall  my  righteous  fervantyw/?/- 
fy  many  (/;).  I am  poured  out  like  water,  See,  See. — all  ends  of 
the  earth  fhail  remember  and  turn  to  the  Lord — a feed  fhail  ferve 
him:  it  Jhall  be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a generation  (c).  And 
I,  if  I be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  ■ will  draw  all  men  unto  me  (d  ) 
— He  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity , 
and  purify  to  himfelf  a peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  (e).— • 
Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  Cbt'ifi,  that  the  body 
of fin  might  be  deflroyed,  that  henceforth  we  fhould  not  ferve  fin  (/). 
Hearken  to  me  ye  fout  hearted , and  ye  that  are  far  from  righteouf- 
nefs. I bring  near  my  righteoufnefs , and  my  falvation  fliall  not  tarry ; 
and  I will  place  falvation  in  Zion  for  Ifrael  my  glory  (£•).  Such 
were  fomc  of  you.  But  ye  are  wajhed ’,  but  y'e  are  fan  fifed,  but 
ye  are  juf  ified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God  (/’).  In  due  time  Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly— -while  we 
were  yet  enemies  Chrift  died  for  us — if  when  we  were  enemies  we 
were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  See.  (i). 

(bj  If  Hii.  ro,  II.  (c)  Pf.  xxii.  24— 30.  (J)  J.  xii.  32.  H,  ix.  12.  E.v.  26, 

27.  2 I';  ii.  10.  I Th.  ii.  13,  14.  H.  v.  9.  (<?)  Ti.  ii.  14.  comp.  Pf.  cx.  2,  3. 

If.  xxix.  iH.  xxxv.  1 — 10.  (/)  R.  vi.  3 — 6.  viii.  1—4.  G.  ii.  20.  C.  ii  10 

— 13.  Zc.  xii.  ic.  E.  1.  7.  C.  i.  14.  (g)  If.  xlvi.  12,  13.  comp.  lii.  15. 

Pr.  i.  20—23.  (h)  1 C.  vi.  9— 11.  comp.  1 T.  i.  12 — 16.  E.  ii.  1 — 19. 

I Ih  i.  5 — 10  (/)  R v.  6 — 10.  ij— 21.  See  ©n  the  following  Article. 
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and  whatever  praifes  are  bellowed  on  him,  either  in  the  fa- 
cred  oracles,  or  in  the  preachings  and  writings  of  his  mini- 
fters,  the  whole  matter,  when  cleared  of  glowing  figures 
and  other  ornaments  of  fpeech,  often  profufely  lavifhed  up- 
on it,  comes  fimply  to  this,  that  he  endeavoured  to  fave 
men  by  benevolent  labours  and  fufferings,  by  the  effufion 
and  at  the  expence  of  his  blood ; but  that  thefe  endeavours , 
and  indeed  thofe  of  his  whole  mediation,  are  fo  feeble , that 
all  of  them  may  be  fruflrated ; to  fuch  a degree,  that  it  is 
very  poflible  not  one  of  thefe  for  whom  he  obeyed  and  fuf- 
fered,  (hould  be  eventually  faved;  but  that  every  individual 
of  them  (hould,  notwithflanding  his  benevolent  efforts,  be 
plunged  into  eternal  perdition.  It  is  certain  the  Son  of  God 

Illustration.  M.  “ In  fhort,  the  worthinefs  of  Chriit  was 
rnojl  eminently  dj 'played  in  his  endeavouring  to  fave  men  at  the 
price  of  his  blood  (a).  Can  we  deem  fin  a light  matter,  while  we 
contemplate  the  Son  of  God  nailed  to  a crofs  by  it,  and  on  its 
account,  and  endeavouring,  by  the  ejfufon  of  his  blood, , to  fave  us 
from  its  power  ( b ).  If  fin  be  not  mortified,  and  actually  put  to 
death*  both  in  our  bodies  and  fouls,  the  death  of  Chiiil  will  be  en- 
tirely fruf  rated  with  regard  to  us  (c).  And  if  after  all  he  hath 
done,  and  ftill  does  for  that  purpofe,  finners  do  llill  continue  in  their 
fins,  they  fn fir  ate,  with  regard  to  themfelves,  all  the  ejfeRs  of  his  me- 
diation ( d ).  You  thereby  render  his  benevolent  labours  and  fuf- 
ferings fo  far  vain , and  defeat  the purpofes  of  his  love  (e).  Shall  I 
rather  refolve  to  fruf  rate  all  the  defigns  of  mercy  in  my  behalf,  and 
after  every  thing  is  prepared,  on  the  part  of  heaven,  with  fuch  coll 
and  labour,  to  put  me  in  poffefiion  of  immortal  blifs,  fhall  I wilful- 
ly draw  back,  and  plunge  myfelf  into  everlafting  perdition?  (/)  — 
All  ferving  to  fruf  rate  the  defign  of  his  death , and  of  his  whole  me- 
diation,. O Father!  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth!  mull  thy  Son  fuf- 
fer  fuch  things  with  fo  little  benefit  to  the  unhappy  race  of  men  (g)> 
The  benefit  which  would  redound  to  mankind  from  his  death, 
which  was — lefs  than  divine  benevolence  <u>ijhed(h).  Our  complete 
falvation,  through  our  Saviour’s  life  and  power,  much  more  probable 
fiG-w,  than  that  was  once,  which  we  know  hath  actually  taken  place, 
namely,  our  reconciliation  to  God  by  his  death  (/'). — The  efta- 
blifhment  of  mutual  love  among  men  — one  would  think  that  this-^— 
ut  fuprat and  yet,  perhaps,  there  is  no  iuftance  in  which  his  endea- 

vours have  been  lefs  fuccefsful  (k).  And  what  multitudes  of  the 
human  race,  and  even  amongft  the  followers  of  his  name,  would/. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  279,  (4)448.  (0  450,  (<0  543*  (0436.  (/)33»* 

(g)  33*  (O  4^  (0  320-  (0 
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fullered  all  the  evils  that  befel  him  with  very  little  benefit  to 
our  unhappy  race, much  lefs  than  divine  benevolence  wilhed ; 
and  the  very  utmoll  that  can  be  faid  with  truth  is,  that  our 
falvation  is  thereby  rendered  probable . Were  we  to  give 
imlances  of  the  inefficacy  of  his  labours,  one  would  think 
the  r/w/defign  of  his  million  was  to  eltablilh  mutual  love 
among  men;  and  more,  it  is  certain,  he  could  not  have  done 
to  promote  it,  had  he  aimed  at  nothing  elfe,  and  yet  all  are 
witnefles  how  unfuccefsful  his  endeavours  have  been.  But 
it  is  needlefs  to  go  into  a detail  of  particulars,  lince  it  is  evi- 
dent that  great  multitudes  of  men,  after  all  the  exertions  of 
his  zeal,  and  the  heavy  calamities  he  endured,  even  to  the 
death  of  the  crofs,  in  order  to  fave  them,  do  actually  and 


?ially  peri/hj  notivithfianding  all  his  benevolent  %eal>  and  after  he  fhould 
have  endured  the  death  of  the  crofs  to  fave  them.  Thefe  lamentable 
events , not  unforefecn  or  unattended  to , pierced  the  heart  of  Jefus  at 
this  time  (in  the  garden),  and  Ihook  his  whole  frame”  (/). 

Contrast,  (<?)  Who  is  this — that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel, 
travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  flrength?  I that  fpeak  in  righteouf- 
nefs,  mighty  to  save  (Z»).  He  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermost, 
all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  (c).  Thou  hall  laid  help  upon 
one  that  is  mighty  ( d ).  Unto  us  a child  is  born,  unto  us  a Son 
is  given — his  name  /hall  be  called  the  mighty  God,  the  ever- 
lasting Father  (f).  His  name  lhall  endure  for  ever:  — andmen 
fijall  be  bleffed  in  him;  and  all  nations  lhall  call  him  bleffed  {f)» 
All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  Jloall  come  to  me. — This  is  the 
Father’s  will,  which  hath  feat  me,  that  of  all  which  he  hath  given 
me,  I Jlsould  lofe  nothings  but  Ihould  raife  it  up  again  at  the  lall  day— 
Whofo  eateth  my  flelh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eternal 
life  ; and  I will  raife  him  up  at  the  lall  day  ( g ).  I give  unto 
them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish:  neither  fijall 
any  pluch  them  out  of  my  hand  (/>).  And  the  multitude  of  them  that 
believed  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one  foul  (i).  As  touching  brother- 

i 

(/)  ,32.  See  Art.  XLVI.  LI.  LII. 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  the  preceding  Article.  (b)  If.  lxiii.  I — 6.  (c)  H, 

vii.  2 5-  (it)  Pf.  lxxxix.  19—25.  (e)  If.  ix.  6,  7.  viii.  14.  comp.  M.  i.  21. 

23.  D.ix.  24.26.  If.xlii.i — 7.  xlv.  21 — 25.  ij,i.  7.  v.  10 — 12.  lT.i.14, 
15-  (/)  P-  bxii.  I— 19.  If.  liii.  10,  n.  (g)  J.  vi.  37.  40.  44.  47.  51.54. 

(b)  J.  x.  28, 29.  comp,  J.  vi.  7.  Pf.  xxii.  31.  J.  xvii.  2.  (0  A.  iv.  13— 37, 

comp.  ii.  41 — 47. 
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eternally  perijh\  an  event  not  unforefeen  or  unattended  toy  but 
which  pierced  his  heart,  and  aggravated  all  his  other  afflic- 
tions in  the  garden. 

Of  the  Nature  W Extent  of  Chriffs  Intercession. 

Article  XLVIII*  dll.  Chrift\r  Intercejfion  does  not  lye 
only,  in  his  employing  his  favour  with  Almighty  God  in  behalf 
of  men  ; but  principally  in  .governing  his  churchy  and  fuper- 
intending  the  affairs  of  our  falvation  ; and  fo  it  belongs  as 
much,  or  more,  to  his  kingly , than  to  his  prieftly  office. — It 
comprehends  in  its  wide  embrace,  as  thofe  whofe  caufe  he 
equally  pleads,  all fnners  of  every  age  of  the  world,  not  only 
fuch  as  profefs  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  but  thofe  alfo  who  re- 
ject it:  of  which  an  example  was  exhibited  on  the  crofs, 
when  he  performed  the  office  of  an  Advocate  for  all  concern- 
ed in  his  crucifixion,  without  exception  of  perfons  : For  no 
diftindtion  whatever  is  to  be  made  between  any  of  his  pray- 

ly  love , ye  have  no  need  that  I Ihould  write  unto  you:  for  ye  your- 
felves  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another  (i). 

Redemption  is  certainly  applied,  and  effectually  communicated  to 
all  thofe,  for  whom  Chrift  hath  pur  chafed  it;  who  are  in  time  bv  the 
Holy  Ghoft  enabled  to  believe  in  Chrift,  according  to  the  go- 
fpel (/). 

Illustration.  M.  u He  is  now  in  heaven  a high  Prieft,  and 
mnketh  interceftion  for  us,'  not  merely , We  may  believe,  in  the  gene- 
ral fenfe  of  governing  his  churchy  and  fuperintending  the  affairs  of 
our  falvation;  but  alfo  by  employing  his  power  and  favour  with  the 
almighty  Parent  of  the  univerfe,  for  the  acceptance  of  our  imperfect 
prayers  and  fervices ; and  more  particularly,  for  procuring  ys  fpace 
for  repentance , amidft  our  manifold  provocations,  and  the  pardon  of 
our  fins,  when  we  truly  forfake  them(rt).  None  of  them  (of  thefe 
concerned  in  his  crucifixion,  Jews  or  Romans)  are  excluded  from 
the  wide  embraces  of  his  generous  aed  forgiving  love;  and  there  is 
none  of  them,  for  whom  he  does  not  perform  the  office  of  an  Advo- 
cate and  Ititerceffor. — Thus  he  executed  on  the  crols  the  priefly  func- 
tion of  making  interceftion  for  tranfgreffors.  For  we  may  juftly  con- 

(k)  iTh.  iv.  9.  1 J.  iii.  14.  If.  xi.  6 — 9.  J.xvii.  IJ.21.23.  comp.  Pf.  xxi.  2. 

J.  xi.  42. See  H.  ii.  13.  J.  xvii.  12.  If.  xlix.  5 — 12.  R.  viii.  29.  39. 

(/)  L.  C.  (^59.  See  Conf.  and  Cat.  on  Art.  XLIV.  as  alfo  L.  C.  Q^S 7> 
58,  59. 

Illus.  M.  («)  P.  281. 
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era  ns  a perfect  man,  full  of  benevolent  affections  to  the  hu- 
man race,  in  which  he  hath  left  us  an  example;  and  his 
prayers  confidered  as  Mediator  and  official  interceffr . Not- 
withftanding  it  does  not  extend  to  the  generation  of  impe- 
nitent fmners ; becaufe,  while  they  continue  fuch,  nothing 
can  be  done  for  them . For  it  has  no  effect  in  granting  repen- 
tance for  fin,  or  in  the  adtual  converfion  of  fmners  from  it: 
only  it  may  have  effedt  in  procuring  refpite  for  them,  or 
fpace  for  repentance  and  the  means  of  it,  till  all  proper 
methods  are  tried  for  their  converfion;  and  the  pardon  of  fin, 
upon  repentance  for  it,  and  forfaking  it.  We  fay  may  : for, 
even  in  this  view,  it  has  not  the  defired  effedl  with  regard 
to  ally  in  whofe  caufe  he  interefts  himfelf,  though,  without 
doubt,  it  has  with  regard  to  many  of  them. 

D.  The  interceffon  of  Chrift  is  fo  ftrange  a part  of  his 
work,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  give  any  confident  and  diftindft 
account  of  it.  In  it  there  is  a claim  made,  and  yet  that  is 

fider  him  in  this  in  (lance  pleading  the  caufe  of  all  fmners  in  every 
age  of  the  world;  whether  they  be  fuch  as  rejeft  the  faith  of  the 
gofpel,  or  fuch  as,  profefiing  to  believe,  do  not  yield  obedience  to 
it  (f).  He  prayed  not  for  the  world,  the  reprobate  generation  of 
impenitent  fmners  — nt  fupra — (e).  Our  Lord’s  intercefiion  may  a- 
vail  to  procure  refpite  for  finners,  and  farther  means  of  repentance, 
till  all  proper  methods  be  tried  for  their  converfion;  and  fuch  bene- 
fits may  be  granted  Xhtm,  partly  out  of  refpedl  to  the  worthinefs  and 
excellence  of  his  character,  and  that  heroic  virtue  difplayed  by  him 
in  his  death;  and,  on  the  fame  account,  the  pardon  of  their  fins  on 
repentance  ( d ).  He  prayed  alfo  for  his  enemies,  as  we  have  feen— . 
and  his  prayer  had,  without  doubt,  the  defired  effect,  with  regard 
to  many  of  them,  who  afterwards  repented  A).” 

D.  Father,  I will — “ ever  claim — compare  fuch  forms  of  wijhing, 
with  m.  x.  35.  vi.  35.  M.  xii.  38.  J.  xii.  21  ” (/).  I will  pray 
the  Father, — “ in  the  character  of  your  affectionate  and  faithful  ad- 
vocate. The  ffetl  of  praying,  rather  than  the  thing  itfelf,  is  here 
meant.  For,  M.  xxviii.  1 8.  & c.  A.  ii.  23.  &c.  an  expreflion  of  great 
modefty,  as  effe&ual,  as  J.  xi.  41,  42.”  (g).  I will  that  they  alfo 
whom  thou  haft  given  me— “ effectually  and  gracioufy be  with  me 
WI  pray  for  them. — <4  Divine  aids  to  them  more  efpecially.”  I 
pray  not  for  the  world — ((  for  the  unbelieving  world  as  Juch . Hi_ 


(O172.  U)  280.  (</)  28 3. 

Kb)  447- 


(0  280.— 2).  (/) 447.  7.  (g)  426.  2. 
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fo  far  from  being  a demand,  that  it  is  only  a wi/bj  fucb  as 
that  of  the  fons  of  Zebedee  for  a feat  on  his  right  and  left 
hand;  or  of  the  Pharifees  for  a fign  from  him;  or  of  the 
daughter  of  Herodias  for  the  head  of  John  the  Baptift : fuch 
a 'wi/Jj,  however,  as  is  no  requeft,  explicit  or  implied,  for- 
mal or  underltood,  but  the  effect  of  a tuff,  and  no  real  inter- 
cedion  at  all.  The  only  objedts  of  it,  or  the  perfons  for 
whom  it  is  made,  are  thofe  who  are  gracioufly  and  effectually 
called  and  given  to  him  ; and  all  he  wifhes  for,  even  to  thefe, 
is  divine  aids  in  their  fervices  and  fufFerings.  None  of  the 
unbelieving  part  of  mankind  have  any  interest  in  it,  or  are 
capable  of  what  is  pleaded  for  in  it.  For  how  are  they  ca- 
pable of  being  fandiifieci  through  the  truth,  of  being  kept 
from  evil,  and  made  one  with  the  Father  and  Son  ? Never- 
thelefs,  by  means  of  it,  our  names  may  be  regiftred  in  the 
Lamb’s  book  of  life,  written  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world. 

therto  the  number  of  unbelievers  was  by  much  the  greateft  ; and 
while  they  continued  fo,  were  neither  capable  nor  worthy  of  what 
he  prayed  for.  How  could  unbelievers  be  capable  of,  ver.  1 1.  15.  17. 
21.  (i)?  May  onr  names  be  regiflred  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life, 
by  his  mojl  merciful  interceffion  (/’}. 

Contrast.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  faid,  O Lord,  how 
loner  wilt  thou  not  have  merev  on  jerufalem* — ? And  the  Lord 

Q 4 

anfwered  the  angel  with  good  and  comfortable  words  (^).  I will 
pray  the  Father,  and  he  lhall  give  you  another  Comforter  (b).  But 
this  man,  becaufe  he  continueth  for  ever,  hath  an  unchangeable 
priefhood.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft; — feeing 
he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  (e).  Whether  the  forerunner  js 
for  us  entered;  even  Jefus  made  an  high  Prief  for  ever,  after  the 
order  of  M elch i zedeck  ( d) . — I pray  not  for  the  world;  but  for 
them  which  thou  haf  given  me  : for  they  are  thine  ( e).  — Neither  pray 
I for  thefe  alone , but  for  them  alfo , which  Jhall  believe  on  me  through 
their  word,  that  they  all  may  be  one  (_/').  Thou  haft  given  him  his 
heard s defire ; and  haft  not  withholdcn  the  requejl  oj  his  lips  (g). 
Father,  I will,  that  thofe  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me  be  with  me> 

(?)  441.  13.  (1)  Fa.  Wo.  217.  See  for  this  book,  Rv.  xvii.  18.  xxi.  27. 

Contr.  ( a ) Zc.  i.  12.  comp.  Ho.  xii.  4.  Ml.  iii.  I.  (b)  J*  xiv.  16.  L. 
xxii.  32.  (c)  H.  vii.  24,  25.  (d)  H.  vi.  20.  iv.  14  16.  ix.  24.  1 J.  »• 

I,  2.  comp.  Lv.  xv j.  Rv.  via.  3,  4.  Ex.  xxx.  I — 9.  (0  J*  xyii*  9*  **• 

x.  21,  22.  comp.  J.  xiii.  I.  R.  viij.  35—39*  (/)  J*  xv*i*  a0>  ai*  (SJ  H 


[ i39  3 


Of  the  Union  of  Chrifl  and  Believers, 

Article  XL1X.  D,  There  is  no  fuch  union  between 
Jefus  Chrift  and  believers  as  is  ufually  denominated  myjli- 
cal ; in  which  the  whole  perions  of  believers  are  invifibly 
and  myfterioufly,  yet  really  ant!  vitally  united  with  the  per- 
fon  of  Chrift,  as  Immanuel  and  head  of  the  church,  by  the 
Spirit  of  Grace  working  faith  in  their  hearts,  and  enabling 
them  to  the  exercife  of  it,  in  order  to  communion  with  him 
in  his  righteoufnefs,  grace  and  falvation.  All  the  union 
fubfifling  between  them  is  of  a morale  or  of  a political  kind, 
as  between  a man  and  his  friend,  a hufband  and  wile,  or  a 
king  and  his  fubjecls  ; the  bond  of  which  is  mutual  love, 

where  I am  (/>).  All  we  like  loft  flieep  have  gone  aftray:  we  have 
turned  every  one  to  his  own  way  : and  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  him 
the  iniquity  of  us  all.  — He  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgreffors, 
and  bare  the  tins  of  many;  and  made  inter  ceff on  for  the  tranfgref- 
fors(i). 

To  all  thofe  for  whom  Chrljl  hath  purchafed  redemption , he  doth 
certainly  and  effectually  apply  and  communicate  the  fame;  making  in- 
terceffion  for  them  (/■).  Chrift  maketh  intercefiion,  by  his  appear- 
ing In  our  nature  continually  before  the  Father  in  heaven,  in  the  merit 
of  his  obedience  and  facrlfce  on  earth,  declaring  his  will  to  have  it  ap- 
plied (/).  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  a Priest,  in  his  once  offering 
of  himfelf  a facriiice  without  fpot  to  God,  to  be  a reconciliation  for  the 
fins  of  his  people , and  in  making  continual  intercejfion  for  them  (m). 

Illustration.  D. — Dwelleth  in  me,  and  I in  him — « In  me, 
by  the  love  which  I bear  to  him — and  I in  him,  by  returns — ut 
fupra — E.  v.  2,  &c.  P.  ii.  5.  1 J.  iii.  16”  ( a ).  Ye  fhall  know 
that  I am  in  my  Father — “ by  afeflion”  — and  you  in  me — “ by  a 
fimilar  affection'' — and  1 in  you — “ by  clofe  and  cordial  attach- 
ment of  obedience  (b), 

9 2 

Contrast.  For  we  are  members  of  his  body , of  his  flefh,  and  of 
his  bones. — This  is  a great  myjlery:  but  I fpeak  concerning  Christ 
and  the  church  (<?).  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spi- 

xxi.  1 — 7.  J.  xi.  42.  M.  xxvi.  53.  I..  xxil.  32.  comp.  M.  xxvi.  75.  ( h ).  T. 

xvii.  24.  (0  II'.  Hii.  6.  12. — See  E.  v.  25,  26.  Ti.  ii.  14  R.  v.  6 — iq. 

1 C.  vi.  11.  Jr.  xxxii.  40.  Ezk.  xxxvi.  £5.  27. — Rv.  xvii.  8.  E.  i.  4,  ^ , 
(l)  Conf.  viii,  8.  L,  C.  CL  3^*  0)  L.  C.  55*  C.  Q.  44,  S.  C. 

<L*5- 

Illus.  D.  (a)  P.  205.  15.  ( b ) 427. 

CoNTR.  (a)  E.  V.  3c.  32.  i.  22,  23. 
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or  authority  on  the  one  fide,  and  (objection  on  the  othei*. 
They  are  in  him,  by  the  love  which  he  bears  to  them,  and 
lie  is  in  them,  by  grateful  returns  of  obedience,  and  a confant 
imitation;  chiefly  by  fimilar  difpoftions  and  works : or  they 
are  in  him,  by  an  affe Elion  fimilar  to  that , by  which  he  is  in 
the  Father;  and  he  is  in  them,  by  aclofe  and  cordial  attach- 
ment of  obedience. 

I , - # 

Of  Regeneration. 

1 _ 

Article  L.  D.  It  muftbe  confeffed,  that  the  fpirit  re- 
fident  in  worldly  men  is  a dull  and  flelhly  one;  yet  the  rea- 
fon  why  they  neither  fee  nor  know  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
his  things,  is  not  the  want  of  a fpiritual  faculty  or  power 
of  perception  : but  only,  their  grofs  want  of  attention,  in 

rit  (/■).  Abide  in  me,  and  I in  you — I am  the  vine , ye  are  the 
branches.  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I in  him,  the  fame  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit — For  without  me,  ( or  feparate  from  me)  ye  can 
do  nothing  ( c ).  Grow  up  into  him  in  all  things,  which  is  the 
head , even  Chrift  : from  whom  the  whole  body,  fitly  joined  toge- 

ther, and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  fupplieth,  according 
to  the  effectual  working  in  the  meafure  of  every  part,  maketh  increafe 
of  the  body  (</).  Hereby  we  know  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he 
in  us,  becaufe  lie  hath  given''  us  his  Spirit  (■<?).  Strengthened  with 
might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man,  that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your 
hearts  by  faith,  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  8cc  (f). 

All  faints,  that  are  united  to  Jefus  Chrift,  their  head,  by  his  Spi- 
rit and  by  faith,  have  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  graces,  fufferings, 
death,  lefurrection  and  glory.  And  being  united  to  one  another 
in  love  - (g).  The  union,  which  the  eleft  have  with  Chrift,  is  the 
work  of  God’s  grace;  whereby  they  are  fpiritually  and  myftically, 
yet  really  and  infeparably  joined  to  Chrift  as  their  head,  and  huf- 
band  f).  The  Spirit  applieth  to  us  the  redemption  purchafed  by 
Chrift,  by  working  faith  in  us,  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Chrift  in 
our  effectual  calling  (i). 

Illustration.  D.  The  Spirit  of  truth,  whom  the  world  can- 
not receive — “ worldly  men  cannot  poftibly  receive;  becaufe  it  is 
a dull  and  fief ely  fpirit  that  abideth  in  them,”  and  feeth  him  not, 
neither  knoweth  him — “ from  their  grofs  want  of  attention,  i C.  ii. 

( b ) i C.  vi.  15 — 20.  (r)  J.  xv.  I — 5.  G.  ii.  20.  C.  ii.  6.  (d)  E.  iv.  15,16. 

C.ii.19.  (<?)  I J.  iv.  13.  iii.  24.  R.  viii.  9.  E.  ii.  22.  (/)  E.  iii.  16 — 19. 

(£)  Conf.  xxvi.  1,  (t>)  L.  C.  <^66.  (0  S.  C.  C 
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not  ufmg  the  powers  which  they  have,  by  applying  them  to 
thefe  objects.  Hence,  as  well  from  the  many  good  qualities 
and  difpofitions,  which  we  have  found  to  be  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  man,  and  univerfally  poflefled  *,  regeneration , or 
a fecond  birth  from  heaven,  is  no  way  neceflary,  except  to 
other  principles  and  conduct  than  are  prevalent  at  fome  times, 
and  in  fome  places  of  the  world.  And  where  it  does  take 
place,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  the  implantation  of  fpiritual, 
fupernatural  habits  and  principles,  by  the  infinite  power  and 
grace  of  God,  giving  exiftence  to  things  which  before  had 
none.  But  as  it  is  the  very  fame  thing  with  converfion,  it  im- 
plies no  more  than  a turning  from  proud  ambitious  tempers, 
where  thefe  dre  predominant;  and  becoming,  in  refpedt  of 
mild,  lowly  and  unafpiring  difpofitions,  as  little  children  : 
or  fuch  a fanclification  of  the  fpirits  of  men  as  is  oppofed 
to  the  flelh,  which  is  fitted  only  for  natural  and  ani- 

14”  (//).  Except  a man  be  born  again — “ as  it  were  born  again, 
or  from  above,  to  other  principles  and  conduct,  than  are  no<w  pre- 
valent— fee  v.  31.  G.  iv.  9.  comp.  L.  xvii.  20.  The  fame  in  fub- 
flance  with,  M.  xviii.  3.  J.  vi.  44,  45”  ( b ).  Except  ye  be  con- 
verted— from  proud  ambitious  tempers,  or  change  your  minds,  and 
become  — ut  fupra ” ( c ).  That  which  is  born  of  the  flelh,  is  flelh — 
u could  it  be  ever  fo  often,  is  flelh  fitted  only — ut  fupra”—  That 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  isfpirit — “ thereby  fanftijied  in  fpirit,  and 
lives  a fpiritual  life,  fee  i C.  vi.  17.  H.  xii.  9”  For  their 

fakes  I fan&ify  myfelf — “ that  they  alfo,  taught  by  my  example , might 
be  eminently  fancfified  through  the  truth,  thus  awfully  fealed  in  my 
blood.  Or  that  they  might  be  perfe&ly  acquainted  with,  and  fet 
apart  to  preach  my  word,  being  thus  more  fully  initru&ed  in  it 

Contrast.  The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  God : the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ; neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiri- 
tually  difeerned  (a).  Verily  verily,  1 fay  unto  you,  except  a man 
( any  man,  every  man  ) be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  ( b ).  If  any  man  be  in  Chnft,  he  is  a new  creature.  Old 
things  are  pad  away:  behold  all  things  are  become  new  (<r).  Ye 
are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrijl  Jefus  unto  good  works  (<r/), 
A new  heart  alfo  will  1 give  you,  and  a new  fpirit  will  I put  within 

* See  Art.  XXIV. 

iLl.ns.  7).  {a)  P.427.  8.  (6)  65.  (VU4I.  (0  65.  12.  (e)  443.  27. 

Contr.  (a)  r.  C.  ii.  II.  14.  E.  V.  8.  iv.  18.  Jr.  v.  21.  (f)  T.  iii.  3.  r. 
(r)  2 C.  v.  17.  (AE.ii.10.  If.  xliii.7.21.  E.  2i. 
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null  actions,  and  which,  fo  continuing,  is  unmeet  for  immor- 
tality: in  other  words,  fuch  an  improvement  of  natural  rea- 
fon  as  gives  a fuperiority  to,  and  the  command  of,  bodily 
appetite;  and  this  is  eminently  accompliJJjed  by  fuitable  atten- 
tion to  the  example  of  Chrift:. 

Of  the  ability  of  Man  for  what  is  fpirit  it  ally  good. 

Article  LI.  M . That  men  are  by  nature  in  fuch  a 
flate  of  moral  death,  as  to  be  incapable  of  any  thing  fpiri- 
tually  good  and  acceptable  to  God,  is  a groundlefs  fable. 
Our  moral  ability  is  very  great  and  unqueftionable.  Thofe 
efpecially  who  enjoy  the  gofpel,  though  unbelievers,  are  e~ 
minently  fet  on  their  feet  and  provided  with  an  ample  (lock 

you — I will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  (e).  That  by  thefe  ye 
might  be  partakers  of  a divine  nature , having  efcaped  the  corrup- 
tion that  is  in  the  world  through  lull  ( f ).  That  which  is  born 
of  the  flefh,  is  fief:  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit, fpirit  (gf 

All  thofe,  whom  God  hath  predef  mated  unto  life,  and  thofe  only , 
he  is  pleafed,  in  his  appointed  and  accepted  time,  effectually  to  call, 
by  his  word  and  Spirit,  out  of  that  fate  of  fn  and  death , in  which 
they  are  by  nature , to  grace  and  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift;  enlighten- 
ing their  minds  fpiritually  and  favingly,  to  underftand  the  things 
of  God;  taking  away  their  heart  of  ftone,  and  giving  unto  them  a 
heart  of  flefh,  renewing  their  wills , and  by  his  almighty  power , de- 
termining them  to  that  which  is  good — who  is  altogether  pajfve 
therein,  until  being  quickened  and  renewedhy  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
is  thereby  enabled  to  anfwer  this  call,  and  to  embrace  the  grace 
thereby  offered  and  conveyed  (3>). 

Illustration.  Mru  He  (the  bankrupt)  is  refcued  from  the 
hands  of  poverty  and  wretchednefs,  his  debts  are  difcharged  or  re- 
mitted— he  is  again  fet  on  his  feet,  as  we  fay,  and  provided  in  an 
ample  ftock  to  begin  the  world  anew — Thefe  things  exhibit  a faint 
image  of  an  unbeliever,  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  preached  without  ef- 
fect (a).  See  here  what  God  expetts  (the  fulfilling  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  law ) after  fending  his  Son  in  the  condition  aforefaid ; 
and  he  experts  nothing  from  us,  which  he  hath  not  given  us  ability 
to  perforin  (3).  The  bleflings  are  unfpeakably  great,  while  the 

(<■)  Ezk.  xxxvi.  26,  27.  Jr.  xxxii.  40.  (/)  2 P.  i.  4-  E.  iv.  24.  C.  iii.  10. 

l.i.  18.  iP.i.13.  (o-)  J.  iii.  6.  comp,  viii.5 — 9.G.V.16 — 25.  (b)  Conf. 

x.  r, 2.  -L.  C.  0^67.  S.C.  Q^3i.  35*  See  on  following  Articles. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  476.  (£)  4 59* 
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to  begin  the  world.  God  experts  113  to  fulfil  the  righteouf- 
tiej's  of  the  lawy  and  he  requires  of  us  nothing  in  this  rei- 
pe£l,  which  he  hath  not  given  us  ability  to  perform.  He 
hath  made  all  his  fervice  not  only  practicable  but  eafy,  and 
put  it  fully  in  our  power,  by  the  performance  of  our  duty, 
to  be  happy.  Particularly  we  can,  if  we  pleafe,  make  all 
means  ufed  with  us  iucceisful.  We  can  prevent  fin  from 
having  dominion  over  us,  purify  and  fave  ourfelves  from  its 

power  j and  fo  can  not  only  reform  ourfelves  without  pof- 

* 

fervice  required  of  me,  is  not  only  praElicable , but  eafy  (r).  He 
hath  put  it  in  our  power,  by  the  practice  of  righteoufnefs  to  be  hap- 
py in  ourfelves  — (d ) for  granting  to  finners  the  means  of  repentance, 
and  the  benefit  of  pardon,  when  thefe  means  Jhould prove  fuccefsful 
(e).  They  (enterprises  for  rifing  from  tlie  deplorable  wretched- 
nefs,  to  which  iin  has  reduced  us)  are  difficult  enterprizes;  but  for 
the  difficulty  of  them,  I may  thank  myfelf  (/)•  How  zealous 
fnould  I be  to  juftify,  if  poffible,  a choice  fo  honourable  and  benefi- 
cial to  me — and  to  render  it  effectual  ( g')  ? We  cannot,  without 
violating  our  facred  engagements,  yield  obedience  to  fin,  or  ftffer 
it  to  have  dominion  over  us  (h).  By  a faithful  obedience  to  his  di- 
vine word,  we  fhall  be  purified  and  faved  for  ever  from  the  dominion 
of  fin  (i). — to  compel  us  (by  affliction ) to  keep  ourfelves  united  to 
him,  who  is  the  true  fource  and  centre  of  our  joy  (/’).  The  work, 
which  he  (a  linner)  nndertertakes  of  reforming  his  life , cannot  pof- 
fibly  mifearry,  but  through  his  own  fault , his  own  difinclination. 
If  there  be  but  a willing  mind , the  fuccefs  is  infallible  (/). — point 
out  to  finners  the  courfe  they  fhould  purfue,  in  order  to  recover 
themf elves  from  their  lapfes  (m).  They  have  facrinced  Chrjliati 
love , which  was  certainly  within  their  reach , and  would  not  have 
failed  to  make  them  virtuous  and  happy  («).  We  are  capable,  by 
proper  exertions,  of  making  profciency  in  goodnefs,— -or  if  we  are 
overtaken  with  a fault  more  or  lefs,  to  recover  ourfelves  from  it  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible.  We  may  deceive  ourfelves  in  this  matter,  if 
we  can , but  it  will  not  be  eafy  for  us — It  will  require  no  common  af 
fflance  of  the  fpirit  of  darknefs”  (/>). — Nay— 

\ 

Contrast.  (#).  When  we  were  yet  without  Jlrength , in  due 
time  C'hrift  died  for  the  ungodly  (b).  So  then  they  that  are  in  the 

C)  365.  (0*34.355-  (/)462.  (g)  474.  (J)  490.  0)549- 

(0  5*7-  (/)  464.  (*0  86.  («)  438.  (0)253.  GO  458.  See  next  Ar- 

ticle. 

Contr.  ( a ) See  on  the  preceding  Article  and  E.  ii.  i~ 5;,  C,  ii,  13. 
(0  R.  v.  6. 


* C M4  1 

fibility  of  mifcarriage,  if  we  will,  but  alfo  keep  ourfelves  li- 
nked to  God,  and  recover  ourfelves  from  all  lapfes  in  our 
courfe.  Chriflian  love  is  within  our  reach.  We  are  ca- 
pable, by  proper  exertions,  of  making  proficiency  in  every 
fpecies  of  goodnefs;  and  we  have  the  deceit  of  the  heart  fo 
much  under  command,  that  in  certain  cafes  at  lealt,  we 
mud  be  at  fome  pains,  and  fupported  by  no  common  a fli fi- 
ance of  the  fpiritof  darknefs,  to  l'uffer  it  to  prevail. — Nay — 

jlejh  cannot  pleafe  God  (c).  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit,  ex- 
cept it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me;  for 
•without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  (d  ).  Not  that  we  are  fufficient  of 
ourfelves  to  think  any  thing,  as  of  ourfelves  (e). — Yea  thou  heardfl 
not ; yea  thou  kneweft  not ; yea  from  that  time  thine  ear  was  not  open- 
ed. For  I knew  that  thou  wouldfl  deal  very  trencher oujly,  and  wail  cal- 
led a tranfgrefior  from  the  womb  (/) — I have  planted,  Apollo* 
watered;  but  God  gave  the  increafe.  So  then  neither  is  he  that 
planted  any  thing , neither  he  that  watereth;  but  God  that  givetli 
the  increafe  (g)»  Gan  the  Ethiopian  change  his  fkin,  or  the  leo-  • 
pard  his  fpots?  Then  may  ye  alfo  do  good  that  are  accuilomed  to  do 
evil  (/?).  Having  eyes  full  of  adultery',  and  that  cannot  ceafe  from 
fin  (i).  Though  thou  wafh  thee  with  nitre,  and  take  to  thee  much 
foap , yet  thine  iniquity  is  marked  before  met  How  canfl  thou  fay, 

1 am  not  polluted  (k)  ? Who  can  fay  I have  made  my  heart  clean, 

I am  pure  from  my  fin  (/)?  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft 
God:  For  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God;  neither  indeed  can 
be  (m).  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperate - 
ly  wicked.  Who  can  know  it  («)?  A deceived  heart  hath  turned 
him  afide  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  foul,  nor  fay,  is  there  not  a lie  in 
my  right  hand  (0)  ? 

Man  by  his  fall  into  a flate  of  fin,  hath  wholly  lojl  his  ability  of 
will  to  any  fpiritual  good  accompanying  falvation : fo  as  a natural 
man  being  altogether  averfe  from  that  good,  and  dead  in  fin,  is  not 
able  by  his  own  ilrength  to  convert  himfelf,  or  prepare  himfelf  there- 
to. When  God  converts  a finner,  and  tranflates  him  into  a flate 
of  grace,  he  freeth  him  from  his  natural  bondage  under  fin,  and  by 
his  grace  alone  enables  him  freely  to  will  and  to  do  that  which 

(e)  R.  viii.  8.  (d)  J.  xv.  4,  5.  (e)  2 C.  iii.  5 (/)  If.  xlyiii.  8.  Pf.  xiv.  I— 3. 
R.  iii.  9 — 19.  (G  I C.  iii.  6,  7.  Pf.  cxxvii.  I.  (b)  Jr.  xiii.  23.  (*)  a P.  ii. 

14.  (i)  Jr.  iii.  22,23.  (/)  Pr.  xx.  9.  Jb.  ix.  31,  32— See  Ho.  xi.  7.  iv*  16. 

Pr.  xxiv.  16.  Pf.  xxiii.  3.  Ho.  xiv.  4.  ( m ) R.  viii.  7.  v.  10.  Dt.  xxx.  6. — 

See.  S.  i.  4.  Jr.  x.  23.  Ezk.  xxxvi.  27.  Jr.  iv.  22.  («)  Jr.  xvii.  9.  (<?)  If. 

xliv.  20.  Ti.  iii.  3.  :T.  iii.  13. 
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Of  Tree-will. 

Article  LIT.  M.  So  great  is  man’s  ability  And  fuch 
the  llrength  of  his  free-will,  that  it  wholly  depends  on  ns, 
whether  we  are  brought  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
gofpel  or  not.  As  we  will , the  remedy  provided  again  ft 
our  weaknefs,  inconflancy,  and  undutiful  behaviour,  proves 
fufficient  or  infnfficient.  That  wonderful  principle  of  our 
conftitution  can  enfure  not  only  the  performance  of  true  re- 
pentance, but  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blellings  of  the  gof- 
pel; particularly  the  effectual  removal  of  fin,  in  deliverance 
both  from  the  pumfhment  and  practice  of  it,  through  Chrilt, 
if  it  chufes:  But  it  can  alfo  fet  limits  to  the  power  of  God; 

v 

is  fpiritually  good  (/>).  Thefe  good  works  done  in  obedience  to 
God’s  commandments  are  the  fruits  and  evidences  of  a true  and  live- 
ly faith — Their  ability  (even  that  of  believers)  to  do  good  works, 
is  not  at  all  of  thernfelvcs ; but  wholly  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift. 
And  that  they  may  be  enabled  thereunto,  lefides  the  graces  they 
have  already  received,  there  is  requifte  an  adual  itfuence  cf  the 
fame  holy  Spirit  to  work  in  them  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleafure  (y). 

Illustration.  M. — “ Covenant  of  remiffion  of  fin—to  all 
men  in  all  ages,  who  can  be  brought  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
gofpel  ( a ). — Except  what  may  arife  from  my  own  weaknefs,  in- 
conftancy,  and  undutiful  behaviour;  even  for  thefe  a fufficient  remedy 
is  provided  by  thy  goodnefs,  if  I will  but  ufe  it  (£).  It  Ihews  us 
the  certainty  of  our  being  enabled,  if  willing , to  perform  true  and  ac- 
ceptable repentance  (c).  All  things  are  yours , &c.  all  are  put  in 
our  power,  if  we  will , and  rendered  minifterial  to  our  falvaticn  (d)%  1 
Every  biefirng  promifed  in  the  gofpel  is  mine,  even  to  the  poffeffion 
of  eternal  life  in  heaven,  if  I but  endeavour  to  comply  faithfully  with 
the  defgns  of  thy  grace  (e).  We  are  often  faid  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  to  be  now  juflified  and  faved,  becaufe  we  are  put  in  a lure 
way  of  obtaining  thefe  benefits,  and  cannot  fail  of  them,  but  by  our 
own  faidt  (/).  In  Ihort,  if  the  matter  do  not  fick  at  us,  our  fins 
are  effefhially  carried  off  by  his  crucified  body,  and  we  are  deliver- 
ed for  ever,  both  from  the  punilhment  and  pra&iee  of  them  ( g). 

( p)  Conf.  ix.  3,  4.  ( q ) Conf.  xvi.  a,  3.  See  alfo  Conf.  Cat.  preceding 

Article,  with  L.  C.  and  following  Articles. 

Illus.  (a)  P.  363.  (L)  365.  (0  44^*  (d)  490.  (0  407.  (/)  1 22. 

(*)  5°5- 
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fo  thnt  he  cannot  raife  us  from  the  deplorable  weaknefs,  to 
which  our  fin  and  folly  hath  reduced  us,  without  its  con- 
fent  and  concurrence.  On  it  depends  much,  in  a fore,  the 
whole  of  the  new  covenant:  for  it  can  efFedfually  counter- 
act:, or  open  the  way  for  the  Father  of  our  fpirits,  and  either 
fruftrate  his  grace  and  the  defigns  of  his  mercy,  together 
with  the  effeels  of  the  Redeemer’s  mediation,  agreeable  to 
that  covenant,  or  give  them  exiftence  and  eftablifhment  at 
pleafure. 

D.  After  all  that  is  done  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  any  divine  power  that  accompanies  the  gofpel,  the 
enjoyment  of  the  future  priv'f  eges  of  the  kingdom  of  God> 

His  power  is  able  to  raife  me  up , if  I be  willing,  even  from  the 
deplorable  weaknefs  to  which  my  own  fin  and  folly,  Jlill  more  than, 
a degenerate  nature , hath  reduced  me  ( h ) . Our  preparatory  falva- 

tion  in  this  world,  or  our  deliverance  from  the  flavery  of  fin,  and 
recovery  to  holinefs  and  virtue,  is  alfo  the  effect  of  his  power,  but 
not  without  the  concurrence  of  our  own  wills  and  endeavours  (i).  It 
is  neceffary,  that  our  cares  and  labours  be  joined  to  thofe  of  our  Re- 
deemer, otherwife  it  (deliverance  from  the  flavery  of  fm)  will  never 
be  accomglifoed  iff).  The  blood  of  Chrift  to  ratify  this  covenant  de- 
monftrates — the  ftrong  andy£.\W purpofe  of  Almighty  God  to  make 
good  every  tittle  of  it,  as  far  'as  the  nature  and  order  of  his  govern- 
ment permits  it  to  depend  on  him  (/).  Let  it  (the  covenant)  not 
fail  on  the  part  of  thy  fervant ; fuffer  (me  nOt  to  fruftrate  the  grace 
of  my  God  fm).  Can  you  refjl  any  longer  the  Father  of  your 
fpirits,  after  he  hath  employed  fuch  ex  pen  live  means  to  reclaim  you? 
2'esy  you  may,  after  all;  fc*  he  will  not  obtrude  his  benefits  upon 
you,  or  any  one,  again (l your  own  deliberate  confent  (n).  Shall  not 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  fhed  for  the  remillion  of  fm,  prevail  on  us  to 
forfake  our  fins — or  {hall  I refohe  to  fruftrate  all  the  defigns  of  mercy 
in  my  behalf”  (<?)? 

D.  I will  give  unto  thee  the  keys— “ for  admitting  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  or  gofpel,  and  for  enjoying,  if  they  will,  all 
the  future  eminent  privileges  likevvife,  which  belong  to  it”  (p). 
To  give  his  life  a ranfom — “ not  only  for  the  Jews  but  for  all  man- 
kind, IF  they  are  not  aw  anting  to  themf elves  (y).  Were  the  means 
made  ufe  of  by  Chrift  to  enlighten,  reform,  and  create  mankind  to 
good  works  fujjicient?  Yes;  when  they  were  properly  entertained ” 

* I 

(b)  462.  (*)  547-  GO  231  (0  348  («)  365-  (*)  405.  (*)  332.  See 

quot.  on  Art.  XLVII.  particularly  from  P.  450.  426.  543.— —J>.  (p ) 227. 

TO.  (?)  342.  10. 
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depends  on  the  free-will  of  man.  It  is  this  that  gives  effect 
to  the  ranfom  paid  by  Chrift  in  yielding  his  life,  and  that 
renders  the  means  ufed  for  our  falvation  fufficient.  It  is 
not  neceffary  in  order  to  the  proper  entertainment  of  thele 
means,  that  people  be  enlightened  and  created  to  good 
works;  but  from  the  freedom  of  will  and  the  exertion  of  na- 
tural powers,  the  means  mud  be  fo  ufecl  to. produce  tliefe  ef- 
fects : For  under  the  gofpel  every  man  has  it  fairly  in  his 
power,  to  know  in  a due  manner  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  It  is  eafy  likewife  by  time  and  holy  endeavours,  par- 
ticularly by  falling,  to  fubdue  natural  inclinations,  and  ac- 
quire a habit  of  chadity,  as  Jefus  himfelf  did. — Thus — 


(r).  Ye  neither  know  me  nor  my  Father — “ though  it  has  been 
fairly  put  into  your  power”  (s).  And  there  be  eunuchs,  who  have 
made,  &c. — “ Eunuchs,  like  myself,  by  abjlinence,  who  have  made 
themfelves,  as  it  were,  eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven’s  fake. 
To  fubdue  their  natural  inclinations,  and  acquire , through  time  and 
holy  endeavours,  a habit  of  chaflity , on  purpofe  to  have  the  better  op- 
portunity and  means  both  for  ftudying  and  propagating  the  go- 
fpel” (/). 


Contrast.  (#).  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father 
which  hath  fent  me  draw  him — therefore  I faid  unto  you,  that  no 
man  cometh  unto  me,  except  it  were  given  him  of  my  Father  J). 
All  that  the  Father  giveth  rae,Jhall  come  to  me  (r).  Other  dieep 
I have  which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them  alfo  I mujl  bring  in;  and 
they  Jhall  hear  my  voice  (cl).  It  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  to 

will,  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure  ( e ).  And  you  hath  he  quick- 
ened, who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  wherein  in  time  pad  ye 
walked — But  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  where  - 
vitn  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  Jins,  hath  quickened  us 
together  with  Chrift  (by  grace  are  ye  laved)  and  hath  raifed  us 
up  together  (f).  And  you  being  dead  in  your  fins,  and  the  uncir- 
cumcilion  of  your  flefh  hath  he  quickened  together  with  him:  hav- 
ing forgiven  you  ail  trefpaffes  (g).  Verily,  verily,  I fay  unto  you, 
the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  fhall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  .Son  of  God;  and  they  that  hear  fhall  live  (h).  What  if 
fomedid  not  believe?  Shall  their  unbelief  make  the  faith  of  God  of 


(r)5x4<  (s)  260.  (/)  298.6. 

Contrast,  (a)  See  on  the 
(0  J-  vi.  37.  \d)  x.  16. 

Zc.  xii,  10.  (/)  £.  ii.  i — io. 

27- 


See  alfo  preceding  Article. 

foregoing  Articiq.  { b ) J.  vi.  44,  45,  65. 

O P-  h.  13.  See  Zc.  vii.  12.  E.  iv.  19. 
(g)  C.  ii.  13.  Ti.  iii.  3—6.  (/;)  j.  y.  24. 
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Of  the  1'owlr  of  the  Gospel. 

Article  LIII.  M,  The  power  of  the  gofpel  doe>  not 
lye  In  the  ef'icacy  of  divine  grace,  fovereignly  attending  it,  a;, 
a he  mean  for  bringing  men  into  a cordial  fubje&ion  to  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  and  transforming  them  into  the  image  of  God,  by 
a fupernatural  illumination  of  the  underftanding,  and  reno- 
vation of  tlie  will  and  affedBons;  but  is  entirely  of  a moral 
kind*,  confiding  of  fuch  motives  and  arguments , thereby  fug- 
gelted,  as  are  proper  to  determine  the  minds  of  rational 
creatures.  Confequently,  when  the  gieatelt  power  accom- 
panies the  goipel  and  is  difplayed  by  it,  every  one  is  left  to 
his  natural  liberty  to  add  as  his  own  heart  difpofes  him,  to 
embrace  or  rejedb  it  at  pleafure  *,  God  only  referving  to 
himfclf  a right  of  calling  them  to  account  for  their  unfuit- 
able  condudf,  who  do  not  give  it  a proper  reception. 

D.  The  whole  energy  of  the  gofpel  lies  in  its  friendly  mo- 

none  ejfcB  (i)?  And  think  not  to  fay  within  yourfelves,  we  have 
Abraham  to  our  Father:  For  I fay  unto  you,  that  God  is  able  of 
thole  stones  to  raife  up  children  to  Abraham  (>£).  There  is  no 
wifdom,  nor  underftanding,  nor  counfel  againft  the  Lord  (/). 
My  counfel  fail  Jland,  and  I will  do  all  my  pleafure  (m).  The 
light  ftiineth  in  darknefs,  and  the  darknefs  comprehendeth  it  not  («). 

By  this  fin  they  fell  from  their  original  righteoufnefs  and  commu- 
nion with  God,  and  fo  became  dead  in  fin — They  being  the  root  of 
all  mankind — -the  fame  death  in  fin,  and  corrupted  nature  was  con- 
veyed to  all  their  pofterity — this  original  corruption,  whereby  we 
are  utterly  indifpofed , di  fabled,  and  made  opposite  to  all  good,  and 
wholly  inclined  to  all  evil  (0). 

Illustration.  M.  “ Whatever  power  there  is  in  the  gofpel  — 
which  is  properly  the  dodlrine  of  the  crofs,  for  promoting  the  refor- 
mation of  men,  this  power  is  entirely — ut  fupra — and  make  them 
yield  a willing  obedience  to  it,  from  a convidtion  of  its  divine  truth 

* O 7 # , , 

and  excellence  ( a ).  It  was  enough  for  him  to  exert  his  power  in 
favour  of  this  heavenly  dodtrirte  (in  the  primitive  times)  as  that  e- 
very  one,  who  honeftly  attended  to  it,  might  be  fully  Satisfied  that 

(i)  R.  iii.  3.  (i)  M.  iii.  o.  (/)  Pr.  xxi.  30.  (m)  If.  xlvi.  10.  Pf.  cxv.  3. 

ox x x v.  6.  I).  iv.  35.  Pf.  xxxiii.  9 — II.  Jb.  xxiii.  13.  E.  i.  II.  ( n ) J.  i.  5. 
E.  iv  18.  i.  17 — 20.  1 J.  v.  20. — See  I Th.  iv.  4,  y.  R.  i.  24 — 32.  2 P.  ii. 
14 — 22.  C.  ii.  11.  R.  viii.  13.  (0)  Conf.  viii.  2,  3,  4.  See  Conf.  Cat.  far- 

mer Article,  and  Scriptures  on  Art.  XLVII. 

IllUs.  M.  G)  P.  545. 
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ral  per fuafton,  or  the  cogent  argument  which  it  propofes.  This 
was  the  power  and  wifdom,  with  which  the  firfl  preachers 
of  it  were  endowed  from  on  high,  for  compelling  the  Gentiles 
to  a fuitable  reception  and  improvement  of  their  meffage, 
and  the  oniy  thing  that  rendered  it  effect ual.  Indeed  it  is  the 
oniy  method  of  dealing  with  men  becoming  the  gofpel  fealt, 
and  fuited  to  the  nature  of  rational  beings  \ not  only  in  op- 
polition  togexternal  force,  but  alfo  to  internal  operation  : and 
yet  it  is  fo  fufficient  and  powerful,  that  as  the  fulleft  means 
of  couvidlion  are  thereby  furnifhed,  fo  men  are  laid  under  a 
tiecejjity  of  believing,  and,  of  courfe,  of  performing  every  o- 
ther  fpiritual  and  acceptable  duty.  As  an  evidence,  the  me- 
thod which  dur  Lord  himfelf  employed  for  keeping  his  dif- 
ciples  in  an  evil  world,  was  not,  lefs  or  more,  any  divine 
fan£lifying  influence  on  their  hearts,  but  merely  fuitable  lej- 
fotis  and  motives  propofed  to  their  minds  \ and  his  luccels 
was  anfwerable  to  his  care  in  this  kind. 


it  came  from  him.  But, -after  that , he  left  every  one  free  to  reject 
or  embrace  it  at  pleafure ; only  referving  to  himfelf  a right  of  calling 
all  men  to  account  for  their  condudl,  and  giving  them  the  fuitable 
rewards  of  another  world”  (£). 

D.  Compel  them  to  come  in — “by  inftant friendly perfuefi on— » 
ufed  for  cogent  argument  and  perfuafion.  So  Chrift  compelled  the 
Gentiles  to  receive  his  gofpel,  by  endowing  the  preachers  of  it  with 
wiidom  and  power  from  on  high.  He  laid  them  under  a moral  no 
eeffty  of  believing,  by  furnijhing  the  fdlejl  means  of  conviction*  This 
method  only  would  become  a feaft,  and  fuit  the  nature  of  rational 
beings”  (r).  I kept  them — u by  fuitable  leffons  and  motives  propo- 
fed to  their  minds” — I have  kept— u with  fuccefs  anfwerable  to 
my  care  ( d ).” 

Contrast.  (<2)  Who  hath  believed  our  report?  and  to  whom 
is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed ( b )?  I drew  them  with  cords  of 
a man,  with  bands  of  love.  And  I was  to  them  as  they  that  take 
of  th tyoke  on  their  jaws,  and  I laid  meat  unto  them  (c).  The  Lord 
fhall  fend  the  rod  of  flrength  out  of  Zion : rule  thou  in  the  midfl 
of  thine  enemies.  Thy  people  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power 
(<?).  Whofe  heart  the  Lord  opened , that  fhe  attended  to  the  things 
which  were  fpoken  of  Paul(^).  And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with 
them;  and  a great  number  believed,  and  turned  to  the  Lord  (/). 

^ P‘  10,  442.  Sec  preceding  Articles,  and  Art. 


Contr.  (a)  See  on  preceding  Article,  particularly  T 
P.  u.  13.  (6)  If.  iiii,  i.  (f)  pjy.  ^ (V)  Pf.  cx.  2 

{J  ) A.  xi.  a. 


vi.  44,  45.  65. 
(<)  A.  xvi.  14. 
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Of  Human  Merit. 

Article  LIV.  M.  Merits  in  the  high  fenfe  of  die  word, 
as  if  any  were  abfolutely  able  to  make  God  their  debtor, 
or  that  their  worthinefs  fhould  be  a full  equivalent  for  his 
rewards,  feems  to  derogate  from  the  grace  of  God.  Even 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Jesus  had  no  merit  in  this  refpeft; 
for  though,  when  compared  with  that  of  the  belt  of  men,  it 
was  unfpeakably  great  and  tranfcendent;  yet  it  did  ^ot  equal 
the  munificence  of  God  in  rewarding  it.  But,  in  common 
language,  we  afcribe  merit  or  worth  to  every  man,  in  whom 
gQodnefs  prevails.  And  men,  ordinary  men,  polTefs  this  me- 
rit in  the  fame  fenfe  as  he  did,  tho’  in  an  inferior  degree : for 

My  fpeech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  the  enticing  words  of 
man’s  * wifdom , but  in  demonjl ration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power  (£-). 
Our  gofpel  came  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much  alfurance  (/6). 

Others  not  elected,  although  they  may  be  called  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  the  word,  and  may.  have  common  operations  of  the  Spirit, 
yet  they  never  truly  come  unto  Chrift  (2).  Effectual  calling  is  the 
work  of  God’s  almighty  power  and  grace,  whereby,  (out  of  his 
free  and  fpecial  love  to  his  eledt,  nnd  from  nothing  in  them,  mo- 
ving him  thereunto)  he  doth,  in  his  accepted  time,  invite  and  draw 
them  unto  Jefus  Chrift  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  favingly  enlighten- 
ing their  minds,  renewing , and  powerfully  determining  their  wills , fo 
as  they  (though  in  themfelves  dead  in  fin)  are  hereby  made  willing 
and  able  freely  to  anfwer  his  call  (/).  The  Spirit  of  God  maketh 
the  reading,  but  efpecially  the  preaching  of  the  word,  an  effectual 
means  of  enlightening,  &c,  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  “ What  we  call  merit,  in  the  high  fenfe, 
jeems — tit  fupra - — But  who  i6  able,  abfolutely,  to  make  God  his 
debtor  («)?  This  worthinefs  is  no  equivalent  for  the  rewards, 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him. — The  merit  of 
our  Lord  Jesus,  compared — ut fupra  ( b ).  We  are  never  faid,  any 
where  in  the  New  Teftament,  to  be  feved  by  the  merits  of  Chrift  ; 
but  always  by  his  obedience,  righteoufijefs,  blood,  death,  life,  &c. 

(g)  1 C.  ii.  4.  iii.  5—7.  (/>)  I Th.  i.  5— io.  comp.  J.  vi.  63.  v.  25,  26. 

2 C.  x.  4.  I.  i.  18.  E.  i.  19,  2,0.  ii.  8.  C.  ii.  12. — J.  I.  5.  10,  II.  R.  viii.  2, 
|.  xvii.  6—  8.  17.  M.  xiii.  11.  16.  I . xc  ai,  22.  xxii.  32.  (i)  Conf.  x.  4. 

(i)  L.  C.  Q.  67.  (/)  L.  C.  CL  15.5-  See  all'o  Conf.  xiv,  1.  L.  C. 

S.  c.  CL 86.  89  rcmp.  on  Art.  L.  LI. 

Illus.  (a)  P.  282.  C)  a88. 


C I51  ] 

theirs , like  his,  is  a motive  for  GocTs  exercifing  towards  them 
that  mercy  which  is  efTential  to  him*  There  is  fo  much  of 
it  in  ordinary  obedience  and  righteoufnels,  that  it  procures 
divine  blefings  from  God.  Thefe  are  granted  on  account  of 
it : It  is  fuftained  as  a reafon  for  them:  and  fo  it  is  really  a 
J'ource  of  bletfednefs,  and  a fort  of  price  for  the  benefits  be- 
llowed. This  it  is  always  to  thofe  that  poftefs  it,  and  forne- 

that  we  may  never  forget  the  free  grace,  or  gratuitous  favour  of 
God(r).  In  common  language, — ut  fupra— and  the  more  the 
greater;  and  there  muft  be  worth  or  merit  in  all,  that  fhall  be  final- 
ly admitted  to  the  happinefs  of  heaven  Id).  The  righteoufnefs  and 
obedience  of  good  men  may  be  one  reafon  for  his  exercifing  that 
mercy  which  is  effential  to  him— may  induce  him  to  fuffer  even  the 
imperfedl  holinefs  of  fome  to  redound  to  the  good  of  others , who 
are  more  deficient  in  thofe  qualities,  or  deflitute  of  them,  and  may 
be  gracioufly  and  wifely  fujtained  by  him  as  a reafon  for  extending 
kindnefs  — (e).  Encourages  them  in  well-doing,  that  they  may  be 
more  extenfively  ufeful,  and  procure  more  good  to  others , as  well  as 
then f elves  (f).  Sinful  men  have  often  very  valuable  benefits — not 
only  through  the  mfrumentality , but  on  the  account  of  the  virtue  of 
others  {g),  God  is  pleafed  to  have  refpedl  unto  the  piety  and  o- 
bedience  of  his  fervants,  and  on  their  account , to  bellow,  in  many 
cafes,  important  benefits  on  thofe,  who  are  yet  in  a Hate  of  enmity 
with  him  ( h ).  He  makes  even  the  imperfedl  virtue,  which  is  to 
be  found  among  men,  a fours e of  blejfednefs , not  to  its  immediate  own- 
ers only , but  to  thofe  who  are  eflrangedyhcw  it — by  fuffer ing  their 
piety  to  overflow  to  the  good — ut  supra — He  is  pleafed  to  accept 
of  it  at  their  hands,  both  on  their  own  behalf,  and  in  fome  fort  as  the 
price  of  benefits  bellowed  on  the  undeferving . No  facrifice  prevails 
with  him,  like  the  obedience  of  his  rational  creatures  (/).  Righte- 
oufnefs, we  fee,  is  acceptable,  and  prevails  in  his  eyes,  and  avails 
with  him  for  the  procuring  of  favours  and  benefits  always  to  thofe 
who  are  poffeffed  of  it,  and  fometimes  to  others  befide  (/£). 

Contrast.  (<?)  And  if  by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  works: 
otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace.  But  if  it  be  of  works , then  it  is 
no  more  of  grace:  otherwife  work  is  no  work^b).  Ch  rist  is  become 
of  no  ejfed.  to  you;  whofoever  of  you  are  juflified  by  the  law,  ye 

( c ) 284.  ( d ) 288.  (*)  259.  comp.  quot.  under  Art.  XXVII.  (/)  271. 
(g)  260.  (/j)  262.  (/)  269.  (1)  285. 

Contr.  (a)  See  P.  ii.  6 — 9.  If.  ix.  6.  comp.  liii.  II,  12.  Pf.  xxi.  1 — 7. 
comp.  Pf.  xxii.  I— 18.  R.  x.  4,  i.  J7.  H.  i.  3.  ix.  n,  12,  P>v.  v.  o.  il, 
(0  R.  xi.  6.  y 
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times  to  others  alfo.  For  fucli  is  rhe  merit  of  virtue  and  o- 
bedience,  though  impcrfeft,  that  it  not  only  procures  good 
to  the  performer,  but  overflows,  as  a full  well  or  overchar- 
ged river,  to  the  good  of  all  with  whom  they  are  connec- 
ted, and  for  whom  they  interell  themfclves,  to  valuable  and 

important  benefits,  fpiritual  and  temporal. 

\ 

are  fallen  from  grace  (r).  I dc  not  fruit  rate  the  grace  of  God:  for 
is  righteemfnefs  come  by  the  works  of  the  law , then  Christ  is  decal 
in  vain  (d)>  I am  not  worthy  of  the  leafl  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of 
all  the  truth,  which  thou  haft  (hewed  unto  thy  fervant  (<?).  Thou 
art  my  Lord,  my  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee  (f).  If  thou  be 
righteous,  what  givefl  thou  him?  or  what  receiveth  he  of  thine 
hand  (g)  ? Whom,  though  1 were  righteous,  yet  would  I not  an- 
fiver:  but  I would  make  my  f application  to  my  Judge  (h).  Like- 
wife  ye,  when  ye  (hall  have  done  all  thefe  things,  fay,  we  are  unpro- 
fitable fervants : we  have  done  that  Which  it  was  our  duty  to  do  (;). 
We  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing:  and  all  our  righteoufnefes  are  as  fil- 
thy rags  (k).  They  which  receive  the  abundance  of  grace,  and  of 
the  gift  of  righteoufnefs , fliall  reign  in  life  by  one  Jesus  Christ— 
where  fin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound:  that  as  fin  hath 
reigned  unto  death,  even  fo  might  grace  reign  through  righteouf- 
nefs to  eternal  life,  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  (/).  God,  who  is 
rich  in  mercy , for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us — that  in  the 
ages  to  come,  he  might  fhew  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace 
in  his  kindnefs  towards  us  through  Chr’fl  fefus.  For  by  grace  are 
ye  faved — not  of  works , left  any  man  fhould  boaft  (m).  After  that 
the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  towards  men  appeared. 
Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to 
his  mercy  he  faved  us  («). 

We  cannot,  by  our  befl  works , merit  the  pardon  of  fin,  or  eter- 
nal life,  at  the  hand  of  God,  by  reafon  of  the  great  difproportion 
that  is  between  them  and  the  glory  to  come,  and  the  infinite  diflance 
that  is  between  us  and  God,  whom,  by  them,  we  can  neither  profit, 
nor  fatisfy  for  the  debt  of  our  former  Jins;  but,  when  we  have  done 
all  we  can,  we  have  done  but  our  duty,  and  are  unprofitable  fervants  j 
and  becaufe,  as  they  are  good,  they  proceed  from  the  Spirit;  and, 
as  they  are  wrought  by  us,  they  are  defied  and  mixed  with  fo  much 
weaknefs  and  imperfedion,  that  they  cannot  endure  the  feverity  of 

(£)  G.  v.  4.  (J)  G.  ii.  21.  (0  Gn.  xxxii.  jo.  (/)  Pf.  xvi.  3.  (jr)  Jb.  xxxv.. 
6—8.  (i>)  Jb.  ix.  1 5.  21.  (/)  L.  xvii.  10.  (i)  If.  liv.  6.  P.  iii.  6.  to. 

(/)  R.  v.  17.  to,  21.  vh  23.  (w)  E.  ii.  4-  7 — 9*  (")  Ti.iii.  4.  5.  R.  iii. 

27.  1 C.  xv.  10.  2 C.  ix.  14.— Pf.xlix.  7,  S.  M.  xxv.  8,  9.  See  the  follow- 
ing Articles. 
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Of  Remission  of  Sin  and  Justification. 

Article  LV.  M.  Chriflians  are  not  really  juftified 
and  laved  now , otherwife  than  as  they  are  put  in  a fure  way 
of  obtaining  thefe  benefits,  and  cannot  fail  of  them  but 
through  their  own  fault:  fo  that,  ftriblly  fpeaking,  none  have 
at  prefent  actual  falvation  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  but  only  lal- 
vation  from  it  in  hope  and  expectation.  For  j unification  is  that 
hope  of  righteoujnefs , for  which  we  muft  wait  till  the  lad  day, 
or,  at  (horteft,  till  the  moment  of  our  difi'olution  by  death. 
Only,  God’s  faithful  fervants  have  received  fuch  teftimonies 
of  his  love,  difpofition,  and  ability  to  jufitfy  them,  and  to 
complete  the  work  of  their  falvation,  as  are  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  free  them  from  all  jealoufies:  particularly,  they 
receive  an  earned  and  fure  pledge  of  their  j unification  in 

God’s  juftice.  Works  done  by  unregenerate  men,  although,  for 
the  matter  of  them,  they  maybe  things  which  God  commands,  and 
of  good  life  both  to  themfelves  and  others;  yet,  becaufe  they  pro- 
ceed not  from  a heart  purified  by  faith,  nor  are  done  in  a right 
manner,  according  to  the  word,  nor  to  a right  end,  the  glory  of 
God;  they  are,  therefore,  fnful,  and  cannot  pleafe  God,  or  make 
men  meet  to  receive  grace  from  God ; and  yet  the  negledl  of  them 
is  more  finful  and  difpleafing  to  God  (0). 

Illustration.  M.  “ Though  we  are  often  faid  in  the  New 
Teftament  to  be  now  jujlifed  and  faved,  becaufe  we  are  put — ut 
fupra — yet,  ftriclly  fpeaking,  we  are  at  prefent  faved  from  the  guilt 
of  fin,  in  hope  and  expectation,  rather  than  in  aClual  pojffjion  (a). 
Indeed  they  (deliverance  from  the  reigning  power  of  fin,  and  free- 
dom from  condemnation  for  pafts  fins)  include,  when  taken  toge- 
ther, all  that  is  defirabie  to  a finner  as  fuch.  What  more  can  we  with 
for,  than  to  be  delivered  from  the  flavery  of  fin  for  the  future,  and 
from  the  condemnation  we  were  liable  to  for  paf  fins?  (If  We 
wait  for  the  hope  of  righteoufnefs  or  juji, if  cation  by  faith  (c).  The 
righteous  being  feparated  from  the  wicked,  (hall  be  completely  and 
publicly  juftified  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  univerfe  (J).  Both 
from  God  and  Chrift  they  (his  faithful  fervants)  have  received — ut 
fupra  (r).  An  earneji  and  fure  pledge  of  our  juflif cation  we  receive 
— ut  fupra  (/).  We  are  juftified  by  his  blood , therefore,  becaufe, 
by  the  (bedding — ut  fupra  ( g ).  If  we  give  ourfelves — to  righteouf- 

(«)  Conf.  xxi.  5.  7. 

Illus.  M,  (a)  P.  322.  (£)  230.  (c)  323.  (</)  308.  (f)3 22.  (7)323. 

(g)  330* 


u 


[ x54  ] 

the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  deliverance  from  the  flavery  of 
vicious  paffions.  Still,  however,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
their  j unification,  fir  ft  and  laft,  is  by  the  blood  of  Chrift 
only,  as  by  the  fhedding  of  his  blood  he  obtained  power  to 
juftify  themj  and  it  is  fo  far  from  being  granted  on  the 
ground  of  his  righteoufnefs  alone,  that  it  is  much  more  pro- 
perly the  reward  of  their  own  righteoufnefs  than  of  his  ; as 
vve  fhall  juft  now  fee.  Indeed  our  final  deliverance  from 
the  guilt  and  punifhment  of  fin,  in  our  laft  and  complete 
juftification,  is  a matter  which  is  not  the  effect  of  the  death 
of  Chrift,  or  his  work  at  all,  further  and  otherwife  than  as 
it  is  accomplifhed  by  the  operation  of  that  mighty  power 
which  God  hath  gracioufly  given  him. 

D.  The  remiffion  of  fins  is  more  difficult,  than  to  cure 

nefs,  our  reward  is  juf if  cation  and  eternal  life  (h).  Our  final  deli- 
verance from  the  guilt  and  punijhment  of  fin,  is  a work  to  be  effected 
only  by  the  operation  of  that  mighty  power  which  God  hath  given 
to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift”  (i). 

D.  Whether  is  it  eafier  to  fav — “ in  its  own  nature  the  remif- 
fion  of  fins  is  the  mof  difficult  of  the  two ; being  of  a higher  order 
than  any  thing  natural;  but  the  laft  is  more  obvious  to  human  fenfe. 
Which  is  eafier,  to  fee  the  heart , and  to  know  that  a perfon  is  wor- 
thy of  forgivenefs , or  to  work  a miracle ” ( k ) P But  that  ye  may 
know — 66  a divine  power  even  on  earth  to  forgive  fins;  to  diftin- 
guifh  from  that  which  is  more  complete,  which  God  hath  referved  for 
another  world,  M.  x.  22.  m.  xiii.  13.  H.  iii.  6.  14.  vi.  2.  P.  iii. 
20.  1 C.  xv.  14,  &c”  (/).  That  whofoever  believeth  on  him  fhould 
not  perifii — (i  under  the  guilt  of  their  pajl  fns,,}  but  have  eternal 
life — “ the  fure  hope  of  eternal  life”  ( m ). 

Contrast.  Therefore  being  jujlifed  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  By  whom,  alfo,  we 
have  accefs,  by  faith,  into  this  grace  wherein  we  fand,  and  rejoice 
in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God  (0).  By  grace  are  ye  faved  (3).  Who 
hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling  (r).  Though 
your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  finall  be  white  as  fnow;  though  they 
be  red  like  crimfon,  they  (hall  b$  as  wool(d),  I,  even  I,  am  he 
that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgrefiions,  for  mine  own  fake ; and  will 
not  reinember  thy  fns(e).  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob  ; 

(b)  480.  (i)  323. D . {k)  96.  I.  (/)  97.  2.  (m)  67.  See  following 

^ rticles, 

Contr.  (a)  R.  v.  I,  2.  (£)E.  ii.  5 — 8.  (c)  zT.  i.  9.  Ti.  iii.  5.  (J)  If. 

i.  18.  (0  If.  xliii.  2J.  xliv.  22.  H.  viii.  12.  Pf.  ciii.  I — 4.  C.  ii.  13. 
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the  fick  of  the  palfy  by  a word  fpeaking;  for  it  is  eafier  to 
work  a miracle  than  to  fee  the  heart . It  is  either  full  and 
complete,  or  partial  and  incomplete.  'The  latter  only  is 
granted  to  men  now,  and  the  only  remiflion  that  was  com- 
petent to  Jefus  Chrift,  while  on  earth,  to  bellow.  The 
tinner  is  referved  by  God  for  another  world.  And  that 
partial  remiflion  is  not  an  a£l  of  the  abfolutely  free  and  fo- 
vereign  grace  of  God,  implying  fecurity  to  the  perfon  againfb 
perilhing  under  the  guilt  of  any  fin,  but,  always  proceeds 
on  human  worth,  is  never  bellowed  but  on  thofe  whom 
Chrift  fees  to  poflefs  the  requifite  merit,  and  conveys  a fecu* 
riiy  againlt  perifhing  under  the  guilt  of  pall  fins  only. 

neither  hath  he  feen  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael  (y*).  The  iniquity  of 
Ifrael  fha.ll  be  fought  for,  and  there  fhall  be  none;  and  the  fins  of 
Judah,  and  they  Jhall not  be  found:  for  I will  pardon  them 
There  is,  therefore,  now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Chrift  Jefus — Who  lhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God’s  elect? 
It  is  God  that  juffeth;  who  is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Chrift 
that  died  (/&).  With  everlafing  kindnefs  will  I have  mercy  upon 
thee — fo  have  I sworn,  that  I will  not  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor 
rebuke  thee  (z).  Being  now  jujlifed  by  his  blood , we  lhall  be  faved 
from  wrath,  through  him  (I).  Being  jujlifed  freely  by  his  grace , 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift:  whom  God  hath  fet 
forth  to  be  a propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood  (/).  Surely,  fhall 
one  fay,  in  the  Lord  have  I righteoufnefs.  In  the  Lord  fhall  all 
the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juflifi ed  ( m ).  Knowing  that  a man  is  not  ju*. 
ftified  by  the  works  of  the  law , but  by  the  faith  of  Chrift — for  by 
the  works  of  the  law  lhall  no  flelh  be  ju ftified  (zz).  Who  can  for- 
give fins,  but  God  only  (o)r’  Jesus  faid,  thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee 
—•that  ye  may  know  the  Son  of  man  hath  power  on  earth  to  forgive 
fins  ( p ).  Lord  remember  me,  when  thou  comeft  to  thy  kingdom 
— Jefus  faid  unto  him,  verily  I fay  unto  thee,  to-day  lhalt  thou  be 
with  me  in  paradife  (9). 

Thofe  whom  God  effectually  calleth,  he  alfo  freely  juffeth:  not 
by  infilling  righteoufnefs  into  them,  but  by  pardoning  their  fins, 
and  by  accounting  and  accepting  of  them  as  righteous;  not  for  any 

(/)  N.  xxiv.  21.  (g)  Jr.  1.  20.  (b)  R.  viii.  1.  33,  34.  (/)  If.  iiv.  9,  f0. 

See  R.  v.  16.  18.  19.  If.  Hii.  IT.  (/>)  R.  v.  9.  (/)  R.  iii.  24,  25.  (OT)  If, 

xlv.  23,  24.  («)  G.  ii.  16.  21.  R.  iii.  20.  Pf.  cxliii.  2.  G.  iii.  16, 11.  How 

much  this  is  of  grace,  fee  R.  v.  I.  iii.  24.  comp.  Ti.  iii.  7.  If.  xliii.  2t.  E.  i. 

7.  Pizk.  xxxvi.  25.  32.  If.  xlviii  9.  (0)  M.ii.  9.  comp.  If.  i.  18.  Mi.  vii.  18 

19.  Pf.  exxx.  4.  and  then  fee  Jr.  xvii.  9,  10.  1 K.  viii.  39.  (y)  M.  ix.  2 hi 

(j)  L.  xxiii.  43.  See  on  Art.  L1V. 
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Of  the  Terms  of  Acceptance  with  Coil. 

Article  LVI.  M.  The  promifes,  though  great  and 
rich,  have  their  conditions  on  our  part,  upon  the  performance 
of  which  only  they  can  be  accomplilhed.  It  is  only  on  con- 
dition of  our  deferting  the  fociety  and  pra&ices  of  the  wicked, 
and  living  as  Chriitians,  that  we  can  have  God  for  our  God, 
and  become  his  people;  and  not  the  latter  that  mull  take 
place,  in  order  to  the  former ; For  without  a Jleady  adherence 
to  his  will,  in  the  praiflice  of  all  goodnefs  and  righteoufnefs, 
he  will  never  own  us  for  his  children.  It  is  only  by  a due 
refperil  to  all  his  commands  that  we  make  curfelves  accep- 
table to  him:  for  his  acceptance  and  favour  (land  fo  entirely 
on  the  ground  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and  the  fuitable  fruits 
thereof,  that  we  may  not  found  any  hope  in  the  merit  and 
atonement  of  Jefus  himfelf,  exclujive  of  our  own  perfonal  obe- 
dience, which  is  more  prevalent  with  him  than  any  facrifice 

thing  wrought  in  them,  or  done  by  them,  but  for  Christ’s  sake 
alone;  not  by  imputing  faith  itfelf,  the  acl  of  believing,  or  any 
other  evangelical  obedience  to  them,  as  their  righteoufnefs;  but  by 
imputing  the  obedience  and  fatisf action  of  Chrift  to  them,  they  receiv- 
ing and  refting  upon  him  and  his  righteoufnefs  by  faith. — Their 
jollification  is  only  of  free  grace,  that  both  the  exa£l  juftice  and 
free  grace  of  God  might  be  glorified  in  the  juftification  of  finners — 
God  doth  continue  to  forgive  the  fins  of  thofe  who  are  jollified — they 
can  never  fall  from  their  fate  of  jiff  cation  (r). 

Illustration.  M.  “ They  (the  promifes)  cannot  fail  of 
their  accomplifhment,  in  due  time  and  order,  upon  performing  the 
conditions  of  them . — If  we  withdraw  from  the  fociety  and  practices 
of  the  wicked,  and  live  as  Chriftians,  God  will  be  our  God,  and  we 
fall  be  his  people,  he  will  be  a Father  to  us,  &c  (#).  But  a fea - 
dy  adherence  to  his  will  in  the  practice  of  all  goodnefs  and  righ- 
teoufnefs, as  taught  in  his  law — this  he  peremptorily  requires — and 
without  it , he  will  never  own  us  for  his  children  (Z>).  If  you  wilh  to  be 
a blefiing  to  others,  you  mull  ftudy  to  be  acceptable  to  God,  by 
having  a due  refpetl  to  all  his  commandments  (c).  We  are  allured  of 
divine  favour  and  acceptance,  folely  on  the  ground  of  faith  in  Chrify 
and  the  fuitable  fruits  thereof  (d).  We  may  not  found  any  hope , in 
the  merit  or  atonement  of  our  Saviour,  exclujive  of  our  own  perfonal 
obedience  (c).  No  facrifce  prevails  with  him  like  the  obedience  of 

O)  L.  C.  Ch  7°>  7I>  7 2.  s.  C.  33- 

Illus,  M.  (<z)  P.473.  (6)  250.  (c)  27  J.  {d)  358-  (0  457- 
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whatever,  not  excepting  that  of  his  own  Son,  being  more 
precious  than  the  blood  of  Ckrift  hirnfef  It  is  this  obedience 
alone,  therefore,  that  recommends  us  to  the  friendfhip  of 
God,  and  to  gracious  communion  with  him.  It  is  this  that 
carries  on  and  completes  our  moral  perfection,  and  indeed  the 
cnly  thing  that  can  conduce  to  it,  and  to  ourfupreme  hap- 
pinefs. It  certainly  gains  inward  peace  and  comfort  now,  and 
will  deliver  our  fouls  in  the  day  of  the  Lord.  As  there  never 
was  any  thing  but  fin  unrepented  of  that  Hood  between  men 
and  the  richeft  tokens  of  God’s  favour,  fohe  waited  only  for 
their  amendment  to  receive  them  into  his  bofom;  and  this  he 
has  often  done,  as  the  effect  of  mere  goodnefs  and  uncove - 
nanted  mercy . Having  determined,  from  the  beginning,  to 
accept  of  repentance  and  fincere  obedience , inftead  of  finlefs 
perfection,  all  are  allured  of  accefs  to  the  favour  of  their 
common  Parent,  who  do  not  exclude  themfelves  from  it  by 
their  obftinacy  and  impenitence.  With  a faithful  endeavour 

his  rational  creatures  (/)•  Obedience  is  more  precious  than 
the  blood  of  Christ  himself  (^).  All  are  inltruCted  what  it 
is  (viz.  perfonal  righteonfnefs ) that  will  recommend  them  to  the  favour 
of  God , and  what  they  mull  afpire  after  to  have  communion  with 
him  ( h ). — to  the  performance  of  good  works,  whereby , under  the 
blefiing  of  heaven,  our  moral  perfection  is  carried  on  and  completed 
(i).  It  is  obedience  and  fubmifiion  to  the  will  of  God,  which  can 
alone  conduce  to  our  moral  perfections  and  our  fupreme  happinefs  (/*). 
He  hath  put  it  in  our  power,  by  the  practice  of  right coufnefs,  to  be 
happy  ourfelves,  and  blefiing  to  others — certainly  to  gain  inward 
peace  and  comfort  in  every  fituation  here  below,  and— -ut  fupra — (/). 
There  was  nothing  but  fin — ut  fupra — Even  in  their  impenitent 
Hate  he  pitied  and  fought  them,  and  he  waited — ut  fupra — This 
was  the  effect  of  mere  goodnefs,  and  often  of  unc  oven  anted  mercy  (?«). 
This  fupreme  Lawgiver  determined— fupra  («).  Men  of  every 
country  and  kindred  under  heaven  wrere  allured — ut  fupra  (<?).  Do 
but  fncerely  repents  and  you  fhall  find  the  arms  of  his  mercy  open 
to  receive  you  (/>) — a faithful  endeavour  to  fulfil  his  law — with  its 
though  — ut  fupra  (y).  Of  which  (happinefs)  they  Ihould,  in  due 
time,  be  put  in  aCtual  pofiefiion,  if  they  fought  it  by  fincere  repen- 
tance, and  a patient  continuance  in  well-doing , though  attended  with 
imperfeftions  (r).  The  blood  of  Chrift,  though  filed  for  us  all , 
cannot  benefit  any,  but  thofe  who  are  fprinkled  with  it,  which 


(/)  269.  (g)  499-  (0  29°*  (0  4 65-  (i)  249.  (/)  291.  (m)  346, 

347.  (*)3JI.  (0  395-  (/>)  403=  (?)  2 53.  (r)  240, 
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to  fulfil  his  law,  though  wo  come  fliort  in  many  things,  he 
will  gracioufly  account  and  treat  us  as  holy,  umblameable, 
and  unreprovable  in  his  fight.  It  may  be  admitted, if  it  (hould 
be  infilled  on,  for  the  fake  of  found,  and  to  pleafe  faflidi- 
ous  minds,  that  thefe  things  are  benefits  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift  ; but  always  in  the  fenfe  before  explained  *,  and  con- 
fident with  what  is  now  advanced.  To  fay  the  truth,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  thofe  benefits  fhould  flow  from  this 
blood  ill  any  fenfe  ; fince,  as  it  profits  none,  unlefs  they  are 
fprinkled  with  it,  fo  that  fprinkling  is  the  fruit  not  only  of 
faith,  but  of  gofpel  obedience . Faith,  repentance , and  gofpel 
obedience  are  abfolutely  neceflary  to  give  us  admijjion  to  fel- 
lowdiip  with  the  bon  of  God;  and  as  we  cannot  be  privi- 
leged with  that  communion  till  all  thefe  things  are  perfor- 
med, one  fhould  think  the  advantage  of  it  cannot  be  great  •, 
at  lead,  till  we  are  launched  into  eternity;  and  that  it  mult 
be,  not  to  his  righteoufnefs  and  blood,  but  to  his  laws  alone, 
we  are  to  look  for  our  happinefs. 

is  only  the  fruit  of  faith  and  gofpel  obedience  (j-).  Faith — ut  fupra 
(/).  His  laws  (i.  e.  thofe  of  the  gofpel,  as  diflinfl  from  its  injiruc - 
tions , promifes , &c.  &c. ) point  out  the  unerring  road  to  true  bappi* 
nefs”  (u).  ' • • \ • 

D.  Thy  faith  hath  favedthee — (i  Thy  faith,  exercifed  in  fuch 
ftedfafl  manner,  hath  mod  completely  faved  thee — brought  you  ut  ~ 
fupra — L.  viii.  47,  48.  m.  v.  34”  (v).  And  he  was  angry—  “ It 
is  not  natural  for  the  truly  good — ut  fupra — What  follows  doth 
prove  that  there  is  no  juft  caufe  for  any  fuch  thing.  Comp.  A.  xiii, 
42,  &c.  1 Th.  ii.  16”  (<*»).  The  publicans  go  into  the  kingdom 
of  God  before  you — “ by  repentance  and  faith  (a;).  In  vain  do  we 
look  for  acceptance  through  the  rigour  of  law,  and  humble  con - 
fejfion — ut  fupra”  (y).  Seek  firft  - “ and  his  righteoufnefs  enjoined 
therein,  (i.  e.  the  gofpel ).  The  obedience  due  to  divine  laws , as  prepa- 
rative for  heaven  (a).  Bring  forth  the  beft  robe— “ comp.  M. 
xxii.  11.  This,  fpiritualized,  may  fignify  2.  grateful  obedient  life,  in 
all  time  coming,  Rv.  vi.  11.  vii.  13,  14.  xix.  8,  (a).  I am  the 
way  “ by  my  example the  truth,  “ by  repeated promife and  the 
lit':;  “ by  an  endkfs  reward:  or  your  example  in  the  true  way  to  end- 
lefs  life — Reward  is,  in  fcripture,  often  applied  to  much  more  than 
any  one  has  a right  to.  See  M.  v.  1 2.  4.6.  vi,  1.  comp.  T.  vi.  31’ 

* Article  XLII. 

M 354.  (t)2  77.  0)507- il.(-y)  P.  156.20.  (w)  316. 13.  (at)  367* 

(j)  Fa.  Wo.  205^  (*)  319.  11.  0)  3I5*  I9*  00  425-  13* 
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D.  It  is  hard  to  fettle  the  precife  terms  of  our  acceptance 
with  God.  It  is  either  faith  or  repentance,  or  repentance 
and  faith  conjoined,  or  humble  confefiion,  that  entitles  us 
immediately  to  his  favour;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine 
which  of  them  has  greateft  influence,  or  whether  all  of  them 
have  not  equal  effe<T,  as  uniting  their  powers  in  one  joint 
caufe.  For  as  faith , confidered  as  our  a£l,  completely  faves 
us,  or  brings  us  into  a Hate  of  falvation  and  acceptance  with 
God,  fo  it  is  not  natural  for  the  good  to  complain  of  others 
being  received  into  favour  by  repentance,  wot  is  there  any  juft 
caufe  of  fuch  a complaint.  And  yet  again,  as  publicans  go 
by  faith  and  repentance  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  fo  humble 
confejjton , with  a view  to  pardon,  is  al  l we  have  to  depend  on. 
— But  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
which  we  are  commanded  to  feek  in  the  firft  place,  is  not 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  but  the  righteoufnefs  enjoin- 
ed in  the  gofpel,  confifting  in  our  own  obedience  to  the  law; 

Contrast.  ( a ) Whereby  are  given  to  us,  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes  (b).  Thcoromife — was  not  through  the  law , but 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith — therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it 
might  be  by  grace , to  the  end  the  promife  might  be  fare  to  all  the 
feed  (c).— I will  haye  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy ; and  I will  fay  to  them  which  were  not  my  people,  thou  art 
my  people;  and  they  fhaH  fay,  thou  art  my  God  ( d ).  How  fhall  I 
put  thee  among  the  children? — And  I faid,  thou  lhalt  call  me  Fa- 
ther, and  lhalt  not  turn  away  from  me  (e). — If  his  children  forfake 
my  law,  See. — neverthelefs,  my  loving  kindnefs  will  I not  utterly 
take  from  him(/). — To  the  praile  of  the  glory  of  his  grace 
wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved  ( g). 
Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith  we  have  peace  with  God, 
through  6ur  Lord  Jesus  Christ — wealfojoy  in  God , through 
our  Lord  Jef us  Chrift,  by  whom  we  have  now  received  the  atone- 
ment (h).  Through  him  we  both  have  accefs  by  one  Spirit  to  the 
Father  (i).  I am  the  way — no  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  Articles  LI.  LIV.  (t>)  2 P.  i.  4.  (r)R.iv.  13 16. 

G.  iii.  18.  H.  ix.  15.  1 J.  ii.  25.  comp.  v.  10,  II.  2 C.  i.  30.  Ti.  i.  2. 

Ho.  ii.  23.  R.  ix.  15,  16.  25,  26.  (e)  Jr.  iii.  19,  20.  G.  iii.  26.  iv.  4,  5. 
J.  i.  12.  I J.  iii.  1—3.  E.  i.  4.  (/)  Pf.  lxxxix.  30—34.  comp.  2 S.  vii. 

J4,  1 5-  J-xhi  1.  R.viii.  35 — 39.  Ho.  ii.  19,  20.  See  If.  xlviii.  8,9.  (?)  E. 

i.  6,  7.  (L)  R.  v.  1 — 11.  If.  xxvii.  5,  comp.  R.i.  16.  I C.  i.  24.  E.  ii.  1 3 

17.  See  alfo,  If.  hiv.  6.  P.  iii.  6—10.  i.  6.  If.  xlii.  1—3.  21.  (i)  E.  ii/18, 
iii.  12. 
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even  as  the  bejl  role  put  on  the  prodigal  fon,  fpiritualized, 
iignifies  a grateful  arid  obedient  life . This  is  the  white  robes, 
given  to  the  fouls  under  the  altar,  with  which  the  innumer- 
able company  before  the  throne  are  adorned,  and  the  fine 
linen  with  which  the  Lamb’s  wife  is  arrayed.  For  Jefus 
Chrill  is  our  way  to  God’s  favour  now,  and  to  heaven  at 
length,  only  by  his  example;  the  life  only  by  conferring  an 
endlefs  reward  of  our  own  integrity : Or,  if  you  chufe  it 
otherwife  exprefled,  he  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life, 
as  he  is  our  example  in  the  true  way  to  endlefs  life . This, 
indeed,  makes  our  acceptance  and  eternal  felicity  a reward 
of  debt;  but  they  are  of  grace  too  ; becaufe  more  than  we 
have  a ftrift  and  full  right  to. 

Of  Sanctification. 

r 

Article  LVII.  M.  Freedom  from  the  depravity  of 
fin,  or  fanftification , does  not  flow  from  the  death  of  Chrift, 
as  any  real  meritorious  caufe;  nor  is  it  accomplifhed  by  his 
Spirit  and  grace  alone,  applying  that  death,  and  rendering 

me  (i).  We  are  the  circumcifion  that  worfliip  God  in  Spirit,  and 
rejoice  in  ChristJesus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the flefa  ( /) . Come 
unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I will  give  you 
rejl  (m). — even  Jesus  which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come 

!n).  Through  faith  he  kept  the  paflover  and  fprinkling  of  blood 
&).  That  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  fellow-heirs,  and  ot  the  fame 
body,  and  partakers  of  his  promife  in  Christ,  by  the  gofpel  (/>). 

All  thofe  that  are  juftified,  God  vouchfafeth,  in  and  for  his  only 
Son  jfefus  Chrifly  to  make  partakers  of  the  grace  of  adoption  ; by 
which  they  have  accefs  to  the  throne  of  grace  with  boldnefs,  are 
enabled  to  cry  Abba,  Father,  are  challened  by  him  as  a father,  yet 
never  cajl  off,  but  fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption,  and  inherit  the 
promifes,  3s  heirs  of  everlafling  falvation  (9). 

Illustration.  M.  u It  is  proper  to  begin  with  the  latter 
( i.  e.  pardon,l — becaufe  from  thence  may  be  drawn  a powerful  mo- 
tive to  excite  oitr  zeal  and  induftry  for  accomplijhing  the  former 

(&)  J.  xiv.  6.  H.  x.  19 — 22.  (/)  P.  hi.  3.  I J.  i.  5— 7*  1 P- h- 5*  P*  iy* 

(»*)  M.  xi.  28.  If.  xxxii.  2.  J.  xiv.  27.  2 C.  i.  5.  P.  iv.  7.  («)  1 Th.  i.  10. 

I C.  iii.  11.  H.  ii.  3.  x.  26 — 31.  (0)  H.  xi.  29.  I C.  v.  7,  8.  If.  xlvi.  12. 

lv.  1— 5.  El  iii.  17.  H.iv.3.  (/>)  E.  iii.  6.  *T.i.lovE.  i.  13.  R.  x.  14,15- 
comp.  M.  vi.  33.  with  R.  i.  17.  P.  iii.  9.  R.  iii*  20,  21.  (7)  Conf.  xh» 

L.  C.  Q.  74.  See  Conf.  and  Cat.  on  preceding  Articles. 
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inllituted  means  effedual.  In  its  commencement  and  pro- 
grefs,  it  partly  depends  on  ourfelves ; fo  far,  indeed,  that  if 
our  cares  and  labours  are  not  joined  with  thole  of  the  Re- 
deemer, as  co-ordinate  caufes,  it  will  never  be  accomplilhed. 
As  we  can,  agreeably  to  what  lias  been  taught  about  man’s 
moral  ability  and  freedom  of  will  *,  with  a very  little  afii- 
flance,  repent  and  believe  the  gofpel,  put  off  the  old  man, 
and  put  on  the  new,  and  do  fuch  other  things  as  are  requi- 
fite  towards  our  fati6lificationy  all  the  effietl  of  ChriJFs  death 
this  way  is,  like  the  power  of  the  gofpel  f,  of  a rational  and 

fie.  deliverance  from  the  depravity  of  fin)  which  depends  partly 
upon  ourfelves  (a).  In  the  other  ('deliverance  from  the  depravity  of 
lin^l  it  is  necejfary  that  our  endeavours  concur  with  the  grace  of  Hea- 
ven, and  that  our  cares  and  labours  be  joined  with  thofe  of  the  Re- 
deemer, other  wife  it  will  never  he  accompljhed  fib}.  We  can  repent 
— ut  fupra — wi  thout  which,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  com- 
mand them  (c).  It  fiall,  therefore,  be  my  endeavour  ('on  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  death  of  Chrift  removes  the  depravity  of  fin ) to 
point  out  the  various  motives  and  arguments,  which  this  difpenfation 
yields  to  confirm  our  faith , conciliate  our  love , perfuade  us  to  repent  and 
turn  to  God , to  excite  us  to  the  practice  of  all  holinefs  and  righteouf- 
neTs  fil).  Section  2d,  Chrift’s  death  a motive  to  love. — The  fuffer- 
ings  of  our  divine  Redeemer  tend  to  conciliate  and  firengthen  our 
love  l e}.  Sedlion  3d,  Chrift’s  death  an  argument  to  repentance.  We 
Ihould  next  fhew  the  efficacy  thereof  f our  Saviour’s  death ) as  an  ar- 
gument to  perfuade  finners  to  repent. — Our  fubject  requires  us  to 
treat  of  this  motive  more  directly  by  itfelf,  as  we  fhall  afterwards 
do  fome  other  motives  to  piety  and  virtue,  drawn  from  the  fame 
f ounce  (f).  Section  4th,  Chrift’s  death  an  incitement  to  proficiency 
in  virtue — to  inquire  what  force  this  fame  event,  rightly  contidered, 
has  to  excite  us  to  the  performance  of  good  works  (g).  By  the 
death  of  the  crofs,  in  confirmation  of  the  new  covenant,  he — hath 
furnifhed  11s  alfo  with  the  molt  powerful  arguments  to  abllain  from 
fin  for  the  future  (/>).  It  was  the  delign  of  God,  and  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  ChrilV,  to  five  us:  from  the  former  (i.  e.  the  reigning  power  of 
Jin)  by  blunging  us  to  true  repentance , or  per  funding  to  forfake — ut  fu- 
pra— (i).  Our  very  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  all  the  noble 
infirutlions  and  motives  it  propofes,  in  order  to  reform  and  fanftfy  us, 
or , in  other  words,  our  redemption  from  the  ignorance  and  vanity 

* Art.  LI.  LII.  f Art.  LIIT. 

iLT.uq.  M.  (a)  P.  233.  J)  231.  0)  231.  (0  368.  C)  391.  (/)  44I. 
CT)  465.  J)  5 05.  (/)  230. 
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moral  kind;  fuggefting  fuitable  arguments  > motives , and  in- 
citements to  zeal  and  induftry,  in  exerting  ourfelves.  And 
then  only  is  th$  end  gained,  when  the  grace  of  Heaven  fo 
far  concurs  with  our  endeavours,  that  we  liften  to  thefe  ar- 
guments, feel  the  force  of  thefe  motives  and  incitements  j 
and  fo  are  perfuaded,  in  a rational  way,  or  are  prevailed  with 
by  the  power  of  moral  fuafton , to  repentance,  or  to  forfake 
all  iniquity,  and  to  lecad  a new  life  in  holinefs  and  righte- 
oufnefs. 

O/Perseverance. 

Article  LVIIL  M,  The  mod  eminent  believers  may 
fall  totally  and  finally  from  a date  of  grace.  For,  though  all 
true  Chriftians  are  now  jullided,  fo  as  to  be  in  a fure  way 
to  juf  if  cation  and  falvation  ; yet  they  may  fail  of  it  through 
their  own  fault : and  though  true  faith  is  in  itfelf  a living, 

of  a heathenifh  converfution,  is  a benefit  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  blood  of  Chrift”  (/•). 

Contrast.  Chrift  alfo  loved  the  church,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
it,  that  he  might  fanclify  and  cleanfe  it  with  the  wajhing  of  -water 
through  the  word  ( a ).  Jefus  alfo,  that  he  might  fanctify  the  people 
with  his  own  blood , differed  without  the  gate  ( b ).  Know  ye  not, 
that  fo  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jefus  Chrift,  were  bapti- 
zed into  his  death — ? knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with 
him , &c. — Reckon  yourfelves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive 
unto  God,  through  fefus  Chri/l  our  Lord  (V).  In  whom  alfo  ye  are 
circumcifed  with  the  circumcifon  made  without  hands , in  putting  oft 
the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fiefh  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift,  Sec. 
( d).  God  hath  from  the  beginning  chofen  you  to  falvation,  through 
fanliif cation  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth  (e).  Elect,  ac- 
cording to  the  foreknowledge  of  God,  through  finliif  cation  of  the 
Spirit  unto  obedience , and  fpr  inkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  (f).  I 
have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafting  love;  therefore  with  loving-kind- 
nefs  have  I drawn  thee  (g).  The  epifle  of  Chrijl — written — with 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  not  in  tables  of  ftone,  but  in fejh - 

\ 

<e0  P.  3*9- 

Contr.  ( a ) E.  v.  25 — 27.  Ti.ii.  14.  ( b ) H.  xiii.  12.  ( c ) R.  vi.  3 — II. 
(J)  C.  ii.  II — 13.  G.  ii.  20.  P.  iii.  IO.  (?)  2 Tb.  ii.  13.  (/)  I.  P.  i.  2. 

I C.  vi.  II.  R.  i.  4.  viii.  1,2,  3,4-  13-  J-Jv.  14.  yii.  38,  39.  (g)  Jr. 

xxxi.  3.  J.  v.  2j.  Ez.  xxxvii.  13,  14.  a C.  iii.  J.  P.  ii.  13. 
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a clive,  and  immortal  principle,  it  may  die  by  the  fame  mean. 
Even  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl  cannot  fecure  the  (lability 
of  any  for  a (ingle  moment,  but  on  condition  of  their  conti- 
nued watchful  nefs  and  fidelity;  io  that  it  the  latter  be  fu~ 
fpended  for  the  (horteft  time,  they  lofe  all  the  advantage  of 
the  former.  Not  only  open  apoftacy  from  the  proleffion  of 
the  truth,  but  every  wilful  fin , under  that  profeflion,  ren- 
ders the  facrifice  of  Chrifl  quite  unprofitable  to  us,  as  much 
or  more,  than  if  we  had  never  been  partakers  of  its  benefit. 
Peter  fell  from  the  number  of  Chrifi’s  friends,  and  needed 
to  be  reflored  to  his  favour;  fo  may  any  other  alfo  by  their 
lapfes:  nothing  being  left  to  regain  the  favour  of  God , but 
the  fame  courfe  of  penitence,  which  he  was  obliged  to  pur- 
fue.  Hence,  whatever  be  faid  about  God’s  gracious  covenant, 
or  the  manner  of  ratifying  it,  there  is  much  reafonable  caufe 

ly  tables  of  the  heart  (h).  This  is  the  covenant  I will  make  with 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael — I will  put  my  laws  into  their  mind , and  write 
them  in  their  hearts  (i). 

They  who  are  effectually  called  and  regenerated,  having  a new 
heart  and  a new  fpirit  created  in  them,  are  farther  fanCVified,  real- 
ly and  personally  through  the  virtue  of  Chrifl7 s death  and  refurreftion , 
by  his  word  and  Spirit  dwelling  in  them  (k).  Sanctification  is  a 
work  ofQ od’s  Grace,  whereby  they,  whom  God  hath  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  chofen  to  be  holy,  are,  in  time,  through  the 
powerful  operation  of  his  Spirit,  applying  the  death  and  refurreflion 
of  Chrifl  unto  them,  renewed  in  the  whole  man  after  the  image  of 
God,  having  the  seeds  of  repentance , and  all  other  faving  graces, 
put  into  their  hearts ; and  thofe  graces  fo  flirred  up,  increafed,  and 
(Lengthened,  as  that  they  more  and  more  die  to  fin,  and  rife  unto 
newnefs  of  life  (/). 

Illustration.  M.  (rz)  “ The  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
is  in  itfelf — utfupra — It  makes  CJbrift  live  in  us,  and  us  in  him; 
nor  can  it  be  ever  wanting  to  us,  or  die  in  us,  without  our  own 
fault  [b').  - The  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chriff  can  fecure  the 
liability  of  the  righteous,  only  on  condition  of  their  continued  watch- 
fulnefs and  fidelity  fl).  By  apoftacy  from,  or  finning  under  the  pro - 
fejfion  of  it , ( the  truth ) we  render  the  facrifce  of  Chrifl  unprofitable  to 

{b)  2 C.  Hi.  3.  (i)  H.  viii.  io.  Ezk.  xxxvi.  25 — 27.  See  fen pt' ires  on 

Art.  L.  LI.  LII.  (b)  Conf.  xiii.  1.  3.  (/)  I,.  C.  CL  75.  77-  S.  C.  <^3 5. 

See  alfo  Conf.  Cat.  on  Art.  L.  Li.  Liii.  and  confider  carefully  L.  C.  Q. 
73.  with  feriptures  fubioined. 

Illus.  (<?)  See  llluftr.  Art.  LI.  parti,  letter/.  (1)  389.  (c)  282. 
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of  doubt  and  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  beft,  in  their  beft 
times,  and  even  when  there  is  but  a Rep  between  them  and 
heaven,  arifing  from  their  own  weaknefs,  inconftancy,  and 
undutiful  conclude : Iror,  after  they  feem  to  have  efcaped 
hell,  and  to  have  one  foot  within  the  threlhold  of  glory,  they 
may  be  eternally  debarred  from  the  latter,  and  unexpectedly 
and  irretrievably  precipitated  into  the  former. 

D . It  is  indeed  fomewhat  difficult,  but  withal  very  pof- 
ftble,  finally  to  deceive  the  elect,  or  choice  ones  of  God. 
For  people  may  be  Chriftians  in  fo  high  a Fen  1 e,  as  to  be  the 
children  of  God , quickened  with  Chrijl,  and  raifed  together  with 
him,  fo  as  to  po fiefs  a full  right  to  everlaRing  life;  nay,  and 
know  afiuredly  in  themfelves,  that  they  have  the  better  and 
more  enduring  fubitance  in  heaven  ; and  yet  ceafe  to  be  Chri- 
Rians,  and  lofe  all  thefe  things.  Chrift  does  not  give  them 
life,  in  order  to  their  mild,  humble,  and  tractable  virtue; 

vs,  this  hilt  and  molt  perfect  facrifice,  fpecially  provided  by  the 
mercy  of  God,  H.  x.  2 6.  Sc c.  — (<r/)  I will  not  even  yet  difown 
you,  fPeteyJ  repent ■ fpeedily,  and  be  restored  to  t.-i e number 
of  my  friends  (<?).  Thefe  tears  of  compundlion  which  he  Aied 
for  his  unworthy  conduit — point  out  to  iinners  the  courfe  they 
ihould  purfue,  to  recover  themfelves  from  their  lapfes , and  regain 
the  favour  of  God  (/)•  The  very  method  of  ratifying  this  gra- 
cious paition  (i.  e.  by  the  death  ofChridy*  is  calculated  to  remove 
every  doubt  and  anxiety  from  my  mind,  with  regard  to  my  future 
happinefs,  except  what  may  arile  from  my  own  weaknefs,  incon- 
ftancy and  undutiful  behaviour ” (g). 

— Shall  deceive,  if  it  were  possible,  the  very  eleit — “ his 
choice  ones.  What  was  difficult  the  Jews  expreffed  by  an  impofii- 
bilitv,  comp.  M.  xxvi.  39.  m.  xiv.  35.  A.  xx.  16.  R.  xii.  18.  G. 
iv.  15.”  he  hath  everlafting  life — “ the  furs  earnrjls  of  everlalting 
life;  or,  underfianding  the  prefent  as  put  lor  the  future,  he  hath  a 
full  title  to  everlaRing  life,  E.  ii.  5,  6,  H.  x.  34.  J.  i.  12.  It  cannot 
be  loR,  while  they  continue  Chrijtians”  (/).  I give  unto  them  eternal 
life — “ the  ajfurance  of  eternal  life,  to  reward  their  mild,  humble, 
and  tradable  virtue;”  neither  Aiall  any  pluck  them  out  my  hand — 
“ neither,  while  they  abide  in  their fimplicity  and  ieachablenefs , fiiall  any 
foe,  however  fubtil  and  violent,  be  able,  &c.  (k) — certain  it  is,  that 
Chrtjlrans,  though  chofen  to  exceeding  high  privileges,  were  fometimes 
drawn  away  from  their  true  faith,  by  fondnefs — utfupra ” (/). 

(d)  457.  (e)  84.  (/)  86.  (jr)  365.  See  Illuft.  Art.  xlvii.  parti,  letter/. — 
D.  (A)  P.  393-  (0  207*  I.  (*)  2 94-  n.  (J)  393-  h 
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but  the  former  is  the  reward  of  the  latter  : and  though  they 
fhall  never  perifh  by  any  enemy,  while  they  abide  in  their 
fjmplicity  and  teaehablenefs,  they  may  relinquifh  thelegood 
difpofitions,  and  confequently  perifh  forever.  It  is  certain, 
in  fact,  that  Chriliians,  partakers  of  true  faith,  and  chotea, 
in  the  manner  formerly  reprefented,  to  exceeding  high  pri- 
vileges, have  been  fometimes  drawn  away  altogether  from 
that  very  faith,  even  by  fondnefs  for  a fplendid  ritual  and  a 
temporal  kingdom,  and  fo  have  forfeited  and  lolt  all  their 
privileges. 

None  of  them  is  lofl — ii  from  tny  fervice , and  their  own  good,  but  the 
mifeiable  ion  of  perdition”  (m). 

Contrast.  The  righteous  fall  hold  on  his  way:  and  he  that, 
hath  clean  hands  jhall  wax  Jlronger  and  Jlronger  (a).  I give  unto 
them  eternal  life,  and  they  Jhall  never  per ijh  ; neither  fall  any  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hand  (£),  who  are  kept,  fas  in  a garrijon,)  by  the 
power  of  God,  through  faith  to  falvation  (r)  — who,  concerning  the 
truth  have  erred — and  overthrow  the  faith  of  fome.  Nevertheless, 
the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having  this  feal,  the  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his  ( d ).  The  Lord  is  faithful,  who  Jhall 
fahlijh  you,  and  keep  you  from  evil  (e. ) Whofoever  is  born  of  God, 
doth  not  commit  fin ; for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him ; and  he  cannot  fm, 
becaufe  he  is  born  of  God  ( f ).  Satan  hath  deiired  to  have  you — 
but  I have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not  ( g ),  infomueh 
that,  if  it  were  possible,  they  fhall  deceive  the  very  ele£t  (Z>). 
It  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  thefe 
little  ones  fhould^ri/Z)  (i). 

They  whom  God  hath  accepted  in  his  beloved,  effectually  called 
and  fanClihed  by  his  Spirit,  can  neither  totally  nor  finally  fall  away 
from  the  ltate  of  grace,  but  Jhall  certainly  perfevere  therein  to  the 
end.  The  perfeverance  of  the  faints  depends  not  on  their  own  free 
will,  but  upon  the  immutability  of  the  decree  of  eleCtion,  flowing 
from  the  free  and  unchangeable  love  of  God  the  Father,  upon  the 
efficacy  of  the  merit  and  interceffion  of  Chrift,  the  abiding  of  the 
Spirit  and  of  the  feed  of  God  within  them,  and  the  nature  of  the 

(w)  442.  19.  comp,  with  Art.  XXV.  and  its  illuftrration. 

Co xt r.  (a)  Jb.  xvii.  9.  Pf.  xcii.  12.  Pr.  xxiv.  16.  If.  xxxv.  8 — 10.  Pf. 
lxxxiv.  4 — 7.  Mi.  vii.  8 — 10.  (b)  J.  x.  28,  29.  (c)  I P.  i.  5.  Pf.  exxi. 

1 — 8.  J.  vi.  39,  40.  54.  {J)  2 T . ii.  18,  19.  (<•)  2 Th.  iii.  3.  (/)  i.j. 

ii  * - 9-  See  J.  xiv.  16.  1 J.  ii.  27.  Jr.  xxxii.  40.  R.  viii.  35 — 39.  p.  i.  6.  H. 
ix.  12.  x.  14.  xiii.  t 2.  20,  21.  (g)  L.  xxii.  .31,  32.  comp.  Pf.  xxi.  2.  j. 

xi.  42.  'h  'j  M.  xxviii.  24.  m.  xiii.  22,  (/)  M.  xviii.  14. 
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Of  Faith. 

Article  LIX.  M.  The  light  of  faith  Kas  not  quite  for- 
faken  all  thofe  that  are  in  their  Jins,  and  to  whom  God  is  im- 
placable; but  in  many  of  them  there  are  {fill  remains  of  it; 
fueh  as  may  ferve  to  promote  their  converfton,  by  a ferious 
confideration  of  the  love  of  God  and  Chrift.  Nor  is  it  necef- 
fary,  in  the  nature  of  things,  in  any  cafe,  that  we  be  regene- 
rated, in  order  to  our  enjoying  the  principle  and  exercife  of 
faith;  for,  as  it  can  never  be  awanting  to  us  without  our  own 
fault,  fo  it  is  by  it  that  we  are  regenerated , and  become  babes 
in  Chrift.  , 

D.  Regeneration  is  not  neceflary  to  faith,  but faith  to  re - 
generation , or  a being  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds.  It 

covenant  of  grace.  From  all  which  alfo  arifeth  the  certainty  and 
infallibility  thereof  (/j. 

' Illustration.  M.  “ If  the  light  of  faith  and  of  a good  con- 
fcience  hath  not  quite  forfaken  you,  (i.  e.  thofe  who  are  in  their  fins, 
and  to  whom  God  is  implacable ) confider,  for  a moment,  what  God 
Almighty  hath  done  to  procure  your  return  (#).  There  is  great 
power  and  efficacy  in  Ch rift’s  love,  ferioufy  confidered,  as  well  as 
in  the  love  of  God  to  promote  the  converfion  of  fnners , who  have 
yet  any  remains  of faith  in  them  (Z>).  By  it  ( the  faith  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift ) we  are  regenerated , and  become  babes  in  Chrift — nor 
can  faith  ever  be  awanting  to  us  without  our  own  fault ” — (r). 

D.  That  whofoever  believeth  on  him  — “ fo  as  to  be  renewed  in  the 
fpirit  of  their  minds”  might  not  perifh  ( d ).  He  that  believeth  not 
— “ from  indifference  or  othenvife  in  th  elaws  of  the  divine  Son”— 
fhall  not  fee  life  (e).  Fear  not,  believe  only — “It  is  now  in  thine 
own  power  to  obtain  thy  wifhed-for  objedl”  {f)»  Therefore  they 
could  not  believe — “with  fuch  prejudices.  Things  difficult  were  of- 
ten exprefted  among  them  by  being  impoffible,  Jr.  xii.  23.”  (g)  As 
they  went — “ in  the  obedience  of  faith”  they  were  cleanfed — “ mira- 
culoufly  by  the  power  of  his  divine  will.  In  fo  far  they  had faith ” (h). 
The  woman  faith  unto  him,  I know  — “ perhaps,  by  this  new  ex- 
ercife of  faith  (he  deligned  to  bring  forth  what  follows  from  the 
mouth  of  Chrift”  (i).  He  that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned 

(l)  Conf.  xvii.  1,  2.  L.  C.  Q.  79.  S.  C.  CL36. 

Illus.  M.  {a)  P.  403-  (*)  4 15-  (0  389.—Z).  (d)  P.  67.  16.  (<)  71. 
(/)  103.  3.  (g)  361.  5.  (A)  250.  7.  comp,  with  this  the  fubfequent  ver, 

fes.  L.  xvii.  11 — 19.  (/)  76.  15  comp,  with  this  preceding  verfes,  of  J. 

iv.  parti.  17,  18.  20. 


never  deals  properly  with  the  Perfon  of  Chrifl,  but  always 
and  onlv  with  his  dodlrine  and  laws.  It  is  in  every  man’s 
power  when  he  pleafes,  and  is  never  awanting,  but  lroni 
moral  indifference  about  its  objedl,  or  deep-rooted  national 
prejudices*,  and,  even  in  this  cafe,  it  is  not  impoffible  tor 
natural  men  to  acquire  it,  but  only  fomewhat  difficult.  It 
maybe  of  a right  kind,  and,  in  a meafure,  duly  exercifed, 
when  not  accompanied  with  any  grateful  emotions  for  bene- 
fits received  from  God,  nor  any  difpofition  to  glorify  him 
under  the  receipt  of  them  ; nay,  in  a perfon,  who  is  not  only 
unacquainted  with  the  fpiritual  nature  of  divine  worfhip,  but 
grofslv  ignorant  of  the  proper  object  of  it,  and  is  living 
without  any  fuitable  remorfe  in  a courfe  of  uncieannefs.  It 
is  a caufe  of  falvation,  as  much  as  unbelief  \ s caufe  of  condem- 
nation, and  the  jufiice  of  God  is  equally  concerned  in  both. 

' “ explaining  yet  farther  the  caufes  of  falvation  and  condemnation, 
and  the  jujl'tce  of  both”  f).  And  being  affembled  together— 
“ when  they  became  now  believers,  by  the  if  Union y of  all  their  diffe- 
rent ferfcs ” (/).  While  ye  have  light,  believe  in  the  light — “ of  this 
my  heavenly  doctrine . Such  duty  after  Chrill’s  refurreclion  would 
be  more  difficult  to  the  jfews”  ( m ).  Mailer,  we  faw  one — u The 
perfon  here  fpoken  of  might  neither  be  a firm  believer , nor  yet  a- 
verfe  to  true  faith”  (n).  Except  ye  fee  figns—  “His  faith  ft  he 
nobleman’s^  though  imperfect,  was  confiderable.  Many  eye-witnef- 
fes  there  were,  who  did  not  believe  at  all.  He  might,  in  his  own 
mind,  refolve  to  be  determined  by  the  event  of  his  application”  (o). 
The  woman,  knowing  what  was  done  in  her,  &c. — “ her  only  crime 
was  excess  of  faith  and  trujl , both  pleafing  to  Chrilt”  (/). 

Contrast.  According  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according— 
to  the  fpiiut  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience  for 
unbelief,  or  imperfuafvon ) among  whom  alfo  we  had  our  converfation 
in  time  pall  (a).  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in  unbelief  [bf  Ye 
are  faved  by  grace,  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  y our f elves ; it  is 
the  gift  of  God  (f).  Ye  are  rifen  wit  hhim,  through  faith  of  the  ope- 
ration of  G od  (</),  to  them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
with  us,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  of  /fus  Chrifl  our 
Lord  ( e ).  And  what  is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power 

(i)  67.  16.  19.  (/)  507.  (»)  359.  14.  («)  241.  3.  (0)  79.  7.  (A) 

102.  8 

Con-tr.  (a)  E.  ii.  2,  3.  (b)  R.  xi.  32.  L.  xviii.  8.  (A  E.  ii.  8.  (J) 

C.  ii.  22.  ft)  2 P.  i.  1. 
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It  docs  not  always  neceflarily,  and  in  the  nature  of  it,  red  on 
the  divine  tefbimony  in  the  word,  but  fometimes  on  the  te- 
ftimony  of  our  Jenfes.  It  is  much  more  difficult,  at  lead  for 
the  Jews,,  after  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  than  it  was  before 
that  event.  It  is  a thing  of  fo  fiugular  a nature,  that  a man 
may  be  a real  believer,  though  not  a firm  one,  while  his 
mind  is  in  fuch  a date,  as  to  be  only  not  averfc  to  true  faith. 
It  may  be  confiderable,  though  imperfeft,  while  the  mind  re- 
folves  to  be  determined  to  believe  or  not,  by  the  event  of  an  ap- 
plication to  Ohrid.  Yea,  fo  very  fingular  is  it,  that  though 
every  other  fpecies  of  goodnefs  mud  in  this  world  be  defici- 
ent, faith  and  trud  may  be  in  great  excefs;  and  yet  that  ex- 
cefs  is  plealing  to  Chrift. 

to  usward  who  believe , according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power, 
which  he  wrought  in  Chrift,  when  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead 
(/).  We  having  the  fame  Spirit  of  faith,  alfo  believe  (g).  Now 
the  fruit  o£  the  Spirit  is  faith.  ( h ) — As  many  as  received  him  — 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name  ( i)— purifying  their  hearts  by 
faith  (k).  Even  fo  faith,  if  it  have  not  works,  is  dead,  being  alone. 
— I will  fhew  my  faith  by  my  works  (/).  Who,  being  pad  feeling, 
have  given  themfelves  over  to  lafcivioufnefs — but  ye  have  not  fo 
learned  Chrift;  if  fo  be  ye  have  heard  him,  and  have  been  taught  by 
him , as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus  (w).  No  man  receiveth  his  tejlimo ?;y. 
He  that  receiveth  his  tefimony,  hath  fet  to  his  feal  that  God  is 
true.  He  that  belicveth  on  the  Son  hath  everlafting  life  («).  Faitli 
is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  fecn  ( 0 ). 
Ifaias  faith,  who  hath  believed  our  report?  So  then  faith  cometh 
by  hearing , and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God  (/>).  Who  by  him  do 
believe  in  God,  who  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him  glory, 
that  our  faith  and  ’nope  might  be  in  God  (y). 

The  grace  of  faith,  whereby  the  eleft  are  enabled  to  believe,  to, 
the  faving  of  their  fouls,  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  their 
hearts,  and  is  ordinarily  wrought  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word. — 
By  this  faith,  a Chriftian  believeth  to  be  true  whatfoever  is  revealed 
in  the  word,  for  the  authority  of  God  /6b/7/i?^Ypeaking  therein.  But 
the  principal  acts  of  faving  faith  are  accepting , receiving,  and  refing 
upon  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  juftification,  fandliftcation,  and  eter- 
nal life,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant  of  grace  (/•). 

(/)  E.  i.  19,  20.  (g)  2 C.  iv.  12,  13.  (b)  G.  v.  22.  E.  iv.  24.  C.  iii.  10. 
H.  xii.  2.  (i)  J.  i.  12..  E.  i.  12,  13.  J.  iii  15,  16.  vii.  38.  C.  ii.  6.  (i) 

A.  xv.  9.  (/)  I.  ii.  1 7,  18.  E.  i.  17.  20.  Zc.  xii.  io.  (/»)  E.  iv.  19—22. 

'(«)  J.  iii.  36.  r J.  v.  9 — 12.  (0)  H.  xi.  I.  (/>)  R.  x.  14 — 17.  ( q ) I P.  i. 

21.  See  iTh.  iii.  10.  P.  iii.  13. 14.  G.  v.  17.  R.  vi.  18,  19,  20.  See  on  Art. 
L.  LI.  LIE  (r)  Conf.  xiv.  1, 2.  L.  C.  Qjr*.  S.  C.  Q^8 6. 
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Of  Repentance. 

Article  LX.  AT.  God  hath  no  where  engaged  to  be- 
llow upon  us  repentance , as  a benefit  of  the  new  covenant* 
for  which  we  mud  be  indebted  to  his  fovereign  free  grace 
alone  ; but  only  requires  it  of  us  as  a duty,  leaving  the  per- 
formance thereof  to  our  own  diferetion  and  ability.  If  we 
could  once  come  by  it,  however,  all  tilings  would  be  well. 
For,  as  there  was  never  any  thing  but  fin  unrepented  of,  that 
flood  between  men  and  the  richelt  tokens  of  his  love,  fo  he 
hath  obliged  himfelf,  for  our  comfort,  to  extend  all  needed 
mercy  to  the  penitent , or  allured  them  of  his  placability. 
Repentance!  This  is  the  only  radical  cure  of  our  mifery, 
and  the  only  effectual  method  to  prevent  our  final  condemna- 
tion: But  it  does  its  work  to  purpofe.  It  appeafes  the 

Wrath  of  God,  and  makes  him  delight  to  grant  pardon.  It 

I 

Illustration.  M.  ( a ) “ God,  for  oitr  comfort,  hath  gra- 
cioufly  obliged  himfelf  to  extend  fnercy  to  the  penitent , by  an  ex- 
prefs  and  perpetual  covenant  (£).  Mark  what  he  hath  done  in  the 
gofpel  difpenfation  to  allure  finful  men  of  his  placability  to  them  that 
repent  (r).—  For  bringing  them  to  repentance,  this  being  the  only  ra- 
dical cure — ut fupra  ft).  Jullice  does  not  require  them,  (the  fe* 
verity,  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God)  to  be  exercifed,  when  the  Tin- 
ner repents.  In  that  cafe  his  justice  is  pacified,  and  he  de- 
lights to  grant  pardon  and  forgivenefs  (e).  Guilt  is  naturally  at- 
tended with  jealoufies  and  fears,  which  even  the  deeped  repentance 
eft-times  is  not  able  to  appeafe. — But  God,  in  his  goodnefs  hath  ufed 
every  precaution  to  invite  and  encourage  the  repentance  of  Tinners, 
and  to  make  them  fly  to  it  as  their  haven  of  rest  (f).  The 
reafon  why  repentance,  or  a broken  and  contrite  heart  is  fo  accept- 
able to  God,  is  bccaufe  it  is  the  proper — ut  fupra — of  virtue  in  ge- 
neral (g) — To  perfuade  thofe  who  are  yet  in  their  fins,  to  confider 
their  ways  and  five  then  fives- — ut  fupra  (Z>) — to  correct  our  faults 
with — lit  fupra  (i).  Had  not  Judas — ut  fupra— it  wanted  neither 
forrow,  confeffion,  nor  reftitutiem  Ik).  s ' 

Contrast.  I will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flelh, 
and  will  give  you  a heart  of  ffh — then  fhall  ye  remember  your  own 


Illu 3.  (a)  See  Ulus.  Art.  V.  XXI.  comp.  Art.  L.  LI.  and  LVI.  parti- 
cularly letters  m.  n.  {b)  347.  (*)  453.  (rf)  268.  (<?)  401.  (/)  348. 

U)  3 47‘  0)402.  (0  517-  (0 
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is  the  reft  of  our  fouls  a gain  ft  the  jealoufies  and  fears,  which 
naturally  attend  the  guilt  of  fin.  It  is  the  proper  and  power- 
ful corrective  of  the  vices  that  occafioned  it,  and  prepares  the 
heart  for  the  reception  and  culture' of  every  virtue.  What 
fliall  we  fay?  It  is  our  very  falvation : for  men,  who  are 
yet  in  their  fins,  may  fave  themfelves  by  a timely  repentance; 
and  God  corre£ls  us  with  a fatherly  hand  in  this  life,  that 
by  a timely  repentance  we  may  be  faved  from  the  more  dread- 
ful miferies  of  a future  condemnation.  And  if  any  -want 
to  know  what  this  repentance,  which  is  a finners  all  in  all, 
is,  he  may  fee  it  in  Judas , only  with  the  exception  of  one  in- 
gredient. For  had  not  Judas  given  up  his  hope  in  God,  he 
might,  like  Peter , have  been  pardoned  and  reftored  to  favour. 
Excepting  this,  his  repentance  had  every  requifite  qualifica- 
tion : It  wanted  neither  forrow  of  a right  kind,  nor  fuitable 

confeffion,  nor  proper  reftitution. 

♦ 

Of  the  Law  of  God  in  genera l,  in  its  present  state, 

and  as  given  by  Moses. 

Article  LXI.  M.  The  law  of  God  never  appeared 

evil  ways — and  {hall  lotlie  yourfelves  in  your  own  fight  for  your 
iniquities.  Not  for  your  fakes  do  I this,  faith  the  Lord  ( a ). 

Repentance  unto  life  is  an  evangelical  grace — By  it  a finner,  out  of  a 
fight  and  fenfe  of  his  fin,  not  only  of  the  danger,  but  alfo  of  the 
filthinefs  and  odioufnefs  of  his  fins,  as  contrary  to  the  holy  nature 
and  righteous  law  of  God,  and  upon  an  apprehenfion  of  his  mercy  in 
Christ,— fo  grieves  for,  and  hates  his  fins,  as  to  turn  from  them 
all  to  God;  propofmg  and  endeavouring  to  walk  with  him  in  all 
the  ways  of  his  commandments.— Repentance  is  not  to  be  rested 
hi,  as  any  satisfaction  for  fin,  or  anycaufe  thereof;  which  is  an 
add  of  God’s  free  grace  in  Christ  ( b ). 

Contr.  (a)  Ezk.  xxxvi.  26.  31,  32.  xvi.  60 — 68.  Zc.  xii.  to.  Ezk.  vii. 
j6.  A.  v.  31.  See  on  Articles  XXXIX— XLVII.  igelufive,  with  Art  L1V, 
LV,  LVI,  where  we  will  find  the  Scriptures  uniformly  teaching,  that  the 
things  here  aferibed  to  repentance  are  to  be  had  in  Jesus  Christ  alone; 
and  then  the  reader  fliall  not  be  able  to  refrain  his  aftonifliment  and  in- 
dignation at  the  Doctor’s  infolence,  in  exalting  a poor  imperfetft  exercife 
of*our  minds  into  the  throne  of  the  great  God  our  Saviour.  Compare, 
too,  Judas’  repentance  with  that  which  is  truly  evangelical,  as  reprel'ent- 
cd  in  the  Scriptures  above  quoted,  in  2 C.  vii.  9 — II.  and  in  David’s  pe- 
nitential P faints,  particularly  Pf.  xxxii.  li.  and  obferve  whether,  even  in 
the  things  fuggefted  by  the  Ffayijl,  they  be  not  totally  different.  Con- 
fult  alfo  D.  ix.  3 — 19.  Nm.  ix.  5.  to  the  end.  {1)  Conf.  xv.  1,  2,  3.  L.  C. 

{^76.  s.  c.  0,^89. 


in  fuch  purity  and  perfe&ion,  as  it  does  in  the  gofpel  of  hi j 
grace:  and  yet  it  is  io  impure  and  imperfect  as  that,  confid- 
ently with  its  honour,  he  can  and  does  make,  what  we  may 
call,  all  equitable  allowances,  not  only  for  involuntary  frail- 
ties and  imperfections,  hut  alfo  for  every  infrmity  and  imper- 
fection, confident  with  a prevailing  habit  of  virtue ; or  with 
itronger  principles  of  religion  and  morality  on  the  whole , 
than  of  irreligion  and  immorality — without  exhibiting  any 
charge  of  guilt,  as  a ground  of  his  difpleafure  and  contend- 

Illustration.  M.  “ God’s  law  never  ~ ut  fupra  ( a ).  He 

being  willing  to  overlook  involuntary  frailties  and  fmallev  blemijhes 
— In  this  way  we  are  taught  to  hope  for  falvation  by  the  gofpel  (bf 
The  fupreme  lawgiver  determined  from  the  beginning — to  make 
allowance  for  human  error  and  imperfection— 'V h i s was  always 
God’s  method  of  faving  men,  though  the  gofpel  alone  hath  clear- 
ly revealed  it  (r).  In  the  end  we  may,  for  the  fame  reafon,  allure 
ourfelves  of  all  equitable  allowances  being  made  for  our  involuntary 
frailties  and  imperfections  ft).  He  freely  remitted  all  fins  to  every 
penitent  believer,  and  gave  alfurance  of  the  like  remiffion  of  all  fu- 
ture fins,  upon  repentance  lincerely  renewed,  together  with  allow- 
ance for  every  infrmity  and  imperfection  conffent  with  a prevailing 
habit  of  virtue  (<?).  The  law  of  Mofes  was  a temporal  conf  itution * 
adapted  to  the  ufe  of  a fingle  nation,  of  which  God  himfelf  conde- 
fcended  to  be  King,  and  in  that  capacity  prefcribed  rules  for  the 
method  and  order  of  their  civil  government,  as  well  as  for  form- 
ing their  morals,  and  directing  them  in  the  offices  of  religion. 
But  omitting  the  civil  and  moral  part  of  that  law,  & c.  (f)  God 
fent  his  Son  for  the  redemption  of  all  men,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews, 
who  were  all  in  a fenfe  under  the  law,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
there  being  then  no  other  way  of  admiffion — ut  fupra — of  that  law 
( o-).  Howbelt,  when  ye  knew  not  God,  &c.  G.  iv.  8,  9.  which 
feems  to  imply,  that  he  nnderftood  them,  though  Gentiles,  to  have 
been  in  bondage  to  thefe  elements  before  their  converlion,  while 
there  was  no  way  opened  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  &c.  (/>). 

Contrast.  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  &c.  This  is 
the  fir  ft  and  great  commandment.  And  the  fecond  is  like  to  it, 
thou  ffialt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thvfelf.  On  thefe  two  command- 

Illus.  M.  ( a ) P,  253.  (6)  238.  (c)  251,  252.  (V)  529.  (c)  394- 

(/)  336-  (g)  356,  357.  Thus  he  comments  on  G.  iv.  5,  6,  f)  359. 

So  he  explains  the  law  and  its  curfe  mentioned  G.  iii.  13,  P,  3^7.  §ec 

•n  Art.  V.  XIX.  XXI.  XXVII. 
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ing  with  men.  And  as  to  the  law  given  by  Mofes%  it  wa* 
in  the  moral,  as  well  as  political  'and  ceremonial  part  of  it, 
a temporal  conjlitution  adapted  to  a (ingle  nation,  and  was  in 
no  other  refpett  extended  to  the  Gentiles,  as  holding  them 
in  fubje&ion  and  demanding  obedience  to  it,  before  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  than  as  no  way  was  opened  to  the  king- 
dom of  God,  or  for  admiffion  to  the  benefits  of  his  church, 
but  that  of  circumcifion,  and  abfolute  fubje&ion  to  all  the 
other  ordinances  of  that  complex  law. 

• 

merits  hang  all  the  law  and  the  p-rophets  (a).  The  wrath  of  God 
is  revealed  from  heaven  again  it  all  utigodlinefs  and  unrighieoufnefs 
of  men  (Z>).  He  abhorred  them  becaufe  of  the  provoking  of  fans 
and  daughters  (r).  You. only  have  I known  of  all  the  families,  of 
the  earth,  therefore  will  I punifh  you  for  all  your  iniquities  ( d ). — 
Thou  knowelt  the  commandments , do  not  commit  adultery,  &c.  See. 
M.  Ye  commit  fin,  and  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  tranfgref- 
iors.  For  whofoever,  &c.  For  he  that  faid,  do  not  commit  adul- 
tery, 2c c.  (/)•  We  have  before  proved,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles 
to  be  all  under  lin:  as  it  is  written,  '&c.  Now  we  know,  that 
whatfoever  things  the  law  faith,  it  faith  to  them  that  are  under  the 

JaT  ,(■?)• 

This  law  after  his  fall  (Adam’s)  continued  to  be  a perfeB  rule  of 
righteoufnefs;  and  as  fuch  was  delivered  by  God  upon  mount  Si- 
nai in  ten  commandments — the  firft  four  containing  our  duty  to 
God,  and  the  other  fix  our  duty  to  man.  The  moral  law  doth  for 
ever  bind  all , as  well  juftified  perfons.  as  others  to  the  obedience  there- 
of: and  that  not  only  in  regard  of  the  matter  contained  in  it,"  but 
alfo  in  refpefl  of  the  authority  of  God  the  Creator,  who  gave  it. 
Neither  doth  Chrift,  in  the  gofpel  any  way  dlffolve , but  much 
drengthen  this  obligation  (Z>).  Every  fin,  even  the  leaf , being  a- 
gainft  the  fovereignty,  goodnefs,  and  holinefs  of  God,  and  againfl 
iiis  righteous  law,  deferveth  his  wrath  and  curfe  both  in  this  life  and 
that  which  is  to  come,  and  cannot  be  expiated  but  by  ths 
blood  of  Christ  (i). 

Contr.  («)M.  x x ii . 38 — 40  comp.  Dt.  iv.  5.x.  12.  Lv.  xix  18.  1 J.  ii. 
7.  See  a!fo  Ex.  xxiii.  4,  5.  Pr.  xxv.  21.  ( b ) R.  i.  18.  ii.  9.  E.  v.  3 — 6. 

That  this  wrath  comes  not  on  true  Chriftians  is  not  owing  to  the  indulgence 
of  the  law,  but  to  the  crofs  of  Christ,  in  which  they  are  interefted  by 
faith,  R.  viii.  1.  iii.  20 — 26.  Sec  on  Art.  LV,  I VI.  (<;)  Dt.  xxxii.  19. 

id)  Am.  iii.  2.  Pf.  lxxxix.  30.  32.  2 S.  xii.  7—14,  If.  xxxix.  3— 7.  R.  iii.  31, 
(e)  M.  x.  19.  (/)  I.  ii.  8 — 12,  («•)  R.  iii.  9 — 19.  v.  13.  iv.  15.  I J iii. 

4.  (//)  Coni.  xix.  2.  5.  1 See  alio  3,  4.  6,  7.  with  L.  C.  Qgpt — 9^* 

(i)  L.  C.  152.  S.  C.  CC84.  See  on  Art.  V.  XIX.  XXb  XXYH,  Aid 
next  Article. 
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Of  the  Ex  t e n T of  the  Precepts  of  the  Law,  and  of  the 
Influence  of  Satan  on  the  Sins  of  Men. 

Article  LXII.  D.  There  have  been,  and  (till  may  be, 
ordinary  men  in  this  world  of  fo  perfect  a character,  as  to 
have  no  degree  of  guile , and,  by  a parity  of  reafon,  no  degree 
of  other  bad  difpofitions  and  tempers.  The  rifings  of  the 
heart,  or  the  firft  motions  of  it  to  evil,  are  not  fin.  For  in- 
fiance,  whatever  hidings  be  in  a man’s  heart  towards  a mar- 
ried woman,  if  he  does  not  look  on  her  with  a defign  to 
lull  after  her,  and  give  full  and  unreflrained  fcopc  to  evil 
thoughts  and  intentions,  he  hath  not  committed  adultery 
with  her  in  his  heart. — In  like  manner,  all  anger  againll  o- 
thers,  even  without  a caufe , is  innocent  in  itfelf  and  in  its  firft 
motions  perhaps  not  to  be  retrained.  Nay,  if  the  caufe 

Illustration.  D.  Behold  an  Xfraelite  indeed — “ in  whom  is  no 
degree  of  guile”  (a).  Wliofo  looketh  on  a woman — “ a married  wo- 
man, with  a defign  to  lull  after  her”  hath — “ by  fuch  loofe  indulgence 
committed,  See.  “ Gr.  in  order  to  defire  her.  Hereby  denotin g full  and 
nnref  rained  [cope  of  evil  thoughts  and  intentions, comep.  2 P.ii.  i o.  i a.” 
(/y).  Wnofo  is  angry  with  his  brother  without  a caufe — “ and  per- 
sists in  it,  without  a clear  and  adequate  caufe,”  fhall  be  in  danger  of 
the  judgment.”  Anger  is  innocent  in  itfelf — ut  fupra ” (e).  But  the 
things  that  come  out — “ with  the  confent  of  his  will” — thefe  are 
they  that  defile  a man.  “ Of  this  fort  are  evil  difeourfes,  falfe 
teftimonies,  Sec”  (el).  But  thefe  things  which  proceed  out  of  the 
mouth — “ and  are  confented  to  by  the  will” — come  forth  from  the 
heart — “ Jirjl” — and  thefe  things — u indeed” — defile  a man  (f). 

Shall  gather  all  things  that  offend—  “ by  caufing  others  to  fall” 

and  thofe  that  do  iniquity — “ with  confcience  of  it” — and  fhall  cad 
them,  Sec  (/).  “ In  the  different  pun ifhments,  there  is  an  allufion 

to  the  different  Jcvvifh  tribunals,  with  their  feveral  powers  to  be 
fevere.  Difpofitions  and  habits  are  all  along  underdood  by  Chrid, 
and  not  f ugle  acts”  (g),  For  by  thy  words — “ the  tenor  of  thy 
words,  even  were  actions  a wanting , if  found  true  and  right  before 
God” — thou  fhalt  be  judihed  (h).  Then  entered  Satan — “ The 
devil  mujlfrjlbe  prepared  for.  See  J.  xti.  6.  L.  ii.  2.  J.  xiii.  2.  27. 
A.  v.  3 ” (i).  The  devil  having  now  put  it,  &c.~< “ in  himfelf  he 
has  no  fuch  power , unlcfs  prepared  for , by  the  indulgence  of  favourite 
vice , M.  XXVI,  2 1.  J-j,  XXII.  3.  i 0.  vii,  5”(i). 

'Lurs.  ('  P.58.  (0  I29.  2.  ( c ) 127.6.  (f)  21 5.  12.  (e)  2 16> 

U ; .g)  I flu  10.  (4)  161.  6,  (i)  411.  J.  (ji)  414. 
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of  anger  be  clear  and  adequate,  as  in  the  cafe  of  theft,  rob- 
bery, bodily  violence,  or  any  material  injury  to  reputation, 
though  we  perfift  in  anger  ever  fo  long,  we  fin  not:  For  it  is 
only  he  that  is  angry  with  his  brother  without  a catife, and  per- 
mits in  anger  of  that  kind , that  is  in  danger  of  the  judgment. 
Even  the  things  that  come  from  the  heart  in  word  or  deed, 
be  they  ever  fo  bad  in  themfelves,  if  they  do  not  iffue  with 
the  full  con/ent  of  the  will , do  not  defile  a man.  It  is  not 
thofe  who  fin  in  ignorance,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  their 
faults,  but  thofe  who  fin  with  confcioujnefs  of  their  iniquity 
not  thofe  who  give  offence  to  their  brethren  in  every  kind, 
but  who  fo  offend  as  to  cauje  them  to  fall , that  deferve  to  be 
caff  into  hell.  Indeed,  fo  very  lax  is  the  divine  law,  that  it 
is  not  fingle  aEls  of  fin  of  any  kind,  at  leaft  in  flighting,  re- 


Contrast.  There  is  not  a juft  man  on  the  earth,  that  doth 
good,  and  finneth  not  (zz).  Not  as  if  I had  already  attained,  either 
were  already  perfect  (Z>).  If  we  fay  we  have  no  fm , we  deceive  our - 
f elves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us  (c). — I had  not  known  fin,  but  by 
the  law;  for  I had  not  known  lujl,  except  the  law  had  faid,  thou 
Ihalt  not  covet  (or  luft).  But  sin  taking  occafion  by  the  command- 
ment wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concupifcence.  For  without  the 
law,  fin  was  dead. — Sin  taking  occafion  by  the  commandment , de~ 
ceived  me,  and  by  it  flew  me. — But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin, 
working  death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good;  that  sin,  by  the  com- 
mandment, might  become  exceeding  sinful  (d).  Every  man 
is  tempted,  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  luf,  and  enticed.— 
Then  when  luf  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  fin  (e).  Whofo- 
ever  looketh  on  a woman,  to  luf  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery 
with  her  in  his  heart  (/)• — Whofoever  is  angry  with  his  brother, 
without  a caufe,  fliall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment  (^).  Mortify, 
therefore,  your  members  — uncteannefs , inordinate  afedion,  and  evil 
concupifcence  (/>).  Let  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  be  put 
away  from  you  (i).  But  now  ye  have  put  off  all  thefe,  anger,  wrath, 
malice  (k).  Th  e fruit  of  the  Spirit  is — long  fife  ring,  gentlenefs  (/). 
Thofe  things  which  proceed  out  of  the  mouth,  come  forth  from 
the  heart , and  they  defile  a man.  For  out  of  the  heart  proceed 

Contr.  (a)  Ec.  vii.  20.  (#)  P.  hi.  12 — 14*  (0  1 J*  h vii  26. 

If.  liii.  9.  R.  vii.  15.  18,  19.  1 P.  ii.  22.  (</)  R.  vii.  7—13-  G.  v.  17. 
R.  xiii.  14.  0)  1.  i.  14,  15.  (/)  M.  v.  28.  2S.xi.2.  Jb.xxxi.  1.  (g)  M. 

v.  ii.  (b)  C.  i.  5.  R.  viii.  13.  E.  iv.  22.  (/)  E.iv.  31.  (/)  C.  iii.  8. 

(7)  G.  v.  19,  20.  22.  Pr.  xiv.  17.  29.  xxix.  20.  L.  vi.  28,  29. 
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yiling,  or  calumniating  a brother,  but  prevailing  wicked  df~ 
pfitior.s  and  habits , that  lay  men  open  to  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God.  And  on  the  other  hand,  if  our  words  be 
found  true  and  right,  though  correfpondent  actions  fhould 
be  awanting,  we  (hall  be  juftified. 

But  whereas  people,  in  order  to  excufe  or  extenuate  their 
own  faults,  are  apt  to  blame  the  Devil  more  than  he  defe.rves, 
it  ought  to  be  held  as  a principle,  that  he  has  no  power,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  throw  wicked  thoughts  of  any  kind 
into  the  minds  of  men*  or  to  tempt  perfons  by  inciting, 
inflaming,  and  drawing  forth  their  corruptions.  He  has  no 
influence  at  all  in  their  fins,  at  leaft,  no  Such  influence  as  to 
carry  them  into  overt-aCts  of  fin,  nnlefs  he  is  frf  prepared  fory 
by  the  indulgence  of  favourite  vices. 


evil  thoughts , murders , See  (/«). — Whom  ye  have  taken,  and  with 
wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  flain  («).  It  is  written,  curfed  is 
every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them  (o).  We  know  that  the  law  is  spirit l^al  (p). 

This  fanCtification  is  throughout  the  whole  man,  yet  imperfect  in 
this  life:  There  abide  (till  fome  remnants  of  corruption  in  every 
part  ( q ).  No  man  is  able,  either  of  himfelf,  or  by  any  grace  re- 
ceived in  this  life,  perfectly  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God, 
but  doth  daily  break  them,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed  ( r).  The  law 
is  perfect , and  bindeth  every  one  to  full  conformity  in  the  whole  man 
unto  the  righteoufnefs  thereof,  and  unto  entire  obedience  for  ever ; 
fo  as  to  require  the  ntm  oft  perfection  of  every  duty , and  to  forbid  the 
leaf  degree  of  every  fin.  It  is  fpiritual ; and  fo  reacheth  to  the  under - 
funding , will , ajfeflions , and  all  other  powers  of  the  foul,  as  well  as 
words,  works,  and  geftures. — Under  one  fin  or  duty,  all  of  the 
fame  kind  are  forbidden  or  commanded;  together  with  all  the  can - 
fes,  means , occafons , or  appearances  thereof,  and  provocations  there- 
unto (x).  Every  fin , both  original  and  a&ual,  being  a tranfgref- 
fion  of  the  righteous  law  of  God,  and  contrary  thereto,  doth,  in 
its  own  nature,  bring  guilt  on  the  firmer , whereby  he  is  bound  over 

i i 

i s 

( m ) M.  XV.  18,  19.  comp.  R.  vii.  14,15.  24.  I.  i.  14,  15.  («)  A.  ii.  23, 

comp  1 C.  ii.  8.  A.  iii.  14. 17.  I T.  i.  13.  Lv.  iv.  R.  ix.  31 — 33.  x.  2 — 7. 
(0)  G.  iii.  10.  I.  ii.  10,  II.  M.  v.  21,  22. — I.  ii.  14 — 18.  If.  xxix.  13.  Ezk. 
xxxiii.  21.  Pf.  lxxviii.  34— 37.  (/>)R.  vii.  14.  H.iv.  12.  I C.  xiv.  24,  25. 

For  Satan’s  power,  fee  M.  iv.  I — II.  L.  viii.  12.  E.  iv.  27.  vi.  11.  I.iv.  7. 
I P.  v.  8.  Zc.  iii.  1,  2.  M.  xvi.  23.  I C.  vii.  5.  2 C.  ii.  11.  xi.  3.  (f  Conf. 
xiii.  2.  (r)  L.  C.  Q^.  149.  77.  S.  C.  (^82.  (s)  L.  C.  99.'  1,  2.  6.  Ac- 

cording to  thefe  rules,  lee  of  ignorance,  L.  C.  Q^T05.  Anger , CK  T35,  1 36. 
Uticleanntfi , 139,  T/>  ; , 148. 
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Of  Ordination  Vows,  and  Subscription  to  Articles 

of  Religion . 

Article  LXIII.  M.  When  a man  wiffies  to  be  in- 
vefted  with  public  office  in  a fociety,  for  fake  of  the  ho- 
nours and  emoluments  annexed  to  it,  he  fliould  not  hefitate 
in  a childifh  fcrupulofity  about  tbe  mode  of  admiffion.  He 
may,  with  all  imaginable  folemnity,  declare  and  fubfcribe 
his  entire  approbation  of  the  defign,  conflitution,  and  laws 
of  the  fociety,  and  with  the  fame  folemnity  engage  to  abide 
by  and  defend  them,  at  every  expence,  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  while  he  is  in  heart  diffatisfied  with  almofl  everv  article 
prcfented  to  his  adoption,  and  put  under  his  care,  at  lead 
many  of  thofe  reckoned  by  the  fociety  fundamental  in  their 
conflitution,  and  effential  to  their  welfare,  if  not  to  their 
very  exiftence,  and  refolves  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity 
of  perverting  and  deftroying  them.  Or,  if  his  fentiments  and 

to  the  wrath  of  God , and  curfe  of  the  law;  and  fo  made  fubje£t  to 
death,  with  all  miferies,  fpiritual,  temporal,  and  eternal  (/). 

Illustration.  The  queflions  put  to  minifters  of  the  Eflablifu- 
ment,  at  their  ordination,  to  which  they  mull  anfwer  in  the  affir- 
mative, are — £<  2do,  Ho  you  fincerely  own  and  believe  the  whole 
do  Brine  contained  in  the  Confcjfion  of  Faith , approven  by  the  Ge- 
neral Affembly  of  this  church,  and  ratified  by  law  in  the  year  1 690, 
to  be  founded  upon  the  word  of  God ? and  do  you  acknowledge  the 
fame  as  the  confeffion  of  your  faith , and  will  you  frmly  and  conflantly 
adhere  thereto,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power,  affert , maintain , 
and  defend  the  fame? — ^tio,  Ho  you  difown  all  Popi/h , Arian , Sod- 
tiipin,  Arminian , and  Bourignian,  and  other  doctrines,  tenets,  and 
opinions  whatfoever,  contrary  to , and  inconfflent  with  the  forefaid 
Confeffion  of  Faith  ? — yto,  Ho  you  promife,  that,  according  to  your 
power,  you  ffiall  maintain  the  unity  and  peace  of  this  church  again# 
error  and  fchfm , — and  that  you  ffiall  follow  no  divifive  courfes  from 
the  prefent  eftablifhed  doBrine , worfhip , difcipline,  and  government 
of  this  church?”  Thofe  put  to  Probationers , at  their  licence,  are 
to  the  fame  pnrpofe,  and  in  nearly  the  fame  words.  The  Formula , 
properly  fo  called,  fubferibed  by  them,  runs  thus — u I — do  hereby 
declare,  that  I do  fincerely  own  and  believe  the  whole  doBrine  con* 
tained  in  the  Confeffion  of  Faith,  approven  by  the  General  AfFem- 

(/)  Cor\f.  vi.  6.  See  alfo,  Scriptures,  Cor*f.  Cat.  on  preceding  Art.  and 

references. 
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pitrpofe  wore  conformable  to  his  folemn  declaration  and 
promife,  at  the  time  of  his  being  entrufted  with  official 
powers,  though  he  lee  caufe  afterwards  to  change  his  mind, 
and  to  employ  all  his  talents  and  influence,  in  public  and 
private,  for  overturning  the  very  foundations  of  the  fociety, 
he  may  and  ought  to  retain  his  ltation,  with  all  the  honours 
and  emoluments  belonging  to  it,  as  if  he  were  the  moll  faith- 
ful fervant  of  the  public,  and  is  at  liberty  to  brand  every  per- 
fon,  who  (hall  complain  of  his  difingenuity,  treachery  and 
perfidy,  and  wifhes  his  degradation,  with  the  infamy  of  a 
low  illiberal  and  perfecuting  fpirit. 

bly  of  this  national  church,  and  ratified  by  law  in  the  year  1690.— 
And  I do  own  the  fame  as  the  confejjion  of  my  faith — which  doc- 
trine, worfhip,  and  church-government,  I am  perfuaded  arc  found- 
ed upon  the  word  of  God,  and  agreeable  thereto.  And  1 do  promife, 
that,  through  the  grace  of  God,  I fhall  fnnly  and  conjlantly  adhere 
to  the  fame,  and,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power,  fhall,  in  my  llation, 
affert,  maintain,  and  defend  the  faid  doctrine — And  I promife,  that 
1 fhall  follow  no  divifive  courle  from  the  preient  eftablifhment  in 
this  church:  renouncing  ail  doBrines,  tenets,  and  opinions  whatfoever , 
contrary  to,  or  inconfflent  with  the  faid  doctrine,  worfhip,  difciplinc, 
and  government  of  this  church”  (a). 

How  far  the  DoBors  have  taught  and  atled  agreeably  to  tliefe 
folemn  declarations,  vows  and  engagements,  thofe  who  have  read 
t heir  works  with  attention  and  knowledge,  will  judge.  It  appears 
evidently,  by  what  has  been  exhibited,  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
work,  and  in  what  follows.  But,  that  they  fuppofe  they  have  {fill 
a right,  notwithftanding  all  this  duplicity  and  treachery,  to  office 
and  benefice  in  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  is  plain  from  their  prefent 
fituation.  One  of  them  * does  not  deny,  but  feems  to  boaff  of  his  de- 
parture from  the  ellablifhed  faith ; holding  that  faith, as  different  from 
his  improved  creed,  to  confift  in  “ points  of  theological  controverfy 
{b),  foolifh,  and  unlearned  quefions,  and  matters  of  doubtful  difputa- 
tion  (c),  polemical  divinity , or — quefions  that  min  if  erf  rife,  rather  than 
godly  edifying ” (r/).  He  underllands  the  Gonfejfion  of  Faith,  as  in- 
tended only  “ for  fettling  the  quiet  and  peace  of  the  church, — chief- 
ly as  a fence  againll  Popery,  and  a tell  of  agreement  in  the  fum  and 
fubfance  of  the  do&rine  of  the  reformed  churches”  (e) ; though  he 
mult  well  know  the  church  always  meant  a great  deal  more,  as  the 

rLi.us.  (a)  Dundas’s  Abridgement,  P.  156.  196,  197.  * Dr  M'Gill 

in  the  Appendix  to  his  Revolution  Sermon,  (b)  P.  23.  ( c ) 29.  (</)  48. 

(0  46. 
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Or,  If  this  be  deteftable  morality,  how  much  foever  in  prac- 
tice in  forne  Utopian  countries,  as  applied  to  civil  communi- 
ties, and  thofe  entrufted  with  their  adminiftration,  fuppofe 
the  head  of  a ftate,  the  magiltrate  of  a borough,  or  the  deacon 
of  a corporation,  it  is  found  and  good  in  religious  fociety.  If 
any  church,  for  inftance  the  Eh  ablifhed  Church  of  Scotland, 
lhall  find  it  necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  her  conftitution, 
her  doctrine,  worlhip  and  order,  and  for  guarding,  as 
much  as  may  be,  againft  the  intrufion  of  designing  men, 
inimical  to  her  interefts,  to  require  of  all  her  public  teach- 
ers a folemn  approbation  of  her  ftartdards,  and  a promife  to 
adhere  to  them,  and  defend  them  all  the  days  of  their  life, 

above  quotations  fufficiently  demonftrate.  Notwithftanding  the  full 
and  unqualified  adoption  of  the  Confeffion  in  the  quefions  and  For- 
mula, he  infinuates,  that  he  received  it  at  firft,  or  now  adheres  to  it 
only,  “ in  so  far  as  he  found  for  findsf  it  agreeable  to  the  word 
of  God  (/) ; juft  as  he  may  receive,  and  engage  to  adhere  to,  aftert, 
and  maintain  Mahomed s Alcoran , the  decrees  of  the  Council  of 
Trent , or  Hume’s  EJfaysl  He  derides  Mr.  Peebles,  as  a “ -zealous 
perfected  believer  in  the  Weftminfter  Confeffion.”  He  inti- 

mates, that  if  that  Brother  has  “ found  all  the  dodlrines  of  the  Con- 
feffion to  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  he  hath  at- 
tained to  a rare  and  fingular  felicity”  (/j).  hie  ridicules  all  lefts  of 
orthodoxy,  as  the  “vain  and  impotent  attempts  of  human  wifdom,  or 
rather  of  human  ignorance  and  pride , to  exprefs  the  articles  of  our 
faith  in  fitter  words  than  the  holy  Spirit  has  done”  (i).  He 
thinks,  that,  by  endeavouring  to  fubvertthe  dodlrines  and  conftitu- 
tion of  this  church,  and  yet  holding  his  office  and  living  in  her,  he 
is  the  worthy  follower  of  “ IVichliffe,  Cranmer,  Ridley , Latimer , the 
founders  of  the  Secejfion,  and  the  Father  of  the  Relief  people”  (/*)  !! 
And  becaufe  Mr.  Peebles  had  difeovered  fome  warmth  againft  the 
bafenefs  and  difhonefty  of  the  Dodlor  and  his  party;  hinting,  they 
could  not  reafonably  promife  themfelves  impunity,  confidering  the 
conftitution  of  the  Church  herfelf,  and  the  civil  fecurities  given  her, 
both  of  which  they  glory  in  infulting, — he  pours  out  an  unreftrained 
torrent  of  the  keeneft  invedlive,  charging  him  with  loving  his  brethren 
“ in  the  fame  manner  that  Cain  did  his  brother  Abel , and  for  the 
fame  reafon  too;”  as  making  it  “ no  part  of  his  ftudy  and  care,  whe- 
ther the  weapons  for  defending  the  truth  are  apoftolical  and  warrant- 
ed by  the  gofpel,”  but  as  fpeaking  the  language  of  “ a Father  of 
the  holy  office  of  the  Inquifition  as  difpofed  to  “ employ  fre  and 


(/)  P.  38-  (jr)  3J.  (*)  36,  37» 
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as  a condition  of  their  invediture;  a man  may  lawfully  de- 
clare and  promife,  as  required,  while  he  really  difbelieves  the 
greatefl:  part  of  her  creed,  or  many  fundamental  articles  of 
it,  and  purpofes,  lo  loon  as  he  has  entered  into  cilice,  in- 
lleadof  recommending  them,  mftrudHng  and  confirming  the 
people  in  them,  to  employ  his  utmolt  efforts  to  lubvert  and 
expofe  them,  and  to  introduce  and  eftablilh  a quite  oppo- 
fite  fyftem.  Or,  if  at  the  time  of  his  receiving  public  trull, 
his  declaration  and  engagement  were  made  in  the  fmcerity 
of  his  heart,  though  he  afterwards  finds  himfelf  obliged  to 
change  his  belief,  and  to  dellroy,  by  all  ways  in  his  power, 
particularly  from  pulpit  and  prei's,  the  things  he  formerly 

faggot  in  fupport  of  orthodox  fentiments,,,  and  fo  “to  light  up  again 
the  fires  of  Smithfield (/),  as  ready  to  go  on  a “ crufade ” in  the  fpirit 
and  alter  the  example  of  the  “ Popes  of  Rome  nay,  and  forming 
a “kind  of  a coalition  between  orthodoxy  and  Atheifm ” ( m ).  In 
Ihort,  if  any  man  willies  to  have  a perfect  fpecimen  of  the  boafted 
meeknefs,  moderation  and  charity  of  Socinian  DoBors , who  would 
have  all  the  world  to  canonize  them  for  thefe  and  their  kindred 
virtues,  let  him  perufe  that  notable  Appendix. 


Contrast.  Thou  (halt  fwear  the  Lord  liveth,  in  truth,  judgment, 
and  right eoufnefs  ( a ).  When  thou  voweft  a vow  unto  God,  defer 
not  to  pay  it:  for  he  hath  no  pleafure  in  fools.  Pay  that  which 
thou  haft  vowed.  Suffer  not  thy  mouth  to  caufe  thy  fiefh  to  fin  : 
neither  fay  thou  before  the  Angel,  it  is  error.  Wherefore  fhould 
God  be  angry  at  thy  voice,  and  dellroy  the  work  of  thine  hands  [h)  ? 
Men  verily  fwear  by  a greater:  and  an  oath  for  confirmation  is  an 
end  of  all  Jlrife  (c).  Being  filled  with  all  unrighteoufnefs,  cove- 
nant-breakers (r/).  Perilous  times  lhall  come:  for  men  fhall  be  truce- 
Ireahers  ( e ).  Feed  the  flock  of  God — taking  the  overflight  there- 
of—not  for  filthy  lucre , but  of  a ready  mind  (/  ).  it  is  required 
of  ftewards,  that  a man  be  found  faithful  (g).  Thou  haft  profeffed 
a good  profefiion  before  many  witneffes.  I give  thee  charge  in  the 
fight  of  God— and  before  Jefus  Chrift—  that  thou  keep  this  com- 
mandment without  fpot,  unrebukable  (/>).  Hold  fafi  the  form  of 
found  words , which  thou  haft  heard  of  me:  — that  good  thing  which 
was  committed  to  thee  keep  by  the  holy  Ghoft  ( i ).  A Bilhop  mull 


Contr.  ( a ) Jr.  iv.  2. 
(c)  H.  v.  16.  (d)  R.  i. 

17.  v.  4.  (f)  1 p.  v. 

(i)  1 T.  i.  13,  14. 


(/)  40,  41.  (»)  25. 

(o)  Be.  v.  4.  6.  Pr.  xx.  25.  Pf.  xxi v.  4 
31.  (e)  2 T.  i.  13.  Ezk.  xvii.  18—21.  £c.  viii 

(if ) 1 C.  iv*  2.  (■£)  1 I.  vi.  12 — 14,  20 
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built,  he  may  and  ought  to  hold  his  office  and  benefice  in 
that  church,  notwithftanding  that  both  were  conferred  on 
the  faith  of  his  being  of  the  fame  fentiments  with  her,  and 
for  ends  quite  the  reverfe  of  tliofe  for  which  lie  now  em- 
ploys them;  and  may,  with  the  greatefl  j'uftice,  load  all  who 
furmife  his  treachery,  and  defire  his  deprivation  and  expul- 
fion,  not  only  with  the  infamy  of  want  of  moderation  and 
charity,  but  alfo  of  the  tyrannical  and  fanguinary  fpirit  of 
Rome  and  the  Inquifition. 

be  blameiefs  as  the  (l e ward  of  God,  holding  fajl  the  faithful  wordy 
as  he  has  been  taught  (Z-).  Our  exhortaition  was  not  of  deceit y nor 
in  guile:  neither  at  any  time  ufed  we  a cloke  of  covetoifnefs : God 
is  witnefs  (/).  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  teftimony  of  our  confci- 
ence,  that  in  Jimplicity  and  godly  jincerityy  not  with  fefhly  wifdomy 
but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  this 
world,  and  more  abundantly  towards  you  (th).  But  we  have  renoun- 
ced the  hidden  things  of  dijhonejiy;  not  walking  in  craftinefsy  nor 
handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully ; but,  by  manifeftation  of  the 
truth,  commending  ourfelves  to  every  man’s  confcience  in  the  fight 
of  God  (n).  There  fhall  be  falfe  teachers  alfo  among  you,  who 
privily  fhall  bring  in  damnable  herefies , denying  the  Lord  that  bought 
them  — And  through  covetoi fiefs  fhall  they  with  feigned  words  make 
merchandife  of  you  (o). 

Whoioever  taketh  an  oath,  ought  duly  to  confider  the  weighti- 
nefs  of  fo  folemri  an  acf,  and  therein  to  avouch  nothing  but  what 
lie  is  fully  perfuaded  is  the  truth.  Neither  may  any  man  bind  him- 
felf  by  oath  to  any  thing,  but  what  is  good  and  jujl,  and  what  he 
believeth  fo  to  be , and  what  he  is  able  and  refolded  to  perform.  An 
oath  is  to  be  taken  in  the  plain  and  common  fenfe  of  the  words,  with- 
out equivocation , or  mental  refervation.  A vow  is  of  the  like  na- 
ture with  a promt fory  oath , and  ought  to  be  made  with  the  like  re- 
ligious care,  and  to  be  performed  with  like  faithfulnefs  (g>).  The  du- 
ties required  in  the  eighth  commandement  are  truth y faithfulnefs y and 
j a pice  in  contracts — rendering  to  every  one  his  due.  The  fins  for- 
bidden in  the  eighth  commandment,  befide  the  neglect  of  the  du- 
ties required,  are — injuft  ice,  unfaitlfulnefs  in  contracts  between  man 
and  man,  or  matters  of  trust.  The  duties  required  in  the  ninth 
commandment,  are  the  preferring  of  truth  between  man  and  man — 

(l)  Ti.  i.  7.  9.  (/)  I Th.  iii.  3.  5.  («)  2 C.  i.  12.  (*)  2 C.  iv.  2. 

(0)  2 P.  ii.  I.  3..  A.  xx.  29,  30.  M.  vii.  15 — 20.  Ti.  i.  10,  II.  13.  Ezk. 
xxxiv.  2 — 4.  18,  19.  2 P.  ii.  15.  Z.  iii.  4.  What  title  fuch  have  to  office 
and  benefice,  fee  1 K. ii.  27.  comp.  1 S.  ii.  27 — 36.  Ezkxliv.  12,  13.  xxfi. 
26 — 31.  Ho.  iv.  6.  {p)  C’onf.  xxi.  , 4,  J.  L.  C.  0^112,  113. 
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Of  Church  Co m m union. 

Article  LXIV.  M.  It  is  agreeable  to  the  mind  of 
Chrift,  and  fully  confident  with*  the  nature  and  ends  of  the 
Chriitian  church,  that  her  facred  communion  lhould  be  formed 
of  people,  in  public  and  private  cnaradte'r,  of  the  mod  dif- 
ferent, nay,  and  oppofte  fentiments,  in  the  leading  articles  of 
her  faith  and  ivorfhip:  For  example,  of  thofe  who  believe 
and  hold,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a divine  p erf  on,  poflef- 
ling  real  and  proper  Godhead  \ — and  thofe  who  believe  and 
hold,  that  he  is  only  a divine  attribute  or  manifefation  : thofe 
who  are  fure  that  Jesus  Christ,  though  really  man,  by  a 
wonderful  difpenfation  of  infinite  wifdom  and  fovereign 
love,  is  likewife  the  true  and  eternal  God,  and  that 
religious  homage  done  to  him  is  founded  in  the  infinite  ex- 

and,  from  the  heart , fncerely , freely,  clearly , and  fully  fpeaking  the 
truth,  and  only  the  truth,  in  matters  of  judgment  and  juftice,  and  in 
all  other  matters  whatfoever . The  fins  forbidden  in  the  ninth  com- 
mandment, are  all  prejudicing  the  truth — concealing  the  truth , and 
undue  filence  in  a juft  caufe — fpeaking  the  truth — m doubtful  and 
equivocal  exprefiions  to  the  prejudice  of  truth  or  juftice  —detraffing, 
fcoffing,  reviling,  ra/h,  barf,  and  partial  cen firing,  mifeonf  ruffing,  in- 
tentions, words  and  actions — breach  of  lawful  promiles,  See.  (y) 

Illustration.  M.  That  there  is  fuch  difference  and  oppofi- 
tion  between  the  two  Ayr  Doctors,  and  that  Church  of  which  they 
are  members  and  minifters,  mull  be  plain  to  every  perfon  of  theleafl 
difeernment  *.  They  themfelves  are  fully  fatisfied  that  things  are 
fo.  It  mult  always  be  with  an  eye  to  thefe  differences,  therefore, 
that  one  f of  them  is  fo  loud  and  warm  in  recommending  the  clofeft 
church  communion,  without  refpeeft  to  them,  and  in  inveighing 
againft  want  of  love,  and  a difpofi tion  to  break  the  bonds  of  fellow- 
fiiip.  Thus  he  writes — “ It  might  be  expected,  that  while  Chri- 
ftians  are  agreed  upon  this  great  point  fi.e.  the  general  faff , that 
the  guilt  cf  fin  is  and  fhall  be  remitted,  through  the  death  and 
facrifice  of  Chrift,  to  every  fincere  penitent)  as  they  all  are, 
their  contentions  {houid  not  be  very  violent ; though  they  differ 
in  their  ways  of  fpeaking,  and  even  in  their  fentiments  about 
the  manner  in  which  Chrift’s  death  conduces  to  the  remifiion 

(q)  L.  C.  0^141,  142.  144,  14c.  See  the  following  Article. 
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ccllencics  of  his  divine  nature;  and  thofe  who  are  no  ltfs 
lure,  that  he  is  a mere  man,  in  the  free  grace  of  God  highly 
exalted,  and  that  divine  honours  paid  to  him  are  founded  on 
that  gratuitous  exaltation : thofe  who  believe,  that  all  men  are, 
by  nature,  guilty  and  polluted  before  God,  and  incapable  of 
any  thing  fpiritually  good , through  their  connection  with  the 
firft  Adam  as  a public  head ; — and  thofe  who  believe,  that 
every  man  is  born  into  the  world  as  innocent  and  holy  as  Adam 
was  at  his  creation,  and  that  he  is  able,  by  the  improvement 
of  his  natural  powers , to  perform  the  whole  of  his  duty:  who 
believe,  that  the  will  of  man  is  wholly  dependent  on  the  will 
and  power  of  God; — and  thofe  who  believe,  that  the  will 
and  power  of  God  is  wholly  dependent  011  the  will  of  man, 

of  fin,  or  where  its  efficacy  lies,  with  regard  to  that  matter’* 
(aT).  To  the  fame  purpofe  a long  harangue  about  love  and  peace ; 
particularly — “ might  it  not  be  expected,  that  fo  many  heaven- 
ly bonds  of  love  (one  Lord,  &c.)  ffiould  have  fome  power  to 
heal  our  divifions  and  variances?  efpecially  when  we  profefs  to  be 
the  followers  of  a Saviour  who  hath  fo  loved  us,  &c  (£).  Accord- 
ing to  him,  (the  Saviour)  every  thing  but  fin  ought  to  unite  us : 
but,  according  to  their  pra&ice,  alas!  anything  is  fufficient  to  di- 
vide them,  their  common  religion  moil  of  all.— -Reverfing  the  rule  of 
the  apodle,  they  have  aeded  as  if  faith  were  greater  than  charity. — * 
The  lead  fuppofed  failure  in  point  of  faith  hath  warranted  them, 
in  their  own  conceits,  to  break  the  bonds  of  charity  (c). — Hence 
they  have  often  renounced  communion  with  one  another,  and  hated 
one  another,  on  account  of  queltions,  which  they  fcarce  pretended  to 
underhand.  For  the  fake  of  fpeculative  truth,  which  often  efcapes 
the  moil  fagacious,  and  conduces  little  to  real  piety  at  bed,  they  have 
facrificed  Chridian  love”  (d).  And  again,  while  defignedly  lof- 
ing  fight  of  the  real  date  of  the  quedion,  he  goes  on— “ While  I 
hold  the  feriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  my  faith,  and  myfelf  to 
be  fallible,  am  I warranted  to  deny  my  charity  or  my  communion  to 
you  who  follow  the  fame  rule,  and  with  equal  reverence,  merely  be- 
caufe  you  will  not  fu'bmit  in  every  thing  to  my  explications  of  it  ? 
—We  own  the  fame  rule,  of  which  many  parts,  and  thofe,  no 
doubt,  the  mod  important,  are  too  clear  and  certain  to  permit  us 
to  differ  about  them.  To  thefe  our  main  care  fhould  be  direffed ; 
and  on  them  the  drefs  of  our  religion  fhould  be  laid,  according  to 
the  apodle  Paul’s  counfel,  Neverthelefs,  & c.  P.  ii.  16.  here 
unavoidable  differences  remain,  as  they  always  have,  and  probably  al- 

(«)  P.  367,  368.  ( b ) 436.  (c)  437.  (d)  438.  See  the  whole  pages. 
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in  all  reasonable  and  moral  a£lions : thofe  who  maintain, 
that  Jefus  Chrift  {uftained  on  earth  the  character,  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  our  great  High  Priejl , particularly  in 
the  expiation  of  fin; — and  thofe  who  maintain,  that  he  was 
a prophet  only,  and  did  not  become  an  expiating  Prieft  till  he 
went  to  heaven:  thofe  who  hold,  that  the  death  of  Chrift 
was  a real  and  proper  atonement  for  the  fins  of  men,  and  the 
price  of  their  eternal  redemption ; — and  thofe  who  hold,  that 
it  was  intended  only  for  the  trial,  exercife,  and  improve- 
ment of  his  own  virtue , to  confirm  his  dodlrines,  give  an 
example  of  patience,  and  fit  him  for  higher  rewards:  who 
hold  that  we  are  reconciled  to  God  by  that  death  of  his 
Son; — and  who  hold,  that  reconciliation  is  made  by  their 
own  repentance : who  are  perfuaded  that  we  are  juftified  be- 


ways  will  remain,  even  after  ufing  all  diligence  to  underftand  our  rule, 
it  behoves  us  to  confider  well,  whether  thefe  are  of  Sufficient  moment 
to  break  the  bond  of  charity,  or  to  divide  the  body  of  01011”  (<?). 

Contrast. — The  houfe  of  God,  which  is  the  church  of  the  liv- 
ing God,  THE  PILLAR  AND  GROUND  OF  THE  TRUTH  (tf).  That 
ye  ftand  fall  in  one  fpirit,  with  one  mind,  Jl riving  for  the  faith  of  the 
gofpel  [hf  Being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of 
the  full  alfurance  of  underftanding,  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  my- 
ftery  of  God  the  Father  and  of  Christ — joying  and  beholding 
your  order,  and  the  JledfaJlnefs  of  your  faith  in  Chrift  I befeecn 

you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  all 
fpeak  the  fame  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divilions  among  you  ; 
but  that  ye  he  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mind , and  in  the 
fame  judgment  [d).  That  ye  may  with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  glo- 
rify God  (e). 

There  he  fome  that  trouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift.  But  though  we  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any 
other  gofpel  unto  you,  than  that  which  we  have  preached  to  you, 
let  him  he  accurfed  (f).  A man  that  is  a heretic , after  the  firft 
and  fecond  admonition,  rejeft  If  any  obey  not  our  word 

by  this  epiftle,  note  that  man , and  have  no  company  with  him, 
that  he  may  be  afhamed  (/;>).  Now  I command  you,  brethren,  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye  withdraw  from  every 

(0  534.  535- 

Contr.  (a)  I T.  iii.  15,  16.  (£)  P.  i.  27.  (r)  C.  ii.  2—8.  I C,  i. 

1°-..  (0  R-  xv-  5>  6.  See  A.  ii.  41 — 47.  iv.  32.  G.  ii.  4,3.  E.  iv.  12—16. 
C.  ii.  18—22.  M.  vii.  6.  xii.  25.  (£)  2 Th.iii.  14.  2T.  iii,  16. 
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fare  God,  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  Christ  alone,  im- 
puted by  God  and  received  by  faith; — and  who  are  equally 
perfuaded,  that  they  mult  be  juftified  folely  by  their  own 
works:  who  believe,  that  fandtification  flows  from  the  death 
of  Chrift,  as  the  great  meritorious  caufe , and  is  effectuated  by 
the  power  of  divine  grace  on  the  heart; — and  who  believe, 
that  it  mult  be  accomplifhed  by  our  own  cares  and  labours , 
and  is  promoted  by  ChrilVs  death  only  in  the  way  of  motive 
and  argument:  Thofe,  in  fhort,  who  maintain,  that  the 
death  of  Jesus  was  indifpenfably  necejfary  to  our  falvation  in 

brother  that  walketh  diforderly , and  not  after  the  tradition  which  ye 
received  of  us  ( i ).  Who  is  a //W,,but  he  that  denieth  that  Jefus 
is  the  Chrift?  (according  to  the  true  nature,  and  due  extent  of  his 
whole  charafter)  He  is  antichrist  that  denieth  the  Father  and 
Son.  Whofoever  denieth  the  Son,  the  fame  hath  not  the  Fa- 
ther (Zj).  Believe  not  every  fpirit:  but  try  the  /pints,  whether 
they  are  of  God:  for  many  fal/e  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world  (/).  Whofoever  tranfgreffeth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ,  hath  not  God.-— If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and 
bring  not  this  do&rine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house  ; 
neither  bid  him  God  fpeed;  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God  fpeed  is 
partaker  of  his  evil  deeds  (?/?).  I know  how  thou  canfi  not  bear 
them  which  are  evil:  And  thou  haft  tried  them  which  fay  they 
are  apoftles,  and  are  not;  and  has  found  them  liars  (/i).  Holding 
faith  and  a good  confcience;  which  fome  having  put  away,  concern- 
ing- faith  have  made  fhipwreck:.  of  whom  is  Hymeneus  and  Ale- 
xander; whom  I have  delivered  to  Satan,  that  they  may  learn  not  to 
blafpheme  (o).  But  I have  a few  things  again/  thee,  becaufe  thou 
haft  there  them  that  hold  the  do&rine  of  Balaam, — fo  haf  thou  alfo 
them  that  hold  the  doftrine  of  the  Nicolaitans. — Repent , or  elfe  I 
will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will  fight  againft  thee  with  the 
fword  of  my  mouth  (p). — I have  a few  things  againft  thee  ; be- 
caufe thou  fufferejl  that  woman  Jezebel,  which  calleth  herfelf  a pro - 
phetefs , to  teach  and f educe  my  fervants  (y). 

Church  cenfures  are  neceffary  for  the  reclaiming  and  gaining  of 
offending  brethren,  for  deterring  of  others  from  like  offences,  for 
purging  out  that  leaven  which  might  infe<ft  the  whole  lump,  for 
vindicating  the  profefiion  of  the  gofpel,  and  for  preventing  the 
wrath  of  God,  which  might  fall  on  the  church,  if  they  Jhould fuffer 

(i)  2 Th.  iii.  6.  (i)  I J.  ii.  22,  13.  2 T.iii.  13, 14.  (/)lj.iv.i.  (»)aj. 
9,  IO.  («)  Rv.  ii.  2.  (0)  I T.  i.  19,  20.  2 T.  iii.  5*— ’9*  (P)  ^-v*  14 

ly.  (y)  Rv.  ii.  1 3 — 25. 
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all  the  parts  of  it; — and  thofe  who  maintain,  that  it  was  not 
c it  all  neceflary  for  that  purpole,  and  that  we  might  have 
been  as  well  faved  without  it* 

Of  Prayer. 

Article  LXW  D.  What  is  reckoned  a diredory  for 
prayer  common  to  all  Chriltians  in  thefe  words,  <f  what 
things  foever  ye  defire  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive 
them,  and  ye  fhall  have  them,”  is  to  be  reflrided  to  the  a- 
pofles,  and  refers  entirely  to  their  prayers  upon  extraordi- 
nary prophetic  irhpulfe , for  things  anfwering  the  ends  of  their 
office;  particularly  to  miraculous  works  to  confirm  the  gofpel. 
And  whereas  our  Saviour  direds  us  to  pray  in  his  name,  that 
does  not  include  any  dependance  on  his  obedience  to  the 

his  covenant,  and  the  feals  of  it,  to  he  profaned  by  notorious  and  ohftinate 
offenders . For  the  better  attaining  of  thofe  ends,  the  officers  of 
the  church  are  to  proceed  by  admonition,  fufpenfion  from  the  facra- 
vnent  of  Ue  Lord’s  J upper  for  a feafon,  and  by  excommunication  from 
the  ch/rch,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  and  demerit  of 
the  pprfon  (r). — For  their  publtjhingfuch  opinions,  or  maintaining 
fuch  practices,  as  are  contrary  to  the  light  of  nature,  or  to  the  known 
principles  of  Chrifianity,  whether  concerning  faith,  worfoip , or  con- 
verfation,  or  the  power  of  godlinefs,  or  fuch  erroneous  opinions  or  prac- 
tices, as  either  in  their  own  nature , or  in  the  manner  of  publiffiing 
and  maintaining  them,  are  deftru&ive  to  the  external  peace  and 
order  which  Chriil  hath  eftablifhed  in  the  church,  they  may  be 
lawfully  called  to  account,  and  proceeded  againf  by  the  cenfures  of  the 
church  (j). 

' « r 

Illustration.  D.  What  things— u miraculous  and  fignifi- 
cant”— -ye  defire — “ for  anfwering  the  ends  of  your  oyffce” — believe 
— u with  confidence  upon  the  impulfes  of  God”  that  ye  receive  them. 
“ Flow  thefe  divine  impulfes  were  felt,  none  can  know  without  ex- 
perience” (<z).  Hitherto  ye  have  afked  nothing  in  my  name — 
“ trufing  in  my  promifes  and  obeying  my  commands.  See  J.  xiv.  13. 
xv.  16”  (Z>).  Whatfoever  ye  afk  in  my  name,  that  will  I do — 
“ See  R.  i.  8.  M.  xviii.  19.  A fimilitude  from  one  who  lays  the 
petitions  of  his  friend  before  a King.  Trufing  in  my  promifes  and 
obeying  my  commands”  (c). 

(r)  Conf.  xxx.  3,  4.  (j)  Conf.  xx.  4.  comp  xxv.  4,  5.  xxvi.  2.  L.  C.  (^99' 

7,  comp  105. 

Illus.  ( a ) P.  364.  5.  (£)  437.  1.  (c)  426.  23. 
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death,  as  the  ground  of  our  plea;  nor  any  improvement  of 
his  interceflion,  as  the  appointed  medium  of  prefenting  our 
petitions  with  acceptance,  and  of  receiving  the  favours  re- 
quefted  ; but  merely  a trujling  in  his  promi/es  and  .obeying  his 
commands  And  the  things  done  for  men,  in  anfwer  to  fuch 
prayers,  are  not  done  by  Chrift  from*  his  own  fulnefs  of 
goodnefs  and  power,  nor  as  the  proper  fruit  of  his  intercef- 
fion  ; but  are  always  performed  by  the  Father  alone  : only, 
they  are,  by  a ftrong  figure,  and  atluftvely , reckoned  to  be 
done  by  jefus  Chrift,  as  he  prefents  our  requefts  to  the  Fa- 
ther ; juft  as  royal  favours  may  be  laid  to  be  done  by  a man 
to  his  friends,  becaufe  he  i.s  fo  good  as  to  lay  their  petitions 
before  the  King. 

Of  the  efficacy  of  the  prayers  and  inter cejjions  of 

GhrijUans . 

Article  LXVI.  M.  The  efficacy  of  the  prayers  and 

i 

Contrast.  A fit  and  it  fhali  be  given  you — for  every  one  that 
afketh,  receiveth — (a).  But  let  him  afk  in  faith , nothing  wavering 
(3).  And  this  is  the  confidence  we  have  in  him,  that  if  we  afk 
any  thing  according  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us.,  And  if  we  know 
that  he  heareth  us,  we  know  that  we  have  the  petitions  which  we 
have  defired  of  him  (r). — Through  him  we  both  have  accefs  by  one 
Spirit  to  the  Father  (d).  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldnefs 
to  enter  into  the  holieft  of  all  by  the  blood  of  Jesus;  by  a new  and 
living  way,  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  rent  vail, 
that  is  to  fay,  his  ffh:  And  having  a great  high  Priest  over 
the  houfe  of  God,  let  us  draw  nigh  with  a true  heart,  in  the  full 
ajfurance  of  faith  (e). — And  whatsoever  ye  fhali  afk  in  my  name , that 
will  I do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  If  ye  fhali 
afk  any  thing  in  my  name  I will  do  it  (y  f ). 

To  pray  in  the  name  of  Christ,  is,  in  obedience  to  his  command 
and  in  confidence  of  his  promifes,  to  a fie  mercy  for  his  sake,  not 
by  bare  mentioning  his  name,  but  by  drawing  our  encouragement  to 
pray,  our  boldnefs , flrength,  and  hope  cf  \ acceptance  in  prayer,  from 
Christ  and  his  mediation.  We  are  to  pray  with  thankfulnefs  and 
enlarged  hearts,  with  underftanding,  faith,  &c.  ( g ). 

Contr.  ( a ) M.  vih  7— it  L.  xi.  9—13.  J.  xiv.  13, 14.  xv.  16.  ( h ) I.  i. 
6.  ft)  1 J-  v.  14,  15*  (^0  E.  ii.  18.  iii.  12.  P.  iii.  3*  ft)  H.  x.  19  22. 

iv.  14.  16.  Rv.  viii.  3,  4 J.  xiv.  6.  (f)  J.  xiv.  13, 14.  xvi.  7.  14,  15.  i.  16. 

E.  i.  22,  23.'  iv.  10.  H.  vii.  25.  P.  iv.  13.  I T.  i.  14*  (g)  C.  Q^l8o. 

185.  194.  Conf.  xxi.  2,  3.  S.  C.  Qh  100.  105.  See  on  next  Article. 
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intercefiionc  of  good  men  is  not  founded  in  the  mediation 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  in  God’s  refpeft  to  their  own  virtue  \ 
and  bv  their  interceflions  for  others  they  make  atonement  for 
their  jins.  Yet  when  (timers  remain  ob(iii?ate  and  incor- 
rigible in  their  evil  ways,  alter  a reafonablt  trial  by  outward 
means,  they  cannot  be  benefited  by  any  intercellions  of  the 
righteous  in  their  behalf.  And  why,  indeed,  Ihould  any 
one  in  any  cale  of  others  or  of  his  own,  pray  for  the  pardon 
of  fin,  which  is  perfifted  in,  and  not  repented  of?  I he 
truth  is,  the  good  cannot  ferve  the  bad  by  their  prayers  with 
refpedt  to  any  fpiritual  bidding  properly  fuch ; particularly 
not  in  refpeG  of  their  real  converfion  and  reformation  \ but 
only  with  regard  to  temporal  things , or  with  regard  to  fuch 
fpiritual  biddings  of  an  outward  hindy  as  tend  to  convert  and 
reclaim  them. 


Illustration.  M.  “ Upon  the  fame  principle  (i.  e.  God’s 
refpedt  to  their  virtue)  is  founded  the  efficacy  of  the  prayers  of 
good  men,  and  of  the  interceffions  which  they  offer  up  for  finners 
(#).  The  fame  mediator  (Mofes)  endeavoured  byr  his  intereeffion 
to  make  atonement  for  them,  and  in  part  fucceeded  ( b }.  When  fin- 
ners remain  obftinate  and  incorrigible  in  their  evil  ways  they  can- 
not— ut  fupra  (d)  The  only  initances,  in  which  the  good  can  ferve 
the  bad,  are  either  with  regard — ut  fupra ” (e). 

Contrast,  (a)  Caufc  thy  face  to  (hine  upon  thy  fancduary — 
for  the  Lord’s  sake.  We  do  not  prefent  our  fupplications  be- 
fore thee, /or  our  right  eoufnefs,  but  for  thy  great  mercies.  O Lord 
hear,  &c.  and  do  and  defer  not  for  thine  own  fake,  O my  God  (bf 
As  God  for  Christ’s  fake  hath  forgiven  y~ou  (c).  An  holy  prielt- 
hood  to  offer  up  fpiritual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus 
Christ  ( d ). — I exhort,  that  prayers,  fupplications  and  intercef- 
fions be  made  for  all  men  (<?).  Father,  forgive  them ; for  they  know 
not  what  they  do  (f).  Is  any  lick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for 
the  elders  of  the  church. — And  the  prayer  of  faith  fhall  fave  the 
lick;  and  if  he  have  committed  fins,  they  fhall  be  forgiven  him  (g). 
If  any  man  fee  his  brother  fin  a fin,  which  is  not  unto  death,  he 


Ii.lus.  (a)  P.261,262.  See  preceding  and  following  pages.  (6)262. 
( c ) 266.  (d)  268.  (<?)  267. 

Contr.  (a)  See  on  preceding  Art.  and  Art.  LIV.  (6)  D.  ix.  17 — 19. 
Pf.  xxv.  11  cxv.  11.  Jr.  xiv.  7.  21.  (<?)  R.  iv.  32.  (i)  1 P.  ii.  3.  If.  lvi.  7. 

comp.  H.  xiii.  10  15— See  R.  iii  25,  26.  H.  ix.  12—15.  xiii.  24.  1 j.  i.  7. 
n.  1.  2 i.  /.  Rx . \t.  9*  (<0  1 I . ii.  1.  (J  \ JL,  xiiii.  34*  A.  vii.  63. 

lix.  xxiii.  32.  (g)  I.  v.  14,  15. 
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Of  the  Resurrection  of  the  Body. 

Article  LXVII.  AL  Deliverance  from  temporal  death 
by  a refurreElion,  is  in  all  inftances  the  work  of  a Redeem- 
ER  ^ fuch.  There  fhall  be  nothing  of  this  kind  but  what 

is  connected  with  refloration  to  a capacity  of  immortal  hap- 
pinefs,  and  the  actual  pofTeffion  of  it.  As  it  (hall  be  the  pri- 
vilege of  thofe  only,  who  feek  for  it  by  fincere  repentance 
and  a patient  continuance  in  welldoing,  it  mult  be  peculiar 

fhall  afi;  and  he  fall  give  him  life  for  them  that  fin  not  unto  death. 
There  is  A sin  unto  death.  I do  not  fay,  that  he  firall  pray  for 
it  (h). 

Prayer  is  to  he  made  for  all  things  lawful,  and  for  all  forts  of 
men  living  or  that  fhall  live  hereafter;  but  not  for  the  dead,  nor  for 
thofe  of  whom  it  may  be  known,  that  they  have  finned  the  fin  unto 
death  (2).  We  are  to  pray  for  the  whole  church  of  Chrift  upon 
earth,  for  all  forts  of  men , &c.  We  are  to  pray  for  all  things  tend- 
ing to  the  glory  of  God,  the  welfare  of  the  church,  our  own,  or  ci- 
thers good  (/’). 

Illustration.  M.  u It  was  the  good  pleafure  of  Almighty 
God,  that  this  death  (i,  e.  that  incurred  by  the  firffc  fin ) fhould 
not  be  eternal — but  only  temporary , that  mankind  fhould  be  deliver- 
ed from  it  by  a refurreclion , and  reftored  to  a capacity  of  enjoying 
immortal  happinefs,  of  which  they  fhould  in  due  time  be  put  in 
adlual  pofTeffion,  if  they  fought  it  by  fincere  repentance  and  a patient 
continuance  in  well-doing , though  attended  with  imperfections  : And 
for  this  purpofe  he  appointed  a Redeemer  before  the  world  was 
made  (#).  It  (fin)  has  death  for  its  wages;  nor  can  anything 
be  more  fit,  than  that  thofe  who  obftinately  perfift,  againft  all  their 
obligations,  to  fubvert  the  order,  and  deflroy  the  happinefs  of  God’s 
creation,  fhould  themfelves  be  exterminate d from  it — ut  fupra — (b). 

(b)  i J.  v.  16,  17.  comp.  M.  xii.  31,  32.  m.  iii.  18.  See  1 S.  vii.  5.  xii.  19. 
23.  M.  v.  44.  Pf.  xxxv.  11 — 13.  R.  x.  1.  (*■)  Conf.  xxi.  4.  {k)  L.  C.  Q. 

183,  184. 

Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  240.  Agreeably,  when  he  comes  forward  to  dif- 
1 courfe  of  our  Lord’s  mediatorial  powers,  and  among  others  that  of  rai- 
fing  the  dead,  P.  308,  309,  though  he  fpeaks  of  the  refurredtion  “ of  all 
that  have  lived  fince  the  begginning  of  the  world,”  and  quotes  J.  v.  28, 
29.  A.  xxiv.  15,  he  flips  over  it;  allowing  fome  kind  of  bodies  to  the  faints 
but  not  a word  of  thofe  of  the  -wicked . ( b ) 443*  Conformably,  when  he 

fpeaks  elfewhere  of  the  punifhment  of  the  wicked,  there  is  never  the 
lead  hint  of  their  cxifting  in  a future  flate  after  the  judgment. 
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to  the  righteous.  With  regard  to  thofe  who,  contrary  to 
every  obligation,  obftinately  per (i It  to  fubvert  the  order  and 
deilroy  the  happinefs  of  God’s  creation,  they  (hall  fooner 
or  later  be  exterminated  from  it,  with  fignal  marks  of  divine 
difpleafure;  for  goodnefs  itfelf  requires,  that  what  cannot 
be  amended  fhould  be  defiroyed, . 

D.  There  fhall  be  no  refurrefiion  of  the  bodies  of  men  af- 
ter death  to  an  immortal  exiftence.  The  only  grave,  out 
of  which  men  do,  or  ever  fhall  arife,  is  figurative , or  that  of 
great  temporal  calamity  and  miferies . No  other  is  meant  in 
the  book  of  Daniel , where  we  read  that  “ many  of  them 
that  fieep  in  the  dull  of  the  earth  fhall  awake,  fome  to  ever- 

D.  The  hour  is  coming — “ The  hour  fpoken  by  Daniel  the 
prophet — graves  exprehive  fometimes  among  the  Jews  of  great  ir- 
retrievable miferies.  See  Pf.  xxii.  29.  xliv.  25.  lxxxviii.  4.  See.  Pr.  ix. 
I 8.  Even  fuch  God  will  redeem  E%lt.  xxxvii.  12.  Ho.  xiii.  14. 
Or  have  long  been  dead.” — Shall  hear  his  voice — “ commanding 
voice.  A figure  taken  from  roufing  out  of  deep,  fee  Rv.  xx.  13* 
and  comp.  1 C.  xv.  52.  1 Th.  iv.  16.  R.  ix.  25,  26.  Rv.  xiv.  6.” 
(e).  He  fhall  rife  again  at  the  refurrebfion “ that  is  literally, 
the  Jlanding  or  exifiing  again  in  another  world  comp.  Jf.  v.  29. 
L.  xiv.  14,”  at  the  lalt  day — u fuch  is  death  to  every  one — The  lail 
great  day  will  be  that  of  the  relfitution  of  all  things  A.  iii.  21. 
and  times  of  univerfal  refrefhing  A.  iii.  19.”  (dj.  Certain  of  the 
f Sadducees,  which  deny  that  there  is  any  refurredlion — “ or  fu- 
ture Jlate , literally  Jlanding  again , fee  A.  xxiii.  8.” — therefore  in  the 
refurrebtion,  & c.  — “ or  future  Jlate.  They  aflume  the  air  of  Pha- 
rfciic  believers' 7 — Ye  do  err,  & c. — “ neither  have  any  due  fenfe  of 
the  power  of  God,  which  is  able  to*effecluate  what  to  man  feems  mod 
impofllble — comp.  L.  xxiii.  4 6.  ff.  vii.  59.  I C.  xv.  through- 
out. (<?)”  They  are  equal  to  the  angels — “ by  a pure  fpiritual 
immortal  nature.”  I am  the  God  of  Abraham — ■«  or  benefac- 
tor or  rewarder,  fee  Gn.  xvii.  7,  8.  If  by  death  they  had  been 
annihilated , the  proper  language  would  have  been,  1 was  the  God, 
&c.  comp.  R.  viii.  17.  G.  iv.  7.  1 J.  ii.  2.  R.  viii.  29.”  For  he 
is  not  the  God  of  the  dead — “ to  be  underilood  as  a patron  of  the 
dead , who  are  never  more  to  exifi  again ” — but  of  the  living — “ of 

1 

(e)P.  ill.  II.  where  it  is  plain,  he  underftands  feme  paflages  that  clearly 
and  uuquefhonably  refer  to  the  refurreftien  of  the  body,  of  the  calling  and  re~ 
/ oration  of  the  Jeivs  to  the  fellowship  of  Chrilt  and  a church  ftate.  (d)  3 3 3. 
9,  ic.  (e)  374.  1.  3.  1.  where  it  is  evident,  that  with  him  the  refurrebtion 
and  future  ftate  of  the  exigence  of  the  foul  are  one  and  th tfame. 
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Jailing  life,  and  fome  to  lhame  and  everlafting  contempt:”  * 
nor  in  Hof- a , where  the  promise  runs,  “ I will  ranfom  them 
from  the  power  of  the  grave:  I will  redeem  them  from 
death : O death,  1 will  be  thy  plagues ; O grave,  I will  be 
thy  deftru£tion;  repentance  fhall  be  hid  from  mine  eyes.”  f 
The  only  refurreEilon  taught  in  Scripture,  or  of  old  main- 
tained by  the  Fharifees , is  either  figurative , as  now  faid,  or  a 
future  date  of  exigence,  the  {landing  or  exifting  again  of 
the  foul  in  a future  world ; in  which  men  will  retain  no- 
thing corporeal , but  will  poflefs  a nature  purely  fpiritual , as  well 
as  immortal ; and  in  this  fenfe  be  equal  to  the  angels.  This 
was  the  refurredlion  denied  by  the  Sadducees , and  the  only  one, 

thofe  who  are  to  be  confidered  as  under  his  immediate  tuition ” — for 
all  live  to  him — “ all fuch faithful f&rvants  live  unto  him.  Either  at  the 
very  moment  in  which  he  fpake,  or  in  his  equally  certain  decree. 
Neither  can  the  Almighty  be  a God,  that  is  a fpiritual  benefadlor  to 
thofe  who  have  no  being , and  are  not  in  any  future  period  to  exifi.  (f)” 
At  the  refurre&ion  of  the  juft — “ to  eternal  life.  See  J.  v.  19,  See. 
This  is  the  only  refurre&ion,  exifence  or  Jlanding  again , that  is  de- 
lirable.  (g)”  And  as  touching  the  dead  that  they  rife — “ the 
pious  dead  in  general,  that  they  rife  to  a better  ftate  than  this”— 
being  the  children  of  the  refurre&ion — “ of  the  perfeCt  and  inde- 
fectible refurre&ion.  (h)”  Every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth 
good  fruit,  This  feems  abfolutely  inconfifient  with  all  hope  of 

future  ref  oration  to  the  wicked  (i). 

Contrast.  And  many  (or  the  many ) of  them  that  fleep  in  the 
dufi  fliall  awake:  fome  to  everlafting  life,  and  fome  to  Jhame  and  ever- 
lafiing  contempt.  And  they  that  be  wife,  fhall  fhine  as  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  firmament  (a).  Marvel  not  at  this,  for  the  hour. is  com- 
ing, in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  fhall  hear  his 
voice  and  come  forth ; — they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  refirre&on 
of  life , and  they  that  have  done  evil  to  the  refur  re  Elion  of  damnation 
( b ).  Believing  all  things  written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and 
have  hope  towards  God,  which  themfelves  alfo  allow , that  there 
lhall  be  a rrfnrreclion  of  the  dead \ both  of  the  just  and  un- 
just ( c ).  How  fay  fome  among  you,  that  there  is  no  refur  region 
of  the  dead?  But  if  there  be  no  refurre&ion  of  the  dead,  then  is  not 
Christ  rifin.  And  if  Chrift  be  not  rifen,  then  is  our  preaching 


* D.  xii.  2.  f Ho.  xiii.  14. 

(/)  i?5'  z-  3 ■ (g)  308.  4-  (")  375-  (0  47-  7- 
Contr.  C)  JL>.  xii.  2.  3.  {6)  j.  v.  29.  (f)  A.  xxiv.  14,  15. 
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which  our  Lord  contended  for  againft  them,  in  the  twen- 
tieth chapter  of  Lukes  gofpel,  as  oppofed  to  annihilation ; 
and  indeed  his  argument  on  that  fin  jeef  bears  no  more. 
And  as  the  only  defirable  exigence,  or fanning  again  in  this 
- kind,  is  the  refurredlion  to  eternal  life,  fo  no  refur  re  Elion  or 
future  fate  at  all,  is  to  be  expelled  or  feared  by  the  wicked, 
ft  belongs  to,  and  fhall  be  enjoyed  by  the  pious  dead  alone; 
of  whom  the  Almighty  Father  is  the  Goo,  a benefactor  and 
rewarder,  who  has  them  always  under  his  care  and  tuition. 
All  the  reft  of  mankind  are  the  dead,  who  are  never  more  to 
ex  if,  or  who  are  to  have  no  being  in  a future  world. 

Vain,  and  your  faith  is  vain  See.  (d).  Though  after  my  fkin, 
worms deftroy  this  body , yet  in  my  flesh  fliall  1 fee  Gcd:  whom  I 
fhall  fee  for  myfelf,  and  mine  eyes  fliall  behold  him,  and  not  another; 
though  my  reins  be  confumed  within  me  (s').  . The  Lorn  himfelf 
fhall  defeend  from  heaven  with  a fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel, and  wi  th  the  trump  of  God : and  the  dead  in  Chrijl fhall  rife frf. 
Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain,  (hail  be  caught  up  together  with 
them  in  the  clouds , to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  (/)•  So  alfo  is  the 
refu  erection  of  the  dead.  It  is  fown  in  corruption , it  is  raifed  in  in - 
corruption;  it  is  fown  in  dijhonour , it  is  raifed  in  glory;  it  is 
fown  in  weaknefs , it  is  raifed  in  power.  It  is  fown  a natural  body, 
it  is  raifed  a fpiritual  body.  There  is  a natural  body,  and  there 
is  a spiritual  BODY  (but  a body  ff ill  and  fubftantiaUy  the  fame.) 
For  this  corruptible  (body)  mull  put  on  incorruptipn,  and  this  mor- 
tal (body)  mu  ft  put  on  immortality,  See.  (g).  Who  fhall  change 
our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  faf owned  like  to  his  glorious  body  ( h). 

The  bodies  of  men  after  death  return  to  dull  and  fee  corruption ; 
but  their  fouls  (which  neither  die  nor  fleep)  have  an  immortal- fub- 
fflence , immediately  returning  to  God  who  gave  them. — The  fouls 
of  the  wicked  are  caft  into  hell,  where  they  remain  in  torment , to  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day.— -At  the  laft  day,  fuch  as' are  found  a- 
live  fhall  not  die,  but  be  changed;  and  all  the  dead  shall  be 
raised  with  the  self  same  bodies,  and  none  other,  though 
with  different  qualities;  which  fhall  be  united  again  to  their  fouls 

id)  I C.  XV.  12 — 20.  J.  xi.  24.  2 T.  ii.  16—19.  xx-  IS.  1 3-  ( e ) Jb.  v. 

28,  29.  (/)  1 Th.  iv.  13—18.  v.  23.  (g)  1 C.  xv.  4245.5a— 58.  See 

whole  chapter.  (/;)  P.  iii.  21.  R.  viii.  10,  11.  23.  with  Jb.  xiv,  10 15. 

Pf.  x.1.9  ii.  P.  lit.  io,  11.  M.  xxii.  29—3^*  xii.  24 — 27.  A.  xvii.  18. 
comp.  Ho.  xiii.  14.  with  1 C.  xv.  54,  55.  Concerning  the  doctrine  of  the 
Pharifees  and  Sadducees,  fee  M.  xxii.  23.  33.  m.  xii.  18—27.  comp.  A. 
xxiii.  6-8.  xxiv.  14,  15.  xxviii.  ao.  Concerning  the  dodfcrine  of  extermina- 
tion, fee  on  Art.  V. 
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Of  the  Last  Judgment. 

Article  LXVIH.  D,  There  (hail  be  no  public  and  uhi~ 
verfal  Judgment , at  leaft  in  the  fenfe  commonly  received  a- 
mon^  Chriftians,  and  with  the  circumftances  ufually  ima- 
gined:— as  if  Jefus  Chrift  fhall  appear  in  the  clouds  of  hea- 
ven, exalted  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  in  the  midft  of  my- 
riads of  angels-,  and  having  reunited  the  fouls  to  the  bodies 
of  thole  who  have  been  dead,  and  raifed  them,  at  the  fame 
time  changing  thofe  found  alive  on  earth,  (hall,  by  the  in- 
1 ftrumentality  of  attending  angels,  gather  all  nations  before 
his  tribunal,  and  viftbly  try  them  openly,  pronounce  the 
fentence  of  happinefs  or  mifery  upon  the  two  great  divifions 

for  ever.  The  bodies  of  the  unjufl  (hall,  by  the  power  of  Chrift, 
be  raifed  to  dishonour:  The  bodies  of  the  jujl  by  his  Spirit  unto 
honour  (z).  The  bodies  of  the  jujl  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  and  by 
Virtue  of  his  refurreSion , as  their  head,  fhall  be  raifed  in  power — and 
the  bodies  of  the  *, wicked  fhall  be  raifed  up  in  difnoncur,  by  him  as 
an  ojf ended  judge  (i). 

Illustration.  D.  Ill  the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  Man 
{hall  lit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory — “ or  fetting  up  a new  ftate  a- 
jnong  them,  2 C.  v.  1 7.  This,  though  in  part,  was  begun  by  the 
blefled  Jefus  while  on  earth.  It  was  carried  on  by  his  apoftles  un- 
der the  influence  of  a divine  Spirit,  after  he  rofe  from  the  dead. 
See  D.  vii.  9.  13.  comp.  L.  xxii.  28.  Seed7  Shall  fit  upon  twelve 
thrones — “ The  apoftles  were,  in  their  Lord’s  name,  to  rule  the 
Chriftian  church  by  the  laws  of  the  gofpel.  They  were  to  be  chief 
magiftrates  in  his  kingdom”  ( a ).  The  fun  fhall  be  darkened — “ to 
them,  national  glory  and  excellence  deftroyed,  and  the  introduc- 
tion thereby  of  univerfal  fadnefs,  could  admit  of  no  ftronger  terms” 
—and  the  ftars — “ of  government”  fhall  fall  “as”  from  heaven  — 
and  the  powers  of  the  heavens,  “ till  now  authorifed  of  the  heavens, 
fhall  be  fhaken  to  abfolute  deftru&ion.”  Then  {hall  appear  the  fign 
of  the  Son  of  Man — “ taking  vengeance  as” — in  the  clouds  of  hea- 
ven. And  they  (hall  fee  the  Son  of  Man  coming — “ as  it  were77 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  This  predi&ion  accomplifhed  would  prove 
a happy  mean  of  converting  many.77 — Send  his  angels— “ mefiengers, 
ov gofpel  mini/ters9  not  unafiifted,  probably,  by  real  angels.” — With  a 
great  found  of  a trumpet — “as  with  a great  found  of  his  gofpel  trum- 

(i)  Conf.  xxxii.  1, 2,  3.  (/')  L.  C.  Q.  86,  87.— See  on  next  Article. 

Illus.  (a)  P.  302,  303.  2.  3.  See  the  whole  paraphrafe  of  the  pailage. 


C 193  ] 

of  mankind  refpe&ively,  and,  in  the  execution  of  that  fen- 
tence,  deftroy,  or  exceedingly  alter  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
things.  All  the  paflages  of  fcripture,  that  feem  to  exhibit 
fuch  a folemn  fcene,  are  to  be  taken  in  a fenfe  entirely  figu- 
rative. For  inftance,  Dan.  vii.  9.  Matth.  xix.  28,  & c wholly 
refer  to  the  erection  of  the  New  Te (lament  church,  which 
the  apoftles,  as  ChrifPs  chief  magiftrates,  were  to  rule  by 
the  laws  of  the  gofpel.  So  Matth.  xxiv.  29.  See.  Luke  xxi. 
25.  & c.  Mark  xiii.  24.  Sec.  For  though  the  prophetic  fpi- 
rit,  which  fpake  in  Jefus,  may  intend,  in  thofe  places,  to 
carry  our  minds  forward  to,  what  is  called,  the  end  of  the 
world;  yet,  what  is  there  declared,  is  to  be  underllood, 
principally,  if  not  only,  of  ChrifPs  coming  for  the  deltruc- 
tion  of  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  polity  of  the  Jews,  and  for 
the  extenfion  and  eflablifhment  of  his  kingdom  among  the 
Gentiles.  Agreeably  to  which,  the  fun,  moon,  and  (tars, 
mean  only  the  Jewilh  government,  and  all  the  national 

pet” — and  fliall  gather  his  ele6l — 1 cc  more  fuccefsfully  than  ever. 
Convert  the  Gentiles  in  vail  multitudes  every  where. — To  have  de- 
clared nakedly  and  boldy  the  abohjhment  of  the  Jewifio  Jlate  would 
have  been  improper.  After  all,  the  prophetic  fpirit  might  intend 
to  carry  mens  thoughts  forwards,  by  this  mod;  fignal  judgment,  to 
the  end  of  the  world  {b).  Hereafter  ye  fliall  fee  the  Son  of  Mail 
fitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power — “ exercifing  marks  of  fpecial 
greatnefs,  as  when  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  afeendedto  his  kingdom, 

and  poured  out  on  his  followers  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft To 

the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Spirit , people  of  all  languages  were  both 
eye  and  ear  witneffes,  &c.”  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven — “ ir- 
refiflibly,  as  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  to  ejlabl’ifh  his  religious  and  mo- 
ral kingdom  among  men.  See  M.  xxiv.  30.  notes.  The  exemplary 
vengeance  of  God  againft  the  Jewifij  people  may  likewife  be  here 
intimated.  Comp.  D.  vii.  13,  14.  Rv.  i.  7.  Pf.  ii.  12.  ( c ).  When 
the  Son  of  Man  fhall  come — and  flftll  fit  on  the  throne  of  his 
glory. — “ Magnificent  and  lofty.  The  whole  defeription  may  be 
figurative.  Comp.  Pf.  xcvii.  1.  &c.  D.  vii.  9.  x.  26.  If.  iii.  13. 
Sec.  Jo.  iii.  2.  Zc.  xiv.  5.  M.  xix.  28.”— And  before  him  (half 
be  gathered  all  nations. — “ Some  only  underhand  this  of  thofe 
men  who  have  vifibly  profejfed  the  faith  of  Chrifi,  as  the  gofpel  net 
catches  all  kinds,  and  the  virtues  here  fpoken  of  are  peculiarly  Chri- 


(f>)  39  4>  395*  396.  See  whole  interpretation,  with  notes,  (c) 456. 67.  See 
whole  of  this  too. 
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glory  of  that  people.  The  Son  of  Man  does  not  mean  Je- 
fus  himfelf,  but  a Jign  of  him;  nor  does  his  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven  mean  any  real,  vifihle  approach  of  that 
kind,  but,  as  it  were^  fomething  of  that  fort;  nor  is  it  in- 
tended that  any  part  of  his  power  and  glory  will  be  vi- 
fible,  all  of  it  being  fpiritual  and  invifibJe,  defigned  as  a 
mean  of  converlion.  Hence  too,  the  trumpet  is  that  of  the 
gofpel , and  the  angels  are  gofpel  minijlers . In  the  fame  light 
•are  we  to  take  Matth.  xxvi.  64.  Mark  xiv.  62.  Luke  xxii.  69. 
Rev.  i.  7.  In  ail  which,  the  coming  of  che  Son  of  Man 
imports  no  more  than  his  coming  irrefiltibly,  as  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven,  to  take  vengeance  on  the  Jews,  and  to  eltablifh 
his  religious  and  moral  kingdom  among  men.  Indeed,  Matth. 

» 

ftian.  Comp.  M.  xiii.  38.  47.”  Then  fha'l  the  righteous  fhine— 
“ This,  for  certain,  is  parabolical”  (^/). 

Contrast.  (<?)  It  is  appointed  to  ail  men  once  to  die,  and  after 
this  the  judgment— and  to  them  that  look  for  him  he  will  appear 
the  second  time,  without  lin  unto  falvation  (£).  Looking  for 
the  bleffed  hope  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  (c).  And  to  you  who  are  troubled  reft 
with  us,  when  the  Lord  jefus  ill  all  be  revealed  from  heaven  with 
his  mighty  angels , in  flaming  fire , taking  vengeance  on  them  that 
know  him  not,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift; 
when  he  fhall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe  ( d).  The  field  is  the  world — the  harveft  is  the 
end  of  the  world,  and  the  reapers  are  the  angels,  &c.  (<? ).  Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  why  ftand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  This  fame  Jefus, 
which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  fhall  fo  come  in  like  manner 
as  ye  have  fcen  him  go  into  heaven  (/).  He  hath  appointed  a day, 
in  which  lie  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  by  that  Man  whom 

(d)  P.  407,  408.  with  fcveral  notes,  particularly  2,3,4.  Indeed  the  Doc- 
tor feems  to  confider  the  Avhole  as  a parable  only,  even  then  he  is  at  a ma- 
nifeft  lofs  how  to  explain  it.  What  light  his  book  of  reflections  would 
have  given,  we  cannot  know. 

Contr.  (a)  See  the  paflages  therafelves  mentioned  in  the  Article,  par- 
ticularly M.  xxiv.  19.  Rv.  i.  7.  One  fhould  think,  if  fame  of  them  imme- 
diately relate  to  our  Lord’s  coming  for  the  deftruiftion  of  the  JeiviJi  ftate, 
and  the  erection  of  his  kingdom  among  the  Gentiles,  others  can  only  ap- 
ply to  the  univerfal  and  final  judgment,  and  that  all  of  them  ultimately  refer 
to  it.  (A)  H.  ix.  2-7,  28.  (c)  Ti.  ii.  13.  comp.  M.  xxv.  1 — 13.  1 J.  ii.  8. 

iii.  2.  I P.  v.  4.  1 T.  vi.  14.  2 T.  iv.  1.8.  1 P.  i.  7.  13.  iv.  13.  (</)  2 Th.  i. 

7 — 10.  (c)  m.  xiii.  24 — 30.  36 — 43.  (/)  A.  i.  19 — 11,  Jb.xix.  23 — 27. 
R.  viii.  17 — 23.  2.  P.  iii.  15.  L.  ix.  26. 
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xxv.  31.  &c.  Teems  to  refer  to  a kind  of  univerfal  judgment, 
if  it  lhould  not  be  reflridled,  as  is  molt  probable , to  thofe 
who  have  vjfibly  profeffed  the  gofpel ; though  confiltently  vvitn 
what  has  been  advanced  before,  one  does  not  know  well 
what  to  make  of  it:  but  one  thing  appears  plain  enough, 
that  the  whole  defcription  is  figurative. 

he  hath  ordained;  whereof  he  hath  given  afiurance  to  all  men,  in 
that  he  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead  (g)>  We  fhall  all Jland  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift — So  then  every  one  of  us  fhall  give  account 
of  himfelf  to  God  (/->).  And  I faw  a great  white  throne,  and  him 
that  fat  on  it;  from  whofe  face  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fled  away, 
and  there  was  no  place  for  them.  And  I faw  the  dead>  Jmall  and 
great , ftand  before  God;  and  the  books  were  opened — and  the  dead 
were  judged  according  to  thofe  things  which  were  written  in  the 
books,  according  to  their  works.  And  the  fea  gave  up  the  dead 
which  were  in  it ; and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead,  which 
were  in  them;  and  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to  their 
works  (i). 

God  hath  appointed  a day,  wherein  he  will  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs  by  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom  all  power  and  judgment  is 
given  of  the  Father.  In  which  day  not  only  the  apoftate  angels 
fhall  be  judged,  but  likewife  all  perfons  that  have  lived  upon  the  earth 
fhall  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  Chrift,  to  give  an  account  of 
their  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  and  to  receive  according  to  what 
they  have  done  in  the  body,  whether  good  or  evil. — Then  fhall  the 
righteous  go  into  everlafting  life; — but  the  wicked  fhall  be  caft 
into  eternal  torments — (/*).  Chrift  fhall  come  again,  at  the  laft 
day,  in  great  power,  and  in  the  full  manifeftatiotf  of  his  own  glory, 
and  of  his  Father’s,  with  all  the  holy  angels,  with  a fliout,  with  the 
voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God,  to  judge  the 
world  in  righteoufnefs  (/).  Immediately  after  the  refurreftion  fhall 
follow  the  general  and  final  judgment  of  angels  and  men. — At  the 
day  of  judgment,  the  wicked  — upon  clear  evidence,  and  full  con- 
vi&ion  of  their  own  confidences,  fhall  have  the  fearful  fentence  of 
condemnation  pronounced  againft  them ; and  thereupon  fhall  be  caft 
out  from  the  favourable  prefence  of  God,  and  the  glorious  fellow- 
fhip  with  Chrift,  his  faints,  and  all  his  holy  angels,  into  hell,  to  be 
punifhed  with  unfpeakable  torments , both  of  foul  and  body , with  the 
devil  and  his  angels  for  ever  (m)> 

/ 

(g)  A.  xvii.  31.  (b)  R.  xiv.  10—12.  (i)  Rv.  xx.  in— 15.  (*)  Conf. 

xxxiii.  i,  2.  (/)  L,  C.  0^56.  (*»)  L.  C.  (^883  89*  See  on  preceding 

Article. 
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Of  the  abilities  of  masters  of  reason  to  reconcile 

CONTRADICTIONS. 

Article  LXIX.  M.  It  is  eafy  for  a matter  of  reafon, 
cfpecially  if  his  merit  is  fo  well  known  to  the  heads  of  an 
Univerfity , as  to  receive  the  highett  literary  honours  they 
can  confer,  to  reconcile  palpable  contradictions,  which  ne- 


Illustration.  M.  i{  His  behaviour  (that  of  our  Lord  un- 
der his  fuifcrings)  was  more  noble  and  per  fed  (than  that  of  other 
martyrs) — He  feels  a momentary  dejection , ir ref olution  and  horror— 
ion  find  him  funk,  difpirited , and  his  whole  frame  agitated 
with  fear  and  horror  (#). — Your  ownfins,  the  caufe  of  all  his 
(Christ's)  furrows — what  he  fuffered  for  fin , the  foie  caufe  of  all 
his  iorrows the  hfe  of  poverty  and  affhdion  which  led  to  it  (his 
death)  which  was  in  effect  the  principal  caufe  of  it  (b). — The  gof- 
pel  properly  taken  is  nothing  elfe  but  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people — The  blood  of  Chrifl  ratifies  the  threatenings  as  well  as  pro- 
mifes  of  the  gofpsl  (e). — That  fuch  calamities  awaited  him,  (Jefus) 
he  knew  from  the  frjl — fealed  it  with  his  blood,  being  long  and  fully 
apprifed  of  the  fad  catafrophe — -He  feemls  not  to  have  confdered  his 
excruciating  death  in  the  manner  it  happened,  as  previoufly  fixed  by 
an  abfolute  decree  (d). — Had  not  Jefus  fuffered  as  he  did,  he  could 
not  have  been  the  Meffiah  promifed  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael — fuch  a 
remedy  (the  death  of  Chrifl)  was  in  the  counfels  of  infnite  wifdom 
judged  necejfary  againfl  it  (fin). — Jefus  himfelf  fuppofes  that  his  be- 
ing faved  from  it  (death)  was  not  abfolutely  inconfjlent  with  the fal- 
vation  of  men — Who  will  fay,  he  would  thereby  (by  not  ffj'ering ) 
have  been  prevented  from  being  a Saviour ? — his  own  predictions, 
and  thofe  of  the  ancient  prophets  concerning  this  event  (his  death) 
might  be  conditional  (e). — The  only  inftances  in  which  good  men  can 
fierve  the  bad,  are  either  with  regard  to  temporal  things , or  with  re- 
gard to  fuch  fpiritual  benefits  as  tend  to  convert  and  reform  them— - 
The  benefits  accruing  to  dinners  from  the  righteous  are  both  tempo- 
ral and  eternal.  To  them  the  wicked  are  indebted  under  God — for 
their  converfon  and  falvation,  if  ever  they  be  happy  enough  to  ob- 
tain it  ( jf ). — When  dinners  remain  obilinate  and  incorrigible  in  their 
evil  ways,  they  cannot  be  benefted  by  any  interceffions  of  the  righte- 
ous in  their  behalf — why  indeed  fhould  any  one  pray  for  the  par- 
don of  fin,  perfiited  in  and  not  repented  of  ?-r-we  ought  not  to  de« 


Illus.  M.  (a)  P.  378—3;.  45.  ( b ) 426  452— 371.  (0  506— 363, 

See  alfo  456.  Art.  xxvi.  ( d ) 375,  376 — 22.  (0  385.  448—246.  243.  22, 

See  alfo  244.  (/)  267—274.  279. 
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ver  fail  to  fhock  a common  underftanding.  At  Icaft  Doc- 
tors of  Divinity  have  a privilege  which  common  fciib* 
biers  mull  not  pretend  to,  of  advancing  as  many  paradoxes 
as  they  pleafe ; though  it  were  for  no  other  end,  but  to  dii- 
play  the  keenefs  of  their  penetration,  or  the  extraordinary 
deeps  of  their  erudition,  and  to  excite  the  admiration,  or  ex- 
ercife  the  ingenuity  of  ordinary  people  into  whofe  hands 
their  learned  works  may  come.  1 

fpair  of  thofe  who  feem  to  he  the  moll  hardened;  nor  to  forbear 
praying  for  them , unlefs  forbidden  by  an  extraordinary  revelation  (g). 
—Shall  we  indeed  believe,  that  God  permitted  his  Son  to  undergo 
a painful  ignominious  death,  in  order  to  conquer  the  enmity  of  re- 
bellious creatures,  and  reduce  them  to  obedience;  and  yet  after 
they  are  reconciled  and  become  dutiful  fubjedls  at  all  this  cxpence, 
they  will  be  fujfercd  to  perifi,  notwithftanding  their  crucified  Savi- 
our hath  received  power  to  bellow  immortality  upon  them?  Sure 
that  would  be  highly  inconfjlent  and  ahfurd — it  (the  right eoufnefs  of 
Chrif)  can  fecure  the  liability  of  the  righteous,  only  on  condition  of 
their  continued  watchfulnefs  and fidelity.  By  apollacy  from,  or  fin- 

ning under  the  profeflion  of  it  (the  truth)  we  render  the  facrifice  of 
Chri/l  unprof  table  to  us  (h). — There  are  fufferings  which  are  no  pu- 
nijhment — there  may  be  fuffering  where  there  is  no  guilt , and  con- 
fequently  no  punijhment  is  intended — wherever  fin  remains  more  or 
lefs,  there  will  alfo  proportionally  remain  punijhment  and  mifery  (/).  * 

(g)  266 — 268.  ( h ) 32c — 282.  457.  See  alfo  Illuft.  of  Art.  XLVII.  and 
LV1I.  (/)  164.  447 — 232.  Thefe  are  but  a.feiv  of  many  contradictions  that 
might  have  been  produced,  and  obvious  to  every  attentive,  intelligent 
reader  of  the  EiTay.  The  DoSior  may  try  his  hand  on  them. 

* The  reader  will  find  fome  important  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel,  as  ©p- 
pofed  to  the  Socinian  Creed , which  has  been  here  exhibited,  well  illuflra- 
ted  and  defended  in  fome  late  publications.  But  as  the  Author  has  none 
of  them  in  pofleffion  at  prefent,  nor  has  feen  any  of  them  fince  they  were 
firft  handed  about,  he  cannot  be  particular:  only,  he  recollects,  being 
much  plealed  with  many  things  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moir's  book.  Dr.  Guyfe's 
Treadles  on  the  Person  of  Christ  and  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  juft  now 
reprinted  by  him,  will,  he  hopes,  give  much  fatisfadtion  on  thefe  funda- 
mental articles  to  all  the  friends  of  truth  in  this  country. 
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appendix, 


Relating  to  Dr,  McGill's  Explanation  and  Apology , 
with  the  Procedure  of  the  Synod  of  Glafgow  and 
Ayr  upon  it. 


ry^HROUGH  the  unforefeen  and  moft  unaccountably  flow  progrefs»of 
the  prefs,  the  preceding  DeteSlion  has  been  with-held  from  the  pu- 
blic fevcral  months  beyond  the  earneft  wilh  and  confident,  expectation  of 
the  author.  But  as  he  firmly  believes  that  ail  things  are  of  God,  fo  he  de- 
fires  to  adore  the  Divine  Providence,  whofe  difpenl'ations  are  all  right,  and 
whofe  time  for  every  purpofe  is  always  belt.  Though  the  affair  of  Dr. 
M'Gil ’/,  one  of  the  Gentlemen,  whofe  heretical  fyflem  of  religious  prin- 
ciples has  now  been  laid  open,  feems  to  be  finally  fettled  by  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Synod  of  Glafgonv  and  Ayr,  the  caufe  can  never  be  dead , 
while  the  books  publilhed  by  him  and  his  worthy  Colleague  are  in  cir- 
culation, and  while  there  are  any  well  difpofed  and  intelligent  perfons 
in  this  country  to  wonder  at,  to  mourn  over,  and  to  teftify  againft  the 
dilhonours  done  to  the  blefled  Jesus,  and  the  precious  truths  of  the  go- 
fpel  by  thefe  Doflors,  and  the  courts  with  which  they  are  connected. 
Indeed  Socinianifm  bids  fair  to  be  the  fafhionable  and  prevailing  fcheme 
of  dodtrine  in  the  eftablifhed  Church,  both  from  the  increaling  numbers, 
zeal,  and  boldnefs  of  its  friends  in  a public  charadter,  and  from  the  filli- 
nefs,  coolnefs,  or  treachery  of  itsprofefled  enemies:  and  the  publications 
of  that  way  already  made,  not  in  the  leaft  reprefTed,  but  exceedingly  en- 
couraged bv  the  late  tranfadtions  at  Ayr , how  horrible  and  peftilential 
foever,  are  likely  to  be  no  more  than  the  forerunners  of  an  innumerable 
fwarm,  yet  to  ilTue  from  the  fame  bottomlefs  pit.  The  preceding  Detcftion, 
therefore,  which  exhibits  that  fcheme  as  it  now  is,  and  always  muff  be 
in  fubflance,  whatever  new  hands  fhall  be  employed  to  enliven  and  adorn 
it,  cannot  be  reckoned  unfeafonable,  but.  with  other  productions  of  the 
fame  kind,  become  every  day  more  and  more  proper  and  neceffary.  Ee- 
fides, 

It  feems  to  have  been  one  part  of  the  defign  of  holy  Providence  in  re- 
tarding the  prefent  work,  to  give  the  author  a better  opportunity  than 
he  would  have  enjoyed  otherwife,  of  reviewing,  along  with  his  Creed , 
Dr.  M'- Gill's  Explanation  and  Apology  made  to  the  Synod;  and  now  in  every 
body’s  mouth,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  in  that  caufe, 
which  are,  and  cannot  mils  to  be,  an  objedt  of  the  fame  public  attention, 
admiration,  and  regret.  And  as  he  is  bound  to  follow  the  Lord  fully, 
wherever  he  is  pleafed  to  lead  him,  without  counting  upon  the  expence 
of  mifconftrudtion,  reproach  and  Hander,  or  any  other  hardfhip  he  mull 
encounter  in  the  way  of  his  duty,  he  fhall,  trufiing  to  divine  eondudt  and 
protection,  and  lure  of  the  approbation  of  all  of  every  denomination  who 
are  not  at  eafe  in  Zion,  chearfully  addrefs  himfelf  to  this  fervice.  If  his 
reflections,  or  any  of  them,  fhall,  upon  cool  and  impartial  examination, 
be  found  unjuft,  he  knows  they  are  entitled  to  no  quarter,  and  he  has  not 
the  prefumption  to  requeft  a better  reception  than  they  deferve. 

The  Dodtor’a  Explanation  and  Apology,  with  the  procedure  of  the  Synod 
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on  it,  as  evtra&cd  from  the  records,  by  the  Clerk,  and  publifhed  by  au- 
thority of  the  Synod,  is  precifely  as  follows  : 

“ I am  extremely  ferry  that  what  was  honeftly  intended  by  me  to  fer  e 
the  interefts  of  piety,  charity,  and  peace,  fliould  have  given  ground  of 
olFence  to  my  Chriftian  brethren. 

“ My  Effay  on  the  death  of  Jefus  Chrift  was  defigned  to  lie  wholly 
practical.  My  foie  objeeft  was  to  promote  practical  godlinefs,  founded  on 
the  faifts  and  circumftances  of  the  gofpel  hiftory ; and  upon  this  defign  / was 
fo  intent,  that  I may  in  fome  inftances  have  omitted  things  which  I hold 
to  be  true,  when  the  practical  ufeof  them  did  not  immediately  occur  to 
me  In  every  work  of  man,  more  efpecially  a work  of  fome  length  and 
variety,  it  is  not  to  be  expetfted  but  there  will  be  failures  and  blemifhes 
which  may  have  crept  into  it;  at  which,  however,  men  of  judgment  and 
candour  will  not  be  offended,  when  they  are  convinced  that  the  defign, 
upon  the  whole,  is  good. 

“ Thefe  things  being  premifed,  my  general  anfwer  to  the  firff  article 
in  the  report  is, 

‘k  i/?,  That  I have  explained  “ the  dodtrine  of  the  atonement  by  the 
fufFerings  and  death  of  Chrifl,”  if  not  with  all  the  advantage  that  might 
be  wifhed,  yet  in  the  way  that  appeared  to  me  moff  agreeable  to  the  plain 
and  undeniable  fadts  of  the  gofpel  record,  moff  inftrudtive  and  edifying 
in  its  tendency,  and  leaf!  liable  to  be  perverted  by  finners  into  a pretence 
for  continuing  in  their  fins;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  afFord  them  preffing 
motives  to  a fpeedy  repentance.  It  feems  likewife  calculated  to  comfort 
and  confirm  good  men,  and  animate  them  in  well  doing.  I have,  after 
the  Evangelifts,  given  a minute  detail  of  Chrift’s  fufFerings  for  our  fins, 
and  largely  infilled  on  the  merit  of  his  obedience  unto  death,  as  the  foun- 
dation of  all  our  hopes  of  pardon  and  falvation.  And  what  is  advanced  up- 
on this  head,  I hoped,  upon  the  whole,  would  have  been  thought  agreeable, 
not  only  to  the  word  of  God,  which  was  my  only  rule  in  compofing  it, 
but  likewife  to  the  ConfefFion  of  Faith,  which  always  reprefents  the  per- 
fedt  obedience  and  unfpotted  facrifice  of  Chrifl  as  that  which  avails 
with  God  in  behalf  of  penitent  Tinners.  Chap.  viii.  3,  4,  5.  Chap.  xi.  3. 
—To  the 

“ Article  of  the  repore,  I anfwer,  that  my  fubjedt  required  me  to 
confider  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  limply,  firfl,  in  his  fufFering  character,  as 
a man  of  furrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief;  and  then, in  reward  of  his 
obedience,  as  highly  exalted  with  God’s  right  hand,  and  made  Head  over- 
all things  to  the  Church.  If  any  word  hath  efcaped  me,  difparaging  to 
the  “ perfon  and  character”  of  our  Divine  Saviour,  it  was  certainly  far 
from  my  intention,  as  I always  fludied  to  fpeak  of  him  in  feripture  lan- 
guage, or  in  language  which  I took  to  be  of  like  import  with  that  of  ferip- 
ture.— To  the 

“ $d  Article,  my  anfwer  is,  that  though  I have  hinted  fome  reafons,why 
feme  of  the  expreftions  relating  to  Chrift’s  priefthood  are  not  to  be  un- 
derftood  literally,  but  in  a figurative  fenfe,  and  in  allufion  to  the  high 
pried  under  the  law;  yet  I never  meant  to  fay  that  the  dodtrine  ol 
Chrift’s  priefthood  and  intercefFion  was  figurative;  but  do  maintain  that 
it  is  real,  important,  and  highly  necellary,  both  to  our  prefent  comfort, 
and  our  eternal  falvation.  For  thereby  we  are  alFured  of  the  pardon  of 
iiu,  when  we  fincercly  repent  of  it,  and  may  depend  on  receiving,  in  au- 
fwer  to  our  prayers,  all  needful  aid  and  fuccour  lrom  above,  under  our 
infirmities;  we  have  freedom  of  accefs  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  arc 
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encouraged  to  ferve  Cod  with  the  fpirit  of  love,  and  jov  and  hope.  And 
all  thcle  and  other  benefits  which  we  enjoy, or  hope  for  through  Chrift, 
are  founded  on  the  willing  and  acceptable  facrifice.  and  oblation  which 
he  made  of  himfelf  on  the  crofs.  The  whole  of  this,  as  far  as  I under- 
hand,  is  agreeable  to  Holy  Scripture,  and  alfo  to  our  other  ftandards. 

“ 4 //j/v,  As  to  the  fourth  article,  the  method  of  reconciling  linners  to 
God  bv  repentance,”  I only  meant,  by  what  1 faid  on  that  article,  that 
though  our  reconciliation  to  God  is  iolely  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  it  is 
never  effected  without  the  finner  being  brought  to  repentance.  As  T 
know  no  other  name  under  heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we  mu  ft 
be  faved,  but  that  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  I know  no  method  of  falvation  but 
what  he  has  pointed  out  in  his  Gofpel;  and  that,  1 conceive,  is  the  me- 
thod of  faith  and  repentance.  “ This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  him  whom  he  hath  fent:  and  except  ye  repent,  ye  iliall  all  likewife 
perifh.” 

“ So  fpeaks  the  Saviour  of  the  world;  and  does  not  our  Confeftioti 
fay,  “ Repentance  is  of  fuch  neceility  to  finntrs,  that  none  may  expedt 
pardon  without  it?”  Chap.  xv.  3. 

“ $tbly,  Now  for  the  laft  article  in  the  report,  “ concerning  fubferip- 
tion.”  I have  indeed  given  my  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
practice  of  it  were  laid  afide,  as  it  was  certainly  for  fome  centuries  un- 
known in  the  Chriftian  church,  and  was  not  even  praeftifed  in  our  own 
church  for  many  years  after  t lie  Confelfion  of  Faith  was  adopted.  But 
that  is  a political  queftion,  like  patronage  and-many  others,  where,  I ap- 
prehend, a man  may  lawfully  propofe  his  opinion,  with  the  reafqns  of 
it,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  as  to  what  he  thinks  may  be  for  the 
good  of  religion  and  of  fociety,  without  being  liable  to  any  cenfure  on. 
that  account.  Upon  the  whole,  I affert,  as  I have  formerly  done  more 
than  once,  that  far  from  being  inimical  in  any  refpect,  I am  a zealous, 
though  weak  friend  to  the  conftitution  and  authority  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  in  dotftrine,  difcipline,  and  worfhip,  and  do  cordially  condemn 
whatever  appears  inconfiftent  therewith. 

“ And  confidering  that  every  A'linifter  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  is 
bound,  by  very  folemn  engagements,  to  adhere  to  her  ftandards,  and  that 
thefe  ftandards  are  the  only  authoritative  interpreters  of  the  facred 
Scriptures  among  us,  I hereby  again  declare,  that  I am  ferry  that  my 
publications  fhould  have  given  offence  to  any  of  my  brethren,  or  to  the 
world.  And  now,  upon  further  reflection,  I am  fenlible  that  there  are 
ideas  contained  in  thefe  publications  which  may  appear  improper,  and 
modes  of  expreifton  ambiguous  and  unguarded,  particularly  refpecting 
the  original  and  eflential  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God;  the  doctrine  of  a- 
tonement  by  his  fufterings  and  death;  the  priefthood  and  interceifion  of 
Chrift;  the  method  of  reconciling  finners  to  God;  and  fubfeription  to 
the  Confelfion  of  Faith;  all  which  ideas  I hereby  difclaim,  and  for  all 
fuch  expreffions  I am  heartily  forry,  and  hereby  declare  my  belief  of 
thefe  great  articles,  as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  ftandards  of  this  church. 
I therefore  entreat  the  reverend  Synod  to  receive  this  my  apology,  which 
I leave  with  them  and  fubmit  it  to  their  determination  to  publifh  thefe 
my  explanations  and  apology  to  the  world,  if  they  fliall  think  it  neccf- 
fary. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  MCGILL. 

“ The  Synod  having  read  and  confidered  the  above  explanations  and 
apology,  did,  without  a vote,  approve  of  them,  and  receive  the  fame  as 
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fa#isfa#ory;  ordered  them  to  be  published  by  their  Clerk,  and  alon* 
with  them  the  Se#ipn  of  the  Confeffum  of  Faith  refpecting  the  original 
and  elfential  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  alfo  that  SeClion  of  the  Con- 
fcllion  which  refpeCts  the  atonement. 

“ Upon  which  Dr.  M‘Gill  declared  his  acquicfeence  in  faid  fentence, 
and  took  inftruments  in  the  Clerk’s  hands.  The  Synod,  impreffed  with 
a deep  fenfe  of  that  harmony  and  concord  with  which  this  matter  has 
been  fettled,  and  convinced  that  what  they  have  done  will,  under  the 
bleiTmg  of  God;  tend  to  promote  peace  and  truth  in  this  church,  thought 
proper  to  appoint,  and  did  appoint  a reverend  member  to  give  thanks 
unto  God  for  the  countenance  and  direction  he  had  been  pleafed  to  give 
them  in  this  matter. — The  Synod  concluded  with  Prayer. 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Glafgow  and  Ayr,  by 

ROBt.  CLASON,  Syn.  Cuk.” 

The  firftobje#  ftriking  the  mind  on  the  perufal  of  this  extra#  is,  what 
feme  are  pleafed  to  call  the  Doctor’s  recantation , on  which  they  congra- 
tulate the  high  formidable  powers  of  the  Church,  and  the  correfpondent 
zeal  and  fortitude  of  the  aCting  Clergy.  It  muft  be  owned  the  Dodtor’s 
paper  bears  a fiew  of  fomething  like  recantation  to  fuperficial  readers, 
and  as  even  that  fhenv  is  more  than  was  expedted  from  his  boafted  inte- 
grity and  heroifm,  it  is  differently  accounted  for.  Some  allege  that  his 
friends  in  the  Church,  though  fufficiently  attached  to  his  caufe  as  their 
own,  and  making  daily  acquifitions  to  their  number  and  ftrength,  feeling 
themfelves  as  yet  unable  to  carry  him  off  in  triumph,  advifed  the  mea- 
fure ; the  rather  conlidering  the  probable  complexion  of  many  in  the  en- 
fuing  General  AJfcmbly  ; efpecially  the  conflicts  they  would  be  obliged  to 
fuftain  with  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  long  robe.  Others,  that  his  partizans 
in  the  town  of  Ayr  and  its  vicinity,  having  tried  their  ftrength,  found 
any  funds  they  could  provide  in  a feparate  independent  Socinian  fyna- 
gogue,  inadequate  to  his  fupport. 

Both  thefe  may  be  true.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Socinian  members  of  the 
church,  notwithftanding  their  growing  numbers,  are  Bill  the  minority  ; 
who  therefore,  without  the  abidance  of  their  Arminian  brethren  could 
not  have  done  all  in  his  favour  that  his  lingular  merit  demanded  : and 
though  thefe  In fb  could  never  have  concurred  in  the  condemnation  of 
his  book  as  it  hands,  nor  even  in  fome  of  the  articles  dated  by  the  Com- 
mittee; it  is  queftionable,  whether  they  would  have  confentcd  to  difmils 
him,  when  fairly  brought  into  judgment,  with  impunity  and  applaufe; 
fome  aCting  from  principle,  and  fome  from  a fpirit'of  party.  fSor  is  Lt 
any  wonder  the  Lawyers  were  dreaded.  M^ny  of  them  can  fpeak  well, 
and  all  of  them  are  accuftomed  to  fpeak  bold  truths.  If  we  may  judge 
by  their  freedoms  at  the  preceding  Affembly , they  would  not  have  fpared 
in  the  progrefs  of  that  caufe,  fome  under  a full  perfuafion  of  the  truth 
and  vaft  importance  of  the  articles  of  our  faith  denied  and  impugned  by 
the  DoCtor,  a deep  conviction  of  the  great  and  manifold  danger,  or  ra- 
ther of  the  utter  ruin  of  the  conftitution,  if  fuch  proceedings  fhould  be 
tolerated,  and  a juft  deteftation  of  the  dilingenuity  and  bafenefs  of  cler- 
gymen, who  exert  themfelves  for  the  fubverfion  of  that  very  religion 
which  they  have  fworn,  fubferibed,  and  are  paid  to  teach  and  defend  : 
others  from  the  contempt  with  which  they  affeCt  to  treat  the  whole  or- 
der, and  a diftinguiftied  malevolence  of  mind  prompting  them  to  feizc 
every  opportunity  of  mortifying  and  expoling  them.  Befides,  though 
Sochians  are  miferable  Divines,  fome  of  them  are,  next  to  the  houfe  of 
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LtyaLi,  excellent  politicians.  Such  mu  ft  be  fenfible  that,  ftupid  and  igno' 
rant  as  the  generation  is  become  in  all  matters  of  religion,  things  are  not 
fully  matured  for  an  open  judicial  acquittal  of  one  convicted  of  holding 
their  faith,  that  iu ppo ling  the  civil  government,  the  fvvorn  guardian  of 
the  conftitution  of  the  church,  fhould  be  filent,  the  people  might  be 
thrown  into  fuch  tumults,  as  their  united  influence  and  addrefs  would 
not  be  able  to  quell.  And  of  whom  fhould  the  Doctor  take  advice,  it 
not  of  thofe  fo  well  qualified  to  give  it,  and  who,  above  all,  deferved  his 
confidence? 

Nor  is  the  other  improbable.  For  how  fine  a fpeculation  foever  Socini - 
cnifm  may  be,  after  all  the  profufion  of  eloquence  which  its  advocates 
have  employed  to  deferibe  and  eftablifh  its  energies,  it  never  yet  had  in 
experience,  and  never  can  have,  much  power  for  opening  the  heart  in 
matters  of  religion  and  morality.  Nay,  i'eldom  has  it  been  able  to  luf- 
tain  any  confiderable  hardlbip,  or  even  to  unftring  the  purle  with  tole- 
rable readinefs  and  liberality,  for  its  own  propagation.  Of  all  the  Arian 
and  Socinian  focietics  in  England , it  is  doubtful,  whether  any  one  of  them 
has  been  immediately  gathered  from  the  national  church  provided  for 
by  law,  and  formed  of  a people  voluntarily  fubjedting  themfelves  to  the 
expences  of  a feparate  ftate.  It  is  certain  that  mod,  if  not  all  of  them, 
are  compofed  of  perfons  who  were  born  and  educated  in  that  connexion, 
or  of  the  defeendents  of  DiJTenters  of  a better  defeription,  who  for  ages 
have  been  accuftomed  to  fuch  burdens.  It  fhould  feem  there  is  but  one, 
or  two,  of  thefe  focieties  in  Scotland , and  thefe  take  care  not  to  overftretch 
themfelves  for  the  intereft  of  their  teachers.  Shall  we  marvel,  then,  that 
thofe  of  the  fame  principles  about  Ayr  are  fall:  handed,  or  that  the  Do£ior> 
though  full  of  zeal  and  a mirror  of  difintereftednefs,  fhould  not  throw 
himfelf  on  their  mercy,  fince,  good  man  as  he  is,  he  cannot,  like  the  Ca- 
meleont  live  upon  air? 

But  whatever  be  the  Jhoiv,  where  is  the  truth  of  his  recantation?  Can. 
the  Synod,  or  any  man  living,  point  us  to  it?  It  is  indeed  talked,  as  if  his 
friends  were  difappointed,  and  angry  at  his  fubmiflion.  But  if  any  of 
them  have  dropt  exprellions  of  that  import,  it  can  be  only  to  foment  the 
vain  and  abfurd  credulity  of  fome  on  the  other  fide,  in  order  that  they 
may  laugh  at  it ; or  becaufe,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  bowed  fomewhat  lower 
than  he  needed.  Molt  probably,  the  ftory  is  invented  and  propagated 
by  thofe  that  would  be  thought  the  friends  of  the  conftitution,  that  thofe 
who  complain,  or  are  fufpecled  of  murmuring  at  their  conduct,  may,  in 
defpite  of  common  fenfe,  be  wheedled  into  a conceit,  that  their  mighty 
node,  exertions  and  atchievements,  are  more  than  much  ado  about  no- 
thing. For, 

Has  he  really  retrained  any  one  dodtrine  advanced  in  his  Ejjay,  or  mo- 
dified it,  as  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  ftandards  of  the  church? 
Has  he  coniented  to  expunge  a Jingle  fentence,  or  even  to  correct  its  lan- 
guage. What  is  :t,  and  where?  It  is  true,  he  fpeaks  of  “the  orginal  and  effen- 
tial  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God,  th  do&rine  of  atonement  by  his  fufFer- 
ings  and  death,  the  priefthood  and  interceffion  of  Chrift,  and  the  method 
of  reconciling  finners  to  God,”  as  if,  in  what  he  has  taught  on  thefe  /ob- 
jects, there  “were  fome  ideas  that  may  appear  improper,  and  modes  of  ex- 
preflion  ambiguous  and  unguarded.”  But  ftill  where  is  the  fentiment  for- 
merly held,  or  the  mode  ol  expreflion  once  ufed,  which  he  renounces? 

I he  whole  world  cannot  find  it.  Strange  recantation,  of  a fpeecii  or 
writing,  in  which  not  a Jingle  idea  or  expreilion  is  abandoned  or  correc- 
ted' Indeed,  whatever  others,  in  their  ignorance  cr  hafte,  jnay  fuppofe, 
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both  the  Synod  and  the  Doctor  have  more  fenfe,  than  to  call  the  paper 
given  in  by  him,  and  received  as  fatisfadtory  by  them,  a recantation  or  re 
trail  ion.  they  agree  tnat  it  is  an  explanation  and  apology.  How  iar  it 
is  an  explanation  may  be  fubmitted.  For  if  any  perfon  lhall  imagine,  on 
the  molt  attentive  and  accurate  perufal,  that  he  has  acquired  clearer 
views  of  the  Doctor’s  fentiments,  either  on  the  fide  of  truth  or  error, 
he  is  a prodigy  ol  penetration.  But  an  apology  it  certainly  is;  that  is, 
the  reverje  of  a recantation  and  retraction,  a defence  or  juftifving anfwcr, 
as  that  ol  Tertullian  or  'Jujlin  Martyr,  for  Chriftianitv  to  the  heathen;  or 
a fatisfving  excufe,  an  excufe  [hewing  the  propriety  of  what  he  has 
done.  Let  us  review  the  thing  itself,  if  the  reader  pkafes,  in  general  and 
particular. 

His  book  was  choncfl!y  intended  by  him  to  ferve  the  interfls  of  piety, 
charity  and  peace.’  But,  whatever  were  his  pious  and  benevolent  inten- 
tions, is  lie  now  fenlible  of  diflervice  done  to  any  of  thefe  valuable  ob- 
jects by  his  heretical  opinions,  or  even  inadvertent  miftakes?  So  far  from 
it,  that  he  will  not  only  have  credit  for  his  good  intentions,  but  plain- 
ly intimates  his  perlualion,  that  fuch  ‘ failures  and  blemiflies  only 
have  crept  into  his  work,  as  may  be  expelled  in  every  work  of  man; 
more  especially,  if  it  is  of  fome  length  and  variety : confequently,  fuch 
as  men  ol  judgment  and  candour  will  not  be  offended  at,  when  they  are 
convinced  that  thedeftgn,  upon  the  whole  is  good.’ And  does  not  this  lliow 
the  nature  and  extent  ofhis  ‘forrow,  that  he  fhou  Id  have  given  ground  of 
offence  to  his  Chriftian 'Brethren?’  Sorrow,  not  that  there  are  in  his  Ef- 
fay  fuch  principles  and  doctrine  as  in  themfelves  give  juft  ground  of  of- 
fence, but  only  fuch  as  have  ignorantly  or  malicioufly  been  made  occa- 
fions  of  [tumbling;  i.  c.  forrow,  that  any  of  his  brethren  fliould  be  fo 
lliamefully  deficient  in  judgment  and  candour. 

What  he  has  taught  is  ‘founded  on  the  fadts  and  circumltances  of  the 
golpel  hi  dory,  with  a foie  view  to  promote  practical  godlinefs;’  and  there- 
fore it  ought  to  hand  above  cenfure,,  Indeed  f he  may  have  omitted  things 
which  he  holds  to  be  true.’  But  does  he  acknoAvledge  he  has  reallv  done 

t o ^ ^ 

fo;  when 'he  has  omitted  every  one  of  the5  peculiar  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel, 
as  under  flood,  bv  the  churches  of  Chrih;  nor  this  only,  but  endeavoured 
artfully  to  fubvert  them,  and  to  eftablifh  Socintan  herefy  and  blafphemy 
in  their  place?  No;  only  he  may  have  done  it.  Such  a thing  is  pojftble ; 
though  he  is  not  fepfible  of  it,  nor  can  pofitivelv  admit  its  probability. 
Suppofmg  it  were  fo,  he  has  a twofold  defence  rendering  the  omifiion 
pcrfcdllv  cxcufaldej  his  uncommon  ‘ intenfenefs  upon  the  great  defign.’ 
And  to  be  fure  the  mind  may  be  fo  intent  in  the  profecution  of  an  impor- 
tant purpofe,  as  innocently  to  negledt  matters  of  an  inferior  confidera- 
tion.  Why  fliould  any  man  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  infill:  t’neDodlor’s  mind 
ought  to  be  dillinguifhed  by  a peculiar  conflrudlion?  Belides,  ‘ the  prac- 
tical ufe  of  thefe  tilings  did  not  immediately  occur  to  him.’  And  where 
is  the  crime  of  not  dragging  polemical  divinity,  or  even  doctrinal  fub- 
jects,  of  which  he  could  make  no  ufe,  into  a practical  EJfay ? or,  though 
thev  had  been  fufceptible  of  fuch  improvement,  who  can  blame  him,  be- 
cause it  did  not  readily  and  forcibly  occur?  Who  is  he  that  has  the  full 
command  of  ideas  on  any  fubjedt? 

His  anfwcrs  to  the  feveral  articles  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  are 
quite  conformable  to  the  preamble,  altogether  defenjive. 

As  to  the JirJi;  He  will  not  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  affirm,  that  he 
has  ‘explained  the  dodlrineof  the  atonement,  by  the  fufferings  and  death 
of  Chrik,  with  all  the  advantage  that  might  be  widied;’  and  yet  he  is 
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not  Cure  but  be  has,  at  lead  he  is  not  convinced  of  any  deficiency,  as  his 
conditional  particle  //fignities.  He  has,  however,  explained  it  ‘ in  the 
way  that  appeared  to  him  moft  agreeable  to  the  plain  and  undeniable 
facts  of  tlu  gofpel  record,’  See.  And  lie  has  precifely  the  fame  views  of 
his  explication  (till,  though  he  has  induftrioufly  exploded  the  vicarious >pe- 
nr.iy  cXj  ; ator\yfati  faBory,  meritorious , and  efficacious  nature  of  thcle  i uilcr- 
ings  (a).  ‘ He  has, ai ter  the Evahgelifts,  given  a minute  detail  of  Chrift’s 

fuiierings  for  our  fins:’  And  yet  he  contends  there  ivas  no  tranllation 
of  the  (in.,  of  men  to  Jcfus  Chrift,  nor  any  refpedt  whatever  had  to  guilt 
in  his  luifcrings;  but  only,  that  he  fullered  by  occafton  of  fin,  or  if  on  ac- 
count o 1 it,  only  as  oppoling  himlelftothe  iniquities  of  men,  to  (top  their 
progrefs  if>).  ‘ He  has  largely  infilled  on  the  merit  of  his  obedience  un- 

to death,  as  the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes  of  pardon  and  falvation:’ 
and  yet  he  holds  that  his  death  has  no  merit  in  it  at  all,  nor  makes  any 
part  of  his  righteoufnefs,  that  the  merit  of  this  laft  is  of  the  lame  kind 
with  that  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  ordinary  men,  is  no  equivalent  for  the 
favours  conferred,  and  at  heft  procures  but  a conditional  falvation,  which 
may  be,  and  in  innumerable  inflances  is,  never  applied  (c).  ‘ He  hoped 

that  what  is  advanced  upon  this  head,  would,  upon  the  whole,  have  been 
thought  agreeable,  not  only  to  the  word  of  God, — but  likewil’e  to  the 
Confeffion  of  Faith:’  He  hopes  fo  ftill,  and  if, it  be  otherwise,  he  cannot 
account  for  it;  and  as  a proof  how  innocent  he  conliders  himfelf,  he  re- 
fers to  Conf.  viii.  3,  4,  5.  xi.  3.  though  he  well  knows  the  Confeffion 
teaches,  in  feeftion  4.  of  chap.  viii.  that  “ the  Lord  Jcfus — endured  moft 
grievous  torments  immediately  in  his  foul;”  which,  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner, he  denies  (d):  that  the  fifth  feHion  teaches,  that  “ the  Lordjel’us, 
by  his  obedience  and  facrifice  of  himfelf — hath  fully  fatisfied  the  juftice 
of  his  Father,  and  purchafed  not  only  reconciliation,  but  an  everlafting 
inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven;”  as  is  more  particularly  and  ful- 
ly exprefled,  chap.  xi.  3.  And  yet  he  conftantly  denies  any  p roper  fat  is* 
fadlion  in  the  cafe,  and  any  proper  price  of  redemption  (<?);  nay,  any  fuch 
thing  as  punitive  juftice  in  God  (_/). 

To  the  fecond  Article  his  anfwer  is  of  the  fame  jujlifying  kind.  ‘ His 
fubjeH:  required  him  to  confider  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift’  as  lie  has  done. 
Tie  is  not  fenfible  of  ‘ any  word  efcaping  him,  difparaging  to  the  perfon 
and  character  of  our  Divine  Saviour.’  But  1 if  it  has,’  and  doubtlefs  the 
thing  is  poffible,  though  neither  evident  nor  probable,  ‘ it  was  certainly 
far  from  his  intention,  as  he  always  ftudied  to  fpeak  of  him  in  feripture 
language,  or  in  language  which  he  took  to  be  of  like  import  with  that  of 
feripture.’  And  yet  all  the  Divinity  he  allows  him  is  godlike  powers  and  ho-, 
/tours.  Or  a fid /up's  of  celejlial  endowments  and  privileges  (o-).  tie  confiders  his 
Sonjkip  as  equivalent  to  his  Mcffiahjhip , and  of  the  fame  general  order  as 
the  lonfhip  of  others  (A);  denies  him  divine  perfections,  particularly  divine 
knowledge  {i)  ; excludes  him  from  the  creation  of  the  natural  world  (k)  ; 
makes  him  a mere  man  and  a perfon  of  our  own  order  (/);  nay,  a weak  and 
imp  erf cB  man  (//?);  regards  his  humiliation  as  no  more  than  laying  afide  the 
cxcrcife  of  extraordinary  endowments  and  claims  of  pre-eminence , about  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  fubmitting  to  be  crucified («);  maintains,  that  di- 

0 2 ) See  the  Articles  of  this  work,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43.  4J.* 
47.  ( b ) Art.  39,  comp,  with  thofe  now  mentioned,  (r)  Art.  45.  41.  46. 

47.  54.  (d)  Art.  37,  38.  (<?)  Art.  39,  40,  41.  (/)  Art.  ( A Art.  7, 

(h)  Art.  9.  (»;  Art,  10,11.  (i)  Art.  13.  (/)  Art.  15/  '*)  Art.  |6. 

(«)  Art.  17. 
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vine  vrbrjbip  paid  to  him  is  folely  founded  in  ill’s  exaltation  as  Man  fa);  that 
the  defxgn  of  appointing  him  a Redeemer , was  only  to  reduce  the  penalty 
of  the  law  to  temporal  death,  and  enable  men  to  fave  themfelves(A);  that 
hig  higheft  char  abler  on  earth  was  that  of  great  Prophet  (c);  and  fo  that  he 
had  no  P riejlhood  (</),  no  Kingly  office,  poiver,  and  authority  (e);  but  was  only 
lent  to  preach  the  gofpel,  confirm  his  dodtrine  by  miracles,  fet  a virtuous 
example,  and  promote  the  falvation  of  penitent  finners  the  belt  way  he 
could,  at  the  expence  of  whatever  fufferings  might  befal  him  in  the  courfe 
of  his  duty  (fi ). 

Such,  too,  is  his  anfwer  to  the  third  Article.  For,  ‘ though  he  hinted 
fome  reafons,  why  fome  of  the  expreffions  relating  to  Chrift’s  Priefthood 
are  not  to  be  underftood  literally,  but  in  a figurative  fenfe,  the  whole  of 
what  he  has  taught,  as  far  as  he  underftands,  is  agreeable  to  holy  ferip- 
tures,  and  alfo  to  our  other  ftandards.’  And  yet  he  maintains,  that  Jefus, 
while  on  earth,  was  only  an  interceding,  not  an  atoning  Pried,  that  his 
fufferings,  fo  far  from  being  perfectly  expiatory,  were  only  the  means  of 
preparing  him  to  make  atonement  in  heaven;  nay,  that  he  was  not  fo  much  as 
properly  confecrated  in  that  office,  till  thefe  were  finifhed^);  and,  there- 
fore that  his  facrifice  was  in  no  fenfe  propitiatory , but  only  a facrifice  for 
the  truth,  or  a confirmation  of  his  dodfrine(£).  He  holds,  that  his  inter- 
ceffion  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  other  good  men(i);  that  it  belongs 
as  much  or  more  to  his  kingly  as  to  his priejlly  office;  and  that  while  it  ex- 
tends to  the  whole  human  race,  indefinitely  and  without  exception,  it  is 
not  effectual  for  obtaining  any  07ie  fpiritual  bleffing,  properly  fuch,  nei- 
ther pardon  nor  repentance,  but  only  of  avail  to  procure  refpite  for 
finners,  and  the  means  of  repentance;  confequently,  that  it  cannot  pro- 
fit thofe  who  (fill  remain  impenitent  (i). 

The  twofold  ftroke  of  innocent  policy  in  this  anfwer,  too,  is  very  re- 
markable. ‘ He  only  hinted  fome  reafons,  &c.’  and  yet  he  will  not  ad- 
mit fo  much  as  one  of  thefe  expreffions  to  be  underftood  in  a proper 
fenfe;  for  enumerating  all  the  kinds  of  facrifices  under  the  law,  by 
which  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  is  reprefented  in  the  New  Teftament,  he 
finds  it  was  none  of  them  in  any  proper  fenfe ; but  only  had  fome- 
thing  refembling  them  all  (/).  * He  never  meant  to  fay,  that  the  dodtrine 

of  Chrift’s  priefthood  and  interceffion  was  figurative.’  No,  indeed;  ‘ he 
maintains,  that  it  is  real,  important,  and  highly  neceffary.’  And  what 
dunces  are  they  who  could  fuppofe  he  meant  otherwife ! It  is  certainly 
his  opinion,  boldly  afferted,  and  with  wonderful  force  of  argument  con- 
firmed, that  our  Saviour’s  facrifice  and  atonement  was  altogether  metapho- 
rical or  figurative , as  much  fo  as  any  thing  of  the  kind  can  be;  but  how 
ftupid  was  it  to  conclude,  he  therefore  held  the  doctrine  of  his  prieft- 
hood and  interceffion  to  b t figurative?  Is  there  no  difference  between  a 
metaphorical  priefihood  and  facrifice , and  a metaphorical  DOCTRINE  concerning 
them?  Poor  Dodtor!  what  ignorance  or  malevolence  in  thine  accufers 
was  this?  For  had  he  meant  fuch  a thing,  to  be  fure,he  would  have  been 
fitter  for  Bedlam,  than  to  be  licigioufiy  profecuted  before  Church  Courts. 

He  ftands  equally  unimpeachable  on  ‘ the  fiourth  article,  the  method  of 
reconciling  finners  to  God  by  repentance;  as  he  only  meant,  by  what  he 
faid  on  that  article,  that  though  our  reconciliation  is  folely  by  the  death 
of  Chrift,  it  is  never  e fiddled  without  the  firmer  be  brought  to  repen- 

(a)  Art.  i8.  (b)  Art.  29.  (c)  Art.  30  ( d ) Art.  31.  (e)  Art.  3:. 

(/)  Art-  33.  (g)  Art.  31.  (h)  Art.  40.  (i)  Art.  45.  (k)  Art.  4$ 

(/)  Art.  40.  See  alfo  Art.  29,  30,  31,  32.  39— 48,  inclufive. 
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tancc.’  And  yet  he  has  taught,  that  God  was  willing,  from  the  begin- 
ning, to  allow  the  benefit  of  repentance , i.e.  pardon  on  this  ground,  in  cafe  of 
•wilful  fms, and  accept  of  repentance  and  iincere  obedience, inflead  of  dnlefs 
perfection  (a);  that  the  covenant  of  grace  is  a promife  of  pardon  on  repen- 
tance (£);  and  that  nothing  ever  flood  between  God  and  man,  but  fin  wire - 
pented  o/",  and  that,  upon  repentance  and  amendment,  he  has  often  received 
finners  into  favour,  as  the  effeCt  of  mere  goodnefs  and  uncovenanted  mercy  (c) ; 
that  the  death  of  Chrift  made  no  fort  of  reconciliation  for  fin, in  the  way 
of  expiating  its  guilt,  or  making  fatisfattion  for  it  as  an  ofFence  (d')\  that  as 
to  REPENTANCE,  it  paefes  divine  jufice , appeafes  a guilty  confcience,  is  the 
haven  of  our  ref , the  only  radical  cure  of  our  mifery,  and  our  very  falva- 
tion {e).  It  mud  be  owned  thefe  things  feem  to  import  more  than  lie  has 
dated  as  the  meaning  of  them;  but  is  it  not  fair  he  fliould  give  his  own 
fenfe;  and  that  is  now  what  it  was  before,  viz.  whatever  is  meant  by  the 
name  of  Jefus,  and  falvation  by  his  name,  the  only  method  of  falvation, 
known  to  the  Doctor,  is  that  of  faith  and  repentance.  For  if  we  cannot  be 
faved  without  them,  doubtlefs  they  muff  be  the  appointed  mean  of  re- 
conciliation with  God,  or  a plenary  fatisfaCtion  for  our  crimes,  and  the 
price  of  eternal  life.  Any  didinCtion  here,  is  a trifling  metaphyfical 
fubtlety.  And  fo  far  is  the  Confeflion  from  remonflrating  againft  this 
doCtrine,  that  it  is  in  unifon  with  the  Saviour  of  the  world  upon  the 
point,  as  the  quotation  made  by  the  DoCtor  lhews.  Indeed  it  teaches, 
in  that  very  feCtion,  that  “ repentance  is  not  to  be  refted  on,  as  any  fatis- 
fablion  for  fin,  or  any  cause  of  the  pardon  thereof,  which  is  an  aCt  of 
God’s  free  grace  in  Christ,”  as  it  elfewhere  dogmatifes  in  the  droimeft 
manner,  about  Jefus  fatisfying  the  juftice  of  his  Father,  and  purebafng  re- 
conciliation by  his  perfeCt  obedience  and  facrifice  of  himfelf  (f).  But° the 
honed  Gentleman  was  not  obliged  to  fee  thefe  words,  at  lead  not  to  be- 
lieve and  quote  them,  as  making  nothing  at  all  to  his  purpofe,  or  that 
of  his  accufers. 

‘ Now  for  the  lad  article,  concerning  fubfeription.’  He  indeed  treats 
that  matter,  in  the  appendix  to  his  Revolution  Sermon,  with  very  little 
ceremony.  He  confiders  all  Creeds  and  Confedions  as  the  vain  impotent 
attempts  of  human  ignorance  and  pride,  to  exprefs  the  articles  of  our 
faith  better  than  the  Holy  Ghod  has  done,  and  the  demand  of  fubferip- 
tion to  them,  as  a mod  tyrannical  impodtion  on  confcience.  For  his 
own  part  he  believes  the  doClrines  of  the  Wfminfer  Confedion,  info  far  on- 
ly as  he  finds  them  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  cannot  help  laughing 
at  more  perfected  believers  (g).  But  in  all  this  ‘ he  has  only  propofed 
his  opinion  with  the  reafons  of  it,  which  a man  may  lawfullv  do,  as  to 
what  he  thinks  may  be  for  the  good  of  religion  and  fociety,  without  be- 
ing liable  to  any  cenlure  on  that  account.’  It  is  drange,  if  in  an  en- 
lightened age  and  a free  country,  fuch  as  ours,  a man,  how  wife  and  be- 
nevolent foever,  cannot  be  differed  to  date  his  opinion  on  “ a political 
quefion for  fuch  is  that  of  fubfeription.  Common  people,  it  is  true,  are 
ready  to  regard  it  as  fomewhat  more,  even  a quedion  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality, whether  a man  may  folemnly  declare  and  fubferibe  his  fncere  be- 
lief oi  a fet  of  religious  articles  prefented  to  him,  and  vow  his  adherence 
to  them,  his  m lintai nance  and  defence  of  them, — in  the  way  of  renoun- 
cing and  abjuring  all  tenets  and  opinions  contrary  to,  and  inconfident 


(a)  Art.  l9  21  Jb)  Art.  2,6.  (,)  Art.  56.  (J)  Art.  39— 43,inclufive 

(e)  Art.  60.  (/)  Chap.  vin.  5.  xi.  1,  2,  3.  (g)  Art.  63, 
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with  thefe  articles, — while  he  really  does  not  believe  the  greater  part, 
perhaps  not  one  of  them,  as  they  hand  in  the  Creed  or  Confellion,  but 
finds  himfelf  obliged  to  fubvert  and  impugn  them  by  all  wavs  in  his 
power?  or  whether,  when  a public  teacher  has  revolted  from  the  faith 
of  the  focietv,  profeffed  and  fworn  as  above,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his 
hated  adminiffrations,  or  in  a publication  made  to  the  world,  or  both, 
employs  all  his  abilities  to  deftroy  that  faith,  and  to  eflablifh  quite  the 
reverfe,  he  is  guilty  of  no  crime,  is  entitled  to  mmifterial  and  Chriflian 
communion  in  that  l’ociety,  and  to  all  the  emoluments  of  office  ? But 
tammon  people  fee  in  one  light,  and  learned,  men  in  another.  The  Doctor 
IS  confirmed  that  this  is  a mere  political  quejliott ; as  alfo  that  of  Patronagey 
i.  c.  whether  church  members  have,  by  the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ, 
as  at  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,  an  exclulive  and  un- 
alienable right  of  chilling  their  own  pallors?  or  whether  that  right,  and 
the  full  exclulive  exercife  of  it  is,  by  inheritance  or  purchafe,  like  any 
other  civil  property,  lodged  in  a Tingle  perfon,  who,  perhaps,  never  law 
that  church,  has  no  knowledge  of  it,  nor  intereft  in  it,  is  refident  in  a 
foreign  land,  and  a member  of  another  church,  quite  different  or  oppo- 
site in  many  of  its  leading  doCtrines,  much  of  its  worlhip,  and  the  whole 
of  its  order, — if  he  be  not  an  avowed  Infidel  or  Atheifl?  And  it  is  very 
likely  he  can  procure,  were  it  needful,  the  hands  and  feals  of  our  four 
Unvoerjities  to  fuport  his  opinion  about  both;  after  this  can  there  exiffthe 
leaff  ground  of  controverfy? 

The  juftnefs  of  this  view  of  his  anfwers  is  rendered,  if  it  were  poffibh*, 
dill  more  undeniable  by  what  is  immediately  fubjoined  as  his  declaration 
on  the  whole.  * Upon  the  whole  I affert,  & c.’  As  to  the  faCt,  there  can 
be  no  difputation  with  any  perfon  of  the  fmallell  difeernment,  who  has 
perufed  the  preceding  Detection,  or  even  what  has  now  been  advanced. 
He  is  molt  undoubtedly  inimical,  in  the  highelt  degree,  to  the  conffitution 
and  authority  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  her  doflrinc,  and  her 
1 ivorfhip , in  refpeCt  of  its  glorious  object,  are  concerned.  This  admits  of 
no  contradiction  or  palliative ; and  therefore  no  man,  whofe  faith  is  ra- 
tional, can  give  him  credit,  for  ‘cordially  condemning  whatever  appears 
inconfiffent  therewith.’  But  this  is  what  he  would  have  us  amul'e  our 
fancies  with,  if  we  be  able;  and  confequently  that  his  works,  inltead  of  in- 
juring the  conflitution  and  authority  of  the  church,  have  done  iignal  fer- 
vice  in  illuflrating  and  defending  them. 

On  the  conclulion  of  the  apology,  perhaps  little  of  importance  can  be 
added  to  the  ftri&urcs  made  by  a late  anonymous  writer.  The  Betcftor 
can  heartily  adopt  thefe,  and  prefent  them  to  the  public  as  his  own,  with 
a few  fmall  corrections  *.  It  is  plain  the  * forrow,’  profeffed  by  the  Doc- 
tor in  his  preface  and  repeated  in  his  conclufion,  ‘ that  his  publications 
fliould  have  given  offence  to  any  of  his  brethren  or  to  the  world’  is  of 
the  kind  before  reprefented,  and  no  other.  The  * confideration  of  the. 
very  folemn  engagements  by  which  every  minifter  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land is  bound  to  adhere  to  her  Itandards,  and  of  thefe  ffandards  being 
the  only  authoritative  interpreters  of  facred  Scripture  amongft  us,’  as 
the  foie  ground  of  his  penitence,  demonflrates  that  he  has  no  confciouf- 
nefs  of  having  iultly  offended  any  body,  by  indignities  done  to  the  Son 
of  God,  and  grofs  injuries  offered  to  the  facred  truths  of  his  gofpel.  Nay 


* See  Remarh  on  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Glafgezv  and  Ajr} 
in  Dr,  Ml Gill's  caufe,  in  a letter  to  a Friend,  by  John  K»o\. 


[ 209  3 

i;  is  perfectly  evident  from  his  apofogy,  and  the  obfervations  now  made 
on  it,  ttiat  he  confiders  the  olFence  taken,  as  originating  and  maintained 
in  a groundlefs  imagination,  of  which  nncandid  and  injudicious  minds 
alone  are  capable,  of  his  having  departed  from,  and,  on  the  matter,  im- 
pugned the  ftandards,  while  in  fadt  he  lias  paid  them  all  due  deference. 

It  is  true  ‘ he  feems  to  ofFer  more  to  the  purpofe  when  he  adds,  that 
* now  upon  further  refle&ion,  he  is  feniible  there  are  ideals  in  thefe  pu- 
blications which  may  appear  improper,  and  modes  of  expreiFion  ambigu- 
ous and  unguarded’  in  the  points  mentioned.  And  as  far  as  exprefiion 
is  concerned,  there  is  no  reafon  in  one  view  to  fufpect  his  lincerity  ; be- 
caufe  be  mu  ft  have, the  livelieft  and  ftrongeft  fenfe  that,  on  feveral  fub- 
jecls,  ambiguity  was  defigned,  ftudied  and  laboured,  as  he  did  not  chufe 
to  be  plainer  for  the  prefent ; finding  it  rather  inconliftent  with  his  in- 
terefts.  Nor  has  he  profited  fo  little  by  late  experience,  as  not  to  pcx*- 
ceive,  that  fome  of  his  expreftions  are  not  entirely  guarded,  that  if  too 
ambiguous  and  clofe  for  an  honeft  man,  they  are  too  plain  and  open  for 
a deceiver,  intending  by  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches  to  beguile  the 
hearts  of  the  firnple,  fince  they  can  fcarcely  be  miftaken  by  an  attentive 
reader,  moderately  inftructed  in  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of 
God.  , 

But,  in  another  view,  this  apparent  acknowledgement  is  the  thiuneft: 
vapour,  which  evanifhes  on  the  gentleft  touch.  For,  it  is  one  thing  for 
ideas  to  appear  improper  to  people  of  a certain  defeription,  and  a very 
difFerent  thing  for  them  to  be  really  and  in  themfelves  fuch.  We  have  feen 
he  finds  no  fault  with  his  ideas  in  the  laft  confideration  of  them.  If  he 
does  not  abfolutely  juftify  theixi  all,  neither  does  he  condemn,  or  ofFer 
to  correct  any  one  of  them.  What  he  admits  is  no  more  than  a pcjpbility 
of  their  appearing  improper,  without  being  able  to  comprehend  the  proba- 
bility of  it  among  the  intelligent  and  candid.  So  as  to  his  exprejjions ; for, 
if  the  words  are  taken  in  conftruCFion  with  the  preceding  ones,  as  the 
fentence  feems  to  require,  he  does  not  grant  that  they  are  unguarded 
and  ambiguous  in  themfelves,  but  only  that  they  may  appear  fuch  to  the 
fame  ignorant  and  captious  people  who  prefume  to  quarrel  with  his  i- 
deas.  And  then,  as  Mr.  Knox  juftly  obferves,  fince  there  is  no  enume- 
ration of  thofe  ideas  or  expreftions,  nor  any  inftances  whatever  given, 
every  one  is  at  liberty  to  felefit,  mark  and  condemn,  juft  as  may  fuit  his 
own  hypothefis  and  tafte,  of  the  faith  of  the  Bailor,  or  the  oppofite,  a 
man  of  letters  and  a critic,  or  a boor  and  an  idiot.  Befides,  though  his 
fenfe  of  real  improprieties  in  both  thefe  were  exprelFed  in  the  fulleft  aud 
mod  unambiguous  manner,  it  amounts  to  nothing,  but  that,  agreeably  to 
his  conceftions  in  the  preamble,  bis  publications  are  not  abfolutely  fault- 
lefs,  and  that  it  is  not  impollible  for  a very  acute  and  inexorable  critic 
to  efpy  inaccuracies.  Is  not  this  perfectly  conliftent,  not  only  with  Iris  ha- 
ving taught  only  the  genuine  uncorrupted  doeftrines  of  the  gofpel,  but 
his  having  taught  them  with  uncommon  juftnefs  of  fentiment  and  preci- 
fxon  of  language?  What  is  it,  then,  for  him  to  fay,  ‘ all  which  ideas  I 
hereby  difclaim,  and  for  all  which  expreffions  I am  heartily  forry?’  It  is 
to  hold  up  to  the  Synod,  and  to  the  world,  a painted  bauble,  and  bid  them 
wonder  at  the  extraordinary  facrifices  which  his  diftinguifhed  lincerity 
and  candour  have  induced  him  to  make. 

Finally,  he  pretends  ‘ his  belief  of  thefe  great  articles,’  on  which  the 
Committee  had  given  in  their  report,  ‘as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  ftan- 
dards  of  this  church.’  The  natural  unequivocal  import  of  which  is,  that  he 
is  fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  doiftrine  on  thefe  heads,  as  laid  down 
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«n  the  ll  ejlmlnjler  ConfeJJion  of  Faith  and  Catecbifw. r from  the  fcriplures;  and 
that  he  receives  it  as  matter  of  undoubted  faith  and  necefTarv  profdhon. 
And  were  this  the  firft  declaration  of  the  kind  in  the  Chriftian  church, 
or  were  the  circumftances  in  his  cafe  fuch  as  would  found  a rational  cha- 
rity; nay,  if  they  were  not  fuch  as  deftroys  every  fdundation  on  which 
that  charity  could  be  built,  we  would  certainly  be  bound  to  believe 
him  in  our  turn.  But,  alas!  to  the  difhonour  of  religion,  and  the  diferedit 
of  its  profeiTors,  how  many  declarations  of  that  fort,  from  the  days  of 
Arias  till  now,  have  been  made  by  perfons  who  meant  nothing  by  them, 
or  worfe  than  nothing,  the  groffeft  deception  and  impofture;  but  which 
at  length  have  been  l'o  well  underftood,  as  to  pafs,  like  the  fafhionable 
compliments  of  our  polite  age,  for  words  of  courfe?  The  fame  language 
has  been  held  by  different  heretics  and  feducer*  in  our  own  land,  fuch 
as  Simpfon  and  Campbell , and  yet  it  never  deceived  any,  who  were  not  re- 
folved  in  all  events  to  be  deceived. 

As  to  the  prefent  inftance;  nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than  that 
the  doctrine  advanced  in  the  EJJay , upon  the  points  in  queffion,  lies  in 
a pofitive  and  direct  contradiction  to  that  laid  down,  and  fupported  by 
feripture  evidence,  in  our  fubordinate  ftandards.  This  is  demonflrated 
to  the  fulled:  conviction  in  the  preceding  Detection.  It  is  impoilible  for  a 
human  confcience  or  face  to  deny  it.  It  is  no  lefs  evident  from  what 
has  been  already  hated,  that  the  DoCtor  has  not  retraCted  a Jingle  fenti- 
ment,  or  corrected  a Jingle  expreftion  of  his  book;  on  the  contrary,  that 
he  has  again  adopted,  and  warmly  defended  the  whole,  uulefs  we  are 
willing  to  accept  the  great  burnt-offering  of  his  pofjible  inaccuracies ; and 
therefore,  that  he  does  not,  cannot  believe  thefe  great  articles,  as  they  are 
laid  down  in  our  ftandards,  now,  more  than  at  the  time  of  his  publication. 
The  whole  Synod,  on  bothiide3  of  the  queftion,  are  as  fare  of  it  as  of  any 
axiom  in  Euclid;  and  fo  muft  every  one  elfe,  who  is  not.  prepared  to  be- 
lieve the  fun  is  extinguifhed,  when  his  light  is  like  to  put  out  his  eyes. 

What,  you  will  fay,  have  words  Avhich  feem  fo  full  and  plain,  are  fo 
carefully  chofen,  and  fo  accurately  weighed  by  a Gentleman  of  the  Doc- 
tor’s abilities,  tafte  and  probity,  no  meaning  at  all?  None;  excepting  that 
he  believes  thefe  Articles  to  be  palpable  falfehoods,  or  that,  though  ab- 
furd,  unfcriptural  and  pernicious  errors,  they  have  obtained  a place  in 
the  ftandards  of  this  church,  the  only  authoritative  interpreters  of  ferip- 
ture among  us,  as  they  are;  or  at  the  greateft  ftretch,  that  lie  believes 
thefe  Articles,  as  they  are  laid  donrn  in  the  ftandards,  fo  far  as  thefe  ftandards 
are  agreed  with  themfelves, — the  ConfeJJion  and  Catechfms,  with  the  f rip- 
tares,  and  one  part  of  the  former,  particularly  on  Chrift’s  Godhead,  atone- 
ment by  his  fufterings  and  death,  Priefthood  and  interccflion,  and  the 
method  of  reconciling  fmners  to  God,  with  another  part  of  them,  refpec- 
ting  the  infallibility  and  fupreme  authority  of  facred  feripture*:  That 
is  to  fay,  he  does  not  believe  them  all;  becaufe,  in  his  mind,  there  is  not 
onlv  not  a conformity  between  the  books,  which  go  by  the  common 
name  of  Standards,  but  a total  repugnance  and  contradiction.  It  is  a faith 
of  the  very  fame  kind,  which,  to  the  utter  difgrace  of  religion  and  mo- 
rals, prevails,  lefs  or  more,  in  all  the  national  churches  in  the  weft  of 
Europe,  and  receives  their  feveral  Creeds  and  ConfeJJons  in  the  lump,  as  they 
ft  and  by  public  authority,  without  really  believing  any  one  of  the  articles 
as  there  laid  down;  perhaps,  without  having  ever  coni'ulted,  with  any  tlc- 


* See  Article  63, 
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£ree  of  attention,  faid  Creeds  or  Confejfions.  Nobody  of  any  tolerable  in- 
formation and  difeernment  can  be  ignorant  of  the  reign  of  this  jefuiticui 
faith  in  firitain;  and  yet  it  would  require  a brow  of  triple  brals  to  avow 
it;  fo  ihocking  is  the  abufe  it  commits  on  the  mod  facird  things,  fo  lingu- 
lar an  outrage  is  it  on  the  underftanding  and  language  of  men,  did  not 
its  frequency  ferve  to  alleviate  the  odium,  and  one  linpoftor  Hand  pled- 
ged to  keep  another  in  countenance. 

The  fecond  thing  demanding  our  attention  is  the  procedure  of  the  Synod 
on  this  explanation  and  apology.  This  alfo  is  lo  aftonifhing,  that  one  ftiaicc- 
]y  knows  what  he  fhould  think  or  fay.  There  can  be  no  plaulible  ground 
of  hefitation,  that  the  Svnod,  after  expreffing  their  utmoff  diliatisiadcion 
with  his  anfwers,  ought  to  have  ferved  him  with  a libel  in  form;  and,  on 
receiving  the  fame,  or  fimilar  evafive  and  defenlive  anfwers,  to  have 
profecuted  it  to  his  depojition  from  the  office  of  the  miniftry,  and  a full  ex- 
communication from  the  church  of  Chrid,  till  he  fhould  give  fatisfyiug  evi- 
dences of  his  ingenuous  contrition,  and  make  a particular,  full  and  une- 
quivocal recantation  of  his  numerous  damnable  errors.  This  is  the  good 
old  path  marked  out  by  the  word  of  God,  and  the  conjlitution  and  laics 
of  this  church*;  from  which,  theref  ore,  every  church,  and  that  of  Scotland 
in  particular,  departs  at  her  highefl  peril.  But  have  the  Synod  walked  in  it? 
or  have  they  not  chalked  out  and  purfued  the  direct  contrary,  when  they 
‘ did,  and  without  a vote*  too,  as  the  flrongefl  tedimony  of  their  unani- 
mity, * approve  of  the  foregoing  explanations  and  apology , receive  the  fame  AS 
‘satisfactory,  and  order  them  to  be  publiihed  as  fuch’;  without  the 
f’ghtejl  expreffion  of  their  difpleafure,  or  finding  him  in  the fmallejl  fault? 
We  cannot  deny,  how  much  foever  it  were  to  be  wiflied  we  could,  that 
in  fome  things,  not  all  (for  fuch  a phenomenon,  in  all  refpeefts,  was  never 
exhibited  in  this  country)  they  have  trode  in  the  fleps  of  their  progeni- 
tors, fitting  in  the  fupreme  Kcclefiaftical  Court.  But,  indead  of  this  be- 
ing on  excufe,  it  is  an  high  aggravation  of  their  conduct.  Evil  is,  and 
muft  be  evil,  how  many  foever  are  leagued  in  the  perpetration  of  it;  and 
if  Sons  do  not  take  warning  from  the  crimes  of  their  Fathers,  but  im- 
prove them  as  encouragements  to  do  the  fame,  or  worfe,  they  ffiew  de- 
pravity and  impenitence  in  their  lad  flages. 

In  contemplating  thefe  complicated  lcenes  of  iniquity,  we  feel  our- 
felves  much  in  the  fame  condition,  as  the  prophet  in  the  chambers  of  i- 
magery,f  at  a lofs  where  to  begin,  and  {hocked  in  proportion  to  our 
progrefs. 

Have  not  the  Synod  in  this  affair,  either  deceived  themfelves,  or  Avound- 
ed  their  own  veracity?  That  the  Doctor’s  explanations  and  apology  fhould 
be  fatisfa&ory  to  the  Socinian  part  of  them,  is  neither  incredible  nor  ftrange; 
becaufe  their  whole  fyffem  is  left  entire  and  unattacked,  and  their  ciear 
brother  has  not  only  efcaped  without  hurt,  but  with  uncommon  applau- 
ds for  his  docility  and  pacific  difpofitions.  It  mud  appear  to  them  the 
m ffi  glorious  triumph,  that  their  feheme  and  its  abettors  ever  obtained 
in  the  world,  as  a happ)  prelude  of  dill  greater  tilings.  But  that  they 
fhould  be  fatisj adlory  to  the  Calvinijl  part  of  them,  if  in  the  exercifc  of 
*heir  judgment,  is  impoffible;  becaufe  every  one  of  them  is  confident  tiie 
Doctor  retains  ail  his  former  opinions,  and  has  had  the  audacity  to  de- 
fend them,  even  in  his  explanations,  and  attempted  to  abufe  them  with 
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fair  and  deceitful  words.  Some  of  them  have  been  fo  honed,  fince  the 
trail  fact  ion,  as  to  confefs  this,  profeding  their  diffatisfaction  both  with 
the  Doctor  and  Synod.  It  neceffarily  follows,  therefore,  tliat,  hy  receiv- 
ing  t\\& explanations  and  apology  as  Jatisfailory , they  endeavoured  to  ffupify 
their  minds,  and  bribe  their  confciences  with  founds  without  fenfc,  or, 
in  their  hade  to  got  clear  of  a buhnefs,  which  they  either  wanted  v if- 
dom  or  fortitude  to  manage,  they  fufpended  the  exercife  of  both  ; or  that, 

, f°r  the  good  Doctor  s lake,  they  have  facnficed  their  own  veracity. 

1 hey  have  certainly  mocked  the  public.  The  mighty  buflle  made  by 
feme  of  them,  in  court  and  out  of  it,  feemed  to  indicate,  at  lead  to  fu- 
pcrficial  obiervers,  their  hearty  engagement  in  the  caufe;  that  convinced 
of  the  unfcriptural  and  pernicious  nature  of  S acini  an  doctrines,  and  their 
rapid  progrefs  in  this  church,  they  were  determined  to  refill  them  with 
firmnefs,  and  never  to  abandon  the  prefent  profecution,  till  the  feduccr 
was  brought  to  a particular,  full  and  undoubted  recantation,  or  to  con- 
dign  punifhment.  They  have  been  known  to  declare,  the  conjlitution  of' 
the  Church  of  Scotland  was  at  Hake  in  this  affair,  and  that  either  it  or  the 
Dotflor  behoved  to  fall,  with  cxpreiTions  of  a fixed  purpofe  to  guard  it 
and  purfue  him,  as  far  as  it  would  warrant  them.  Thus  they  made 
people  believe  that,  riling  up  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a Luther  and  Calvin,  a 
Cranmer  and  Knox , they  would  give  times  of  reformation,  which  the 
crouds  of  puny  Dijjfenters,  with  all  their  SeceJJions,  Tejlimonies  and  Covenants, 
preachings  and  prayers  fought  in  vain.  From  thefc  things  they  obtain- 
ed the  growing  efteem  and  affection  of  the  ferious  and  religious  members 
of  the  chu.rch,  became  the  objects  of  their  confidence  and  expectation. 
But  behold  the  iilue  ! Not  only  has  he  not  been  cenfured  according  to  the 
demerit  of  his  crime,  but  has  not  been  fo  much  as  reprimanded;  not  only 
are  his  multiplied  and  dedrucbi\re  herefies  not  condemned,  but  they  have 
not  received  the  leaf!  mark  of  difapprobation.  Difapprobation  ! accept- 
ing his  explanations  and  apology  as  satisfactory,  is,  in  the  rnofl  folemn 
judicial  manner,  to  confefs  their  jubnei's,  on  the  matter  to  adopt  them, 
and  all  that  gave  occafion  to  them,  as  their  own,  and  to  beg  the  public 
to  put  out  their  eyes,  as  they  have  done,  and  pleafe  themfdves  with  a 
few  unmeaning  or  deceitful  compliments.  A tub  to  the  whale,  and  a 
rattle  to  the  child.  How  jufllv  does  the  charge  of  the  King  of  AJfyria  a- 
gainb  a man  of  greater  integrii*  apply  here?  * 

Nor  have  they  been  lei's  awanting  to  the  offender.  A great  delinquent 
he  mud  be  in  the  eyes  of  all  who  believe  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  and 
of  this  church;  becaufe  thev  cannot  but  fhudder  at  the  horrible  abufe 
committed  on  the  word  of  God*  not  only  by  denying  and  explaining  a- 
way,  with  its  pretended  abidance,  the  mod  precious  and  important  of  its 
truths,  but  by  aferibing  to  it,  and  fubftituting  in  the  place  of  thefe 
truths,  a fyftem  of  cunningly  deviled  fables,  the  practical  belief  of  which 
enfures  everlading  ruin}: — All  in  the  way  of  attacking  and  undermining 
the  foundations  of  that  very  church,  of  which  he  is  a member  and  mini- 
der,  and  which  he  is  bound  by  every  facred  tie  to  maintain  and  defend. 
Yet  the  Synod  have  withheld  neceffary  and  appointed  means  of  his  con- 
viction and  recovery.  Though  the  difeipline  of  the  church  is  an  ordi- 
nance of  Jesus  Christ  for  her  edification,  and  the  fpecial  benefit  of 
thofe,  who  by  their  erroneous  opinions  or  diforderly  practices  have  ren- 
dered thcmfelves  the  proper  objects  of  it,  f they  have,  contrary  to  the 
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ole  ^reft  light,  declined  to  apply  it,  in  a cafe  where  every  thihg  called  for 
it'  vigorous  exercil'e.  What  is  worfe,  if  worfe  can  be,  they  have  not  ccn- 
fured  one  of  his  errors,  nor  a fingle  inftance  of  his  mifconducl ; they  have 
not  even  judicially  dealt  with  him  about  them,  nor  fo  much  as  pointed 
them  out  to  his  cor.fideratioa.  On  the  contrary,  by  receiving  his  anfwers 
u\  f.ti;faft'jry,  thev  have  applauded  and  crowned  him  as  a good  foldier  of 
Jei'ii'  Chrift,  who  lias  couragioufly  fought  for  his  faith.  If  therefore,  he 
ihould  finally  peri lh,  no  fmall  portion  of  his  blood  will  ly  on  their 
heads.  And  then, 

How  treacherous  is  fuch  conduct  towards  the  church?  That  it  de- 
ferves  this  epithet  two  ways  is  manifeft.  For,  when  fuch  a controverfy 
is  introduced  into  the  church,  as  ex i fled  of  old  in  Ilracl  between  God 
and  Baal,  what  is  truth  and  what  is  error,  confequently  on  what  fide  lies 
the  duty  and  fin  of  the  church  in  her  profefling  character,  it  belongs  to 
her  guides,  when  and  as  far  as,  they  themfelves  are  enlightened,  to  give 
clear  and  decifive  judgment,  as  thofe  that  watch  for  fouls  and  muff  give 
account;  that  all,  efpecially  thofe  under  their  immediate  care,  may  be 
aifided  to  know,  love  and  praelife  that  truth  and  duty,  and  to  deleft,  a- 
void,  and  contend  againfl  the  oppofite  error  and  fin  *.  In  fhunning  this, 
whatever  be  their  pretexts  and  excufes,  they  are  in  a fimilar  crime  as  a 
centinel  of  an  army  or  garrifon,  fail  afieep  or  perfidioufiy  filent  on  his 
port.  But  who  fees  not,  how  high  the  controverfy  has  run  in  this  bull- 
nefs  between  God  our  Saviour,  and  Socinus,  or  his  creature  and  follower 
D oft  or  M'-Gill?  And  yet,  for  any  thing  the  Synod  have  done,  the  whole 
world  cannot  tell  what  is  the  ground  of  the  debate,  and  under  which 
banner  church  members  ought  to  arrange  themfelves.  Or  if  wc  take  the 
matter  in  another  light;  the  conflitution  of  this  church,  in  her  doCtrine, 
worfhip  and  order,  is  committed  by  the  church  herfelf,  and  the  date  with 
which  llie  is  allied,  to  the  immediate  protection  of  her  own  pallors  and 
governors,  under  the  mod  folemn  vows  and  fubferiptions,  to  watch  over 
and  guard  every  part  of  itf.  If,  therefore,  they  fuller  it  to  be  lubverted 
or  injured,  without  a vigorous  and  adequate  defence,  no  one  can  be -at  a 
lofs  to  determine  on  their  conduct  and  find  its  proper  name.  Wherein 
docs  it  differ  from  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  a nation,  entruded 
with  tiic  whole  intereds  of  the  community,  that  indead  of  employing  all 
its  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  fociety,  fells  it  to  the  invading  foe,  or  a- 
bandons  it  to  his  depredations  ? Or  from  the  behaviour  of  an  army  levied, 
commitlioned  and  paid  by  the  people,  that  in  the  day  of  battle,  when  all 
is  at  hazard,  indead  of  cheerfully  odering  their  lives  in  the  difeharge  of 
their  duty,  revolts  to  the  enemy,  and  turns  their  fwords  againll  their 
country  ? Befides, 

How  grievoufly  have  the  precious  truths  of  the  gofpel  been  injured? 
To  thefe  all  are  debtors,  not  only  as  they  come  from  God,  but  as  they 
are  the  revelation  of  Ills  adorable  and  gracious  character,  in  which  our 
prqfent  and  future  welfare  are  Angularly  concerned.  Our  other  obliga- 
tions to  them  are  drengthened  by  the  relations  in  which  we  ftand°to 
our  contemporaries  and  to  poderity.  Peculiar  duty  in  this  kind,  as  in 
others,  falls  to  the  courts  of  Chrid,  which  are  eminently  fet  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  gofpel  hi  particular  they  are  bound,  according  to  the 
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calls  of  word  and  providence,  faithfully  to  difcriminate,  publifh,  illuftrate 
and  confirm  them ; as  alfo  to  repel  with  equal  courage  and  fortitude  e- 
very  attack  made  on  them,  according  to  the  nature,  form  and  circumftan- 
ces  of  that  attack.  If  fo,  do  they  not  violate  every  obligation  bv  a daf- 
tardly  concealment  of  the  truth;  much  more  if,  by  word  or  deed,  they 
reprefent,  or  but  feem  to  exhibit,  error  as  truth,  efpecially  if  that  er- 
ror ftrikes  at  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel  ? Is  not  this,  under  the  mafk 
of  friendfliip,  to  betray  and  murder  it?  See,  then,  the  criminality  of  the 
Synod.  For  have  they  not  from  fear  or  lliame,  or  fome  other  principle 
equally  unworthy,  thruft  the  truth  out  of  view,  when  it  demanded  the 
fill  left  confeflion  and  cleared  difplay  ? Nay,  by  accepting  the  foregoing 
explanations  and  apology  as  fatlsfuBory , have  they  not,  in  efFedt,  reprefented  a 
medley  of  ftrong  deluftons,  everfive  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  as  if  they  were 
only  lhades  of  difference  from  that  uncorrupted  and  falutary  faith,  or 
rather  the  very  fame  manifeftation  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift? 

Let  no  man  talk  of  their  appointing  two  fedlions  of  the  Confejfwn  of 
.Faith  to  be  publiflied  along  with  the  Dodtor’s  anfvvers,  a9  a refutation  of 
this  charge,  for  the  fmalleft  portion  of  common  fenfe  muft  feel  the  futi- 
lity of  the  reply.  Had  they,  indeed,  publifhed  the  feveral  fedlions  of 
that  excellent  lummary  in  relation  to  the  points  in  queftion,  as  the  very 
dodtrine  according  to  godlinefs,  which  they  and  their  people  are  bound 
to  receive  and  hold,  in  oppofition  to  the  herefy  and  blafphemy  of  the 
FJJay:  or  had  they  judicially  received  the  report  of  the  Committeet  as  far 
as  they  found  it  juft  and  fupported  by  proper  evidence,  and  publiflied 
it,  as  at  once  a ’warning  and  a fund  of  inftrudtion  to  their  people,  fome- 
thing  to  the  purpofe  would  have  been  done.  But,  alas!  barely  to  print 
two  fedlions,  without  fo  much  as  a fingle  word  applying  them  to  the  cafe 
in  hand,  what  is  it?  No  more  certainly  than  a fynodical  intimation,  that 
thefe  fedlions,  being  found  in  the  Confeffton , contain  the  ftandard  doctrine 
of  the  Church  on  thefe  two  heads,  as  if  this  had  hitherto  been  a pro- 
found fecret,  or  through  fome  general  phrenfy  had  begun  to  be  called  in 
doubt;  while  the  Dodlor’s  Ejfay , impugning  that  fame  dodtrine,  has  un- 
difturbed  pofTeftion  of  the  public,  and  his  judicial  adherence  to  it,  and 
defence  of  it,  Hands  as  satisfactory  on  the  records  of  Synod.  That 
this,  and  no  more,  is  the  meaning  of  it,  the  unanimity  of  the  Synod,  in 
the  appointment,  affords  the  ftrongeft  collateral  evidence ; becaufe  it  is 
a notorious  fadl,  that  many  of  its  members  do  not  believe  and  teach  the 
dodtrine  of  thefe  fedlions,  but  hold  the  very  fame  opinions  as  the  Doc- 
tor ; and  therefore  could  never  concur  in  an  unequivocal  declaration, 
that  the  former  is  the  true  faith  of  Chriftians,  and  their  faith.  And  is  this 
to  contend  earnefly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints?  Or  is  it  not, 
under  a pretence  of  honouring  the  faith,  to  force  its  homage  to  a mil- 
creant  ufurper  fabricated  by  the  Dottor,  after  the  Synod  thcmfelvee  have, 
in  deep  obeifance,  bowed  the  knee  ? 

With  all  this,  the  reader  has  long  ago  anticipated  the  neceftary  remark 
on  the  four  poifonous  leaven,  which  the  Synod  have  induftriouily  kneaded 
into  their  church  fellowfliip.  The  communion  of  the  church  is,  among 
other  purpofes,  intended  by  her  Head  to  be  a fair  llluftrious  emblem  and 
pledge  of  the  fellowfliip  of  the  faints  in  light.  Into  it  nothing  that  is 
unclean  and  defileth  ihould  be  allowed  to  enter,  as  far  as  the  means  of 
divine  appointment,  fuited  to  this  imperfedt  (late,  can  hinder  the  intru- 
fton.  Such,  however,  are  falfe  teachers  and  feducers,  as  well  as  profli- 
gate livers.  The  more  numerous  and  grofs  their  errors,  the  more  active 
and  audacious  they  are  in  fpreading  them,  and  the  greater  their  obftina- 
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rv  In  adhering  to  and  defending  them,  always  the  worfc.  They  are  a 
leaven  which, as  far  as  it  goes,  renders  the fellowfhip  of  the  church  high- 
ly often  live  to  God,  as  contrary  to  his  exprcfs  prefcription,  and  defeating 
all  the  important  ends  of  its  inftitution,  and  is  moll  pernicious  to  the 
church  herfelf,  as  it  is  calculated  for,  and  cannot  but  have  a powerful 
operation  in  infecfting  her  purer  members,  in  depriving  her  of  the  Lord’s 
prefence  in  his  ordinances,  and  at  length  drawing  down  his  wrath  to  her 
utter  defolation  *.  They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  abiolutely  debarred  ; 
or  if  they  creep  in  unawares,  which  is  no  uncommon  cafe,  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  difcovering  them  to  conviction,  marked  with  obftinacy, fliould. 
be  feized  for  their  expullion.  But  in  contempt  of  thefe  things,  undeni- 
able as  they  are,  the  Dodlor  is  retained  not  only  in  Chriftlan,  but  minifte- 
rial  communion,  and  fo  in  full  powers  of  fpreading  the  deftrudlive  con- 
tagion. Hereby  the  whole  fellowfhip  of  the  church  is  leavened.  All 
her  minifters  and  members,  whatever  be  faid  of  the  perfonal  foundnefs 
and  purity  of  many  of  them,  mult  be  conlldered,  both  by  God  and  men, 
as  one  bread  and  one  body  with  him  f . And  what  a guilty  hazardous  con- 
nexion this  is,  merits  their  mod  ferious  and  deliberate  reflection. 

Should  we  not  add  the  encouragement  held  out  by  the  Synod  to  thofe 
of  the  fame  faith  with  the  Doctor,  now  to  come  forward,  and  avow  them- 
felves  in  a manner  becoming  their  caufe,  and  their  own  dignity?  It  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  that  numbers  of  Clergymen  throughout  the  national 
church,  have  been  long  eftablifhed  in  Socinian  doctrines,  and  have  daily 
inculcated  them,  as  far  as  they  deemed  it  conflftent  with  their  outward 
cafe  and  fafety.  At  lead,  this  is  the  general  complaint  of  the  founder, 
more  ferious  and  intelligent  part  of  the  people,  fupported  by  the  unfoli- 
cited  teflimony  of  the  better  fort  of  minifters  in  all  quarters.  Yet  few 
of  them  have' had  courage  enough  to  ftep  into  broad  day  with  their  opi- 
nions, and  none  of  them  to  the  degree  the  Dodlor  and  his  Colleague  have 
done.  If  the  probable  defection  of  their  hearers  to  the  Differing  intereft 
has  detered  them  on  the  one  hand  we  may  believe  an  apprehenfton  of 
provoking  difcipline,  much  difufed  and  enervated  as  it  is,  has  difhearte- 
lied  them  on  the  other.  But  now  all  fears  of  the  laft,  they  are  perfuaded, 
may  be  given  to  the  wind.  So  troublefome  has  the  late  procefs  proved 
to  the  adverfe  party,  fo  miferably  has  it  .been  managed,  and  to  fuch  a 
pitiful  iflue  has  it  come,  that  it  is  not  likely  another  of  the  fame  kind 
ihall  foon,  if  ever,  be  inftituted  in  this  church.  Though  it  were,  they 
forefee  and  can  eafily  provide  themfelves  for  the  worft,  a few  dry  and 
fallacious  compliments  to  the  Confefion  of  Faith  and  the  conftitution,  with 
claims  of  good  intentions,  and  conceflions  of  failures  and  blemifhes. — 
Thus  armed,  they  may  go  from  pulpit  to  prefs,with  the  unvailed  myfte- 
ries  of  their  fcheme,  in  a ftate  of  the  moft  perfect  fecurity;  till  the  Cafoi- 
nifm  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  be,  as  it  ought,  confined  to  her  mufty  worm- 
eaten  flandards,  or  driven  under  the  paltry  protection  of  a few  bale  and 
fanatical  Df enters. 

Several  other  things  contributing  to  the  indelible  reproach  of  * this 
fettlement  of  the  matter’  by  the  Synod,  will  occur  to  every  thinking 
impartial  mind ; but  what  has  been  fuggefled  feems  to  carry  its  own 
evidence.  If  fo,  they  can  have  no  reafon  to  value  themfelves  on  their 
‘ harmony  and  concord,’  but  very  much  to  the  contrary.  Thefe  may 
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prevail  in  a bad  caufe,  as  well  as  a good  one;  and  fuch  is  the  date  of  cur 
lapfed  nature,  that  they  are  ufually  mod  eminent  in  the  former.  \y 
have  many  indances  on  iacred  record,  in  which  fuch  unanimity,  indead 
of  recommending  the  parties  and  their  proceedings,  have  damped  them 
with  double  infamy*.  Hidorians  of  all  ages  have  traufmitted  example* 
of  a fimilar  kind,  much  celebrated  by  thofe  that  formed  them,  and  re- 
probated by  all  poderity.  That  exhibited  by  the  Synod  appears  one  of 
the  mod  adoni filing  and  difgraceful.  Not,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Sochians;  it  is  what  might  have  been  expected  of  them:  They  aided  con- 
fidently, and  for  the  honour  of  their  caufe  and  its  votaries.  But  on  the 
part  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  the  friends  of  Jefus  Chrid  in  his 
real  character,  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  conditution.  What  an  un paral- 
lelled and  horrible  confederacy  againd  all  thefe  was  their  harmony  and 
concord!  Not  one  of  them  to  be  found  poffeffing  fo  much  integrity,  re- 
folution  and  zeal,  as  to  infid  for  another  ‘ fettlement  of  the  matter  ’ to 
move  for  it,  or  to  give  a didenting  voice!  Alas,  “ the  children  of  Ephraim , 
being  armed  and  carrying  bows,  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle.  They 
kept  not  the  covenant  of  God,  and  refufed  to  walk  in  his  lawf.”  How 
unlike  Levi,  in  the  day  of  his  trial,  “ who  faid  unto  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, I have  not  feen  him;  neither  did  he  acknowledge  his  brethren,  nor 
knew  his  own  children  : for  they  have  obferved  thy  word,  and  kept  thy 
covenant  j:?”  It  may  be  poffible  for  them  to  triumph  in  their  harmony 
and  concord  now,  particularly  while  receiving  the  hollow  compliments 
of  Socinians  for  their  prudence,  moderation  and  charity ; but  it  is  a cir- 
cumdance  which  will  cover  them  with  confufion  and  fhame  another  day. 
Yet  that  is  not  all,  for,  , 

They  are  ‘ convinced  that  what  they  have  done  will,  under  the  blef- 
fing  of  God,  tend  to  promote  peace  and  truth  in  this  Church.’  In  the  fird 
edition  of  thefe  minutes,  faid  to  have  been  published  by  their  Clerk,  un- 
der their  authority,  ‘ they  hoped  likewife,  that  the  terminating  of  the 
affair  in  this  manner  would  tend  to  p referee  the  authority  of  the  fandards 
But  it  fhould  feem  the  record  was  not  then  corretded,  or  that  the  Clerk 
had  exceeded  his  powers,  for  that  hope  is  now  vaniflied.  So  far  well,  as 
it  was  indeed  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a vifion.  For  the  dandards,  long  ac- 
cudomed  to  all  forts  of  contempt  and  infult,  never  met  with  fuch  com- 
plicated and  foul  indignities,  fincethe  Church  received  arid  ereided  them, 
as  in  this  caufe.  The  Synod  did  right,  therefore,  not  to  hold  them  in  the 
light  here,  but  to  bury  them  in  their  ufual  darknefs,  and  to  extinguifh 
all  hopes,  if  ever  they  exided,  of  their  deriving  any  credit  and  authori- 
ty from  fuch  a decifion.  It  is  a pity,  however,  the  corre<flioN  extends  no 
farther  than  the  article  of  the  dandards,  particularly  to  the  words  now 
quoted.  For  can  the  Synod  be  ferious  in  exprefling  their  conviedion? 
How  could  it  arife  ? On  what  ground  does  it  dand  ? Are  any  ideas 
annexed  to  the  words?  Or  can  the  whole  world  afeertain  them?  One 
fhould  think  by  th  truth,*  they  mean  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  lies 
in  the  feripture,  and  is  fummarily  dated  in  our  ConfeJ/ion  and  Catecbifms. 

But  how,  and  with  whom  fliall  this  truth  be  promoted  by  their  doings  ? 

— With  the  Do&or  and  his  Friends?  Are  they  likely  to  be  enlightened,  con- 
vinced and  reclaimed  by  fuch  meafures?  or  rather,  fliall  they  not  cer- 
tainly be  confirmed  and  edablifhed  in  their  errors? — With  themfelves? 

* I Kings  xix.  io.  Matth.  xxvi.  65,  66.  Aids  vii.  5 7—59.  xix.  28 — 34. 
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Wlmt  new  evidence  and  credit  has  it  acquired  with  them?  or  rather* 
what  have  thev  not  done  to  weaken  its  evidence,  lefl'en  its  importance,  and 
link  its  eftimation ? — With  the  diffufed  church  in  this  country,  and  the 
world  around  ? Has  it  received  any  farther  illuftration,  any  additional 
firength  of  argument,  or  any  honourable  teflimonv  to  its  excellence  and 
utility,  for  their  lake?  Or  rather,  is  it  not  impoflible  for  them,  by  all 
the  labours  of  the  Synod,  fo  much  as  to  know  what  they  underhand  by 
the  truth;  unlefs  the  Socinian  tenets  taught  in  the  DoCtor  s Cjfay,  the  ex- 
planations and  defenceof  which  they  have  received  as  fatisfadtory, be  that 
very  truth  mod  pure?  Promote  the  truth!  when,  as  we  have  leen,ali  done 
to  this  purpofe  is  a'folemn  harmonious  burial  of  it,  with  a fp  lend  id 
monument  erected  on  its  grave,  to  Dodior  McGill  and  Socinian fm!  And 
then 

For  the1  peace;'  by  it  they  fhould  mean  the“  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace;”  but  they  cannot.  That  peace  difclaims  them  and  their 
proceedings;  becaufe  it  never  can  exifl  in  a date  of  reparation  from  the 
truth , and  the  duty  we  owe  it,  dill  lefs  where  truth  is  facrifieed  at  the  al- 
tar of  peace;  more  than  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  is  the  Spirit  both  of 
truth  and  peace,  can  be  inconddent  with  himfelf,  and  dedrpy  one  part 
of  his  work,  wlijch  has  an  efTential  connexion  with  another,  and  is  the 
very  foundation  on  which  it  dands.  Nor  can  they  mean  a peace,  which 
fhall  leave  even  their  church  in  the  undidurbed  pod'edion  of  -what  die 
has  attained,  through  the  effectual  meafures  taken  by  them  to  reprefs  the 
activity  and  prefumption  of  Socinian  herefy  and  blafphemy;  becaufe,  they 
themfelves  being  judges,  that  infolent  fpirit  of  error  has  not  received  the 
fmalled  correction,  or  the  flighted  mark  of  difpleafure.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  have  fawned  on  him,  cherifhed  and  fed  him.  They  have  endow- 
ed him  with  greater  powers  than  ever  he  poflefled  before,  or  could  have 
attained  otherwife,  to  wage  unceafing  and  fuccefsful  war  with  this  church, 
till  he  has  entirely  fubjugated  and  defolated  her.  Nay,  they  have  pre- 
p«red  the  field  for  him,  and,  upon  the  matter,  become  his  heralds  and 
1‘oldiers. 

What  peace,  then,  have  they  laboured  to  promote?  Such  a peace  as 
has  long  reigned  in  the  church  of  England;  in  which,  though  (he  has  her 
Articles  and  Homilies  and  Subfcriptions,  every  man,  clergy  and  laity,  is  at 
liberty  to  receive  and  teach  what  do&rines  he  pleafes,  from  thofe  of 
David  Hume  and  Holtairc  to  thofe  of  the  apoftle  Paul;  provided  he  makes 
proper  congis  to  the  Epifcopal  Mitre  ^ Booh  of  Common  Prayer , and  the  Ad!  of 
uniformity.  Or  a peace  /till  more  flrikingly  difplayed  in  the  church  of 
Rome;  in  which,  though  fixe  provides  and  applies  as  many  Twaddling 
bands  and  leading  firings  to  her  Tons,  as,  one  fhould  think,  would  be  in- 
finitely more  than  fufficient  to  prevent  their  departure  from  her  Creed  a 
fingle  hairs  breadth,  you  may  find  all  forts  of  opinions  and  parties,  feCcs, 
ancl  fa&ions,  that  the  imagination  of  man  ever  formed,  and  beyond  what 
ever  entered  into  the  heart  of  any  one  man  to  conceive,  all  living  in  per- 
fect accord  and  in  one  holy  communion,  without  a queflion;  provided 
his  Holiness  receive  the  accuftomed  honours’,  and  Mother  Church  be  not 
in  open  blafphemy  pronounced  a Harlot.  Such  a peace,  in  fhort,  as 
would  exifl:  in  the  Britijh  empire,  fhould  every  man’s  mind  be  his  rule ; 
provided  all  the  facred  forms  of  the  conflitution  were  preferved:  or,  as 
is  enjoyed  in  the  bofom  of  an  individual,  the  fport  of  every  diabolical 
paflion  or  beaflly  appetite,  under  the  dominion  of  ‘ the  ftrorig  man  arm- 
ed who  keepeth  his  palace,  fo  that  his  goods  are  in  peace.’ 

The  apparently  pkius  reference  to  ‘ the  bleihug  of  God’  does  not  ir 
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the  lead  alter  the  cafe.  Bad  things  will  he  what  they  are,  whatever  free- 
doms are  taken  in  attaching  his  facred  name  to  them  If  we  believe  that 
God  is,  and  fuch  a one  as  he  has  revealed  himfelf  to  be,  we  muft  believe 
on  the  one  hand,  that  the  fuccels  of  all  our  endeavours,  be  they  ever  fo' 
lawful,  well  directed  and  vigoroully  ufed,  wholly  depends  on  his  blefling; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  that  any  mean  appointed  by  him,  though  in  hu- 
man view  mod  contemptible,  and  unlikely  to  gain  the  end  propoled, 
fhall  through  that  bleiTing  prove  effectual.  They  are  Atheifts,  therefore, 
who  defpife  and  overlook  his  bleiTing,  who  do  not  place  all  their  confi- 
dence in  it.  And  had  the  Synod  fingly  aimed  at  the  promotion  of  evan- 
gelical truth  and  peace,  in  fubferviency  to  the  divine  glory,  and  had  the 
means  employed  bqen  preferibed  by  God,  doubtlefs,  they  were  warrant- 
ed by  his  promife  to  beg  and  exped  his  blefling.  But  as  it  is  plain  they 
muft  have  had  fome  other  object  before  them  than  this,  fo  their  own 
confidences  muft  tell  them,  the  means  chofen  and  applied  are  not  only 
unfuited  to  fuch  an  end,  but  oppoftte  to  it,  not  only  not  preferibed  by 
God,  but  reprobated  and  abhorred  by  him;  confequently  he  can  as  foon 
deny  himfelf,  as  grant  his  blefling  to  accompany  them.  The  remoteft 
expectation  of  it  is  an  infult  on  his  Majefty ; fcarcely  to  be  exceeded  by 
any  thing  in  that  kind,  but  by  a ‘ thought  of  its  being  proper  to  appoint, 
and  actually  appointing  a Reverend  Member  to  give  him  thanks  for  the 
countenance  and  direction  he  had  been  pleafed  to  give  them  in  this  mat- 
ter.’ His  countenance  and  direction ! when  all  the  churches  muft  fee  that 
Icuabod  was  written  on  their  affembly,  and  that  becaufe  * they  would 
not  hearken  to  his  voice,  he  gave  them  up  to  their  own  hearts  luft,  fo 
that  they  walked  in  counfels  of  their  own  Better  would  it  have  be- 
come them  to  have  fallen  proftrate  in  an  immediate  and  melting  acknow- 
ledgement of  their  unutterable  provocations,  and  in  fervent  fupplication 
for  the  gracious  remiflion  of  them;  followed  by  the  appointment  of  a 
folemn  fall  throughout  all  their  churches,  ftill  farther  to  bewail  their  un- 
equalled guilt,  and  the  burning  which  the  Lord  had  kindled.  Merciful 
God  ! how  adorable  is  thy  patience  and  long  fuffering  ! What  haft  thou 
born,  or  rather  what  haft  thou  not  born,  from  alTembiies  of  churchmen 
pretending  to  conftitute  and  aCt  in  thy  name! 

Sundry  excufes,  it  feems,  are  offered  for  them.  And  how  much  would 
it  be  for  the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  credit  of  his  gofpcl,  the  honour  of  its 
minifters,  the  rejoicing  of  all  true  Chriftians,  and  the  filencing  of  infidels, 
that  their  conduCt  could  admit  of  any  fatisfying  excufe,  or  could  but 
furnifh  any  circumftances  tending  to  alleviate  their  guilt?  Some  of  them 
are  men  of  rel’peCtable  character  in  many  things,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  dear 
to  the  Lord,  and  whofe  adminiftrations  he  has  owned  in  the  falvation  of 
fellow  Tinners.  As  fuch  the  prefent  writer  and  all  his  friends  efteem  and 
love  them.  Though  he  is  bound,  as  hinted  in  the  entry,  to  a cheerful 
difeharge  of  his  duty,  his  record  is  on  high,  that,  far  from  a malevolent 
pleafure  in  reviewing  and  expofing  their  mifearriages,  or  even  the  de- 
teftable  opinions  and  conduCt  of  the  DoCtor,  it  was  with  exquifite  pain 
and  forrow  he  received  the  account  of  them,  and  with  an  increafe  of 
both  he  now  lays  his  fenliments  before  the  public.  He  fliould,  there- 
fore, gladly  and  eagerly  feize  every  tenable  ground  of  exculpation,  if  it 
were  let  before  him,  or  if  he  knew  where  to  find  it.  But  alas!  where 
is  it  ? What  apology  confident  with  truth  and  a good  confidence  can 
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l>e  made?  That  ldme  of  them  are  rcfpe&able  and  good  men,  inftead  of 
Ieffcning,  enhances  their  criminality  *. 

It  has  been  faid,  the  ilate  of  the  VoSiors  family  called  for  fympathy. 
And  why  not  fyinpathize  with  him  ? They  owed  him  this,  and  all  proper 
evidences  and  fruits  of  it;  they  would  have  been  exceedingly  culpable 
in  withholding  it.  „ But  did  the  tendered  and  moft  powerful  fympathy  re- 
quire that  the  glories  of  our  divine  Lord,  the  unl’peakably  precious  and 
important  truths  of  the  gofpel,  with  the  conllitution  and  intcrcfls  oi  the 
church,  ihould  be  laid  under  his  feet  ? Ought  not  the  impartial  nd  faith- 
ful exercife  of  difeipline  to  have  aided  the  other  operations  oi  God’s  hand 
again!!  him  for  his  conviction,  humiliation  and  » ecuvery  ? Or  ii  the  cir- 
circumftances  of  thefe  for  the  prefent  were  fuch  as  to  juftify  the  fufpenfton 
of  the  prol'ecution,  were  they  alio  real’on  i'ufficient,  not  only  lor  totally 
abandoning  it,  but  for  making  fuch  a fettlement  with  him  as  has  been 
delcribed  ? If  this  be  love,  it  is  fuch  love  as  faith  never  produced. 

To  the  fame  purpofe,  it  has  been  urged,  that  the  orthodox  were  taken 
by  furprife.  And,  in  fome  relpeCfs,  this  may  be  true.  It  is  very  pro- 
bable, from  the  Hate  of  the  affair  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Synod,  they’ 
had  no  expectation  the  Dodlor  and  his  friends  would  make  fuch  a man- 
oeuvre in  that  ftage  of  the  bulinefs;  a manoeuvre  that  was  worthy  of  them; 
and  the  moie  fo,  if  the  intention  of  it  was  clofely  concealed.  But,  in  o- 
ther  refpeCts,  there  could  be  no  furprife  in  the  cafe.  The  member.,  of 
the  Committee  had  full  time  to  hear,  conlider  and  reafon  on  his  concef- 
fions;  fo  much  indeed,  and  to  fuch  fatisfaCtion,  that  they  unanimouilv 
agreed,  orthodox  and  heterodox , to  concur  with  the  DoSlor  in  offering  his 
paper,  as  * in  every  reipeCt’  correfponding  with  his  profeffed  ‘ ditpolition 
to  make  fuitable  acknowledgments,  and  reftore  peacef.’  And,  as  tne  re- 
manent members  of  Synod  had  public  and  lair  warning  of  this  dclign 
being  on  foot,  and  nominated  the  Committee  to  mature  it,  ougiit  they 
not  to  have  confidered,  in  the  interval  of  tins  caulc,  what  acknowledg- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  Dottor  were  to  be  deemed  fuitable,  as  the  terms 
of  peace;  the  rather  lince  the  meafure  was  unexpected,  and  they  could 
not  but  know  the  Socinianj  would  contrive  and  improve  advantages  ? 
Whatever  affairs  were  under  difeufiion  during  that  interval,  there  could 
not  be  among  them  a man  of  common  fenfe,  and  impreffed  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  caufe,  whole  mind  did  not  run  out  upon  the  Committee 
and  their  report;  and  who,  therefore,  was  unprepared  to  det  rmiuc, 
whether  the  anfwers  given  in  were  fatisfaCtory  or  not.  Betides,  having 
engaged  in  this  profecution,  and  refolved  to  fupport  it  till  brought  to 
an  honourable  iffue,  it  Avas  their  duty  to  have  turned  it  on  ail  tides,  and 
to  have  flood  prepared  for  all  events  in  every  Court.  To  luppofe  they 
did  not,  is  to  refleCt  as  feverely  upon  their  underltanding  as  their  con- 
science, and  to  declare  that  Avitn  all  their  learning,  dignities  and  expe- 
rience, they  are  ignorant  how  to  conduct  a buimeis  in  the  In  uft  of 
God,  molt  particularly  and  fully  provided  for  by  the  conllitution  and 
laws  of  the  houfe.  The  form  it  affumed  at  the  Synod  was  what  every 
peridn  of  ordinary  difeernment,  in  the  lead  verfant  in  the  affairs  of  this 
church,  could  not  but  forelle  it  would  take  foontr  or  inter,  n ,0,  what 
difference  did  it  make  in  point  of  furprife,  whether  this  was  done  iu  the 
Synod  or  General  Ajjhnbiy?  He  cannot  be  a friend  ox  the  tormer,  who 

1 * ' * 
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offers  an  apology  for  them,  which,  in  its  very  nature,  only  Serves  more 
to  criminate  and  expofe  them. 

Finally,  it  lias  been  pleaded,  in  their  behalf,  that  they  had  no  hopes 
of  the  General  Ajfcmbly  making  a better  ‘ fettlement  of  the  matter/  but  a- 
larming  fears  of  their  doing  worSe.’  And,  indeed,  what  expectation  of 
good  can  any  man  reasonably  entertain  of  that  Court,  though  Supreme, 
and  poSfefling  powers  which  might  make  them  a b letting  to  tlie  church, 
and  an  honour  to  their  country?  It  is  long  iince  a holy  and  jealous  God 
Seems  to  have  faid  of  it,  ‘My  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their  Secret;  unto 
their  affembly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou  united*.  Ye  are  departed  out 
of  tile  wav:  ye  have  caufed  many  to  ftumble  at  the  law:  ye  have  cor- 
rupted  the  covenant  of  Levi,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls.  Therefore  have 
1 alfo  made  you  contemptible  and  bale  before  all  the  people,  according 
as  ye  have  not  kept  my  ways,  but  have  been  partial  in  the  law/f  Every 
year,  and  every  public  caul’e  of  religion,  which  comes  under  their  dif- 
cuflion,  fliews  how  profound  they  are  to  revolt,  and  fills  up  the  meafure 
of  their  iniquity.  There  was  no  reafon,  therefore,  to  l'uppole  a better  fettle- 
ment would  be  accomplished,  or  even  thought  of  by  them.  ‘Do  men  gather 
grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thirties?’  But  neither  could  they  have  done 
worfe,  unlel's,  by  a particular  and  exprefs  act,  they  had  formally  renounced 
their  constitution  and  Standards,  and  received  the  Doctor’s  Creed  in  the 
place  of  them.  The  line  purfued  by  the  Synod  is,  doubtlels,  the  very 
fame  which  the  Ajj'embly  would  have  chofen,  though,  perhaps,  not  with 
the  fame  degree  of  unanimity. . It  is  the  ufuai  courl'e  in  Such  cafes.  Yet 
the  Synod  Should  have  left  it  clear  for  them;  becaufe  thev  would  there- 
by have  divided  an  enormous  load  of  guilt,  the  whole  of  which  is  now 
faftened  on  themfelves  with  unprecedented  harmony  and  cheerfulnefs. 
One  Should  think,  had  they  not  been  convinced  * this  Settlement  of  the 
matter’  was  the  proper  one,  they  would,  as  they  could  eafily,  have  hin- 
\ deied  it,  and  gladly  devolved  the  burden  on  Stronger  Shoulders,  where 
t lie  greateft  weights  Sit  with  peculiar  gracefulnefs  and  eafe.  What  they 
have  done  was  certainly  their  own  free  choice;  and  the  manner  of  their 
doing  it,  discovers  a fondnefs  that  the  whole  merit  of  fo  glorious  an  at- 
chievement  Should  remain  with  themfelves,  and  a jealoufy  left  any  idle 
icrupuloSitv  or  unnectCary  delay  Should  have  wrefted  their  blooming 
honours  from  them,  and  placed  them  on  the  head  of  the  venerable 
Assembly. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  Some  may  be  far  loft  to  good  fenfe  and  reli- 
gion, as  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  Synod  in  this  affair,  and  others, 
who  care  for  none  of  thefe  things  farther  than  to  make  Sport,  may  improve 
their  proceedings,  and  the  Doctor’s  Explanations  and  Apology , which  gave 
occaSion  to  them,  as  a fund  of  humour  and  diversion,  it  is  a ferious  and 
mournful  bufinefs.  All  circum Stances  considered,  the  records  of  the 
Church  cannot  prefent  fo  tragical  and  affecting  a feene  of  that  kind.  It 
is  an  additional  evidence,  to  many  incontestable  ones  daily  afforded,  of 
the  glory  being  awfully  departed  from  this  national  Church,  and  that 
nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  her  courts,  efpecially  of  the  higher  order, 
but  an  entire  destruction  of  ‘ our  holy  and  beautiful  houfe,  in  which  our 
fathers  praifed  him.’  It  Serves,  therefore,  on  the  one  hand,  to  confirm 
thole,  who,  under  Several  denominations,  have  Stated  a Secejfion  from  her, 
and  formed  themfelves  into  diftin<5t  churches,  in  the  propriety  and  in«« 


* Gen.  xlix.  6.  f Mai.  ii.  8,  9. 
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tv  ';»c  ' ill >1  c neceflQtv  of  the  ftep  they  have  taken;  as  alfo  of  their  conti- 
nuing, amidft  all  reproaches  of  pride,  party  fpirit,  bigotry,  fanaticiim, 
and  other  hard  words,  ftcdfaft  and  immovable  in  a feparate  date;  where 
they  are  at  liberty  to  reform  themfelves,  and  to  enjoy  the  dodtrines 
a:,  d ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ  in  their  native  and  unadulterated  purity. 
To  whatever  contumely  and  hardfhips  of  various  kinds  this  lias,  cr 
mav  m future  fuhjedl  them,  if  they  have  acted  in  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  multitudes  of  them  have  done,  bis  praife 
ihould  at  all  times  be  in  their  mouth,  fubftantiated  by  the  beauties  ol 
holinefs  in  their  converfation,  who  has,  in  his  adorable  fovereignty  and 
free  grace,  given  them  counfel.  It  is  a moft  diftindt  and  loud  call,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  the  friends  of  our  Lord,  of  his  precious  gofpel  and  holy 
inftitutions,  whether  minifters  or  people,  (till  remaining  in  her  commu- 
nion, to  confider  ferioully  and  impartially,  as  in  God’s  fight,  their  fin  and 
danger,  and  under  his  good  hand,  {baking  off  their  weak  prejudices  in 
favour  of  a moft  corrupt  and  ruinous  ejiablijhment , to  follow  the  example 
of  their  brethren,  and  go  forth  unto  him  without  the  camp,  bearing  hi* 
reproach  *.  Viewing  things  through  the  proper  medium,  they  cannot 
fail  to  perceive  the  honour  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour,  the  prefervation 
of  his  truths  and  ordinances,  the  welfare  of  their  own  fouls,  the  good  of 
pofteritv,  and  even  their  regard  to  that  veiy  church,  in  which  they  have 
continued  by  much  too  long  and  been  perpetual  fnares  to  one  another, 
inviting,  nay,  in  the  warmeft  and  mofl  importunate  manner  urging  them 
to  this.  But  if,  from  one  corrupt  principle  or  another,  perhaps  altoge- 
ther or  in  a great  mealure  hid  from  them,  they  cannot  prevail  with  them- 
felves,  all  at  once,  to  go  the  fame  lengths  which  many  thoufands  of  their 
countrymen  and  fellow  Chriftians  have  gone,  with  abundant  tokens  of 
divine  approbation;  it  would  be  a fign  of  their  not  being  wholly  at  eaft 
in  tins  ever  darkening  day  of  Jacob’s  trouble,  if  they  would,  agreeably 
to  the  hints  thrown  out  by  the  above-mentioned  writer,  enter  into  con- 
flitutional  and  well  concerted  affociations,  either  for  libelling  the  Ayr 
Doctors  in  form,  and  bringing  them  and  their  herefies  to  condign  puniili- 
ment,  or  for  roufing  the  courts,  with  which  they  are  unhappily  connec- 
ted, to  employ  their  intrinfic  powers  for  that  neceffary  and  falutary  pur- 
pofe.  If  they  fliall  decline  this  alfo,  ftill  there  is  no  doubt  but  delive- 
rance will  come,  becaufe  the  time  to  favour  Zion  is  fet,  and  faft  approach- 
ing in  all  parts  of  the  world;  but  refufing  the  honour  and  comfort  of 
forwarding  that  deliverance,  they  fliall  bear  the  guilt  and  £hame  of  re- 
tarding it;  for  it  is  the  teftimony  of  Jesus,  that  ‘ he  that  is  not  with  him 
is  againft  him,  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  him  fcattereth  abroadf.’ 

“ O God,  remember  thy  congregation  which  thou  halt  purchafed  of 
old:  the  rod  of  thine  inheritance  which  thou  haft  redeemed,  this  mount 
Zion  wherein  thou  haft  dwelt.  Lift  up  thy  feet  unto  the  perpetual  de- 
flations; even  all  that  the  enemy  hath  done  wickedly  in  the  fandtuary. 
Thine  enemies  rore  in  the  midft  of  thy  congregations:  thev  fet  up  their 
, enfigns  for  figns.  A man  was  famous,  according  as  he  had  lifted  up  axes 
upon  the  thick  trees.  But  now  they  break  down  the  carved  work  thereof 
at  once,  with  axes  and  hammers.  They  have  caft  fire  into  thv  fandtua- 
ry,  they  have  defiled  by  cafting  down  the  dwelling  place  of  thy  name  to 
the  ground  J.” 

• Heb.  xiii.  13.  f Matth.  xii.  30.  f P f.  Ipcxiv.  i_ 7, 
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It  ha*  been  thought  proper  to  contract  the  names  of  the  bouh 
of  feripture  in  the  Detection,  thus: 


Oenefts,  — — 

O n. 

Exodus,  — — 

Ex. 

Leviticus,  — — * 

Lv. 

Numbers,  — — 

N. 

Deuteronomy, 

Dt. 

Judges,  ~ — 

Jd. 

I Samuel,  — — 

1 S. 

2 Samuel,  — — 

2 s. 

I Kings,  — — 

i K. 

2 Kings,  — — 

2 K. 

I Chronicles,  — 

1 Ch. 

2 Chronicles,  — - 

2 Ch. 

Ezra,  — — 

Ez. 

Nehemiah, 

Nm. 

Job,  - ' — 

Jh. 

Pfalms,  — — 

Pf. 

Proverbs,  — — 

Pr. 

Eccleliaftes,  — 

Ec. 

Matthew,  — 

M. 

Mark,  — • - — 

Luke,  — ■ •— 

L. 

John,  — — 

J- 

Acts,  — •— 

A. 

Romans,  — — 

R. 

I Corinthians,  — » 

1 C. 

2 Corinthians,  — • 

2 c. 

Ephefians,  — — 

E. 

Galatians,  — 

G. 

Phillipians,  — — 

P. 

Cololhans,  — «— 

C. 

I ThelTalonian9,  — • 

iTh. 

n 


Song  of  Solomon,  ~ 

S. 

Ifaiah,  — — 

If. 

Jeremiah,  — 

Jr* 

Lamentations,  — 

La. 

Ezekiel,  — — 

Ezk. 

Daniel,  — — 

D. 

Holea,  — — 

Ho. 

Joel,  — — 

Jl* 

Amos,  — — 

Am. 

Obadiah,  — — 

O. 

Jonah,  — — 

J*. 

Nahum,  — — 

Nh. 

Habakkuk,  — - 

Rk. 

Zephaniah,  — 

Z. 

Haggai,  — — 

Hg. 

Zechaiiah,  — 

Zc. 

Malachi,  — 

ML 

2 Theflalonians,  — 

2 Th. 

1 Timothy, 

1 T. 

2 Timothy, 

— 

2 T. 

Titus,  — 

— 

Ti. 

Hebrews,  — 

H. 

James*  — 

— 

I. 

1 Peter,  — 

— 

1 P. 

2 Peter,  — . 

— 

2 P. 

I John,  — 

— 

1 J. 

2 John,  — 

— 

*J- 

3 John,  — 

— 

3 J* 

Jude,  — 

— 

Ju- 

Revelation, 

— 

Rr. 

Notwithftanding  much  care  in  watching  over  the  prefs,  feveral  errors 
have  crept  in.  Befides  fundry  midakes  in  pointing,  and  fometimes  the 
omillion  of  inverted  commas  in  Illuftration  D.  the  following  efcapes,  af- 
fecting the  fenfe,  have  been  obfetve>d,and  will  be  corrected  by  the  reader. 

Page  13.  Line  17  .-Alter  as,  V.  it.  L.  23.  for  irrejlible , read  irreftjliblc.  P.  24. 
L.  20.  for  trutl,  r.  truth.  P.  2?.  L.  23.  after  heathen,  r.  to  nought.  P.  27.  foot,  for 
Art.  LX XI.  r.  LX  FI I.  and  for  Art.  LX  FI.  LX  FI I.  v.  LXFII.  LX  Fill. 
P.  31. L.  35:after  midf,t.  of.  P.  37.  L.  21.  for  Jhould , v.Jhall.  P.  42.  L.  8.  after 
that,  r.  he.  P.  55.  L.  6.  for  thing , r.  things.  P.  70.  L.  15.  for  be,  r.  man.  P.  84. 
L-  IJ-  for  become , r.  became.  P.  85.  L.  1<).  for  ejtablijbsd , r.  ejiablijh.  P.  104. 
L.  6.  after  in,  r.  a.  P.  109.  L.  19.  after  tejiament , r .is.  P.  1 12.  foot,  for  (g) 
177.  r.  (g)  14.  (b)  177.  P.  141.  L.  2.  after  well,  r.  as.  P.  152.  L.  8.  for 
is,  v.  if.  P.  180.  L.  2.  for  on,  r.  in.  P.  184.  L.  31.  for  thee  r.  them.  P.  192. 
L.  11.  comma  after  them,  and  dele  c omma  after  openly,  P.  199.  L.  26.  after 
bind,  r.  'will'.  , 


